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PREFACE. 



This volume is not j^esented to the public in igno- 
rance of the fiict, that at a period of high political 
excitement like the present, its reception by many ^Rrill 
be ralber m^pracious. Of this, we are not disposed 
to complain, althoc^h it has been our studious endea- 
vor in the preparation of this work to avoid every 
thing obnoxious to the pddtical opponents of Andrew 
Jackson ; unless, indeed, the defence of his public acts, 
interwoven with the detail of them, should produce 
this effect 

It may be a matter of inquiry, why another volume, 
detailing the leading incidents in the life of an indi- 
dual so favorably and universally known as that of 
Andrew Jackson, should be added to the multiplicity 
of works that have already appeared upon the same 
subject. Under circumstances differing from those in 
which it appears before the public, an answer to the 
inquiry could not perhaps be satisfactorily made. But 
it will be recollected that the biographical detafls of 
his public life, of any note, heretofore pubhshec^ ap- 
peared immediately after the terminatiin of his-'bril- 
liant military career. The important advantages wfaidh 
the exercise of his talents and courage had achieved for 
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nis countiym the fortunate terminatiSh of Ihel&ordiSr 
wars with the savage nations on our southwestern 
frontier, and those of a still greater magnitude result- 
ing from his single triumph over our civilized foes, 
were then almost universally appreciated by his coun- 
trymen. They saw, they felt and acknowledged, that 
the benefits his valor had won, were of no puerile or 
ordinary description, and with the fulness of their 
appreciation of them, their gratitude was commensu- 
rate. The mutterings of censure were indeed occa- 
sionally heard, but they were soon silenced by the 
light of truth and the wholesome rebuke of public 
sentim^it But emotions of gratitude for favors re- 
ceived, are often weakened by time, or j^upplanted by 
interest or prejudice, which may account for the fiict 
of subsequent attempts being made, to depreciate the 
merits of one of America's most distinguished sons^ 
and of whom the nation may be justly proud. His 
acts, and the motives which prompted them, have been 
denounced, and before the tribimal of public opinion 
been subjected to the severest scrutiny and the strict- 
est investigation; and his fame has passed the ordeal, 
with a lustre still brighter and more imperishable^ 
Our object has. been to present a history of his actions 
in the light in wliich this investigation has placed 
them ;— to what extent we have succeeded, an impar- 
tial public will decide. 

"When the community entertain diflferent views 
of the conduct or motives of an individual, who has 
acted in a highly responsible capacity, it is extremely 
difficult to concentrate opinion by presenting a series 
of truths. Prejudice operates with peculiar force on 
one class, while the other, however well convinced o{ 



their erjor^ axe unwilling to be toougfat inconaJBtept, 
and, therefore, never acknowledge the falsity of die 
eourse of reasoning they have once adopted." We 
are not, therefore, unaware of our exposure to cen- 
sure, in the publication of this work, from those who 
may not subscribe to the character delineated of its 
subject. But the task has been begun and completed 
wUb. purity of motive and honesty of purpose, and 
wha^ver animadversion may fall to our share, we 
trust will be met in a becoming spirit of forbearance. 
We have not the vanity to believe that any thing it 
contains will influ^ice a solitary individual in his 
<^nion of the merits or demerits of Andrew Jackson 
for the station he now occupies ; yet we have the 
satiafstction of reflecting, that the suspicion of beijog 
influ^iced by such a motive, can with no degree <^ 
justice be in^uted to us, for its circulation, whatever 
it may be, will have only commenced before his pdii- 
tical destiny will have been decided. 

For the imperfections of this work, our readers will 
undoubtedly exercise a proper degree of indulgence 
— ^It is before them, and will have its day — ^it will re- 
ceive its meed of approbation and censure, and be 
forgotten ; but the fame of the illustrious man, who 
is the subject of it — his exalted patriotism — his Bo- 
man virtue — his unyielding firmness when surrounded 
by the most disheartening and inveterate difficulties 
— liis skill and energy in planning and completing 
the defence of his country, in the seasons of her great- 
est peril — his daring courage in the day of battle — 
his upright and fearless discharge of the highly re- 
sponsible duties appertaining to the presidency of this 

mighty communion of states, will live, as noble ex- 
A2 
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amines, inspiring the love of glory and virtue, long 
after the present generation of men, their hopes and 
fears, their joys and sorrows, are mingled with the 
dust of buried ages. 

For the materials which compose this work, we 
have availed ourselves of every thing within our reach, 
whether furnished by friends or enemies. For the 
defence of several of General Jackson's puMic acts, 
we are indebted to an able writer of Virginia. A smaU 
portion of the detail is in the language of others who 
have heretofore written on the same subject, and 
which has been used without the usual mark of cre- 
dit; other characteristics, however, will readily dis- 
tinguish it. An appendix had been contemplated, for 
an amplification of some of the parts which consti- 
tute the body of the work : the extension of the volume, 
however, beyond its original design, has rendered its 
omission necessary. 

The Atjthob. 

Hartford, Oct. 1st, 1832. 
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parentag^e^^War of the Revolution — He engages in 
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Whbneysr an indiyidual, by the force of his own pe- 
culiar talents and energy, has raised himself from ob« 
scuzity to the highest attainable summit of earthly distinc- 
tion, a curiosity, very natural ii% itself, is engendered, to 
learn something of his eieirly history ; to trace the first 
workings of a mind, whose conceptions have laid the 
foundation, and whose perseverance has raised before the 
admiring gaze^of the world, a monument of undying &me* 
This indulgence often proves und9tis%:toryt«s instances 
are numerous of men whose maturity' ha^ developed 
powers that have commanded the admiration of the world, 
who, in early life, gave no indication of future greatness. 
The province of the biographer, however, in commencing 
the life of his subject, is always the same, whether. the 
early years of his hero were nLfe with s^irit-stjbrring indi- 
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cationB o£^ex4ltQ4:i]:it<;l^c$, or exhibited nothing above the 
ordincpry. in4oVniKnt*SK oT men. 

. Aodjey. J&c]^^;>ii wqs ^orq at Waxaw, district of Ma- 
//ioiic,iJi>§^ iat^ -of J^^^th jDarolina, on the 15th of 
lAarch^ I'fdTi His SfKer was a native of Ireland, and 
emigrated to America with his family, a wife and two 
sons, in 1765. The object of his emigration was, to 
escape from the oppressions which were at that period 
heaped by the English government upon the middle 
and lower classes of that ill-fated country. He died 
about two years after his emigration, and thus escaped 
British tyranny; which, unsatiated with its victims in 
Europe, followed soon afler, and planted its hideous 
front upon the American shores. He left three sons, of 
whom Andrew was the youngest, in a strange land, in 
the helplessnes3 of infancy and childhood, to the care 
of their widowed mother, who executed the arduous 
task of nurturing her children, in a manner that reflected 
the highest credit upon her persevering fortitude, and ex- 
emplary devotedness to the exercise of the best impulses 
of the human heart. Her pecuniary resources were 
limited ; yet, by judicious management, she was enabled 
to give her two eldest sons the rudiments of a common 
education. Andrew she designed for the ministry ; and, 
with this view, he was admitted as a student in an aca- 
demical institution, where the languages and the higher 
branches of literature were taught. Here he com- 
menced the study .of the classics ;'and he would probably 
have proceeded to effectuate the object designed, had he 
not been interrupted by a train of events, which constitute 
the brightest era in American history. ' We allude to.the 
war of the Revolution. Tbe history of the world fuvnishea 
no parallel, in which a contest has been maintained be- 
tween high l^mded oppression, and a total disregard of 
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the rights of man on one part, and a detennined and per- 
fievering resistance of the oppressed on the other, and 
which terminated so gloriously, as is exhibited in the re- 
volutionary struggle of our fathers. No portion of the 
colonies suffered more from British invasion, than the 
southern states. A considerable portion of them was foi 
a time completely overrun, and subjected to the cruelties 
and indignities of a merciless soldiery. The eldest bro- 
ther of Andrew joined the army, and was killed at the 
battle of Stono. Andrew Jackson, with his only surviving 
brother, joined the American forces soon after, in defence 
of their country and their homes, the former being only 
fourteen years of age. 

The southern colonies were, at this period, extremely 
defenceless. Lord Cornwallis, the commander of the 
British forces, found but little resistance in the com- 
mission of hia depredations, from those whose lives and 
liberty he was trampling in the dust ; consequently, 
he left the country, and proceeded to the north, in pur- 
suit of a more extensive field ft>r the exercise of his ex- 
terminating propensities, taking the precaution, however, 
of leaving behind him a band of his myrmidons, suf- 
ficiently numerous to awe the vanquished into subjection. 
On the departure of Cornwallis, the inhabitants of Wax- 
aw, who had been dispersed by his troops, ventured 
again to return and repair the ruins of the place, and 
take measures for their defence. Camden was at this 
period in the possession of Lord Rawdon, whose vigi- 
lance, worthy of a better cause, was awakened by news 
that tli6 inhabitants of Waxaw, whom he supposed to 
have be^n effectually exterminated, were again preparing 
for defensive operatiops.^ It is well known, that in this con- 
test the- Americans were considered as rebels, who had 
raised the standard of revolt, and set at defiance the su- 
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premacy of their legitimate sovereign. That interchange 
of courtesies, usually practised by belligerent nations, was 
entirely dispensed with; consequently, the contest was 
maintained, on the part of Great Britain, with a spirit of 
barbarity and cold-blooded extermination. Actuated by 
these principles. Lord Rawdon availed himself of the as- 
sistance of the American Tories, whom he dispatched with 
a detachment of British dragoons, under the command of 
Major Cftfiin, to the destruction of Waxaw. The inha- 
oitants were determined to defend themselves, though the 
prospect of ultimate success was nearly hopeless. They 
assembled, and were entrenching themselves in their 
church, when they were suddenly surprised by the British 
troops. Eleven of their number were taken prisoners, 
and the residue escaped. Among the latter were Andrew 
Jackson, and his brother. They were captured, however, 
JQIX the ensuing day, and an incident then occurred, which 
developed the germings of a spirit, which has since 
prompted its possessor to iHe accumplishuxoxit''^ deeds of 
noble daring. Every species of indignity was practised 
upon the American prisoners, and, with other ill-treat- 
ment, young Jackson was oi^ered to clean the boots of a 
British officer. He indignantly refused to obey the de- 
basing command, and demanded the treatment due to a 
prisoner of war. The officer, enraged at the boldness of 
the refusal, made a violent pass with his sword at the head 
of the youth, which he parried with his hand, and received 
a severe wound in consequence. This may, to many, seem 
a trifling incident ; but when we reflect that he was only 
fourteen years of age, and the prisoner of men who 
butchered their opponents with a recklessness unknown in 
the annals of modem war&re, his manly finnness and ex- 
ailed sense of honor cannot, it is believed, &il to elicit the 
raeed of admii^ation* 
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The fiite of his brother was more tragicaL He was 
severely wounded apon the head, after being taken pri- 
soner ; and in this condition he was, with his* brother 
Andrew, thrown into prison, and c<mfihed by the sadar 
of bis captors in a separate cell. Here he yeuained 
neglected, his wounds undressed, shut oat from the as- 
sistance and sympathy of a single individual who could 
have extended to him the hand of relief, till an exchange 
of prisoners took place, when he was retucoed to die 
under his mother's roof. The neglect of his wound 
while in prison, produced an inflammatioiyof the brain, 
which terminated in death. We cannot here forbear pay^ 
.ing a small tribute to- the memory of the exfcellent mother 
of Mr. Jackson. She had remained m Europe^ till Bri- 
tish oppression threatened to overwhelm her fiunily. She 
then, with her husbuid and children, sought an asylum 
on the American shores ; but even here the samotoppre^s- 
ors followed her. A lone widow, in a land of 'strangers^ 
she succeedU in rearing her childr^i to the dawn of man- 
hood, only to see them fiill by the hands of a merciless 
enemy. The last efibrts of her life were spent in mitigating 
' the sufferings, and extendiqg^ relief to the prisoners whs 
were captured in her neighborhood : — but when she saw 
ner children fidl — those whom in the ardor of maternal 
afiection she had so fondly nurtured — the ties which bound 
her to earth were broken, and the grave closed vpon her as 
it had done upon her murdered ofispring. - %. 

Mr. Jackson, at the age of fifteen, found himself aloae in 
the world, a sad spectator of the desolations that had visited 
his family. Divorced firom every living being with \yhom 
he could sympathize as a kinsman, he might speak in the 
emphatic language of the chieflain, the last of whose re- 
latives had been slain in battle, — ** that not a drop of his 
blood ran in the vdns of any living creature." The sud-^ 
1* 
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den extinction of his &nuly bore heavily npon hhn ; his 
mfieringfl and imprisonment had impaired his conati* 
tution ; and, to complete the measure of his misfortunes^ 
he was violently seized with the small-pox, which near* 
ly terminated his life. The vigor of his constitution, how- 
ever, triumphed over the virulence of his disease, and re- 
stored him again to health. He succeeded to the patrimo- 
ny of his &ther, which, though small, would, with 
prudent management, have enabled him to complete his 
studies, and to enter upon the duties of mature life with 
many pecunmry advantages. But those endowments 
which serve to elevate men to distinction, are seldom 
found connjscted with talents of economy in money mat- 
ters. At least, it was thus with Mr. Jackson. Gre- 
nerous to a iauk, he soon reduced his estate to a di- 
minutiveness, which threw him at once up^ the re- 
sources of his own mind, and aompelled him to become 
the architect of his own fortunes. He resumed his li- 
terary pursuits at the «ge of sixteen, under the tutelage 
of Mr. M'Oulloch, and endeavored, by severe applica- 
tion to his studies* to restore what he had lost by va 
rious interruptions. With him he completed the study 
of the languages^ preliminary to his entrance at the 
university ; but the diminution of his pecuniary resources 
induced him to relinquish his original design of ac- 
quiring a classical education. At the age of seventeen 
he commenced the study of law at Salisbury, North 
Carolina, in the office of Spruce M<K!ay, Esq. ; and 
completed it under the supervision of John Stokes, Esq., 
both lawyers of distinction, and was admitted a practi- 
tioner at the bar of that state in 1786. He practised in 
the courts of the state two years ; but not finding pro- 
fessional prospects sufficiently flattering to induce him to 
xemain, he reaiolved to push his fortunes in the west* 
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The present state of Tennessee was, at this period* 
a territorial goyemment of the United States, ci^ed the 
Sottth West Territory, having heen recsntly organized 
by Congress. The climate was saluhrious, the soil 
was fertile, and it was rapidly advancing, from a wild 
region, to a 'state of civilization. Here we find Mr. 
Jackson in 1^88. The honorable Judge M'Nairy was 
appointed judge of this territory in the £ei11 of this year, 
and was accompanied by Mr. Jackson to Nashville, at 
which place they arrived in Octo]^r, when the first court 
was holden. He here found himself among a people 
widely different in manners, customs, and habits, from 
those he had recently left. In the older states, when one 
generation of inhabitants has followed another in regular 
succession, there are always some disting^shing cha- 
.racteristiev in the whole population. But in the new states, 
aQ established characteirin thepeople would hardly be dis- 
x^overable, if we except energy and personal independence. 
In those parts of the republic wUch have been settled for 
two centuries, a £unily, a monied, or a landed aristocracy, 
can always be discovered. The anny become subser- 
vient to the few, and subjugate their minds to those who, 
by wealth or power, have obtained ^p, ascendancy over 
them. In such a state of society, an insulated being like 
Andrew Jackson, without the influence of friends to aid 
him, or fiinds to procure them, could hardly hope, with 
the most exalted intellect, to arrive at a station either of 
emolument or profit. Circumstances are widely different 
in the new states. Drawn together from difierent sec* 
tions of an extensive country, by motives of interest, of 
power, or of &me, each individual may almost be said 
to make a province by himself. In such a situation, 
the most energetic character becomes the object of the 
greatest popular fitvor. Mr. Jackson was well calculated 
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to moTO in this sphei^ of action. Without any exttinsie 

advantages to promote his advancement, he had solely to 

rely upon intrinsic worth, and decision of character, to 

eoiable him to rise rapidly. He commenced the practice 

of law in Nashville,, at the age of twenty-one, and soon 

dis^nguished himself among his competitors. His stem 

integrity, and unremitting attention to business, recom- 

I mended him to the notice of government, and procured 

f\ lor him the appointment of Attorney General of the terri- 

^ ' tory. This office he sustained for a ccmuderable length 

of time, with much reputation to himself. 

The South West Territory, in 1796, was admitted a 
sovereign and independent state into the Union, and took 
the name of Tennessee. The people were then called upon 
to exercise a highly responsible act of self-government-»— 
that of forming a constitution, as the supreme 4aw of the 
state. Mr. Jackson was chosen a membet of the cea* 
vention, called to discharge this important duty. Although 
he had become known to the most distinguished citizens of 
the country, his exertions in this convention brought him 
into more universal notice, by the distinguished part he 
took upon this important subject. The course of his stu- 
dies had previously led him to the investigation of the 
science of government, from the earliest ages down to 
the period in which he lived. With the rise, progress, 
and termination of the ancient republics, he had made 
himself familiarly acquainted ; he had witnessed the ope^ 
ration of the American constitution, and those of' the 
different states, from their first establishment to the period 
in which he acted. With a mind thus prepared to meel 
the important discussion, he took lead in the debates upon 
the different articles of the proposed constitution. To 
those who are acquainted with the constitution of the state 
of Tennessee, the precision with which the legislative, the 
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judiciary, and executive powers are designated ; the care 
manifested in securing to the people their civil rights ; 
the freedom allowed in the exercise of the rights of con- 
science, must be obvious, and much credit is due to Mr. 
Jackson, for his efforts in producing so desirable a result. 
As a proof of their approbation of his services, the people 
of Tennessee elected him their first representative in 
Congress. His popularity continued to increase, and in 
1797 he was elected to the Senate of the United States. 
His congressional life was distinguished for a firm ad* 
herence to republican principles ; and in the senate, he 
voted for the repeal of the alien and sedition laws. His 
affairs in Tennessee requiring his attention, induced him 
to resign his seat in the senate before the session closed. 
He accordingly returned ; and soon after, contrary to his 
inclinations, he was -sappointed judge of th»^ Supreme 
C(^Tt. Aftec discharging its duties for a while, he re- A. 
signed the station, and retired to priv ate life. f 

It was during the recess between this peiiodi and the. 
commencement of Mr. Jackson's brilliant military career, 
that the Union was agitated by the development of the 
famous. Burr conspiracy. Mr. Jackson has by no means 
escaped the missiles of malice and detraction, which are 
usually dimed at men of distinguished attainments. It was 
not until a recent period, that Mr. Jackson was accused of 
being a participator in this conspiracy. This charge was 
most triumphantly refuted as soon as preferred ; and 
though it is not our intention to notice the many un- 
founded charges that have been exhibited against him, 
yot we should deem it the greatest injustice to our readers, 
as well as to bur illustrious subject, should we fail here to 
record the ample proofs which so effectually wipe out the 
stain, which is intended to blot the fair escutcheon of a 
much injured patriot. Mr. Jackson was charged with the 
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cxime of treason— of being connected with Aaron Burr in 
a conspiracy to sever the union of these states. 

Before we proceed with the evidence in refutation of 
this unprincipled calilmny, we will premise that General 
Jackson, while in the Senate of the United States, became 
well acquainted with Col. Burr ; that then and long after, 
Col. Burr stood high in the favor and estimation of the 
republican party in the United States ; that he had ac- 
quired the good feelings of the West, by his great attention 
to its interests, and particularly of Tennessee, by his ac- 
tivity in procuring her admission into the Unioik ; and thai 
up to the month of November, 1806, nothing like suspicion 
of treason, or of any project unfriendly to the peace or 
integrity of th^ United States, had any existence in this 
country ; though Mr. Jefferson, in his message of January 
22nd, 1807, declared, " that he had received intimation 
that designs were in agitation in the Western country, 
unlawful andjinfriendly to the peace of the Union, and 
that the prime ino ver in these, was Aaron Burr, hereto- 
fore distinguished by the favor of his country." The 
grounds of these intimations being inconclusive, the ob* 
jects uncertain, and the fidelity of the country known to 
be firm, the only measure taken was to urge the informants 
to use thei| best endeavours, to get further insight into the 
designs and proceedings of the suspected persons, and to 
communicate them to'the President. 

A full development, however, of Burr's designs, soon 
became manifest. " It appeared that he contemplated two 
distinct objects, which might be carried on jointly or sepa- 
rately, and either one or the other, as circumstances should 
direct. One of these was the severance of the Union of 
these States by the Allegany Mountains ; the other an at- 
tack on Mexico. . A third object was provided, merely 
ostensible, to wit, Ihe settlement of a pr^ended purchase 
of a tract of country on the Washita, claimed by Baron 
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Bastropfa. Tliis was to serve as the pretext for all bis pre- 
parations, an allurement for suck followers as really wish- 
ed to acquire settlements in that co^try, and % cover un- 
der which to retreat in the event of a final discomfiture of 
both branches of his design.'* 

*^ He found at once, that^he attachment of the Western 
Country to the union was not to be shaken ; that its disso- 
lution could not be effected with the consent of its inhabi- 
tants, and that his resources were inadequate, as yet, to 
effect it by force. He took his course then at once, deter- 
mined to seize on New Orleans, plunder the bank there, 
possess himself of the military and naval stores, and pro- 
ceed on his expedition to Mexico^ and to this object all his 
means and preparations were now directed. He collected 
from all the quarters where himself or agents possessed 
influence, all the ardent, restless, deq^rate, and disaffected 
persons, who were ready for any enterprise analogous to 
their characters. He seduced good and well-meaning citi- 
zens, some by assurances that he possessed the confidence 
of the government, and was acting under its secret patron- 
age ; a pretence which procured some credit, from the state 
of our differences at that time with Spain, and others by of- 
fers of land in Bastroph's claim on the Washita." 

This was the state of the information, #eceived ]^ 
President Jefferson, towards the close of November, 1806; 
and on the 27th of that month, in consequence of the re- 
ceipt of intelligence of the conspiracy by Gen. Wilkin- 
son's letter f he' issued his proclamation. The President 
not being apprised at that time, that any boats were build- 
ing on the Cumberland river, the effect of this proclama- 
tion was for some time trusted to in the state of Tennessee ; 
but on the 19th of December, similar communications, 
and instructions, with those to the neighboring states 
were dispatched by express, to the governor and general 
ofilcer of the Western Division of the state ; and on the 
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83d of December, the confidential agent of the govera- 
ment left Frankfort for Nashville, to put into activity the 
means of -(hat state also. 

Although some might suspect Colonel Burr to be en- 
gaged in schemes of pecuniary or personal aggranoiz 
ment, and might disapprove of them, and he might tne 
have become a subject of suspicion, to some extent, y 
nq one suspected them to be in any degree hostile to t 
government of the United States ; and most persons iQ 
the West believed that his designs were countenanced, an 
in their execution would be supported by the go vernmenu 
This idea was supported by the existing state of our rela- 
tions with Spain, and the belief that a war with that power 
was impending — a war which, at that time, would have 
been popular in the Western States. 

The charge against Greneral Jackson, was made oj 
Judge Williams of Tennessee ; who stated that sometime 
before Mr. Jefferson's proclamation, he was told by Ge- 
neral Jackson, that if Williams would accept it, he might 
obtain the commission of captain in Burr's army » ^^^ 
that at another time, he declared to him that he would find 
that a division of the United States had taken deep root ; 
and that he would find a number of the members of the 
House of Representatives deeply involved in the scheme. 
The lamentable inaccuracy of the statements of Mr. 
Williams, will, it is believed, appear abundantly manifest 
irom the following well authenticated &.cts, in relation to 

the circumstances of General Jackson's situation, at the 

period of that conspiracy. 

We will introduce to our readers. General Jackson's 

letter to George W. Campbell, then a representative in 

£^^^^®®® from Tennessee, dated January 16th, 1807, not 
cause it is first in date of several proofs that will be 

*.• ,, '^ ®^» but because it contains a connected and con- 
Elation of- General Jackson's knowledge, and 
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eonduct, with regard to Colonel Burr; a plain and manly 
narration, containing in itself a vindication, which ittoat 
prove satisfactory and conclusive to every honest and 
well constituted mind ; from which, sophistry and incre> 
dulity will alike shrink back, foiled and overc<Hne ; and 
which, when supported in all material points, by other 
direct evidence which will be given, must carry convic- 
tion to every honest and unprejudiced heart. 

The following is a copy of a letter from Andrew 
Jackson, to G. W. Campbell, January 15th, 1807. 

'* Sir, — The late denunciation of Aaron Burr as a trai- 
tor, has excited great surprise, and general indignation. 
Still, from the opinion possessed of the accuser, muiy 
there axe who wait for the proof, before they will pro- 
nounce him guilty of the charge. One thing is general- 
ly heliered, that if Burr is guilty, Wilkinson has parti- 
cipated in the treason. The public mind has been agi- 
tated from various reports of Burr having been met, at 
the mouth of Cumberland river, with 100 boats, and 1000 
armed men ; and it was stated as a &ct, that the Captain 
at Massac, and all the men, were going with him. Subse- 
quent reports stated they had gone. An express which I 
started on the receipt of the Secretary of War's letter, of 
the — ult. has returned, and states that Burr left Massac, 
on the 3d ult., in company with ten boats, six men on board 
each, without arms, or any thing that can afford suspi- 
cion ; and that Captain Bissell has been doing his duty, as 
a vigilant officer. I had ordered out twelve companies 
of volunteers, on the receipt of the Secretary of War's 
letter, to check the adventurers, which, on the return of 
express, I dismissed. I have no doubtf but from the 
pains that have been taken to circulate reports, it will be 
rumored that I am on full march, to unite with Burr. 
This I know you never will believe, until you hear it 
from myself; or from such a source that you know can- 



14 BIOGRAPHY OF 

not err. Should you ever hear, that I am embarked in a 
cour«e, inimical to my country, believe it not. Should 
you hear that any treasonable intentions have come to my 
knowledge, and that I have been silent, believe them not ; 
or that I .would not put any man out of existence, who 
would name such a thing to me, without on the grounds 
of discovering it to the proper authorities. If Burr has 
any treasonable intentions in view, he is the basest of all 
human beings : — I will tell you why, he always teld out 
the idea of settling Washita, unless a war with Spain ; in 
that event, he held out the idea, that from his intimacy 
with the Secretary of War, he would obtain an appoint- 
ment, and if he did, would revolutionize Mexico. 

. " About the 10th of November, Captain called at 

my house, and after the stay of a night and part of a day, 
introduced the subject of the adventurers, and in part 
stated, that their intension was to divide the Union. I 
sternly asked how they would effect it ; he replied, by 
seizing New Orleans and the bank, shutting the port, 
conquering Mexico, and uniting the western parts of the 
Union to the conquered country. I, perhaps with warmth, 
asked him how this was to be effected ; he replied, by the 
aid of the federal troops with the general at their head. I 
asked if he had this from the general ; he said he had not. 
I asked him if Colonel Burr was in the scheme ; he an- 
swered, he did not know, nor was he informed that he 
was ; that he barely knew Colonel Burr, and never had 
any conversation with him. I asked him how he knew 
this, and from whom he got his information ; he said 
from . in New York. Knowing that Colonel Burr 

was well a^^ainted with , it rushed into my 

mind like lightning, that Burr was at thie head, and from 
the colorings he had held out to me. Generals Robertson 
and Overton, and the hospitality I had shown him, I 
viewed it as base conduct to us all ; and heightened the 
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baseness of his intended crimes, if be really was about to 
become a traitor. I sat down and wrote to General Smith 
and Doctor Dickinson ; I wrote to Governor Claiborne to 
put bis citadel in a state of defence, witbout naming any 
person except General Wilkinson. Wben tbisnvas done, 
I wrote Colonel Burr in strong terms my suspicions of 
him, and until they were cleared from my mind, no fur- 
ther intimacy was to exist between us. I made my sus- 
picions known to Generals Robertson and Tatum, with 
some others. Not long after, I received bis answer, with 
the most sacted pledges, that he had not, nor never bad, 
any views inimical or hostile to the United States ; and 
whenever be was charged with the intention of separa- 
ting the Union, the idea of insanity must be ascribed to 
him. After his acquittal in Kentucky, he returned to 
this country, and to all who named the subject, made the 
same pledge, and said he had no bbject in view, but such 
fis was sanctioned by legal authority ; and still said, that 
when necessary, he would produce the Secretary of War's 
orders ; — ^that he wanted only young men of talents to go 
with him ; with such he wished to make his settlement, 
as it would have a tendency to draw to it wealth and cha- 
racter. For these reasons, from the pledges made, if he 
is a traitor, he is the basest that ever did commit treason ; 
and being torn to pieces and scattered to the four winds of 
heaven, would be too good for him. But we will leave 
him for time and evidence to verify hijs hue. I have 
given you the outlines, and in a few weeks will give the 
proof. A. Jackson." 

This letter was shown, immediately on its receipt, to 
Mr. Jefierson, and by him copied. From this, the rea* 
son is obvious why Burr's name was not mentioned in 
General Jackson's letter of the 12th of Novembeir, 1806,. 
to Claiborne; the information obtained by Jackson, ex- 
tended only to the commander of the United States troops4 
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purpose of a thorough investigaticm of the subjeet ; which 
resalted in the triumphant yindication of the former, from 
all suspieions of a participation in that foul plot. State* 
ments from a large number of individuals of the highest 
respectability in Temiessee, who were intimately ac- 
quainted with the circumstances attending that conspiracy, 
are explicit and conclusiye in exoneration of Gienenil 
Jaekaou from all concernment in it« We haye room only 
iot a few of the Statements, and the concluding remaxka 
accompanying the report of the inyestigating committee. 
• The testimony of Gieneral Ck>firee and Colonel Ward 
was brought before that committee, and is completely ex- 
planatory- of all the circumstances connected wit^ build- 
ing boats for Colonel Burr ; the ostensible designs and 
objects held out by -him, the reasons of his &yorable 
rec^Ttion in Tennessee by General Jackson, General 
Robertson, and maby other distinguished persons of the 
country ; the origin and extent of the suspicions as to his 
objects ; his last visit to the Clover Bottom near General 
Jackson's in December, 1806, his reception, dtc. 

The following is a copy of General Coffee's letter to 
the Nashville Committee. 

*« Nashville, August 28^ lS2a 

•* By request of the Nashville Committee, I do hereby 
state, that Colonel Burr, while in Tennessee in 1806 and 
6, represented hie views to be the settlement of knds to 
the south, on the Washita river. He spoke* of the pro* 
babiiity of a rupture between the United States and Spaing 
in whidh event, the- impresi^on was, that he (Colonel 
Burr) would have command of an expediticm against 
Mexico, under, and by the authority of the United- SMes. 
Sometane after he had been in TenuCTsee in 18059. and 
left this^rhnpiRission^ letters w^re received from him, as 
my impressions now are^ by Oenerals Jackson andRo* 
heiUKnij pequestmgthem? to rnak^ out and forward to him 
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a liBt of wach enterprising youngs men,, as ft waa believed 
would seire the country well in the impending andcipay 
led contest with Spain. Generals Robertson amd Jaok^ 
son, with sundry c^ers of the old respectable citiaensr 
did, £>r that purpose, meet in Nashville, and made out 
such list, and, as I supposed, sent it on to him. Cc^onel 
Burr's then standing in the western country (having' lately 
filled the second office in the gOTemment) forbade thr 
idea, that his contemplated measureif were apart from 
the knowledge and approhatkin of the government* On 
his arriwl here, and for . sometime afiter, marked atten- 
tions were by all extended to him, and no suspicions 
were entertained that his plans and views vrere at all 
d^reztf from what they were represented by . himsel£ 
With a view to the building of some boats, and pi^ocuring 
some provisions, there had been remitted to General 
Jackson the sum of three thousand and five tiollaxs,. whieli 
was placed in my hands, with a desire expressed, that I 
would attend to the request of Colonel Burr. 

^ This agency I accepted and perfiimBied, and made ar^ 
cangements for purchasing some provimons, and the 
building by difierent persons of five fiat boats, and the 
purchase of one keel boat. Subsequently, a fiirther sum 
of five hundred doiflars was put into my hands. 

^ Part of the fimds, to wit, seven hundred dollars, aa 
appears by reference to the meme^pandiun of the expendi* 
tofe, was paid orer to Colonel William P. Anderaon t 
jKlierefore, and for what account, this advance to Colimel 
Anderson was made, I have not now a sufficient reooUei^- 
tton to speak with oertH^ty. SuspioioBs havmg fnfasa- 
^pteedy arisen, relative to the real objects and viewed 
Ckdonel Burr, nqr agency in hss afiairs eeaaed, accept jto 
^fctsoiiaige. the contiaots tittt had previously been eatesad 
Jato. The haknee of the remaining fimda in my handf 
»"M P^ omr to CUbnd Bm oniiia amml m Tenmii* 
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geey on the last viait he made here, in the month of De- 
cember, 1806. I was at that time engaged in mercantile 
busineasy and these services were performed by me for 
Colonel Bnrr, as they would, have been rendered to any 
respectable man ; for I, nor any one' else, that came to 
my knowledge, belieyed that he had olgects to serre, 
other than were represented by himself. 

" The particulars here detailed, are founded on papers 
now in my possession, written at the time, and in my 
own handwriting. In the month of December, 1806, 
Colonel Buxr returned to Tennessee, where he .was met 
coolly by those who before had acted yery difierently Uh 
wards him. He perceived it, and remarked it to me; 
my reply in substance to him was, that suspicions rested 
against him, and until they were removed nothing differ* 
ent was to be expected. 

<' At the Clover Bottom, nine miles from I^ashville, 
wh^e I then did business, and which was the nearest 
j>oint on the river to where his boats were, there was a 
tavern; and to this place Colonel Burr came and re- 
mained about a week, until he had gotten every thing in 
readiness for his departure down the river. On his first 
arrival in Tennessee, on his last visit in December, Ge- 
neral Jackson was absent from home; having returned 
within a few days afterwards, the. general came in com- 
pany with General Overton, to the Clover Bottom, where 
Colonel Burr resided. An interview took place between 
them and Colonel Burr» at which they informed him of 
the suspicions and distrust that were entertained against 
him. Burr repelled them, and expressed deep regret 
that there shoizld be any such ;' and remarked that he 
could and would be able to satisfy every dispassionate 
mind, that his views and ol^ts were friendly to the 
^vemmentf and such as he had represented them to be. 
In n few days after, he left the country. 
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" A son of Colonel Ifitys, about seventeen years of age, 
as has been represented, nephew to Mrs. Jackson, went 
along. His father had become reduced in his circum- 
stances; had been personally known to Colonel Burr, 
during the revolution ; and his son a young jnan of pro- 
ndSse. It had been proposed to the old gentleman, that he 
should take him, and aid him in his education, which 
was consented to by his &ther. General Jackson gave 
him letters to Qovemor Claiborne, and instructed young 
Mr. Hays, as I understood at the time, that should he 
discover Colonel Burr*s views to be at all inimical to the 
United States, or adverse to the designs of government, 
to leave him, and place himself under the protection and 
care of Governor Claiborne. 

** Between Greneral Jackson and myself, there has always 
existed confidence and friendship ; and there was nothing 
ever perceived in him by me, that could induce the be- 
lief, that there was any man in the country who would go 
further, and make greater sacrifices, to defend an3 main- 
tain the integrity of the Union. On "all' occasions, his 
conduct and declarations have stamped upon my mind 
this conviction. Johk Coffee." 

The following is the testimony of Colonel Edward 
Ward : 

" NashvilUy Septemher 2, 1828. 

" At the request of the chairman of the Nashville Com- 
mittee, I make the following statement. That General 
Thomas Overton, deceased, informed me within a few 
days after the occurrence, that so soon as the rumor 
reached this country, tljat Colonel Aaron Burr had trea- 
sonable designs against our government, he (General 
Overtony and General A. Jackson waited on Colonel 
Burr, who was then, I think, at Clover Bottom^ and in- 
formed him of the rumor, and required of him to state to 
them what were his views or designs. This answer was 
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ma^de, as he said, on the honor of a gentleman : * That he 
had no views inimical to the government, none but what 
were known to the government and viewed with complai- 
sance/ And as well as my memory serves me, showed 
them a commission in blank, with Mrl Jefferson's signa- 
ture to it. ' EnwARD Ward." 
This testimony requires no commentary : it is full and 

decisive. "^* 

" To show what views were expressed by Colonel Burr 
to General Jackson, and others, so early as the spring of 
1806, and to explain beyond the reacft of dispute, the 
time, nature, and import of any possible conversation 
which Greneral Jackson may have held with Judge Wil- 
liams, in relation to a commission, connected with any de- 
signs, or views of Colonel Burr, we will give extracts 
from a letter, written by the latter to General Jackson, 
dated 24th March, 1806, Washington city. 

''After speaking of some general political subjects, 
and of the strong probability of a rupture with Spain, — 
* If these apprehensions (says he) s^jiould be justified by 
events, a military force on our pqst would be requisite, 
and that force might come from your side of the moun- 
tains. It is presumed that West- Tennessee could not 
spare more than two regiments. I take the liberty of 
recommending to you, to make out a list of officers, from 
colonel down to ensign, for one or two regiment^. If you 
will transmit to me this list, I will, in case troops should 
be called for, recommend it to the Department of War, 
and I have reason to believe, that on such an occasion, 
my advice would be listened to.' Greneral Coffee says, 
that in conseqi;ience of letters from Colonel Burr, to Ge- 
neral Robertson and others, of similar import^ a meet- 
ing was held in Nashville by General Robertson^ General 
Jackson, and others of the most ]sespeetable men, and a 
liot made out of such enterprising young meq^ as it was 

( 
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believed, would serve the country well, in the impending' 
contest with Spain. 

** This brings us naturally to the consideration of Judge 
William's statements — and here we cannot forbear to re- 
mark, on the danger and folly of attempting to bereave a 
man of his fame, and charge upon him one of the foulest 
crimes known to the law, upon loose, vague recollections 
of a casual conversation, said to have taken place up- 
wards of twenty years ago, without any statement of the 
conversation in context with it ; without any date, except 
with reference to a range of nine months of time ; with- 
out any relation of the circumstances, which led to an 
insulated remark, so strange and incredible, if taken in 
the sense attempted to be attached to it by Judge Williams ; 
statements made by a man, who, by his own admissions, 
his own showing, and yet more by what we shall show, 
is subject to the most inaccurate recollection ; when the 
change, or omission, or addition of a single word, or the 
nature of the preceding or succeeding remarks, would 
entirely change the whole meaning and sense of what is 
stated to have been said." > 

The investigating committee, in order that ample jus- 
tice might be done to Judge Williams' mind, consistency, 
and conduct, republished all that was written or published 
in relation -to this conversation and to Gieneral Jackson; 
and also what had been published to be the substance of 
the letter written by him to his friend in Virginia. 

Upon this they remarked, " that taking the whole of 
these documents, we have some data from which to esti- 
mate correctly, how far the clearness of Judge Williams* 
mind, and the impartiality of his feelings, qualify him 
for deposing accurately and fairly. We will look at 
them, first, with a view to the question, how much reli- 
ance is to be reposed in the accuracy and fairness of his 
statements and memory ; and then, in prosecution of the 
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tsame inquiry, produce some additional evidence. Se- 
condly ; we shall show the extren^e improbability, from 
Williams' own statement, that General Jackson ever 
could have made any propositions to him, in reference to 
any illegal or treasonable project ; and lastly, the &llacy 
of the inferences which his pretended friends attempt to 
deduce from what he has said ; and shew what Judge 
Williams has really stated as General Jackson's conver- 
sation with him, and what the conversation (if indeed 
there ever was one of any such nature) related to. 

In his letter to Mr. Kerr, Judge Williams says, the 
conversation occurred upon his examination by General 
Jackson, then a Judge, as to his fitness to receive a license 
to practise law ; butt when he discovered by the records 
of the State that it would be proved, General Jackson was 
not, and had not, been a Judge for several years before 
this time, the conversation is divested of this circumstance 
in his subsequent statements. In the letter to Mr. Kerr, 
Judge Stewart is said to have heard this conversation as 
to the offer of a commission ; but, when Judge Stewart, 
not only does not recollect any such conversation, but is 
sure none such was held in his presence, the scene of 
the conversation is then recollected by Judge Williams to 
have been a solitary ride from General Jackson's to Nash- 
ville. In his letter to General Jackson, Williams says, 
" General Jackson in reference tp that conspiracy, or what 
wds afterwards called by others a conspiracy, sai3 to 
me that I coiild, if I would accept it, obtain a commission 
of captain." In his last statement, however, made and 
published in the Knoxville Enquirer of August 6th, 
1828, he says, " in riding from General Jackson's house 
to Nashville, near the Clover-Bottom, he spoke to me in 
relation to a commission in Burr's army," leaving out 
the material idea of a reference to what was afterwards, 
as he says, called a conspiracy ; showing thereby that 
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in these statements, Judge Williams does not pretend to 
detail with accuracy, the words or terms used in the con- 
versation, but only the general impressions, and that those 
impressions are indefinite and very vague, and are the 
mere floating and broken reminiscences of a feeble and 
shattered memory. Judge Williams says, that from the 
best of his recollection, Mr. Smith, Mr. Curry and Dr. 
Watkins, among others, were present when Burr's effigy- 
was burnt. Mr. Smith says he was not present either at 
the ball, or at the burning of the effigy. Mr. Curry says 
that he was not present at the ceremony of burning Colo- 
nel Burr's effigy, and considered it a disgraceful act ; and 
he also says in confirmation of Judge Williams' feeble- 
ness of memory, and the probable recentness of his pre- 
sent, impressions that * Mr. Williams called on me fre- 
quently after Burr became an object of suspicion, and con- 
versed freely on the subject, and, as I then thought, with- 
held nothing ; yet he never told me that General* Jackson 
wanted to enlist him to fight the Spaniards, nor ever men- 
tioned his name as connected with, or knowing to any of 
Burr's schemes.' These and other discrepancies and con- 
tradictions, are mentioned, not to shew any wilful or cor- 
rupt mis-statement on the part of Judge Williams, but to 
shew how little credence or trust can be placed on the re- 
collections of a memory, mistaken in so many circum- 
stances, and persons, and things, when it comes to detail 
a conversation, in which a single word would wholly trans- 
form its meaning and construction. But to dispose of 
Judge Williams, and to shew what degree of confidence 
was due to what he related, either as to facts or the conver- 
sations of others — whether this want of confidence arose 
from gr«at unsoundness of memory or other cause— and 
also to shew how far Judge Williams' feelings as to Gfene- 
ral Jackson entitled him to the character of a cool and im- 
partial witness ; and also in further elucidation of Judge 
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Williams' candour and consistency, the investigating com- 
mittee called the attention of every American citizen to 
the following extract of a publication of Judge Williams, 
dated M'Minnyille, June 28th, 1828. 

*^ State also if you please, Mr. Editor, that in the town 
of M'Minnville, there lives a man by the name of Theo- 
doric Burton — a man of truth and respectability7 as I 
have heard here. He states that in 1805» he was one of 
Burr's men, and was mustered into service at the Clo- 
ver Bottom, with arms in their hands — that above seventy- 
five men signed the list of enrolment at the same time 
with himself — that at that time General Jackson and Cote- 
nel Burr, were on the gr#and, and that Patton Anderson 
was his captain. Burton says, when the men imder An- 
derson separated, it was under an agreement, as to the time 
when they were to march off with Burr, as his men— - 
and that before that time came round the matter bursted. 
This is a condensed view of what Burton says ; who re- 
vises to give a written statement. 

Nath. W. Williams.*' 

The atteirtion of the American people was then call- 
ed to compare this statement of Judge Williams with 
that of Mr. Burton, the gentleman referred to in the 
above extract ; and we now make the same request of our 
•readers. 

" M'Minnville, Warren County, Tennessee, September 
6th, 1828. To the Editors of the Republican. Gen- 
tlemen : — In as much as Nathaniel W. Williams, in a 
late newspaper publication, has taken the liberty to advert 
to my name, and to give me as authority for &cts in rela- 
tion to General Jackson and Colonel Burr, which I never 
stated to him or any one else, and which in truth I never 
heard of before ; it is due to my character, humble as it 
may be, and to Q^ieral Jackson, the destruction of whose 

private and honest reputation he seeks, to declare to the 

3 
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world that I Was never mustered into Colonel Bnrr^s ser* 
vice at the Clover Bottom, or any where else, nor did I 
ever so state to Judge Williams, 

" When Colonel Burr, was in this coimtry, many 3rears 
ago, (the particular year or season of the year, is not now 
within my recollection, I resided with Major Oilman Dick«> 
son,) Patton Anderson passed through the neighborhood, 
and was engaged in recruiting a company, as he said, fi>r 
the purpose of making a settlement in the Washita coun- 
try. Being a young man, I was prevailed upon by Majo)r 
Dickson and Patton Anderson, to join the company, and 
did actually enroll myself under Anderson, I knew not 
how many men were engaged besides myself, nor do I 
remember any one of my acquaintances or neighbors 
who did join the company. Here, however, the matter 
ended. I was never mustered into service at the Clover 
Bottom, nor did I ever receive any arms, as I am made 
to say most untruly by Judge Williams, to whom I de- 
clare I never made so unfounded an assertion ; nor did I 
ever see any military parade of any company of persons, 
v^Aatever, at the Clover Bottom, or any where else, at the 
time referred to, and as stated by the Judge. 

"So fer from wishing, or intending,. |5rom any thing and 
every thing I know on the subject of Colonel Burr and 
his alleged conspiracy, or in any conversation with Judge 
Williams, to condemn General Jackson, or to connect his 
name with any scheme, unfriendly to the government, I 
wish to be understood as declaring to the world that I be- 
lieve liim to be an injured patriot, in many things — ^in 
nothing more cruelly, than in the attempt to make him 
a conspirator. It is right and proper to add, that when 
Judge Williams heard of my complaints, occasioned by 
his xmauthorized use of my name ; he wished to avoid the 
eensure that awaited him, by begging me not to give this 
statement, but to leave to him to exonerate himself, by cor- 
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recting his publications. I leaye the world to form their 
q;>iiuoiis of such conduct. Th^qdoric Bvrtok.'* 

After this eompariscm, and after the concluding re* 

marks and facts exhibited in Mr. Burton's letteri we might 

securely consign Judge Williams^ his mindt his memory, 

his accuracy, and his credit, to be estimated as our rea» 

ders may think meet and proper. 

But we now submit to the good Bcpse of all reflecting 
men, the extreme improbability, that under the circum- 
stances related by Judge Williams, any treasonable or il- 
legal proposition could have been made to him by G^ene- 
ral Jackson ; a proposition, pregnant with the most fearful 
^kI dangerous consequences to the projector ; made with- 
out any previous ascertainment of the man's views or 
feelings to whom it was addressed ; without any promise 
or even request of secrecy or concealment ; without ex- 
planation or development of the means to be employed^ 
or the objects to be attained ; made in a casual and care- 
less conversation, made to a young man of much less than 
mediocrity of intellect, and who had nothing to bring in 
aid of such a high and dangerous enterprise, but want of 
talent and want of prudence— K:ontains a series of impro- 
babilities, which amount to absolute certainty, and which 
the most credulous and prejudiced, we believe, must reject. 

But when we come to examine what Judge Williams 
relates of this conversation, we find that if any such 
ever did occur, it must naturally and necessarily be refer- 
red to the legal, &ir views and publicly avowed of Colonel 
Burr ; in the two regiments spoken of in his letters to 
Gkmeral Jackson, General Robertson, and others, to be or- 
ganized and commissioned by the government : to the force 
and arms to be employed by the United States, in the an- 
ticipated war with Spain ; to the list of young men spoken 
of in CJolond Burr's letters, and which was to be laid be- 
fore the Secretary of War : in short, to the armed force, 
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al the head of which. Colonel Burr held out the belief; 
he was to be pl^ed by goyemmeat, in the event of a war 
with Spain. Jadge Williams does not pteteod that Ge- 
neral Jackson disclosed to him any treasonable or illegal 
projects ; does not pretend that the offer spoken of, was 
preceded by any conversation or communications by Ge- 
neral Jackson, of any traitorous or illegal conspiracy 
against the peace or integrity of the United States. If 
such communications had been made to Judge Williams* 
and he had £iiled to reveal th^n instantly to the proper 
authorities, he would stand an in£unous and avowed trai- 
tor in heart, and unworthy the confidence of any honest 
man or true citizen. But he does not say any such plans 
or plots were communicated to him; in justice to Judge 
Williams, and in comformity with truth, we must say, none 
such ever were. 

In his letter to Greneral Jackson of September STthy. 
ISSfSf Williams says, sometime before Jefferson's procla- 
mation, in riding from General Jackson's house to Nash* 
viUe, General Jackson, in reference to thtU conspiracy^ 
or what was afterwards called by others a conspiracy^ 
said to me *' that I could, if I would accept it, obtain a 
commission of captain." This is the only one of Judge 
Williams' several statements, in which he uses any term 
even implying wrong or illegality ; the word conspiracy^ 
and the only words, attributed to General Jackson are, 
" General Jackson said to me, I could, if I would accept 
it, obtain a commission of captain." He says that this 
was said by General Jackson in reference to that con- 
spiracy. What conspiracy T Did it refer to any previous 
conversation developing a conspiracy ! Judge Williams 
does not say so. No state of facts then existed even in 
his mind, to which the term conspiracy was by him. then 
attached ; but it was what was afterwards by others called 
9Q. This is not left to reasoning, however conclusive and 
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Mtis&ctory thai may be, for in hk stibseqaent a&d mature 
atatemeat, published, as he aTOWB, from a aeMe of'duty^ 
he aaya, *^ in riding friun General Jackson's house to 
NashTiUe, near the Clover Bottom, he spoke to me in re- 
lation to a commission in Burr's army," and this was 
some time in the spring or £dl of 1806. Here the offer 
and conversation is in reference to ** Burr's army,"— -what 
army, and for what objects ! Beyond all question, the army 
«poJD^of by Burr, in his letter to General JadcBon of March, 
1806 ; the officers to be comnUBsioned by the Secretary of 
War, and to be employed against Spain. We now dismiss 
Judge Williams. 

We shall now briefly recapitulate the most material 
fiicts and circumstances, proved by the foregoing testimo* 
ny* 1st. That General Jackson only received and treated 
Coionel Bvxt, as a generous and hospitable gentleman 
would receive and treat a guest and ac(pttdntance, who 
th^o, and long had, held a distxnguidied rank as a states- 
man and man of talents, in the estimation of the great re- 
publican party in the United States ; who had recently 
held the second office in the government, and with whom 
the honoraUe and the good might associate without re- 
proach, and as a man, in Mr. Jeflerson's kmguage, *< here* 
tofore distinguished by the &vor of his country." 

% That General Jadcaos communicated to the govern- 
ment and Its officers, fully and e:q»licitly, so soon as he 
had information of aiqr kind« 

S* That Colonel Burr never did eoinjsmnicate to Qene- 
ml JaeksoOf any designs treaaonable or hostile to the go^ 
vemment of the United States } but always avowed designs 
cvnsnteBt with its interest, ancl averred by hkn, to be sup- 
ported by its cevntcnfltice and authority. 

4.>^Thai ^e first puldie suspicions ais t^ the legality of 
Gdienel Burr's prejcety^ were allayed, and to a great de*- 
gree destroyed^ by die isveetigatidite iu Kentucky in the 
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beginning' of December, 1806, by the finding of the gtBxA 
jury; whick was evidently calculated to have this effect, 
wmi whitH effect is proved by Mr. Jefferson's message of 
January 2SS3, 1807, to have been produced, where he 
says, '* In Kentucky the premature attempt to bring 
Burr to justice without., sufficient evidence for his convio 
tion, has produced a popular impression in his fiivor* and 
a general disbelief of his guilt." ^r . 

5. That aftoc suspicions had been excited against Colo* 
nel Burr, or after the letters to Governor Claiborne, Qe- 
neral Smith, and Doctor tHckson, Colonel Burr never 
was invited to General Jackson's house ; but that, when 
in the State of Tennessee, in the month of December,. 1806, 
he jcemained, not at General Jackson's, but at a tavern, at 
the Clover Bottom, sevecal miles distant, near which his 
boats were ; and he was received with a marked change 
of manners and coldness by Jackson and others ; and an 
interview was sought with Burr by Jackson, and had in 
the presence of several gentlemen, when iBurr most 
solemnly avowed his innocence, and disavowed all objects 
hostile to the Union of government ; and that the presi* 
dent's proclamation was not received at Nashville, until 
the 27th of* Peoember,, 1806,. five days after Colonel Burr's 
dejiarture. with only two boats. 

6. That frpm the unhappy inaccuracy of Jnige Wil* 
liams' memory and recollections, no reliuioe can be placed 
on his statements ; but that if any such rdiance could be 
given, it is shown that the offer and ccmyersation he speaks 
o( r^ted above, was to the public, well known and legal 
eljeots held out and. i^ken of by Colonel Burr. 

We do not feel pedeotly sure, that in the course we 
have pursued, in the refutation: of these charges, we shall 
not be considered by some, as manifesting a want of pre- 
per trust in the enlightened intelligence, and the nobh 
and coniKUng natures of the American people ;. and who- 
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ther it miglit not be thought a more than sufficient answer 
to the base surmises, the unworthy suspicions, and the 
feebly labored arguments, which have been circulate 
with so much industry, to point with emphasis to a long 
life devoted to the serrice of his country: his boyhood 
given to the war of the revolution, and to the achievement- 
of her independence ; his mature manhood to the honest 
and &ithiul discharge of all the duties of her highest civil 
employments ; and his late years, when aga might claim 
an exemption from toil and danger, when his accusers 
were to be foimd in the x^ourts' and palaces of kings, Ot 
reposing in the lap of ease and luxury, he was only to be 
found in the wilderness and on the field of battle ; only in 
the pursuit or in the fiure of the enemies of his country, 
exposed to every peril, to every privation, to every suffer- 
ing, before which the coward or the traitor's heatt would 
have quailed or been* subdued. This might be relied on 
as a sufficient reply to the charge, that General Jackson 
was tainted .with treason, that he was leagued and con- 
nected with traitors and enemies to his country. And how 
ill-timed and imgraciously, this charge comes at this late 
day ! There was a time of all others, when if trye, or if 
colored by the semblance of truth, it should have been 
urged and loudly trumpeted: in the dark and stormy 
period of 1813 and 1814, when treason was much spoken 
of and much feared ; when a severance of the Union was 
not darkly hinted at, but boldly spoken of in the capitol ; 
not about to be effected by two empty flat boats, and half 
a dozen unarmed men, but urged, countenanced, and «up* 
ported^ by the most powerful nation on the earth, then ouY 
foe, and hanging on all our coasts and frontiers, with her 
Tietorious and numerous fleets and armies : — then was the 
time when traitors should have been denounced, when 
Jackson, if suspectecT,. should have been handled with in- 
&myt an<f all power and confidence w^hheld from him : 
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then, when lie wae to take comsiand of one diTisioA of 
the amies of the United States, to be invested with tmli* 
mited military power, diould he have be^n held np as 
shrouded in suspicion, and unworthy to be trusted. But 
did a whisper, a murmur, then, of doubt or distrust break 
forth T All looked to^Jiim as a iather and friend, with 
whom in that fearful hour, the safety of the nation audits 
highest powers, could be deposited with the utmost seen* 
rity. • 

But having proo&, we denned it best to present them» 
which not only positively an4: directly disprove this 
charge,, in all its forms, and expose tl\e propagators of it 
to shame and confusion, but will shed additional lustre 
on the endowments both of the head and heart of'this dis* 
tinguished bene&ctor of his country ; and prove the truth 
of that elevated and manly sentiment expressed to his 
Mends, hi r^rence to this subject, when loose scraps 
and notes written in haste many years ago, and long for. 
gotten, were raked up and published : *< I recollect them 
not, but this I do know, and avow, that never in all my 
life did I entertain ev^ a thought that I would not cheer* 
fully submit to the judgment of the American people^ and 
stand or fidl by their decision." (1) 

(1) See Appenudiz. 
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CHAPTER IL 

Mr. Jackson a Major-Generdlr^The war of 1812— 
Ckiuses which led to it — Indian hostilities^^Oeneral 
Harrison checks them — The Southern trihes^-^Te* 
cwToseh appears among them-^xcites them to hos^ 
tilitf — T%e CreekS'^their hostile preparations^^ 
Acts of Congress for raising volunteers — General 
Jackson addresses the militia of his division — His 
expedition to Natchez — Disobeys the order of the 
Secretary of War — Is justified-^Creek war — MaS' 
sacre of F6rt Mimms^^Gcneral Jackson marches 
against the Creeks — Battle of Tallushatches — €hn. 
Jackson* s and General Coffee^s report of it* 

In 1612, Mi. Jackson was still Major-General of the 
militia of the state of Tennessee ; an appointment which 
he received at the time of the admission of that state into 
the Umon« This period, so dark and ominous fdr the 
prosperity of our republic, must be vivid in the recollec- 
tion of every American reader. ^Gr^t Britain had been 
for a series of years in the habit of violating the dearest 
rights of our citizens, till roused, at length, they caught 
the spirit which prompted those 

" Who fought and won at BennijigtQDy 
And bled at Bunker HiU ^" 

and stood forth in Uieir might to assert and maintain those 
invaluable privileges, which had been planted and nur« 
tured by their &thers* blood. 
A brief sketch of the causes which led to thQ war in 
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which General Jackson took so distiBguished a part, may 
not be inappropriate, in order to give the reader a clear 
idea of the motives which actuated him in the prosecution 
of the arduous and responsible duties of his station. 

Unavailing had been the attempts of Great Britain to 
rivet the chains of bondage upon us by her odious system 
of legislation ; vain had been her efforts to awe us* into 
subjection by her military ptowess ; and at last with the 
greatest reluctance, a* reluctance which necessity* alone 
was able -to overcome, was she brought to acknowledge 
our independence. This mortified her extremely, and 
induced her, to vent her g5)leen, by tolerating her subjects 
in the practice of wanton aggressions upon the rights and 
immunities of the American people, from that period to 
our last contest vdth that nation. She saw that the coa- . 
federation which held the states together, during a contest 
with lin implacable, enemy, would be relaxed and broken 
in a time of peace. She hoped that civil dissensions 
would^divide and weaken us, and produce a train of cir- 
cumstances which might serve to bring us again imder 
her subjection. To use the lai^guage of one who has 
written forcibly upon this subject, ^B was happy for 
America that she possessed, at this moment, a galaxy of 
sages and patriots, Who held a powerful influence over the 
minds of their fellow-citizens. By their exertions, a 
spirit of compromise and accommodation was introduced, 
which terminated in our present glorious compact. By 
this «ve|lt. Great Britain lost, for a time, the opportunity 
of^tampering with the states, of fomenting jealousies, and* 
of governing by division. Her policy was changed; it 
became a favorite idea, that our growth should be re- 
pressedi and so nuuiy impedimenta thrown^ in our way, a9. 
to convince us that wehadgainednothingby^becomingfreet 
We soon experienced the effects -of her disappointment. 
Contrary to express stipulation, she refosed to surr^tuler 
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the western parts, and, at the same time, secretly insti- 
gated the savages to murder the frontier settlers." Spain 
* was, at this rery momeat, practising her intrigues, to 
draw off the western states from the confederacy, of which 
there is little doubt England' would soon have availed her- 
self. 

** We also came in contact with Britain (m the ocean ; 
our commeice began to flourish ; and on the breaking out 
of the French war, she found in us formidable rivals. In 
order to put a stop to this competition, she called into life 
the odious uid almost obsolete rule of '66, which is a pal* 
pable violation of the law of nations. The spirit of this 
rule is to prevent the neutral from enjoying anyiommerce 
which.would not, at the same time, be open to the belli* 
j^e^ent; in other words, to permit no neutraL The 
oiders in conncU which followed in 1703, were barely 
tolerable, compared with thoee of NovwDber sixth, which 
were iecretly circulated among the British cruisers, au- 
thorizing them to capture *all vessels laden with*tlw 
produce of any of the colonies of France, or carrying 
provision or supplies to the said colony,' which swept, 
at once, the greafsrpart of our commerce from the ocean. 
This produced great dissatis&ction among the American 
people. They were clamorous for war, which the firm- 
ness of Washington alone prevented. The orders in 
council were modified a little by th5se issued in 1705 and 
'08; but the same vexations and abuses continued. To 
these aggressions were added the violations of oxtt tom- 
fllercial and maritime^ghts, by the impressment of our 
seamen, and hostile attacks upon our Aips* The con- 
sequ^ces that followed, are familiar to ev^y ^mB^<^^^ 
reader. 

** While' the public mind was in a state ^ ferment, 
from our disputes with England and France^ our frontiers 
were thxei^ned with an Indian war from the inst^[alions 
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of the former. Tke United States have frequently been 
charged with cruel violence and injustice to the Indians* 
That we had encroached upon their hunting grounds, 
cannot be demed, but this was the necessary consequence 
of the increase in our population ; but the great differ- 
ence between us and other nations^ in relation to Indian 
lands, is, that instead of taking them without ever 
acknowledging the right of the Indians, we have en- 
deavored to obtain them by fair purchase. The United 
States were the first to respect the Indian territorial right, 
as they 'WB^je the first to abolish the slave trade and domes- 
tic slavery; for, as a nation, we have forbidden it. 

^' There estisted, at this period, a celebrated Indian 
warrior, who had been always remarkable for his enmity 
to the whites, and who, like Pontiac, had formed the design 
of uniting all the different tribes, in order to oppose an 
efiectual barrier to the further extension of the settle- 
ments. Tecumseh was a formidable enemy ; he resorted 
to every artifice to stir up the minds of the Indians 
against us. Of an active and restless character, he 
visited the most distant nations, and endeavored to rouse 
ihem by his powerful elpquelice. He also assailed the 
superstitious minds of his countrymen, by meai^s of his 
brother, a kind of conjuror, called *the prophet.' He 
bad received assurances from the British of such assist- 
ance as would enable him to carry his plans into execution. 
In the year 1811, a council was held by Governor Har- 
rison, *of Indiana, at Yincennes, and at which Tecumseh 
attended, to remonstrate against a purchase lately made 
from the Kickapoos and some other tribes. In a strain 
of wonderful eloquence, the orator inveighed against the 
encroachments of the Americans, gave a faithful history 
of the progress of the settlements, from the first com- 
mencement on the Delaware, to the moment at which he 
spoke. When answered by Harrison, he grasped his 
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tomaJiawk, in a fit of ^hrenzy, and boldly charged the 
American goTemor with having uttered what was felse; 
the warriors who attended him, twenty or thirty in num- 
ber, followed his example ; but Harrison had fortunately 
posted a gaard of soldiers near* who put a stop to their 
fury. > ."-^mJ 

** Towards the close of the year, the frontier settlers 
had 'become seriously alarmed ; every thing on the part of 
the Indians appeared to indicate approaching hostilities. 
Qov. Harrison resolved to march towards the prophet's 
town, with a body of Kentucky and Indiana milittti, and the 
fourth United States regiment, unde^ command of Colonel 
Boyd, to demand satis&ction of the Indian% and to put a 
stop to their hostile designs* In the month of Noy6ttiber, 
having approached within a few^ miles of the^'prophet's 
town, the principal chiefi came out with offers of peace 
and submission, and requested the governor to encamp for 
the night, as it was then too late to enter upon business. 
It was not long before this was discovered to be a treacher- 
ous artifice. At four o'clock in the morning, the camp 
was furiously assailed, and afier a bloody and doubtful 
contest, the Indians were finally repulsed, with the lost 
of one hundred and eighty killed and wounded, en our 
part, and a still greater number on theirs. A number of 
valuable ofiScers fell on this occasion. Harrison, B&$i 
this, destroyed the prophet's town, and having established 
forts, returned to Vincennes." * r (f J 

Tecumseh Jed to the southern tribes, upon the Alabama, 
early in 1813, to inspire the savages there to act in con- 
cert with their red brethren of the north. But, nothing 
had so powerful effect in exciting the hostilities of the 
Creek, 'Alabama, and Seminole Indians, against fhe bor- 
derers of the South- West Territory, as the promises, 
bribery, and corrupting influence of British and Spanish 
emissaries. With their hereditary hatred against the 
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Americanat added to the enthusiasm excited by Teciiins€ih« 
and the liberal aid of the British and Spanish goyeru^ 
ments, these powerful tribes, at the commencement of the 
last war, were prepared to extend over our western 
frontiers all the devastation and horrors of savage hoe* 
tiUty. 

The states of Tennessee and G^rgia, from their yicinity 
to the extensive country inhabited by the 'Creeks, were 
more immediately exposed to Indian ravages. Familiar- 
tzed to their unrelenting barbarity, the citizens of these 
states were fiilly aware, that nothing but a war of ^ixter- 
mination against the Creeks, would protect their own 
settlements on the frontiers from destruction, and their 
ftmilies from inhuman butchery. Tecumseh had, by bia 
art, his eloquence, and his assumed divinity, infused into 
the Creek nation the most deadly hatred against the Ame* 
ricans* He addressed himself to their pride, by remindio^ 
them of the ancient power of the savages^and the bound* 
less extent of their territory. He aroused their vengeance 
against us, as the people who had reduced their numbejrs, 
and diminished their greatness. He censured them for 
their conformity in any respect to the Americans, and 
exhorted them upon the fearful penalty of the displeasure 
of the Qreat Spirit, to return to their original savage 
habits. The instigations of a master spirit, such as was 
Tecumseh, produced a powerful effect upon the tribes of 
the south. A complete concert was established between 
all the southern tribes, and a generiLl concert between them 
and the northern ones. War clubs were every where di»» 
tributed ; but the most profound secrecy enjoined. 

Such was the situation of our national relations, when 
the acts of Congress of the 6th February, and July, lSk2t 
authorizing the Pre«dent to accept the services of fifty 
thousand volunteers, were promulgated. On « receipt , of 
intelligence relating to the passage of these acts, Genieral 



jAekson poblifflied an energetic addreit to the milit&i of 
his division, which drew two thousand five hundred of 
Ihem to his standard, and without delay he made a tendet 
of their servicor to the government, which tender was 
accepted. The detachmoit having been embodied and 
-organized, was ordered to .jiroceed by water to New* 
Orleans. 

Subseqaently to his departure. General Jackson was 
prdeied to halt near Natchez, and in compliance with it, hm 
te<^ a position in the neighborhood of that city. Here, 
while attending to the health and discipline of the corpSi 
he received a laconic mandate from the War Department, 
commanding him to dismiss his volunteers, and deliver all 
public property in his possession to Greneral Wilkinson, 
then conmianding the military district in which they were 
stationed. This order he disobeyed, and, for so doing, he 
has been most grievously reproached. But a detail of the 
circumstances, we doubt not, will convince our readers, 
that his justifbation is complete. 

/^ It is first to be noticed, that as all men have some 
degree of fallibility and some degree of discretion, and as 
the imperfections of language, antf the interposition of dis- 
tance, giye ample scope for both, it may well happen, that 
the non-execution of an order is the best possible mode of 
obeying the government. When an officer receives an 
order, which the exercise of a sound discretion convinces 

* 

him would not have been issued, had the condition of the 
circomstanees in which it was to operate been known to 
the authority from which it proceeded, the spirit of his 
duty comes in direct opposition to the letter of his order* 
Obedience, in such a case, consists not in a blind submis* 
sipn to the .words, but in a zealous fulfilment of the inten* 
tions oT the governments The order of the Emperor, it is 
true, authorized Grouchy to continue his unprofitable cOI^ 
teat with the Prussians, but the spirit of his duty require 
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his presence atld exertions at Waterloo. By disregarding 
the signal which recalled him from fight. Lord Nelson 
fulfilled the wishes of his government, shook the throne 
of Denmark, and shattered the confederacy of the northern 
powers. Nothing can be more obvious than the distinc- 
tion between nominal and real obedience, and it is singular 
that this should have escaped tl^ attention of General 
Jackson's accusers. They seem to forget that an order 
may be obscure, and therefore liable to misconstruction ; 
and that it may contain imperfections of date or expression, 
which bring into doubt its genuineness. In the case now 
considered, all these causes operated against a strict ex« 
ecution of the order, (jleneral Jackson could not be easily 
convinced that it was. the intention of the President, a^er 
accepting the service of his volunteersv. and removing them 
six himdred miles from their homes, in an inclement sea- 
son, pregnant with disease ; and beyond a vast wilderness 
filled with hostility, to deprive them of food to save them 
from hunger — ^to strip them of tents to cover them firom 
the weather — and of arms to defend them from the sft- 
vages. 

" Yet, on the 16th of March, he received the duplicate 
of the order to which we have already adverted, requiring 
him ' to consider his troops as dismissed from public ser- 
vice, and to deliver over to General Wilkinson all articles 
of public property which may have been put into their pos- 
session* — ^not leaving the men a mouthful of food — ^in 
the hands of the detachment a musket or cartridge — ^in 
the^ssession of the corps a single tent or wagon, or the 
smallest accommodation for their sick, of whom there were 
more than one hundred and fifly. He received another 
copy of the same order, which was dated near a month 
earlier, . before General Armstrong, whose signature k 
bore, had come into the War Department, containing 
variations of expression, which made it aibear not to be 
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«tt emet copy. However, he determined to obey it wikk 
as nxach exactness and as little delay as possible. He 
saw that its declaratory part eSbcted itself; — ^he and hia 
detacbxnent were dismissed the service of the United 
8tat«s. The order waa not a direction to disband ; but a 
notification oi dismissal, so &r efiected itself, and required 
in no degree the agency of Greneval Jackson. Its man- 
datory clause, relating t&pablic property, and admitting of 
some exceptions, he conceived it his duty, both to the 
goTemment and to his men, not to carry into fiiil exeeutionl 
Viewing ours as a just and paternal goyemment, he con- 
tsddered his detachment inuch as the law considers a pre- 
termitted child, and determined to do that for his men 
which the goTernment had, it appeared, forgotten to do« 
In a letter to the governor of Tennessee, under whose 
authority the order of the Secretary had replaced him, he 
says, * I hare, however, from the necessity of the case, 
determined to keep some of the tents, and to march the 
men back in as good order as possible ; 'and I will make 
^ery sacrifice to add to their comfort. I have required 
of the contractor here twenty days' rations, which will take 
ray m^i to Colbert's ; and I must trust in Providence ai|d 
your exertions, to fiirnish them with supplies from, there to 
Nashville/ To General Wilkinson, who had enclosed 
the order, he says : ' I have had the honor of receiving 
your letter of the 8th inst. with its enclosures, containing 
directions for me to deliver over the public property to you» 
which is in the possession of my detachment. The order 
will Ije complied witt, except a small reservation of t^its 
for the i^ck, and some other indispensable articles. I 
acknowledge the order wbb^ unexpected ; but I coincide 
with you in sentiment, that those who are bound, must 
obey.' " 

Let our readers recollect, that the law under which the 
aendcea oi this eorps had been accepted, made the vttag 
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and accoutrements of the soldier, his private property aC 
hh discharge— operating like a bounty on enlistments-— 
and that of course QenenJ Jackson had no right to apply 
it to this species of military property^ and that he only sua* 
pended its executicm so hi as to jretain a few tents and 
other articles indispensable to the care of the sick, until 
he could get his corps through the wilderness, which was 
already the scene of those Indian murders that soon 
brought on the vCreek war ; that to effect this honorable 
and patriotic putpose, he borrowed five thousand dollars 
of a merchant in Natchez ; that the government itself 
sanctioned his proceedings j that this chivalric corps con- 
tained the Coffees and the Carrols, who fought where- 
ever they could find a foe, and the Lauderdales and the 
Donelsons who fell with so much glory ; and also that 
the tender of this g»rps had been accepted by government 
in August, that they had been assemble in December, 
had embarked on the Cumberland in January, that after 
voyaging, often through floating ice and stormy weather, 
more than one thousand miles, they had encamped near 
Natchez, on the 21st of February, end that had Gleneral 
Jackson then, through fear of '' indignityy" disbanded 
his troops, and left them uncovered, imfed, undefi^ded, 
victims to disease, to want, and to murder ; the patriots 
of Tennessee would have been justly disgusted with a ser- 
vice, which, when inspired with gratitude mni affection 
for A«r fidthful leader, they adhered to with such zeal 
and triumphant efficacy ; and the American people would 
be apt to conclude, that more moderation on the part of 
General Jackson, would have been mean spirited ; would 
have betrayed a vcant of that sensibility to the claims of 
friendship, and neighborhood, and fellowship, which he 
so ardently felt, which did him so much honor as a man, 
and were so fortunate in the event to his. country. It 
appears, then, that so far from deserving censure for the 
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modified execution of the order in question^ which was so 
abundantly justified by the circumstances of the case, was 
approved by the government, upd sanctioned by events ; 
he merits the praise of prudence and generosity, and is 
entitled to the gratitude x)f his country, for that seasonable 
and enlightened independence, which had the efi*ect of 
attaching to him and to her the materials of fiiture safety 
and honor. 

General Jackson having overcome all opposition in as- 
suming the bold position, already spoken ^ and so high- 
ly justifiable, as the circumstances we have detailed abun- 
dantly prove, broke up his campj and commenced the march 
of his corps to Tennessee. Nothing could exceed the 
fortitude and perseverance of this patriotic "band and their 
intrepid leader, during their march of five hundred miles 
through deep morasses,, and unbroken forests, exposed to 
every hardship and privation. General Jackson animated 
and encouraged his troops by his example, rescued his 
horse to assist in conveying the sick, and marched on foot 
ii)\the ranks with his soldiers, partook with them their 
meagre diet,, and was imremttting in his endeavors to mi«' 
tigate their sufferings and soften their hardships. At the 
close t)f his march, he disbanded his men, who returned 
to their respective homes. 

The Creeks, as our readers will recollect, for some moilths 
previous to tliese transactions, had manifested a spirit of 
hostility to the United Stat^. Our situation in regard to • 
them was now of a nature which excited much alarm 
among the borderers of Georgia, Tennessee and, Mississip- 
pi. In consequence of the threatening appeaaances to the 
south, and the hostilities which already prevailed with the 
Indians inhabiting the Spanish territory. Governor Mitch- 
ell, of Georgia, was required by the Secretary of War, to 
detach a brigade to the Oakmulgee river, for the purpose of 
covering the frontier settlements of the state. Governor 
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Holmes of the Mississippi territory, was at the same timber 
ordered to join a body of militia to the volunteers mider 
General Claiborne, then -stationed on the Mobile. In the 
coarse of the summer, the settlers in the vicinity of that 
liver, became so much alarmed ^om the hostile deport- 
ment of the Creeks, that the greater part abandoned their 
plantations, and sought refuge in the different forts, while 
the peace party amongst the Creeks had, in some places, 
shut themselves up in forts, anf were besieged by their 
countrymen. 

Hostilities were commenced by one of the most shock- 
ing massacres that can be found recorded in the an- 
nals of savage warfare. The borderers, from an imper- 
fect idea of their danger, had adopted an erroneous mode 
of defence, hy throwing themselves into small forts or sta- 
tions, at great distances from each other, on the various 
branches of the Mobile. Early in August it was ascer- 
tained that the Indians intended to make an attack upon 
all these stations, and destroy them in detail. The first 
place of contemplated attack was fort Mimms, in which 
the greatest number of inhabitants had been collected. 
Towards the latter part of August, information waabrought 
that the Indians were about to make an attack on this fort, 
but unfortunately too little attention was paid to the warn- 
ing. During the momentary continuance of the alarm, 
some preparations were made for defence,, but it seems 
that it was almost impossible to rouse them from their un- 
fortunate disbttlief of the proximity of their danger. The 
fort was commanded by Major Beasley, of the Mississippi 
territory, a brave officer, with about one hundred volun- 
teers under his command. By some fetality, notwith- 
standing the warnings he had received, he^ was not suffi- 
ciently on his guard, and suffered himself to be surprised 
on the 30^ of August, at noonday.. The sentinel had 
scarcely time to notify the approach of the Indians, when 
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they rushed with a terrific yell towards the gate, which 
was open ; the garrison was instantly under arms, and 
the commander, with some of his men flew, towards the 
gate in order to close it, and if possible expel Uie enemy ; 
but he soon fell mortally wounded. After a desperate 
conflict, the gate was finally closed ; but a number of In- 
dians had taken possession of a block-house, from which 
they were expelled after a bloody contest. The assault 
was 8tUl continued for an hour, on the outside of the pick- 
ets ; the port holes were se^xal times carried by the assail- 
ants, and retaken by those within the fort. 

The Indians withdraw for a moment, apparently disheart- 
ened by their loss, but on being harangued by their chiefs 
Weatherford, with all the fervour of Indian eloquence, 
they returned with augmented fury to the attack — cut 
away the gate with their axes — ^forced the pickets — pos- 
sessed themselves of the area of the fort, and compelled 
the besieged to take refuge in the houses. Here they 
made a gallant resistance, but the Indians at length setting 
fire to the roofs, their situation became one of utter hope- 
lessness. A more horrible scene of caxnage than that which 
followed the possession of this fortress b^ the savages ne- 
ver appeared upon the records of human butchery. The 
agonizing shrieks of the women and their helpless chil- 
dren were unavailing ; not a soul was spared by these 
monsters ; from age to infancy, they became the victims of 
indiscriminite massacre ; and some to avoid a worse fate 
rushed into the flames. A few only escaped by leaping 
over the pickets while the Indians were engaged in the 
work of death. About two hundred and sixty persons, 
of all ages and sexes, perished. The panic caused at the 
other outposts, or stations, by this dreadful catastrophe,, 
can scarcely be described ; the wretched inhabitants, fear- 
ing, a similar fate abandoned their retreats of &ncied se- 
curity iu the middle of the night, and eflfected their es- 
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cape to Mobile after the enduraitce of trery $peiA9B ct 
mdfeiing^ The dwellings of the bordeters were humt, 
and their cattle destroyed. 

On the receipt of thia disaatiDua intelligence, the in* 
habitants of Tennessee, though not in immediate danger, 
adopted the most energetic measures to protect the border* 
ers, and avenge the massacre at fort Mimms. The legia* 
lature of the state convened towards the close of Septem-* 
her, and authorized Governor Blount to call into immedi'- 
ate service Ihree thousand five hundred of the militia, and 
voted a large sum for their support. The legislature, and 
indeed the whole population of Tennessee, fixed their 
hopes upon General Jackson. The confidence of all in 
him was unlimited. It had long been his opinion, that the 
only effectual mode of war&re against the savages, was 
to carry war into the heart of their country. General 
Wayne many years since, and General Harrison more 
recently, had evinced the correctness of this opinion* 
The legislature accorded with him in sentiment, and the 
command of the intended expedition devolved upon him. 
He was ordered by Governor Blount to call out two thou- 
sand militia, and to rendezvous at Fayetteville. A part of 
this detachment consisted of the Tennessee volunteers, who 
had the preceding spring returned from Natchez. Upon 
the fourth of October, 1613, the day appointed, the troops 
promptly repaired io the pkce of rendezvous. 

Colonel Coff'^e, in the mean time, had raised five him- 
dred mounted volunteers, and was authorized to augment 
his force by adding to it the volunteer mounted riflemen 
who might oflfer their services. On the 7th of October, 
General Jackson repaired to the rendezvous of Fayetteville, 
and with his corps commenced his march Ibr the Creek 
Country. Colonel Coflfee proceeded with his cavalry and 
mounted riflemen towards the frontiers, and slpttioned him« 
self near Huntsville* In the Creek nation were many 
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natives in amity with the United States. From them, im- 
portant infonnatioQ was obtained, and essentip.! seirice 
was rendered l^y them to our troops. On the 8th, Colonel 
Coffee informed General Jackson by express^ that firom 
information derived from Indian runners, the hostile Creeks 
were collecting in great force ; and intended simultane- 
ously to attack the frontiers of Georgia and Tennessee. , 

General Jackson, on the 10th, put his corps in motioUf 
and by great exertions reached Huntsville the same day, 
a distance of forty miles. Colonel Coffee had reached 
the Tennessee river, and General Jackson overtook him 
the next day, and united with his regiment upon the bank 
of the river. ~ He then dispatched Colonel Coffee with his 
mounted corps to explore, the Tombigbee river, while he 
encamped his own division upon the Tennessee, and com- 
menced vigorous operations in preparing them for active 
service. In the camp of General Jackson the commissa- 
ry department was very defective, and he depended upon 
various contractors for casual rather than regular supplies 
of provisions. On investigation, an alarming deficiency 
was foimd to exist. Nothing will damp a soldier's spirit 
like a discovery of this nature. Men who will meet death 
with iron nerve amid the din of battle, will shrink from the 
approach of &mine. General Jackson, by measures the 
most elfi.cient, and by entreaties the most urgefit, endea- 
vored to procure a supply. Undaunted himself, he set an 
example of cheerfulness before his followers, and &>t a 
time dispelled their apprehensions. • 

At this critical period, information was received that 
the Creeks were embodied near the Ten Islands on the 
Coosa. Collecting what provisions could be obtained, he 
commenced Mb march upon the 18th, for Thompson's 
Creeks His route led through a wild and mountainous 
region, whi#h was nearly impetvioos to the passage ci 
his amy. He arrived there on the 22d, and lemanied 
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until certain information was receired that the Creeks 
would soon commence operations upon the Coosa. Colo- 
nel Dyer had been previously sent with a detachment to 
attack the village of Littafutchee, on a branch of the 
Coosa. He took the place with a trifling loss on his part, 
and brought back with him twenty-nine prisoners of the 
hostile Creeks. The scouting parties now began to bring 
in prisoners, and cattle, and corn taken from the enemy. 
The main body of the army was encamped about thirteen 
miles from Tallushatches, where the Creeks in large num-> 
bers had assembled with hostile preparations, and had ta- 
ken a position at that place, situated on ^e opposite shore 
of the Cposa. 

General Coffee was dispatched early in November, 
with nine hundred cavalry and mounted riflemen, to at- 
tack the Creeks in the encampment. He forded the Coosa 
under the direction of an Iqdian guide, and advanced on 
Talkshatches. The Creeks were aware of his approach 
and prepared to meet it. They struck the war-drum. 
Sung the war-song, and by their savage war-whoops, 
gave notice that they were prepared for battle. Within a 
short distance of the village, they charged npon our troops 
with a boldness seldom displayed by Indians. They were 
repulsed, and afler the most obstinate resistance, in which 
they would receive no quarters, they were slain almost to 
a man, and their women* and children taken prisoners. 
Nearly two hundred of their warriors fell in this batde*; 
the loss of the Tenhesseans, five killed and thirty wounded. 
The following is the official report of this action : 

OEN. JACKSON TO GOV. BLOUNT. 

Cavfp at Ten Islands, Nov. 4thj 1813. 
Qovemor Blpunt, 

Sir — We have retaliated for the destruction of Fort 
Mimms. On the 2d ifist., I detached General Coffee 
with a part of his brigade of cavalry and mounted rifles 



men, to destroy Tallii8halcli«8» where a eonndemUe foiee 
of tbe hostile Creeks were concentrated* The general 
executed this in style. A hnndred and eighty-six of 
the enemy were fonnd dead on the field, and eighty taken 
prieoners, forty of whom have been brought here. In the 
number left, there is a sufficiency but slightly wounded to 
take care of those who are badly. I have tO' regret that 
five of my braye fellows have been kiUed, and about thir* 
ty wounded ; some badly, but none I hope mortally. Both 
officers and men behaved with the utmost bravery and 
deliberation. Captains Smith, Bradley, and Winston, are 
wounded,. all slightly. No officer is killed. So soon as 
General Cofiee makes his r^iort, I diall encloae it. If 
we had a sufficient supply of provisions, we shottld in a 
very short time accomplish the object of the expedition. 

f have the honor to be, with great respect, yours, Ac. 

AirnRtw JackbOn. 

The following is General Coffise's report of the kattle 
of Tallushatches, alkided to in the letter to Governor 
Blount: 

BRIO. ex». oowts TO MAj. enn. jaoksok. 

Can^p at Ten Islands^ Nov. 4<i^ 1819. 
Major General Jackson, 

Sir-^I had the honor yesterday, of transmitting you 
a i^ort account of an engagement that took place be* 
tWeen a detaohmeMOf nine hundred men from my bri- 
gs^ with the enemy at Tallodiatches town ; the paiticn- 
lars whereof I beg leavti hemn to recite to you. Pursu- 
ant to your order of die ^ I detailed front my brigade 
of cavalry and mounted riflemen, nine hundred men and 
officers, and proceeded directly to^ Tallushatches towns^ 
and crossed Coosa river at the Pish^Dam ford^ three or fevr 
miles- above this pkee. I arrived within one anda half 
milea of the towur £st«nt from this plaee southeast e%ht 

ntitles, on the mormng ot the 9d, at whicfa place I divided 
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my detachment into two col^»s, theKright compo«cd ol 
the cavalry comixMiiided by Colonel Allconi,to pro8»-over 
a large creek tlMtt lay ^between us and the 4owns : the left 
•column was mounted riflemen, imder the command of Co- 
lonel Cannon, with whom I marched myself. Qolonel 
Allcorn wcw ordered to maich upon the right, and encir- 
cle one half of the town, and ui the same time the left would 
fbniKi'half circle <>& the ^ft^ and unite the head of the 
columns in frpnt of the town ; all of which was perfonn- 
ed as I could wish. When I arrived within half a mile 
of the town, the drums of the enemy began to beat, min- 
gled with their savage yells, preparing fbr action. It was 
after sunrise an hour, when the action was brought on by 
Captain Hammond*0and Lieutenant Patterson's companies, 
who had gone on with the circle of alignment for the pur- 
pose of dxawing.out the enemy from their buildings, which 
had the most happy eflect. J^s soon as Captain Hammond 
exhibited his front in view of the U)wn, which stood m an 
open woodland, and gave a few scattering shot, thecoiemy 
formed and made a violent charge on him ; he gave way 
as they advanced, until they m^ our right column, which 
gave them a genial Are and then charged ; this changed 
the direction of eharge completely ; the enemy retreated 
firing, imtil they got around and in their buildings, where 
they made all the resistance that an overpowered soldier 
could do; they fought as long aa one existed, but thdr 
destruction was very soon completed; our men rushed up to 
|he doors of the houses, and in arAlRrnunutes killed ^ last 
warrior of themi the «Mmy fought with savage fury, 
and met death, with all its hor^s, without shrinlobg or 
complaining : not one aaked to be spared, but ib^ght as 
long as they could stand or ^it. In consequence of 4heir 
flying to theii; housed, and mixing with their familiesr our 
men, in killing the mal^, without int^^tUion killed and 
wounded a few ^f^i^ wqmm and children* which wa« 
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regretted by every officer imd soldier of the deladimenty 
but \»liich could not be avoided. 

The number of the enemy killed^ 'mfe'iaie hundred and 
eighty-mx that were counted, and a number of others kill- 
ed in the weeds not j[(Kand. I QxhA the calculation a rea- 
sonable one, to say two hundred of them -were killed ; and 
eighty-four prisoners, of wmnen and children, were taken ; 
not one of the warriors escaped to capry the news^ a cir- 
cumstance unknown heretofore. We lost five men killed, 
and forty-one woundedi none mortally, the greater part 
slightly, a number with arroWs ; this appears to form a 
very principal part of the enemy's arms for war&re, 
every man having a bow with a bundle of arrows, which 
is used after ^e first fire with the gun, until a leisure time 
for loading ofiers. It is with pleasure I say that our men 
acted with deliberation and firmness ; notwithstanding our 
numbers were superior to those of the enemy, it was a cir- 
cumstance to us unknown, and from the parade ofthe enemy 
we had every reason to suppose them our equals in num- 
ber ; but there appeared no visible traces of alarm in any, 
but on the contrary all appeared cool and determined, and 
no doubt when they fece a foe of their own, or superior 
number, they will show the same courage as on this oc- 
casion. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
obedient servant, John Coffee, 

Brig'. Gen. of Cavalry and Riflemen, 

Major Greneral Jacksim. 



J 



i 



52 siosaAmT ov 



OHAPTER IH. 

Tennessee forces — Message to General Wkite-^Ibrt" 

ress of Talladega — Ita danger — General Jackson 

advances to its protection — General White refuses to 

form a junction noitk kim — General Ja€Jfson crosses 

the Coosa^Battle of Talladega — Official report of 

it>^^Ck}nsequ€nc0s of General Whitens eonduct-^^xen* 

Floyd — Battle of Antoussee — OffieUbl report of it — 

^IHfficulties of General Jackson^s situation — Famine 

and mutiny among fds troops — His firmness — Arri^ 

valof supplies^— Discontent of his traqps continues-r- 

• Go'oernor Blount^^^His %kstTVfCtiQns--^GeneTal Jaek^ 

son dismisses his corps-'^ew troops raised^-^eneral 

Claiborndi-^His victory upon the Alabama* 

Thjj Teujjsssee forces, ^ thecoiaiaencement of the 
campaign in the Creek nation, in 1813, consisted of two 
divisions ; one of West Texmeasee, commanded by General 
Jackson — ^the other of East Tennessee, commanded by 
General Cocke. ' Major General Ttomas Pinckney, of 
the United States' army, was coxmnander-in-cbief of the 
military district in which these troops were organized* 
The decisive victory at Tallusfeatches, and the total dis- 
comfiture of the savages of that station, induced General 
Jackson to adopt the most efficient measures for prosecuting 
the encouraging success the army had there met with, by 
more important operations. To accomplish these, he sent 
express, on the 4th of November, to Brigadier General 
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White, of G^eral Cocke's diirision, who w&s only twenty- 
five miles distuit, ordering him, with the trOops under his 
command, to form a junction with him at Fort fitrother, 
which he had established as a depot. His object in *form- 
4ng this junction, was to augment his forces to such- an 
amount, as to enable him to proceed with confidence in 
attacking the enemy, and leare a force in the rear sufficient 
to protect the sick and guard the baggage. Although he 
had twice before sent similar orders, not a word of intelli* 
gence was receiTod from him. He delayed until the 7th 
inst., when he dispatched another express. 

On the same day, information was received by General 
Jackson, that a fortress of friendly Indians at Talladega, 
thirty miles distant from Fort Strother, was in imminent 
danger of total destruction by the hostile party, who had 
assembled about them in great numbers; They had es- 
poused the cause of the Americans ; and, of course, had 
excited the vindietiTe malice and savage ferocity of ^eir 
brethren. The runners, dispatched by the friendly Creeks, 
urged General Jackson to relieve them from their perilous 
situation. The same sentiment that induced General 
Jackson to hazard his reputation in protecting his country- 
men at Natchez, led him, without hesitation, to extend his 
aid to those natives, who had adhered to our inter- 
ests with so much fidelity. He commenced his march at 
twelve o'clock in the evening. He dispatched another 
express to General White to repair that night to Fort 
Strother, and protect it in his absence. To his great sur- 
prise, he received a message from him, that he had, agree- 
ably to his order, commenced a march to Fort Strother, but 
that he had received counter orders from Gen. Cocke^ to 
join him at Chatuga Creek ; and that he should obey hkn ! 
It would be difficult to conceive a more embarrassing 
situation than that in which General Jackson was now 

placed ; his rear -unprotected and exposed to the ravages 

5* 
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of the enemy — ^in his front the war-shout had sounded, and 
a reaction of the bloody tragedy of fort Mimms was impend- 
ing over the defenceless inhabitants of Talladega. Notsa 
moment was to be lost ; his decision was instantly taken* 
and he urged on l^s troops to their defence with his wonted 
energy. They crossed the river that very night, each 
horseman carrying a foot soldier behind him, though the 
Coosa is here six hundred yards wide. The whole night 
was consumed in this operation ; yet the army continued 
to march with unabated ardor, and by the next evening 
arrived within six miles of the enemy. The. foUowing is 
the result of the battle, as officially reported : 

OEN. JTACKSOK TO GOV. BLOUNT. 

• Camp Strotherj near Ten Islands of Coosaj 

November Wth, 1813. 

Sir — I am just returned from an excursion which I took 
a few days, ago, and haisten to acquaint you with the result. 

Late on the evening of the 7th jinst. a rumor arrived from 
the friepdly party at Lashley's fort, (Talladeg^ distant 
about thirty miles b^ow us, with the information that the 
hostile Creeks, in great force,, had enceonped near the 
place, and were preparing to destroy it; and esoqiestly 
entreated that I would lose no time in afibrding them relief. 
Urged by their situation, as well as by a wish to meet the 
enemy as soon as an opportunity would offer, I determined 
upon cpmmencing my march thither, with all my disposa- 
ble force, in the course of the night ; and immediately 
dispatched an express tg General White, advising him of 
my ii;^tended movement, and urged him to hasten to this 
encampment by a forced march, in order to protect it in my 
abs^pice. I had repeatedly written to the general to form 
a junction with ihe ^ speedily as practicable, and a few 
days before had received his assurance, that on the 7th he 
would join me. I commenced crossing the river at Ten 
Islands, leaving behind me my baggage-ivagons, and what- 



ANDREW lACKBON. 55 

ever might retard: my progress, and encamped that night 
within six miles' of the fort I had set out to relieve. At 
nMnight, I had received by an Indian runner, a letter from 
General White, informing me that he had received my 
order, but that he had altered his xouram tmd was on his 
march backward to join Major General Cocke, near the 
mouth of the Chatuga. I will not now remark upon the 
strangeness of this manoeuvre ; but it was now too late to 
change my plan, or make any new arrangements ; and, 
between three and four o'clock, I recommenced my march 
to meet the enemy, who were encamped within a quarter 
of a mile of the fort. At smirise we came within half a 
mile of them, and having formed my men, I moved in 
order of battle. ^ The infahtry were in three lines-r-the 
militia on the lefl, and the volunteers on the right. The 
cavalry formed the two extreme wings, and Were ordered 
to advance in a curve, keeping their rear connected with 
the advance of their in&ntry lines, and enclose the enemy 
in a circki • The advanced guard, whom I sent forward 
to bring on the engagement, met th^^ttack of the enemy 
with great intrepidity ^ a;id, having poured upon them four 
or five very galling rounds, fell back, as they had been 
previously ordered, to 4he army. The enemy pursued, 
and the front line was now ordered to advance and ^eet 
him; but, owing to son^e misunderstanding, a few com- 
panies of militia, who composed a part of it, commenced 
a retreat. At this moment, a corps of cavalry, com- 
manded by Lieut. Colonel Dyer^ which I had kept as a 
reserve, was ordered to dispiount and fill ^p the vacancy 
occasioned by the. retreat. This order* was exettited \vith 
a great deal of promptitude and eflfect.\ The milltiA/si^- 
ing this, speedily rallied ; and- the fire became general 
along the front line, 9]i4oii that part of the icings ^hich 
was contiguous. The enemy, unable t»^ stand it, b«|;an 
to retreat ; but weie met at every turn, and repulsed in 
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every diiection* 4%e jrigbt wing chatfed tbem, widi a 
most destmcdTe Sie^ to tke mouirtHinit, a distance of about 
three miles ; and, had I not been compelled, b j the famcp 
pas of die mSitia, in the outset of the battle, to diamoaitt 
my reserve, I believe not a man** of them wooM haTe 
escaped. The victory was, however, very* decisive : fwo 
hundred and ninety of the enemy were left dead; and 
there can be no doubt bnt many isCore wne killed who were 
not found. . Wherever diey ran, they left behind traces of 
blood ; and it is believed that very few vnll retnm to their 
villages in as somid a condition as they left them. I was 
compelled to return to this phice to protect the^ sick and 
wounded, and get my baggage on. 

In die engagement, we lost fifteen killed, and eighty-^Te 
wounded ; two of whom have since died. All the officers 
acted with the utmost bravery, and so did all the privates, ex- 
cept that part of the militia who retreated at the commence- 
ment of the battle-— «md they hastened to atone for their 
error. Talking the whole together, they have reaUzed the 
high expectations I had formed of them, and have ftdrly 
entitled themselves to the gratitude, of their .country. 

Andrew Jacksoh. 
His Excellency Willie Blount, Netskmlle, 

The following completes the account of the battle of 
Talladega : 

Camp Strother^ near Ten Islands^ 
l&th November, 1613. 

You will perceive, from the draft vvhich I shall send 
you, that, had there been no departure from, the original 
order of battle, not an Indian could hwe eiicaped; and, 
even as the battle did terminate, I believe that no impartial 
man can say that a more jplendid victory has in any 
instance attended our arms, on land, since the commence 
me^t of the war. The force of the enemy is represented 
by themselves to have been ten hundred and^hty ; and it 



4a^ taot appeur^from tkeir fixe and the space of ground 
which thej oocupiedy that their uttmber can have been 
lejBs. Two hundred and ninety-nine were left dead on the 
gt^msd ; and no donht many more w^re MUed who were 
fiot found. In a Tery ier/ weeks, if I had a sufficitocy of 
supplies, I am thoroughly convinced, I should b^ able to 
pat an end to .the Creek liostililies. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon the advance, 
led on by Col. Carrol, for the spirited manner in which 
they commenced and sustained the attack ; nor upon the 
j^eserve, commanded by Lidut. Colonel Dyer, and com* 
posed of Captains Smith's, Morton's, Axum's, Boards', 
and Hammondls companies^ .for the gallantry with which 
th^y xikSt and iK^imlsed the enemy. In a word, -officers of 
every grade, as well as the privates, realized the high 
esaq»)$^t«tion8 I had ioTBied of them, and merit the gratitude 
of thei| country^ 

{ should be doing injustiee to my staff, composed of 
Majors Beid' and Searcy ;(^ my aids, CoL Sitler, and 
Major Amhcmy, adjutant, and assistant adjutant general ; 
Colonel Carrol, inspector general ; Majot Btrother, topo- 
grapher ; Mr. Cunningham, my^ secretary; and Colonel 
Slokey D. Haynes, quarter master general ; not to say that 
they were every where in the midst of danger, circulating 
my orders. They deserve and receive my thanks. * 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Andrxw Jacksok. 

Qeo^ral Jackson's plan of operation was very much 
frustrated by the refusal of General White to form a 
jundion with hip, or to repair to the protection of Fort 
Btrother, in his absence; and compelled him to relinquish 
his intentiat of immediately extending the war into the 
Indian territories, and bringing our contest with the 
Oieeks to a speedy conclusion. It i^otracted hostilities 
with a people yifho prosecute their quarrels with the most 
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luurelemuig and bloody baibarity, and who, (^ all othera* 
•hoold be promptly taugbt to respect our rights. 

It has been preiiouisly stated, that the Creeks had de- 
termined to attack the firontiers of G^rgia and Trnnessee, 
aimoltaneoasly. Measures, equally efficient with those 
adopted by the execiitiye, and legislature of Tennessee, 
were adopted by the executive and legislature of Georgia. 
His Excellency, Peter Barley, governor of that state, 
upon the 8th November, 1813, commnnicated to the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives, the information he had 
received of savage depredations and murders upon the 
frontiers. The legislature promptly authorized the go- 
vernor to cause the firontiers to be put in a state of defence, 
and to send a competent force into the heart of the Creek 
country. As the forces of Greorgia acted in concert with 
those of Tennessee under the command of General Jack- 
son, a brief detail of them may not be deemed uninterest- 
ing* The Greorgia militia were commanded by Brigadier 
Greneral Floyd. He met the enemy at Autoussee, upon 
the banks of the Tallapoosa river, and gave them battle, 
and the following is his description of it : 

" Having received information that numbers of the 
hostile Indians were assembled at Auloussee, a town on 
the southern bank of the Tallapoosa, i ibout eighteen miles 
from the Hickory Ground, and twenty above the junctimi 
of that river with the Coosa, I proceeded to its attack, 
with nine hundred and fifty of the Georgia militia, 
accompanied by between three and four hundred friendly 
Indians. Having encamped within nine or ten miles of 
the point of destination the preceding evenmg, we re- 
sumed the majTch a few miifUtes before one on the morning 
of the twenty-ninth, and, at ha]f past six were fonned for 
action in front of the town. 

Booth's battalion composed the bright 4r<dumn« and 
marched firom its centre j Watson's battalion composed 
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the Idt, and nuirehed from it« right ; Adams' rifle com- 
pany, and Mefriwetker's, under Lieutenant Hendon, were 
mi the flanks ; Captain Thomas' artillery marched m 
front of the right colmnn on the road« 

it was iny intention to have completely surrounded the 
enemy, by deplopng the right wing of my force on Can- 
leebee creek, at the month of which, I was informed, the 
town stood, and resting the lefl on the river bank, below 
the town ; but, to our surprise, as the day dawned, we 
perceived a second town about five hundred yards below 
that which we had first viewed, and were preparing to 
attack. The plan was immediately changed ; three com- 
panies of in&ntry, on the left, where wheeled into echelon^ 
and advanced to the low town> accompanied by Merri- 
w^her's rifle company ; and two troops of light dragocms, 
under the command of Captains Irwin and Steele* 

The residue of the force approached fhe upper town, 
and the battle soon became general. The Indians pre- 
sented themselves at every point, and fought with the 
desperate bravery of real fanatics. The well directed 
fire, however, of the artillery, added to the charge of the 
bayonet, soon forced th^n to take refuge in the outhouses, 
thickets, and copses, in rear of the town ; many, it is 
believed, concealed themselves in 6aves, previously formed 
for the purpose of secure retreat, in the high blufi* of the 
river, which was thickly covered with reeds and brush- 
wood. The Indians of the friendly, party, who accom- 
panied us on the expedition, were divided into four com- 
panies, and placed under the command of leaders of their 
selection. They were» by arrang^nent entered into the 
day previous, to have crossed the river above the town, 
and been posted on the opposite shore, during the action, 
for the purpose of firing on such of the enemy as might 
attempt to escape, 01^ keep in check any reinforcement 
which taigkt probably be thrown in from the neighboring 
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town ; but, owing to the difficulty of the ford* andcpldiu 
of the weather, and the lateness of the hour, this ariange- 
mtnt &iled, and their leaders were directed to cross Can* 
lubee creeks and occupy that flank, to prevent escapes firom 
the Tallassee town. Some time afier the action com* 
menced, our red friends thronged in disorder in the rear 
of our lines. The Oowetams, under Mcintosh, and the 
Lookaubatchiansr under the Mad Dog's Son, fell in on 
our flanks, and fonghtwith an intrepidity worthy of any 
troops. 

At nine o'clock, the enemy was completely driven frosa, 
the plaiuy and die houses of both towns wrapped in flames. 
As we were then sixty miles from emy depot of provisions, 
and our five days' rations pretty much reduced, in the 
heart of an enemy's country, which, in a few inomenits^ 
could have poured from its numerous towns, hosts of its 
fiercest warriors— -as^ soon as the dead and wounded were 
proper^ disposed of^ I ordered the place to be abandoned, 
and the troops to commence their march to Chatahauchie. 

It is difficult to determine the strength of the enemy, 
but from the information of the chiefiB^ which it is said can 
be relied upon, that at Autoussee, warriors from eight 
towns were assembled, for its defence, it. being their be* 
loved ground, on which they proclaimed no white man 
could approach without inevitable destruction. It is dif* 
ficult tcigive a precise account of the loss of the enemy ; 
but from the number which were lying scattered over the 
field, together with those destroyed in the towns, and 
many slain on the bank of the river, which re^>ectable 
officers affirm they saw lying in heaps at the water's 
edge, where they had been precipitated by their sun^v* 
ing friends. Their loss in killed, indepeiident of iimt 
wounded, must have been at least two hundred,' among 
whom were the Autoussee and Talassee kings; and 
firom the circumstance of their making no effort.#to molest 
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OUT return, probably greater. The number of buildings 
burnt, some of a superior order for the dwellings of 
savagea» and fiUed with valuable articles, is supposed to 
be four hundred. 

Adjutant General Newman rendered important ser- 
vices during the action, by his cool and deliberate cou- 
rage. My aid. Major Crawford, discharged with promp- 
titude the duties of a brave and meritorious officer. 
Major Pace, who acted as field aid, also dislmguished 
himself ; both these gentlemen had their horses shot 
under them. Doctor Williamson, hospital surgeon, and 
Doctor Olopton, were prompt and attentive in the dis- 
charge of their duty towards the wounded, during the 
action. 

Major Freeman, at the head of Gwin*s troop of caval- 
ry, and part of Steele^s, made a furious and successful 
charge upon a body of Indians, sabr^ seveml, and com- 
pletely defeated them. Captain Thomas and his compa- 
ny. Captain Adams' and Lieutenant Hendon's rifle com-* 
panies, killed a great many Indians, and deserve particu- 
lar praise : Captain Barton's company was in the hottest 
of the battle, and fought like soldiers. Captains Myric, 
Little, King, Broadnax, Cleveland, Joseph T. Cunning- 
ham, and Lee, with their companies, distinguished them- 
selves. Brigadier Greneral Shackleford was of great ser- 
vice in bringing the troops into action ; and Adjutant 
Broadnax, and Major Montgomery, who acted as assistant 
adjutant, showed great activity and courage. Major 
Booth used his best endeavors in bringing his battalion 
to action, and Major Watson's battalion acted with con- 
siderable spirit. Gwin's, Patterson's, and Steele's troops 
of cavalry, wherever an opportunity presented, charged 
with spirit. Lieutenent Strong had his horse shot, and 
narrowly escaped, and Ctuartermaster Fennell displayed 

the greatest, heroism, and miraculously escaped, though 
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badly grounded, after haying his horse shot from under 
him. The topographical engineer was vigilant in his 
endeavoura to render service. The troops deserve the 
highest praise for their fortitude in enduring hunger, cold, 
and fetigue, without a murmur, having marched one hun- 
dred and twenty miles in seven days. 

The friendly Indians lost several killed and wounded, 
the number not exactly known." 

This w:a« an important victory ; two kings, and two 
hundred warriors fell---a much larger number were 
wounded— their villages were depopulated—- their houses 
demolished, and the fanatic spell, which urged them on 
to deeds of bloody daring, was broken; and on "their 
beloved ground, on which they proclaimed no white man 
could approach without inevitable destruction," they saw 
their warriors fall before the prowess of our arms, and 
their dwellings wrapped in conflagration. 

While these interesting events were transpiring, Ge- 
neral Jackson was encountering great difficulties in con- 
sequence of femine and mutiny among his corps at Fort 
Strother. After the battle of Talladega, as has been be- 
fore stated, the defenceless condition of his rear compelled 
him to fall back on that fortress. Here his troops were 
compelled to submit to all the horrors of starvation. 
Their whole stock of provisions consisted only of a few 
cattle taken from the enemy, or purchased from the Che- 
rokees. In these circumstances. General Jackson made 
every exertion to alleviate the distresses of his soldiers. 
He covered his table with offals and acorns from the fo- 
rest, and partook pf no better fkie than the most humble 
of his corps. Great discontent, however, was produced 
among his troops by the privations and hardships of their 
situation, which at length broke out in open mutiny. 
They were clamorous to break up the campaign, and re- 
turn, home ; to ^ect this they were even encouraged by 
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many of tke subordinate officers. General Jackson saw 
the vast importance of maintaining his post and anny 
entire till * supplies should arrive. He knew that the 
hopes of the borderers of Georgia and Tennessee rested 
upon him ; he knew that they had watched his operations 
with intense anxiety, and hailed his triumphant victories 
with the most heartfelt gratitude and delight ; he knew 
that if the campaign were to end here, that all his former 
successes would be rendered worse than useless, and in-' 
stead of guarantying security to the frontiers, would on- 
ly serve to whet the savage vengeance of the enemy, and 
impel them to the perpetration of more revolting scenes 
of havock and bloodshed. 

Impelled by these momentous considerations, General 
Jackson resorted to every persuasive expedient to allay 
the discontent of his troops. He reminded them of the 
past — ^the unshaken fortitude they had displayed in their, 
hazardous expedition to Natchez — ^the daring courage 
they had manifested upon the plains of Tallushatches and 
Talladega — the exposure of their families and kindred 
to the horrors of savage butchery. But all his efforts 
were unavailing. Could he have said to them. Yonder is 
you enemy ; charge, and by one decisive victory put an 
end to this contest ; every soldier would have followed 
his commaiider to battle, and yielded the best blood of his 
heart, rather than behold the proud banner of his country 
dishonored. But to sit down and patiently wait for the 
arrival of uncertain supplies, with the prospect of starva- 
tion before them, was nbt so congenial with the ardent tem- 
peraments of the brave Tennesseans. Every pacific ex- 
pedient on the part of General Jackson having been ex- 
hausted, he was at length compelled to resort to force. 
When, therefore, the militia revolted openly, and were 
sbout to abandon the camp, he drew up ^he volunteers 
under arms, with orders to prevent their departure. This 
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display of resolution overawed the militia, and they re- 
turned to their tents. 

The volunteers, however, were themselves- disaiSected, 
and soon prepared to follow the example, which, a short 
time previous, they had been instrumental in preventing- 
the militia &om executing. But the general had antici- 
pated their measures, and prepared to counteract them. 
As they were about to leave the camp, the militia opposed 
them, and expressed their determination of enforcing their 
stay, if necessary, at the point of the bayonet. This 
movement produced the same effect upon the volunteers, as 
theirs of a similar nature had before done upon the militia, 
and like them, they returned again to their tents. The 
cavalry, however, were in a condition which silenced 
every objection to their departure ; their forage was en- 
tirely exhausted, and they had no prospect of obtaining 
more. General Jackson therefore permitted them to re- 
turn home, on condition they would rejoin him if neces- 
sity required. 

- Mutiny, however, continued to exist in the minds of 
his troops, notwithstanding all his endeavours to suppress 
it. He promised that if supplies did not arrive in two 
days, he would abandon his position, and march his army 
to the settlements. But nothing would satisfy the volun- 
teers. And he wqs compelled to allow one regin>ent to 
depart, with a stipulation to return after they should have 
satisfied their most pressing wants. The militia display- 
ed more firmness, and waited till the two stipulated days 
had elapsed, but the supplies did not arrive. They re- 
quired of the general a redemption of his pledge, and he 
could not refuse. In the bitterness of his mortification, 
he exclaimed that if but two men would abide with him, 
he would never abandon the fort. Captain Gordon and 
one hundred more immediately proposed to remain atfUi 
protect the position. Leaving this garrison behind, the 
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army prepared for itfi inarch homeward. Scarcely had 
the troops left Fort Strother, when they were met by a 
convoy of'^llle long expected commissaries' stores. This 
was rather an unwelcome sight to the troops, whose 
minds were fixed upon home. After some resistance, 
which was overcome by a most signal display of firmness 
and energy by Greneral Jackson, they returned to Fort 
Strother. 

That the reader may have a clearer idea of the difii- 
culties of General Jackson's situation, and the courage 
requisite to surmount them, we present an extract from a 
letter written by a gentleman who was an actor in the 
scenes he describes. 

" Since the battle of Tallushatches and Talladega, the. 
army of General Jackson has crumbled to pieces. The 
whole of his volunteer in&ntry are returning home — ^in- 
sisting that their time of service expired on the 10th of 
this month, being the anniversary of their rendezvous at 
Nashville. The General, however, did not discharge 
them ; the decision is left with the governor of Tennes- 
see. What he will do, is not yet known. The universal 
impression, however, isi, that they will be discharged. 
Yet nothing is more clear than that they have not served 
twelve months — and they were, by law, to serve twelve 
months in a period of two years, unless sooner discharged. 
The Greneral's force now at fort Strother^ Ten Islands of 
Coosa, may amount to about fifteen himdred men, chiefly 
drafted militia. Of these, neaiiy the whole will be en- 
titled to discharge about the fourth of the ensuing month. 
It is supposed that not more than one hundred and fifty, 
or two hundred, who are attached to the General person- 
ally, and will remain through motives of afi*ection, will 
be left with him after that day. Doubtless you know 
ihat the brigade of cavalry volunteers and mounted rifle- 

men undet the eommand of General Cofi[ee» were some 

6* 
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time since ordered into the settlement^ to tecruit their 
horses for a few days, and procure new ones« About 
half, perhaps eight hundred, appeared at th&(ky and place 
of rendezvous ; but of th^se not more than ^ix hundred 
would consent to go on after the 10th. About half of this 
last number were of the old volunteer cavalry, the rest 
mounted men newly raised. The first will certainly re- 
turn with the volunteer infantry, their term commencing 
and expiring together. The last claim a. discharge at the 
expiration of three months from the day they were mus- 
tered into service ; which must be nearly out. We may 
say, then^ that all these are gone too. Yet General Jack- 
son has very recently received an order from General 
Pinckney, to garrison and maintain every inch of groimd 
he gains. And although all active exertions of the c$uzi- 
paign seem to be paralised, I still hope this may, and will 
be done, Greneral Cocke is now in East Tennessee, en- 
deavoring to collect a new levy; as to his success we 
know nothing. General Roberts, from West Tennessee, 
passed through our country three days ago, and has just 
crossed the river with about two hundred and fifty men 
Colonel Carroll, inspector-general of this army, arrived 
to-day with a force of &ve or six hundred, and four com- 
panies are proposed to be sent from this county. How 
long these men are to serve, I know not — ^not longer, I 
fkncy, than three months. I trust, however, that this sys- 
tem of short service, wrelched as it is inefiSicient, and ex- 
pensive above all others* will yet enable Jackson to occu- 
py till spring the ground he has won. Perhaps tb« re- 
turn of moderate weather, and great efiTorts meanwhile, 
may collect around his banner, an army sufficient to ef^t 
the complete discomfiture and prostration of the Creek 
power. • Thisi however, *will be every day a work of 
gf eator difficulty. The English have already appeareil 
in £»xco u Bensacoky seven sail having troops on boa^d* 
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besides two b(»&b vessels, Orleans will be menaced. 
Mobile is considered in great danger. The force on the 
Tonibigbee waters, and the 3d regiment ascending the 
Alabama, will be called to its defence. This gives the 
Creeks breathing time, and lessens the force destined to 
crush them. Augustine, too, will doubtless be occupied 
by British troops ; and from these points, arms, ammuni- 
tiouy and perhi^s men and leaders, will be pushed up to 
the aid of the Upper and Middle Creeks. The Seminoles 
and the runaway negroes among them, may be turned 
loose upon the sea-coast of Georgia." 

The discontent of the troops was but little abated after 
their return to Fort Strother. The arrival of a sufficient 
supply of stores, obviated the necessity for food ; yet the 
minds of the. soldiers having been once fixed upon the 
prospect of quitting the toils and privations of military 
life, could not easily be brought to relinquish the &vprite 
idea of returning to their homes. The troops remon- 
strated against their detention, whilst the general resorted 
to e^ery expedient to induce them to remain. He ad 
dressed a. letter to the governor of Tennessee for instruc 
tions ; and in his reply the governor, in consequence oi 
the disaffection of the troops, and the reluctance they 
manifested at remaining, was induced to recommend an 
abandonment of the expedition. General Jackson no 
longer attempted to detain his men, but jdlsmissed the 
discontented. A few only of his original army, '* good 
men and troe," remained behit^with their general, to 
prosaeute the war whi^^h had been so gloriously com* 
menced. 

The governor of Tennessee was soon aware of the 
error into which he had beeQ led, by recommending an 
ahundpnment of theexpeditipn, «nd affected by the expos* 
tulations of General Jackson, and the difficulties which 
surrounded him, be set himself vigorously to work in 
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appljring a Temedy. He ordered a levy of twenty-fiye 
hundred men from the second division, to assemble at 
Payetteville on the twenty-eighth of January, to serve for 
a period of three months. Brighter prospects now began 
to dawn upon General Jackson, and after encountering 
the most appalling difficulties with an energy and decision, 
which compelled even his enemies to acknowledge, " tlat 
he made the most extraordinary efforts, and that it is bo 
more than charitable to believe that he was actuated by 
the love of his country, while acting in opposition to her 
laws*^* 

The forces under the command of General Claiborne, 
General Floyd, and General Jackson, acted in concert in 
the prosecution of the Creek war. The latter was con- 
•tantly advised of the movements of the former, and al- 
ways exerting himself to render them assistance. About 
the first of January, 1814, he received the cheering intel- 
ligence that General Claiborne had achieved an impor- 
tant victory upon the Alabama, more than one hundred 
miles from Fort Strother, his head-quarters. The battle 
was foug^ht at Eccanachaoa, the residence of the prophets 
Wetherford, Francis, and Sintjuister. It was built since 
the commencement of hostilities, as a place of security 
for the natives, and as a dep6t for provisions. Like Au- 
toussee, it was deemed, by the superstitious natives, the 
grave of white men. On the 23d December, it was at- 
tacked ; between thirty or forty warriors were slain ; the 
whole town of two hundred houses destroyed, and a large 
quantity of provisions taken. The town being suffmind- 
ed by swamps and deep ravines, fecilitated the escape of 
the savages from the pursuit of the Americans. The 
next day, a town of sixty houses, about eight miles above 
the holy ground, was destroyed^ together with several 
diBtinguished chi^, and all the boats belongkig to the 
aavagea of that station. 
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♦ CHAPTER IV. 

Newly raised troops-^Tkey arrive at Fort Sir other — 
Join the forces of Gen. Jackson — He marches them 
to Talladega — The eti^fny at Emuckfaw river — Gen, 
Jackson advances upon them — Attacks them — Hi^ 
official report of the battle — Important results of his 
victory — Operations of the Georgia forces — General 
Floyd's victory — The Creeks fortify themselves at 
the Horse-Shoe — Gen, Jackson attacks them — De- 
feats them — His account of the battle — He is cen- 
sured for his severity to the Creeks — Causes which 
justified his treatment of them — His vindication. 

The newly raised Tennessee volunteers arrived at 
Fort Strother, and joined the forces of Gen. Jackson 
al^out the middle of January, 1814, and soon after their 
organization, took up the line of march for Talladega. 
The- whole force led on by Gen. Jackson, consisted of the 
volunteers, two mounted regiments, an attiltery company, 
three companies of foot, and a company of volunteer 
officers, nine hundred and thirty in all. Two or three 
hundred friendly Creeks and Cherokees joined them at 
Tallfrfega. With this force he continued his march to 
Emuckfaw jriver, where a large body of the enemy had 
collected. 

On the 21st, he approached the* neighborhood of the 
enemy. At day break the next morning, the Creek war- 
riors drove in the sentinels, and vigorously charged the 
left flank. The ai^ault was bravely given and bravely 
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received, and the battle was maintained with great spirit 
on both sides for half an hour. The following is General 
Jackson's official report of the engagement, to Maj. Gen. 
Pinckney, of the U. S. army, and as it is more interesting 
than any other detail we can procure, we lay it with plea- 
sare before our readers : k 

Head Quarters, Fort Strother, Jan. 29, 1814. ^ 
Maj. Gen. Thomas Pinckney, 

Sir — I had the honor of inforndng you in a letter of the 
31st ult. [express] of an excursion I contemplated making 
still further in the enemy's country, with the new raised 
volunteers from Tennessee. I had ordered those troops 
to form a junction with me on the 10th inst., but they ^a 
not arrive until the 14th. Their number, including offi- 
cers, was about eight hundred, and on the 15th, I marched 
them across the river to graze their horses. Oa the next 
day I followed with the remainder of my forccy consisting 
of the artillery company, with one six pounder, one com- 
pany of infantry of forty-eight men, two companies oi 
spies commanded by Capts. Gordon and Russell, of about 
thirty men each, and a company of volunteer officers, 
headed by Gen. Coffee, who had been abandoned by his 
men, and who still remained in the field aWaiting the 
orders of the government ; making my foree, exelui^ve of 
Indians, nine hundred and thirty. 

The motives which influenced me to penetrate still fur- 
ther into the enemy's country, with this force, were many 
and urgent. The terms of service of the new raised 
volunteers was short, and a^ considerable part of it was 
expired ; they were expensive to the government ; and 
were full of ardor to meet the enemy. The ill effects of 
keeping soldiers.of this desctiptiezr long stationary and 
idle, I had been made to feel but too sensibly already^- 
other causes concurred to make such a movement not only 
justifiable, but aVsolutely necessar jr. * I had received a 
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letter from Capt. M^AIpin, of the fifth inst., who com- 
manded at Fort Armstrong* in the absence of Col. Snod- 
grass, informing me that fourteen or fifteen towns of the 
enemy, situated on the waters of the Tallapoosa^ were 
about uniting their forces, and attacking that place, which 
had been left in a very feeble state of defence. You had 
in your letter of the d4th ult. informed me that Greneral 
Floyd was about to make a movement to. the Tallapoosa^ 
near its junction with the Coosa ; and in the same letter 
had recommended temporary excursions against such of 
the «2emy's towns, or settlements, as might be within 
striking distance, as well to prevent my men from be- 
coming discontented, as to harass the enemy. Your ideas 
corresponded exactly with my owni and I was happy in 
the opportunity of keeping my men engaged, distressing 
the enemy^ and at the same time making a diversion to 
&cilitate the operations of Gren. Floyd. 

Determined by these and other considerations, I took 
up the line of march on the 17th inst., and on the 18th, 
encamped at Talladega fort, where I was joined by 
between two and three hundred friendly Indians : sixty 
five of whom were Cherokees, the balance Creeks. Here 
I received your letter of the 9th inst., stating that General 
Floyd was expected to make a movemejit from Cowetau 
tbff.next day,' and that in ten days thereafter he would 
establish a firm position at Tuckbatchee ; and also a letter 
from Col. Snodgrass, who had returned to Fort Arm- 
strong, informing me that an attack was intended to be 
soon made on that fort,, by nine hundred of the enemy. 
If I could have hesitated before, I could now hesitate no 
longer. I resolved to lose no time in meeting* this force, 
wWph was understood to have been cottected (rom New 
Yorcau, Oakfuskie, and Ufiiuley towns, land were con- 
centrated in a *b«id of the Tallapoosa, neat the mouth of 
a creek, called Esnuck&w, and on an Islaud below New 
Yorcau. 
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On the morning of the fdOth, yoar letter of the 10th 
inst., forwarded by M'Candles, reached me at the Hillabee 
Creek ; and that night I encamped at Enotachopco, a 
amall Hillabee village, about twelve miles from Emnck- 
few. Here I began to perceive very plainly how little 
knowledge my spies had of the coimtry, of the situation 
of the enemy, or of the distance I was from them* The 
insubordination of the new troops, and the want of skill in 
most of their officers, also became more and more apparent. 
But their ardor to meet the enemy was not diminished ; and 
I had sure reliance upon the guards, and upon the company 
of old volunteer officers, and upon the spies, in all about 
one hundred and twenty-five. My wishes and my duty 
remained united, and I was determined to effect, if possi- 
ble, the objects for which the excursion had been prin- 
cipally xmdertaken. 

On the morning of the 21st, I marched from Enota- 
chopco, as direct as I could for the bend of the Talla- 
poosa, and about two o'clock, P. M. my spies having dis- 
covered two of the enemy, endeavored to overtake them, 
cut failed. In the evening I fell in upon a large trail, 
which led to a new road, much beaten and lately traveied. 
Knowing that I must have arrived within the neighbor- 
hood of a strong force, and it being late in tho day, I 
determined to encamp, and reconnoitre the country in the 
night. I chose the best site the country would admit, 
encamped in a hollow square, sent out my spies and 
pickets, doubled my sentinels, and made the necessary 
arrangements before dark, for a night- attack. About ten 
o'clock at night, one of the pickets fired at three of the 
enemy, send killed one, but he was not found until the 
next day. . At eleven o'clock, the spies whom I had sent 
out, returned with the information, that there was a large 
encampment of Indians at the distance of about ^ihree 
miles, who, from their whooping and dancing, seemed to 
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be apprised of our approach. One of these spies, an 

Indian in whonti had great confidence, assured me that 

they were carrying off their w(»nen and children, and that 

the warriors would either make their escape, or attack 

me before day* Being prepared at all points, nothing 

remained to be done but to await their approach, if they 

meditated an attack, or to be in readiness, if they did not. 

to pursue and attack them "at day-light. While we were 

in this state of readiness, the enemy about six o'clock in 

the morning commenced a vigorous attack on my left 

flank, which was vigorously met ; the action continued to 

rage on my left flank, and on the left of my rear, for about 

half an hour. The braveGen.Cofiee, with Col. Sitler, the 

adjutant general and Col. Carrol, the inspector general, the 

moment the firing ccnnmenced, mounted their horses and 

repaired tOithe line, encouraging and animating the men 

to the performance of their duty. So soon as it became 

light enough to pursue, the left wing having sustained the^ 

heat of the action, and being somewhat weakened, was 

reinforced by Capt. Ferrill's company of in&ntry, and 

was ordered and led on to the charge by Qep*. Coflee, who 

was well supported by Col. Higgins and the inspector 

general, and.by all the oflicers and mrivates who composed 

that line. . The enemy was completely routed at every 

pcfint, and the friendly Indians joining in the pursuit, they 

were chased about twctmile^with considerable slaughter. 

The chase bei^g over, I immediately detached Qeneral 

Coflee with lour hundred men, and all the Indian force, 

to bum their encampment ; but it was said by some to be 

fortified. I ordered him in that event, not to attack it 

until the artillery could be sent forward to reduce it. On 

viewing the encampment and its strength, the general 

thouglit it most prudent to return to my encampment, and 

Ifuard the artillery thither. The wisdom of this' step was 

soon discoyeredr^in half an hour after his return to camp, 

7 
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aooiiiideni1>k force of theonemyaMde ifs^ppesMiioe on 
my right flanky andcommoneed a hrhk, fir« on a parly of 
rneot who had been cm picket guard the night hefere» and 
were then in search of the Indians they had fired vupoa^ 
some of whom they belioTed had been killed* General 
ChSte immediately requested me to let. him take: two hnn* 
dred men, and turn their left fiank, which I accordingly 
ordered; but, tlucough some mistake Hiiieh I did net then 
obserre, not oMre than fifty-four followed hinyamong whom 
were the old volunteer officers. With these, however, he 
immediately c<mmieneed an attack on the left flank of the 
enemy ; at which time I ordered two hundred of the 
friendly Indians, to fiiU in i^ion the right fiank of the 
enemy, and co-operate with the^eneral. This order was 
promptly obeyed^ and on the moment Qf its execution, 
vrhal I expected was realized. The enemy had intended 
the attack on the right as a feint, and expecting to direct 
all my attention thither, meant to attack me again, and with 
their main force on the left fiank, which they had hoped to 
find weakened and in disorder — they were disappointedv 
I had ordered the left flank to remain firm in its place, 
snd the moment the alarm gun was heard in that quartei> ' 
I repaired thither, and orderofti Capt. Ferrill, part of my 
rfserye, to support it* The whole line met the approach 
of the enemy with astonishing intrepidity, and having 
given a few fires, they forthwith charged with great 
vigor — the efiect was immediate and inevitable. The 
enemy 4ed with precipitiUion, and were pursued to a con- 
siderable distance, by the left flank and the friendly 
Indians, with a galling and destructive fire. Col. Carrol, 
who ordered the charge, led on the pursuit, and Colonel 
Htggins and his regiment again distinguished them- 
selves. ^ 

In the mean time, Qen^ Cofiee was contending with a 
superior force of the enemy. The Indians who I had 
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ordered to his fflippoit, «ad who had set out for this par* 
pose, hearing the firing on the left, had retomed to that 
quarts, and wh^i the enemy were routed there, entered 
mto the chase. That heing now over, I forthwith ordered 
Jim Fife, who was one of the prindpal commanders of 
the friendly Creeks, with one hundred of his warriors, to 
ejMcute my first order. So soon as he reached General 
Cofilee, the charge was made, and the enemy routed ; they 
were pursued^ about three miles, and foity^fiye of them 
slain, who were found. Qen. CofiEee was wounded in the 
body, and his aid-de-camp, A. Donaldson, killed, together 
with three others. Having brought in and buried the 
dead^ and dressed the wounded, I erdered my camp to be 
fortified, to be the better prepared to repel any attack 
which might be made in the night, determined to make a 
return march to Fort Strother the following day. Many 
causes concurred to make such a measure necessary, as I 
had not set out prepared, or with a view to make a per- 
manent establishment. I considered it worse than use- 
less to advance and destroy an empty encampment. I 
had, indeed, hoped to have met the enemy there, but 
a^&aving met and beaten them a little sooner, I did not think 
it necessary or prudent to proceed any further — ^not 
necessary, because I had accomplished all I could expect 
to efiect by marching to their encampment ; and because 
if it was proper to contend vnth and weaken their forces 
still farther, this object would be more certainly attained, 
by commencing a return, which having to theiA the ap- 
pearance of a retreat, would inspirit them to pursue me. 
Not prudent — because of the number of my wounded ; 
of the reinforcements from below, which the enemy might 
be expected to receive; of the starving condition of my 
horses, they having had neither com nor cane *for two 
days and nights ; of the scarcity of supplies for my men, 
the Indians who joined me at Talladega having drawn 
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n<me, and being wholly destitute'; and because if tbe 
enemy pursued me^ as it was likely they would, the di- 
version in fevor of Gen. Fl'oyd would be the more com- 
plete and eiTectual. Influenced by these considerations, 
I commenced my return march, at half after ten on the 
'^SSdf and was fortunate enough to reach Elnotachopco 
before night, haying passed, without ititerruption, a dan- 
gerous defile occasioned by a hurricane. I again fortified 
my camp, and having another defile to pass ift the morning, 
across a deep creek, and between two hills which I had 
viewed with attention as I passed on, and where I ex- 
I)ected I might be attacked, I determined to pass it at 
another point, and ga¥e<lirections to my guide and &tigue 
men accordingly. My expectation of an*-8tttack in the 
morning was increased by the signs of the night, and 
with it my caution. Before I moved the wounded from 
the interior of my camp, I had my front and rear guards 
fdtmed, as well as my right and left columns, and moved 
off my centre in regular order, leading down a handsome 
ridge to* Enotachopco creek, at a point where it was clear 
of leed, except immediately on its margin. I had pre- 
viously issued a general order, pointing -out the manner in 
which the men should be formed in the event of an attack 
on the front or rear, or on the flanks, and had particularly 
cautioned the ofHcers to halt and form accordingly, the 
instant the word should be given. 

The front guard had crossed with part of the flank 
columns, the woimded wer^ over, and the artillery In the 
act of entering the creek, when an alarm gun was heard 
in the rear. I hea.rd it without surprise, and even with 
pleasure, calculating with the utmost confidence on the 
firmness of my troops, from the manner in which I had 
seen them act on the 22d. I had placed CoL Carrol at 
the head of the centre column of the rear guard; its right 
column was commanded b;^ CoL Perkins, and its left by 
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GoL Stump* HftTUtg chosen the ground, I expected thire 
to hare entirely cut off the eaemj^ by wheeling the right 
and left columns on their pivot* recrossing the creek aboTe 
and below, and fidling in upon their flanks ami rear. But 
to my astonishm^Qit and mortification, when the word was 
giyen by Col. Carrol to halt and form, and a few guns 
had been fired, i beheld the right and left columns of the 
rear guard precipitately giye way. This shameful retreat 
was disastrous in the extreme ; it drew along with it the 
greater part of the centre column, leaving not more than 
twenty-five men, who. being formed by Col. Carrol, main- 
tained their ground as long as it was possible to maintain 
it, and it brought consternation and confusion into the cen- 
tre of the army ; a consternation which was not easily 
removed, and a confusion whidi could not be soon restore4 
to order* There was then: left to repulse the enemy, the 
few who remained of the rear guard, the artillery com- 
pany, and Capt. Russell's company of spies. They how- 
ever realized and exceeded my highest expectations. 
Lieut. Armstrong, who commanded the artillery company 
in the absence of Capt Deaderick, (confined by sickness,) 
ordered them to ^rm and advance to the top of the hill, / 
whilst he and a few others dragged up the six pounder. / 
Never was more bravery displayed than on this occasion. 
Amidst the most galling fire from the enemy, more than 
ten times their number, they ascended the hill, and main- 
tained their position until their piece was hauled up, when 
having leveled it, they poured upon the enemy a fire of 
grape, reloaded and fired again, charged and repulsed 
them. ~ 

The most deliberate. bravery was displayed by Con* 
stantine Perkins' and Craven Jackscm, of the artillery, 
acting as gunners. In the hurry of the moment, in sepa- 
rating the gun from d&e limbers, the rammer and picker 

of liie eanoon' was left tied to tihe liHiber. No sooner was 

7» 
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this diflcoTered, than Jackson, amidst the galUng fire of 
the enemy, pulled out the ramrod of his musket and used 
it as a picker ; primed with a cartridge and fired the can- 
non. Perkins having pulled ofi* his bayonet, used his 
musket as a rammer, drove down the cartridge ; and 
Jackson using his former plan, again discharged her. 
The brave Lieut. Armstrong, just after the first fire of the 
cannon, with Capt. Hamilton of £. Tennessee, Bradford 
an^d ]V(*Gavock, all fell, the Lieut, exclaiming as he lay, 
** Blj^ravefellow8j some of you may fall, but you must 
save the <^a»»o»." About this time, a number crossed 
the creek and entered into the chase. The brave Capt. 
Gordon of the spies, who rushed from the front, endea- 
vored to turn the fiank of the enemy, in which he par- 
tially succeeded, and Col. Carrol, Col. Higgins, and Capt. 
Elliot and Pipkins, pursued the enemy for more than two 
miles, who fled in consternation, throwing away their 
packs, and leaving twenty-six of their warriors dead on 
the field. This last defeat was decisive, and we were no 
more disturbed by their yells. I should do injustice to 
my feelings if I omitted to mention that the venerable 
Judge Cocke, at the age of sixty-five^ entered into en- 
gagement, continued the pursuit of the enemy with youth- 
ful ardor, and saved the life of a fellow-soldier by killing 
his savage antagonist. 

Our loss in this afiair was — killed and wounded, 
among (he former was the brave Ca||« Hamilton, from 
East Tennessee, who had, with his aged father and two 
others of his company, after the period of his engage- 
ment had expired, volunteered his services for this excur- 
sion, and attached himscHtf to the {irtiUery company. No 
man ever fought more bravely^ or fell more gloriously ; 
and by his side fell with equal bravery and glory, Bird 
Evans of the same company. Capt. Auarles, who com- 
mptdsd the centre column, of the rear giard, prrfiaring 
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death to the abandoiunent of his post, having taken a finn 
stand in which he was fc^lowed by twenty-five of his 
men, received a wound in his head of which he has since 
died. - 

In these several engagements, our loss was twenty 
killed and seventy-^five wounded, four of whom have since 
died. The loss of the enemy cannot be accurately ascer- 
tained ; one hundred and eighty-nine of their warriors 
were found dead ; but this must Ml considerably short of 
the number really killed. Their wounded can only be 
guessed at. ^ * 

Had it not been for the unfortunate retreat of the rear 
guard in the affair of the 524th inst I think I could safely 
have said, that no army of militia ever acted with more 
cod and deliberate bravery : undisciplined and inexpe- 
rienced as they were, their conduct in the several en- 
gagements of the 22d, could not have been surpassed by 
regulars.. No men ever met the approach of an enemy 
with more intrepidity, or repidsed them with more energy. 
On the 24th, after the retreat of the rear guard, they 
seemed to have lost all their coUectedness, and were more 
difficult to be restored to order, than any troops I had 
ever seen. But this was no doubt owing in a great 
measure, or altogether, * to that very retreat, .and ought 
rather to be ascribed ^ the want of conduct in many of 
their officers, than any cowardice in the men, who on 
every occasion hftve ^omnifested a willingness t^ perform 
their duty, so far as they knew it. 

All the efifects which were designed to be produced by 
this excursion, it is believed have been produced. If an 
attack was meditated against fort Armstrong, that has 
been prevented. If Gen. Floyd is operating on the east 
side of the Tallapoosa, as I suppose him to be, a most 
fortunate diversion has been neiade in his fitvor. The 
number of the ^emy has been diminished, and the eon- 
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fidmce they may hare deiiyed firom the delaya I hxte 
been made to experience* has been destroyed. Discon- 
tent has been kept out of my anny, while the troops who 
would hsTe been exposed to it, have be^i beneficially em- 
ployed. The enemy's country has been explojred* and a 
road cut to the point where their force will probably be 
concentrated, when they shall be driven firom the country 
below. But in a report of this kind, and to you who will 
immediately perceive them, it is not necessary to state the 
happy consequences which may be expected to result 
firom this excursion. Unless I am greatly mistaken^ it 
will be found to have hastened the termination of the 
Creek war, more ^ectually than any measure I could 
have taken with the troops under my command. 

I am, Sir, with sentiments of high respect, your / 
obedient servant, Andrew Jackson, 'v 

This was an important victory, and contributed much 
towards weakening the power of the enemy, and of en- 
abling Gen. Jackson to bring the Creek war to a speedy 
termination. He marched his army back to Fort Strother * 
unmolested by the savages, whose spirits were much de- 
pressed by the sanguinary <:onflict, which had proved so 
disastrous to their hopes. This victory was followed by 
another obtained by the Georgia forces, under Gen. Floyd. 

That officer was stationed, with his troops, at Camp 
Defiance, fifty miles west of Chatahouchee. Upon the 
27th January vbe was assailed very early, by a numerous 
horde of savages. The sentinels were suddenly driven in, 
and a most desperate attack was commenced upon the 
lines. General Floyd thus describes the engagement. 

<* The steady firmness and incessant fire of Captain 
Thomas' artillery, and Captain Adams' riflemen, preserved 
our front line : both of these suflfered greatly. The enemy 
rushed within thirty yarda of the artillery, and Captain 
Broadaaz^ who commanded one of the picket guards, 



maintained iiis post with great bravery, until the enemy 
gained his rear, and then cut his way through them t6 
the army* On this occasion, Timpoochie Barnuel, a half 
breed, at the head of the Uchies, distinguished himself, 
and contributed to the retreat of the picket guard : the 
other friendly Indians took refuge within our lines and 
remained inactive, with the exception of a few who join- 
ed our ranks> So soon as it became light enough to dis- 
tmguiah objects, I ordered Majors Watson's and Free- 
man's battalions to wheel up to right angles, with Majors 
Booth's and Cleveland's battalions, who formed the right 
wing, to prepare for the charge. Captain Duke Hamil- 
ton's cavalry, (who had reached me but the day before,) 
was ordered to form in the rear of the right wing, to act 
as circumstances should dictate. The order for the 
charge was promptly obeyed, and the enemy fled in every 
direction before the bayonet. The signal was given for 
the charge of the cavalry, who pursued, and sabred fif- 
teen of the enemy ; who left thirty-seven dead on the 
. field. From the effusion of blood, and the number of 
head-dresses and War-clubs found in various directions, 
their loss must have been considerable, independent of the 
wounded. 

I directed the Mendly Indians, with Merriwether's and 
Ford's rifle companies, accompanied by Captain Hamil- 
tCHi's troop,' to pursue them through Callibee Swamp, 
where they were trailed by their blood, but succeeded in 
overtaking but one of their wounded. 

Colonel Newman received three balls in the commence- 
ment of the action, which deprived me of the services of 
that gallant and useful ofiUcer. The assistant Adjutant 
General Narden. was inde&tigable in the discharge of 
his duty, and.rendered important services : his horse was 
wounded, under, him. The whole of the staff was prompt, 
and discharged their duty with courage and fidelity ; their 
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Txgiknce, the iaixepdkf of the offieen, and the finunst 
of the meiif meet my aj^robation, and desenre the piaise 
of their coimtry. I hare to regret the death of many of 
my hnre fellows, who have found honourable gmy^ in 
the Toluntary support of their country. 

My aidrde-campv ia executing my orders, had his horse 
killed under him, Gooieral Lee and Major Pace, who 
acted as additiomd aids, rendered me essential services, 
with honor to themselves, and usefulness -to the cauise in 
which they have embarked. Four wagon, and several 
other horses, were killed, and two of the artillery horses 
wounded. While I deplore the losses sustained on this 
occasion, I have the consolation to know, that the men 
who I have the honor to command, have done their duty.'* 

The loss of the Americans in this battle; was seven* 
teen killed, and one hundred and thirty-two wounded. 
General Jackson found that one great object of his last 
brilliant expedition was effected — the relief of the Geor* 
gia militia. 

It was now the first of FeWuary, 1814. Greneral 
Jackson's forees were at Fort Strother, where, although 
in ao immediate danger of fiimine, there was l)y no means 
a supply for any length of time. G^eral Jackson, ever 
since he had commanded the army in the. Creek country, 
had had his attention diverted from the great object of a 
general — the organization of his army — the introduction 
of correct discipline, and preparation for active service. 
Indeed, he had to perform the duty of commissary, quar- 
ter-master, and commander. Washington was often in 
his situation in the war of the Revolution. He could find 
an excuse for his countrymen, in the then destitute state 
of the country ; biU for the contractors • for the southern 
army in 1814, there was no excuse. In a country abound- 
ing in beeves, swine, and bread stuffs, an army had often 
been driven to mutiny and desertion through the appre- 



henisioii of want* There w, piobaUy« not tun ofieer in 
the Ameriean servieey but who will condemn the mode of 
supplying an army by contractors* They make the beat 
terms ihey can w^ the government for themaelTee ; the 
hardest possible terms for the seller of proidsions, and of» 
ten furnish the war-worn veteran with rations deficient in 
quantity, and miserable in quality. They think of nothing 
but gaining a fortune, while the gallant soldiers, who are 
snfibring by their frauds, and fiunishing by their avarice, 
are gaining victories for their country* 

Greneral Jackson had suffered too much, with his 
brave soldiers, for longer endurance. He supplied his 
army by his own agents, leaving the contractors to pay 
the expense. When no longer any cause existed for com* 
plaints in his camp, he silenced them. He caused a mu* 
tineer to be tried by a court martial ; and when condemn* 
ed to die, he approved of the sentence,* and he sufler^d 
death. He ordered every officer to be arrested within his 
command^ who should be found exciting mutiny or diso- 
bedience. He knew dhat a crisis had arrived when a great 
blow must be struck, or the expedition abandoned. 

The Creeks had assembled in great force at the bend 
of the Tallapoosa,' at a place called by the savages Toho* 
peka — by the Americans, the Horse-Shoe* At this place, 
the most desperate resistance was expected ; and every 
measure, wftlun the limited means of Greneral Jackson, 
was resorted to, to meet it. 

The 39th regiment United States in&ntry, under the 
command of Col. Williams^ had been ordered to join the ar- 
my under General Jackson. It did not exceed six hundred 
men. By the middle of March, his whole force amounted 
to between three and four thousand. He then comme^dsd 
his march* Upon the 21at, he established a fort at the 
mouth of Cedar Creek, and named it Fort Williams. 
Leaving a sufficient force to protect it, he renewed his 
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marcliiqpon the 24Ui, . Upon thc^ 27th, a day which will 
be. remembered in the traditional annals of the brave, the 
infiUuated, the blood thirsty- Creeks, until they become ex- 
tinct, Gieneral Jaekson and his army reached Tohopeka. 
The events of that day, are thus briefly detailed by the 
commander. 

Battle Ground^ bend of TallapaosOf 
281* March, 1814. 
Maj. Qea. Pinckney : 

Sir — I feel particularly happy in being able to commu- 
nicmte to you, the fortunate eventuation of my expedition 
to the Tallapoosa. 1 reached the head, near the Emuck* 
&u, called by the whites the Horse-Shoe, about ten o'clock 
on the forenoon.of yesterday, where I found the strength 
of the n^hboring towns collected. Expecting our ap*' 
proach, they had gathered in from Oakfu^ie, Oftkehoga, 
New Yorcau, Hillabees, the Fish Pond, and Eufaulee 
towns, to the number, it is said, of one thousand. It is 
difficult to conceive a situation more eligible for defence 
than the one they had chosen^ or one rendered more se- 
cure by the skill with which they had erected their breast- 
work. It was from five to eight feet high, and extended 
across the point in such a direction, as that a force ap- 
proaching it would be exposed to a double fire, while they 
lay in perfect security behind. A cannon planted at one 
extremity could have raked it to no advantage* 

Determining to exterminate them, I detached General 
Cofiee with the mounted men, and nearly the whole of the 
Indian force, early on the morning of yesterday, to cross 
the river about two miles below 4heir encampmcait, and to 
surround the bend in such a manner, as that none of them 
should escape by attempting to cross the river. With the 
in&ntry, I proceeded slowly, and in order, along the point 
of land which led to the front of their breast work ; hav- 
ing planted my cannon, one six and on^ three poundeTf on 
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an eminence at flie distance of one hundred and'ffty to 
two hundred yards from it, I opened a rerj brisk fire, play* 
ing upon the enemy with muskets and rifles whenerer 
they showed themselves beyond it. l%is was kept up 
with short interruptions for about two hours, when a part 
of the Indian force, and Captain Russell's and Lieutenant 
Beanos company of spies, who had accompanied General 
Oofiee, crossed over in canoes to the extremity of the b«ui« 
and set fire to a few of the buildings which were there si- 
tuated ; they then advanced with great gallantry towards 
the breastwork, and commenced a spirited fire upolnAe 
enemy behind it. 

Finding that this force, notwithstanding the bravery 
they displayed, was wholly insufiicient to^slodge them, 
and that Qeneral Coffee had entirely secured the opposite 
bank of the river, I now determined to take it by storm. 
The men by whom this was to be efiRBCted, had been wait- 
ing with impatience to receive the order, and hailed it with 
acclamation. 

The spirit which animated them, was a sure augury of 
the success which was to follow. The history of war&re, 
I think furnishes few instances of a more brilliant attack. 
The regfulars, led onl^their intrepid and skills comman- 
der, Colonel Williams, and by the gallant Major Montgo* 
mery, soon gained possession of the works, in the midst 
of a most tremendous fire from behind them ; and the mi- 
litia of the venerable Qeneral Doherty's brigade, accom- 
panied them in the charge with a vivacity and firmness 
which would have done honor to regulars. The enemy 
were completely rout^. Five hundred and fifty-seven 
were left dead on the penin»ula, and a great number were 
killed by the hinrsemaft in attempting to cross the river : 
it is believed that not more than twenty have escaped. 

The fighting continued with some severity about five 

hours, but we continued to destroy many of them who 

8 
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had concealed themselves under the banks of the rivert 
until we were prevented by the night. This morning we 
killed sixteen who had been concealed. We took about 
«^o hundred and My pritoners, all women and children, 
except two or three. Our loss is one hundred and sixty 
wounded, and twenty-five killed ; Major Mcintosh, (the 
Ctfwetauy) who joined my army with a part of his tribe, 
greatly distinguished himself. When I get an hour's lei* 
sure, I will send you a more detailed account. 

According to my original purpose, I commenced my 
return march to Fort Williams to-day, and shall, if I find 
sufiicient supplies there, hasten to the*. Hickory Ground* 
The power of the Creeks is, I think, forever broken. - 

I send you a- hasty sketch, taken by the eye, of the si- 
tuation on which the enemy were encamped, and of the 
manner in which I approached them. 

I have the honor to be, &c, 

Andrew Jackson. 
Maj. Gen. Pinckney. 

The loss of the Americans, added to the whole loss of 
the friendly Indiasi, was fifly-four killed and ouq hundred 
and fifly-six wounded. 

In communicating the result of this victory to t^ie War 
Z>»partment, General Pinckney elegantly and impressive- 
ly observes : " While the ^igh pi humanity will escape, 
for this profuse effusion of human blood, which results 
from the savage principle of our enemy, neither to gi^ 
nor accept quarter ; and.while every American will deep- 
ly lament the loss of our meritorious fellow-soldiers who 
have fallen in this contest,- we liav^ample cause of grati- 
tude to the Giver of all idctory, for thus continuing, his 
protection to our wQmeft, as4 children, w|t9 would other- 
yt^ be exposed to tl^e indiscriminate havoc o| the toma- 
hawk, and all the horrors of savage warfiire." 

Much obloquy and gratuitous animadversion ha3 be« 
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bestowed upon General Jackson, for his severity to the 
Indians at the battle of the Horse-Shoe. It has beeft 
termed by his enemies " a cold-blooded massacre."' With 
what propriety or feimess it can be termed such» is v^ 
difBicnlt to conceive. With respect to its being a ** cold- 
blooded massacre," as no order for one was ever issued by 
GBnerai Jackson, it is a calumny on the courage and^ hu- 
manity of his officers and men, who have added unfading 
laurels to those which they gained on that desperate day—- 
many of whom, in their unrivalled campaigns, found 
honorable wounds or glorious death — and some of whom 
have filled and ooeupy the highest stations, in the esteem 
and government of a grateful country. There is no 
foundation whatever, in truth or history, » support such 
a charge. «»^'w- ^.i-.. . 

General Carrol, the late governor of Tennessee, imd a 
distinguished disciple of General Jackson in war, whose 
rank and presence in this action, gave him a minute ac- 
quaintance with its features, upon ascertaining that such-a 
charge had been preferred against General Jackson, de- 
clared, ^Uhat during the whole of the Creek war, he serv- 
ed as inspector general of the army ; was present at the 
battle of the Horse Shoe, and could say from his own per- 
sonal knowledge, that the charge was wholly witbtut 
foundation. That towards the close of the action, after 
the breastworks had been taken by assault, a number of 
Indians took refuge under a quantity of brush and logs ; 
that General Jackson advanced to within a short distance 
of the place of their concealment, and directed his inter- 
preter, George Mayfield, to assure them, that if they would 
surrender they should be treated with the greatest human- 
ity ; and that they answered Ae pjToposition by firing upon 
and wounSkig Mayfield severely in, the shoulder. That 
a similar proposition was also made by Jim Fife, or old 
Chinnebeet and the fire of the Indians was the only riply 
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it reeeiTBd. That it was after a number of our men wete 
killed and wounded by those Indians, and after they had 
twice refused to surrender upon any terms, that the charge 
was made upon them, and the brush set 04 fire, £rom 
which a few only escaped with life. That the priscmers 
taken on that day, including a large number of women 
and children, were humanely treated by General Jackson ; 
and that he felt himself impelled to state these facts in jus- 
tice to General Jackson, and the brave m«i who fought 
the battle of the Horse-Shoe." 

But these charges against General Jackson, were doubt- 
less intended to inculcate the belief, that dislodging those 
desperate Indians, who rejected quarter, and prolonged the 
battle after resistance was vain, wa^ of itself a '< cold- 
blooded massacre." Are then the enemies of the United 
States, when waging a savage unsparing war, to requite 
with, wounds and death our ofiers of humanity and pro^ 
tection, and yet be saved from death or retaliation ? Are 
our commanders to begin an action, overpower by great 
efforts the main force of the enemy, and then abandon the 
field and the victory to a*few desperadoes t General Jack- 
son's duty to his country and his government, compelled 
him, if in his power, to defeat the enemy ; and that ope- 
ration necessarily involves the destruction of every adver- 
sssty, who refuses to yield. HtM the desperate party at 
the Horse-Shoe, been a detachment of Bonaparte's Im- 
perial Guard, the veterans of fifty pitched battles^ and 
commanded by Ney or Soult, they must have suffered the 
f^e of the Indians^-as a garrison which refuses a sum- 
mons, may, by the laws of war, be blown into the air. 
But who were these determined and deluded savages ? 
The same who, when the sudden hostility of their nation 
rose like an inundation on the settlements of Alabama, 
herding hundreds of women and children into Fort 
Mkams, broke into thajt asylum with treachery, fire, and 
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ipurder ; who followed to that feast of butchery, where 
quarter was neither ofiered nor allowed, the volcanic 
voice of Weatherford, and as it rose above the shouts of 
fury, and the shrieks of despair, breathing inextinguisha- 
ble rag^ and demanding relentless slaughter, obeyed 
its ferocioua summons, until but seventeen out of three 
hundred of our unarmed citizens were left alive. They 
were the same men who, under cover of a truce granted 
for their l)enefit by General Jackson, had entrapped and 
slaughtered the son of Chinnebee, the Massanissa of 
the Creeks, the friend and ally of the American people. 
These are the beings, whose self-provoked destruction in 
a fair and hard-fought action, it would be the wish of 
Greneral Jackson^s enemies to have considered a ^* cold- 
blooded massacre**' These are the facts relative to the 
battle of the Horse-9hoe ; our readers will give them 
their due consideration, and censure or applaud, as the 

justice or circumstances of the case may seem to dict^« 

8* 
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CHAPTER V. 

General Jackson returns to Fort Willianis — Marches 
to the Hickory Crrounds-^Prospects of the Creeks — 
They sue for peace — General Pinckney arrives at 
Fort JoA^kson — Interchange of . courtesies between 
him and General Jackson — General Pinckney aS' 
sumes the command — Disbands the troops — General 
Jackson returns to Tennessee — His reception there — 
Is appointed to negotiate with the Creeks — Eloj9^nce 
of the Chiefs-^He concludes # peace with them*^ 
Spanish aggressions-correspondence between Ge- 
fieral Jackson and Governor Manriquez — General 
Jackson at Mobile — Attack on Fort Bowyer — Major 
•Lawrenct^s report of it. 

About th^ Ist of April, General Jackson returned 
with his aimy to Fort Williams. When he assumed the 
direction of the Creek war, his *enfeebled health would 
have honorably excused him from a participation in the 
£sitigues and liardships of the camp. But no minor con- 
siderations have ever been found to swerve General Jack- 
son from the path of duty, nor avert his footsteps from the 
post of danger. The peculiar difficulties which he en- 
countered during the Creek campaign, increased his 
debility, yet the fortunate results of his exertions afforded 
him the richest consolations. He was now desirous of 
forming a junction with the forces of Georgia, in order 
to effect a more speedy termination of the war^ Qf com- 
pel the savages to sue for peace. 
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. With this object in view, ho took up the line of march 
with, his troops on the 7th of April for the Tallapoosa, 
intending on his inarch to attack a body of the enemy at 
Hoithlewallee, on the Hickory Grounds* He here ex- 
pected the co-operation of the Georgia forces, and dis* 
patched a message to the commander, stating his 
expectation of meeting and attacking the Muscagees on 
the 11th. His march was however retarded by a heavy 
&I1 of rain ; and it was not until the 13th that he arrived 
at Hoithlewallee. •^JBut he here found no resistance 
from the enemy. The constant succession of disasters 
which had attended their hostile operations, had depressed 
their spirits and withered their hopes. Their prophets, 
who held an unlimited influence over their superstitious 
minds, and urged them on by all the force of Indian 
eloquence,' ai^ savage' daring, to the perpetration of deeds 
of horrid butchery, had fallen in the deadly encounters, 
to which they led their deluded followers by Aeir incan- 
tations and thirst for blood. * It was not until the last ray 
of hope was extinguished, that they deigned \o supplicate 
their conquerors for peace. They then begged of Ibe 
American commander an extension of that mercy to them, 
which they had sworn never to impart to -us. " 

Although the power of the Creeks was broken, it was 
notwithstanding deemed necessary to establish posts for 
the defence of the frontier settlements. With this view. 
General Jackson established a fort upon the 66osa, near 
its confluence with the TaUapoosa, which was named Fort 
Jackson. This completed the line of forts through Ten- 
nessee, Georgia, and the Alabama Temtory. The 
(Georgia folrces were now joined with those under the 
command of General Jackson; and on the 90th April, 
Major General Pinckney arrived at Fort Jackson, and 
as8uhi# the command of the whole forces in the Creek 
country. . *. , 
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A most kindly int^rcliange of courtiesies here took 
place between these war-worn veterans, in the service of 
their country. General Pinckney prepared a splendid 
entertainment, and invited Greneral Jackson and his 4staff 
to partake with him. Cheering, indeed, were the mutual 
congpratulations of these brave officers, as at the convivial 
board they contemplated the dangers they had passed, the 
battles they had fought, and the blessings of peace and 
security which they had purchased for their countrymen, 
by toil, privation, and hardships. 

Greneral Jackson reciprocated the civility of his com- 
mander-in-chief, by inviting him to dine with him at his 
marquee the next day. The simple diet that had sus- 
tained his soldiers in the prosecution of this arduous cam- 
paign, constituted the bill of &re. None but those who 
have passed through similar .^enes of danger, can appre- 
ciate the deep emotions of joy and gratulation that these 
meritorious men experienced, on an occasion like this. 
Proud, indeed, was su^ch a day to Andrew Jackson. The 
storm of savage vengeance, which burst like a volcano 
upon the devoted inmates of Foic^ Mimms, had called him 
into the field to avenge the slaughter of 4iis countrymen ; 
he had penetrated the unbroken forests and deep morasses 
of that region with an astonishing celerity, had attacked 
the enemy in their &stnesses ; and at Tallushatches, Tal- 
ladega, Emuckfaw, and Tohopeka, had taught the Creeks 
to respect the lives and property of our citizens. 

General Pinckney assumed the command of General 
Icoekson's corps only to disband them, after expressing his 
exalted sense of their bravery and patriotism. On the 21st, 
the next day after General Pinckney assumed the com- 
mand, he ordered the Tennessee troops to be marched 
home, and discharged ; retaining, however, sufficient to 
garrison the established posts. ^ General Jackso^ imme- 
diately took measures to comply with the order. 



AKBREW JACKSON. d3 

m 

The following is Geiieral Jackson's last communication, 
as an officer in the iniiitary forces of Tennessee : 

Fort Williams, April 25<A, at night. 

Sir— General Pinckney joined me at Fort Jackson on 
the ^Oth. The enemy continuing to come in from every 
quarter, and it being now evident that the war was over, 
I received an order at three o*clock P. M., on the 21 at, to 
march my troops back to Fort Williams, and after having 
dispersed any bodies of the enemy who may have assem- 
bled on . the Cahawba, or within striking distance, and 
provided for the maintenance of posts between Tennessee 
and Fort Jackson, to discharge the xemainder. Within 
two hours after receiving this order, I was on the line of 
march ; and reached this place last evening, a distance 
of about sixty miles. 

To Brigadier General Doherty, I shall assign the duty 
of keeping up the posts, which form the line of commu- 
nication between Tennessee and the confluence of the 
Coosa and Tallapoosa, makings the necessary arrange- 
ments to enable him to do so. About four hundred of the 
Bast Tennessee militia will be left at this place, two hun- 
dred and fifty at Fort Strother, and seventy-five at Fort 
Armstrong and New Deposit. Old Deposit will be main- 
tained by Captain Hammond's company of rangers. 

To-morrow I detail five hundred of the militia, under 
the command of Brigadier General Johnson, to the Ca- 
hawba, with instructions to unite with me at Fort Deposit, 
after having dispersed any bodies of the enemy they may 
find there assembled. 

The commissioners who have been appointed to make a 
treaty with the Creeks, need have noUiing to do but assign 
them their proper liinits. Those of the friendly partyi who 
have associated with me,, will be easily satisfied; and 
those of the hostile party, they consider it a &vor that their 
lives have been spared them, and will look upon any space 
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that may be allowed them for their fiitiure settlement, as a 
bounteous donation. I have taken the l^rty to point out 
what I think ought to be the future line of separation, 
with which I will hereafter make you acquainted. If 
they should be established, none of the Creeks will be left 
00 the west of the Coosa. - 

Accompanying this, I send you a report made by the 
adjutant general, of the killed and wounded at the battle 
of Tohopeka, which was omitted to be sent by the former 
egress. I have the honor to be, du:. 

Andrew Jackson. 

After the lapse of a few days, Greneral Jackson com* 
menced his march Ibr Tennessee. On his arrival at 
Fayetteville, his troops were discharged, and returned to 
their homes. The Tennesseeans duly appreciated the 
services of Greneral Jackson, in his successful prosecution 
of the Creek war ; and wherever he went, he was wel- 
comed by the most enthusiastic demonstrations of joy and 
gratitude. In June, 1814, he was appointed brigadier 
general in the army of the United States. 

About this period he was appointed a^commissioner, to 
secure by negotiation what he had already acquired by 
arms. 

To make a treaty, however, with Indians, can hardly 
be caited negotiation^ as it is considered among civilized 
powers. The law of nations, which requires " good 
faith" between the contracting parties, is a code not re- 
cognized by American savages. It is (ather a con- 
tract of bargain and sale, with a penalty annexed for a 
breach of covenant. Colonel Hawkins, who was ap- 
pointed Indian agent by General Washington, and who 
has been in the agency ever since, was associated with 
General Jackson in this mission. 

By the American forces, a complete conquest had been 
made of the whole Creek country; and this conquest had 
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been OGCftsioned by fljEigtant breaches of treaty, and out- 
rageous Tiolations of iramanity by the Crfieks. Had -<he 
American govermnent felt the cupidity, or exercised the 
power, which the larger kingdoms of Europe manifest 
towards the smaller ones, the Oeeks must either hare 
fled from their country, or been reduced to vassalage, and 
their country itself would hare been annexed to the United 
States. But its existence commenced upon the broad prin- 
ciples of national and individual justice, and in. the pro- 
gress of its government, it has never deviated from thenn 

The object of General Jackson and the other commis- 
sioners, was not so much to obtain new territory, as to 
secure the aclmowledged territory of the United States 
fiom the future depredations of Indian hostility. On the 
10th August, 1814, a treaty was executed, which is before 
the public. It cut off the savages from all communication 
with the perpetual disturbers of our tranquillity, and 
secured to the govermnent such privileges in their coun- 
try, as will hereafter place the frontiers out of danger 
from the Creeks. 

The speeches of the Indian Chiefs, which were elicited 
upon the occasion, are worthy of preservation. Wether- 
fbrd was a brave but in&tuated chieftain. His speech is 
as follows : 

"I am in your power—- do with me as you please. I 
am a soldier. I have' dpne the whke people all the harm 
I could ; I have 'fought them, and fought them bravely : 
If I had an ^my, I woul^^et fight and contend to the 
last; but I have none: xmy people are all gone. I can 
now do no more than weep over the misfortunes of my 
naUon. Once I could animate my warriors to battle : but 
I cannot animate the dead. My warriors can no longer 
hear my voice: their bones are at Talladega, TfillushaW 
ehes, Emu^k&w^and Tohopeka. I have not surrendered 
myself thoughtlessly. Whilst there were chances of sue-' 
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cess, I never let my post* nor supplicated peace. But 
my people are gone, and I now ask it lor my nation and 
lb? myself. On the miseries and misfortunes brought 
upon my country, I look back with the deepest sorrow, and 
wish to avert still greater oahunities. If I had been left 
to contend with the C^rgia army, I would have raised 
my com on one bank a[ the river, and fought them on the 
ocher ; but your people have destroyed my nation. You 
are a bnve man — ^I rely upon your generosity. You will 
exact no terms of a conquered people, but such as they 
should accede to : whatever they may be, it would now 
be madness and folly to oppose. If they are opposed, 
you shall find me amongst the sternest enforcers of obe- 
dience. Those who would still hold out, can be influenced 
only by a mean spirit of revenge; and to this they must 
not, and shall ngt saeriflce the last renmimt of their 
country. You have told us where we ^might go and be 
safe. This i< a good talk, and my natipn ought to listen 
to it. They sAo^/ listen to it." 

He was followed thus by the Big Warrior s 
** The President, our fiither, advises us to honesty and 
fiumess, and promises that justice shall be .done.; I hope 
and trust it will be ! I made this war, which has proved 
80 fatal to my country, that the treaty entered in a lote 
time ago, with &ther Washington, might not be broken. 
To his friendly arm 1 hold &8t. I will never break that 
chain of friendship we made together, Imd which bound 
us to stand to- the United Staffes^ He was a fether to the 
Muscogee people ; and not only to them, but to all the 
people beneath the sun. His talk I now hold in my hand. 
There sits the agent* he aent among us. Never has 
he broken the treaty. He has lived with us a long time. 
He has seen our cidildjen born, who now have children. 



* Cokinel Hawkins. 
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Bj his diieedoii, doth was wove* mad oloAes wese made, 
ai«l sj^ead throvghoiMr eoimtiy; but tiie Bed Sticks pMne 
aad dee^ei^d aU-^we Imve nene now. Hard is our 
skufttion, and yon ought to eonaiAnr it. I state what all 
the nation knows ; nothing wiQ I keep secret. 

'Huere is the litde Warricnr, whom Colonel Hawkins 
kifO"^. Wyte we were giving satis&^ion for the ninr« 
ders that had been committed, he proired a mischief-maker ; 
he went to the Britit^ on the lakes ; he came bick« ai^d 
brought a package to the frontiers, which increased the 
murders here. This conduct has already node the waif 
paity to suffer greatly : but, although almost destroyed, 
they will not yet open dieir eyes, but are led away by the 
British at PensacoUu Not so with us; we were rational, 
and had our senses— we 3ret are so. In the war of the 
revolution, our fiither beyond the wai|rs enconraged us 
to join him, and we-did so. We had no sense then. The 
promises he made il»re never kept. We w«re yomig and 
foolish, and fought with fehn. The British can no more 
persuade us to do mrong : they have deceived us once, 
and can ^Beeive ms no more. You «re two great people. 
If you go to war, we will have no coneam in it ; for we 
are not able to fight. We wish to be at peace with every 
tu^ien. If they ofbr lie «Hrms, I will say to them. You 
put me in danger, to war against a people bom in our 
own lai^d. They shall aevift force us into danger. You 
filiall never see that our chieft are boys in council, who 
wrll be foiced to do any thing. I talk thwBi, knowmg that 
Either Washington advised us never to interfere in wars. 
He told x» that those in peaee w^e the happiest people. 
He toldggtfiwt a the en^ny attacked him, he had warriors 
enoug^9^.did pot wish his red chi^en to help him. If 
the Britd»hiidviie'us to any thing, I will tell yc^u—not 
hMe it ftod ^foiu If they asy jve'must^ght, I will tell 
them, No!" 

9 
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. The negotiation was concluded by a leeaty of l^^ace 
dictated to them by Qen^ial Jack«on» on ae^re but juat 
tenna. They agreed to yield a portion of theijr country 
as an ind^nnity for the expanses of the war ; thcfy con- 
ceded the priviiege-of opening roads through their coun- 
try, togi^er with the liberty of navigating their rivers ; 
they also stipulated to hold no int^course with any British 
or Spanish fort, or garrison, and to deliver up the pro^ 
perty they had taken from the whites or friendly Indians* 
General Jacicsojiy on the part of the United States, under- 
took to guaranty their territory, to restore all their prison- 
ers, and in consideration of their destitute situation, to 
furnish them gratuitously with the necessaries 0/ life, 
until they could provide for diemselves. They also 
engaged to establish trading houses, and endeavor to 
bring back the nation to its former state. 

The in&tuation which led this Inrave nation of barbarians 
into a contest .which resulted so much to .their disadvan- 
tage, cannot be too much lamented; and yet the cruel 
policy of their system of war&re rendered the severity, 
with which they were treated by the Americans, indis- 
pensably necessary* 

But the peace which General Jackson concluded with 
the Creeks, was not a permanent one ; those who were 
disafiected, and refused to acknowledge the national capi- 
tulation, resorted to the neighborhood of Pensacola, and 
to the shores of the Escambia river, where they held 
themselves in readiness to act whenever a &ivorable op- 
portunity should occur. The Spanish governor of Flo- 
rida fostered and encouraged them in tjieir hostility : al- 
though his government was ostensibly neutral, her pre- 
dilections were, notwithstanding, strongly in ftivor of Great 
Britain, and she lost no opportunity of secredy aiding the 
latter in her belligerent operatiotts against the United 

States. 
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While General Jackson was concluding a treaty of 
peace with those of the Creeks, who were disposed to 
capitulate, he dispatched seme of his confidential officers 
to Pensacolay to observe the course pursued by Gonzalez 
Manrequezy the Spanish governor ; and from the friendly 
Creeks, he was also daily receiving information which 
confirmed ^s suspicions of the reprehensible course 
which was being pursued by this minister of Spain. 

In September, 1814, General Jackson had received no 
instructions from the war department, relativiito the course 
to be pursued with the Spanish authorities in Florida. 
He sent a direct message to Governor Manrequez, request- 
ing him to point out the course he was about to pursue. 
The correspondence that followed between him and Gre- 
neral Jackson, has long been before the public, and is too 
voluminous to be here inserted. The 'jg^ovemor was less 
equivocal, and more explicit than he had previously been. 
He began to fe^l a strong assurance that the British go- 
vernment, which had restored his master to the throne, 
would support him in all his measures against the United 
States. He knew that the legitimate sovereigns of Europe 
were safely enthroned, and that pride as well as interest, 
would induce them to secure to Ferdinand VH. his South 
American colonies, and to endeavor to regain for George 
HI. the colonies he had lost in the North. His language 
was confident, not to say imperious. He repelled the 
charges against himself, by criminatihg the Ain6#ican go- 
vernment. The correspondence was closed by the« follow- 
ing letter to him, from General Jackson : ; 

Were I clothed, says the general, with diplomatic 
powers, £br the purpose of discussing the topics embraced 
in the wide range of injuries of which you complain, and 
which have long since been adjusted, I could easily de- 
monstrate that the United States have been always faith- 
ful to their treaties ; steadfast in their friendships ; nor 
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hft ve erer dainl^ aay thing tbat Mrcs nol wuraHi^d by 
justice. They have endured many insiika from the go* 
▼emors and otibw of&cera of Spain, whiefa^ if sanctioned 
by their sov^ereign, amounted to acta of war, withoat any 
preyiotts declan^on en the subject. They hare excited 
the fifarages to war> and afforded them the means of waging 
it. Tho^'property (^ our citizens has been captured at 
sea, and if^compensation has not been refused, it has at 
least been Withheld. But as no such powers have been 
delegated tcf aie,,I shall not assume them, but leave them 
to the representatives of our respective governments. 

I have the honpr of being intrusted with the command 
of this district. Charged with its protection, and the 
safely of its citizens, I feel my ability to discharge the 
task, and trust your excellency will always find me ready 
and willing' to go forward in Uie performance of that duty, 
whenever circumstances shall render it necessary. I agree 
with you, per^ctly, that candor and polite language 
should, at all timeif, characterize the communications be- 
tween the officers of friendly sovereignties ; and I assert, 
without the fear of contradiction, that my former letters 
were couched in terms the most respectful and unexcep- 
tionable. I only requested, and did not demand, as you 
asserted, the ringleaders of the Creek confederacy, who 
had taken refiige in your town, and who had violated all 
laws, moral, civil, and divine. This I had a right to do, 
from the treaty which I sent you, and which I now again 
inclose, with a request thrfl you will change your transla« 
tor ; believing, as I do, that your former one was wrong, 
and has deceived you. 

What kind of an answer you returned, a reference to 

your letter will explain. The whole of it breathed nothing 

but hostility, grounded upon assumed ihcts, and &]se 

charges, and entirely evading the inquiries that had been 
made. 



I can but exptesff my astoteEldiine]&t*a.t'yotrf piotefld 
agmuMft the oessum on the Alabama, lying within the ae« 
knowledged jurifldiction of the United States, and which 
has been ratkiedy in due form, by the principal chiefs and 
warriors of the nation* But my astonishment subsides, 
when, on comparing it, I find it upon a par with the rest 
of 3rour letter and conduct ; taken together, they afford a 
sufficient justification for any consequences that may en- 
sue. My government will protect every inch of her ter- 
ritory, her citizens, and her property, from insult and de- 
predation, regardless of the political revolutions of Eu- 
rc^e : and although she has been at all times sedulous to 
preserve a good understanding with all the world, yet ^he 
has saered rights, that cannot be trampled upon with im- 
punity. Spain had better look to her own intestine com- 
motions, before she walks forth in that majesty ef strength 
and power, which you threaten to draw down .upon "the 
United States. Your excellency has beencandid enough 
to admit your Jiaving supplied the Indians with arms. In 
addition to this, I have learned that a British flag has 
been seen flying on one of your forts. All this is done 
whilst you are pr^ending to be neutral. 

You cannot be surprised, then, but on the contrary will 
provide a fort in your town, for my soldiers and Indians^ 
should I take it in my head to pay you a visit. 

In future, I beg you to withhold your insulting charges I 
against my government, for one more inclined to listen 
to slander than I am ; nor consider me any more as a di- 
plomatic character, unless so proclaimed to you from the 
mouths of my caimon. 

No specific object was eflfected by this correspondence, 
other than a full developem^it of the inimical views en- 
tertained by the Spanish governor towards the United 
flfeatest and General ladcsqn laid his plans ef operation 

aceecAingiy. 

9* 
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' ^irefal IwHiaod 'ii^A'mw commaiider in chief of (be 
seventh military district, including the most important part 
of the southern section of the union. It was now alto- 
gether the most endangered part of it. The splendid vie- 
tories at Chippewa, Bridgewater, Fort Erie, and Platts^ 
burgh, had allayed all apprehension from British armies 
in the north. The defence of New London and Stoning- 
ton, New York and Baltimore, had robbed British '* nayal 
demonstrations*' of their terrors, upon the eastern sea- 
board. The British admirals and British generals were 
concentrating their forces, with a determination to wipe off 
the disgrace, which had with justice been attached to them 
— ^not so much from the defeats they had suffered, as from 
the vandalism they had displayed in the Chesapeake Bay, 
upon the Niagara frontier, and at the city of Washington. 
The utmost confidence was expressed by the British in 
America, of the success of this great and united effott 4)f 
the armies and navies of Britain ; and a British commis* 
sioner at Ghent, who at this time .was negotiating a peace 
with American commissioners, tauntingly remarked, that 
before they had time to conclude a peace, New Orleans and 
the states upon the Mississippi would be in possession of 
Sir Edward Packenham ! 

' It is ho more than candid to admit, that very serious 
apprehensions were entertained by Americans themselves, 
in regard to the safety of the southern section of the union, 
or that part of it situated upon the Gulf of Mexico, and 
near the mouth of the Miasissippi. A very great propor- 
tion of the troops of the United States and of the munitions 
of war, were in the northern, eastern, and middle states, 
pX a great distance from New Orleans. The whole sea- 
board, from Pastine ^ that place, was commanded by a 
superior naval force of the en^ny,' who could by that com- 
mand, iu a very short time, approach any assailable point 
npou the ocean. Sir George Provost's army of 14,000, 
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were* m Lower Canadm, burning to revenge the defeat 
they met with at Plattsbnrgh. Large reinforcements were 
known to have arrived from England in the West Indies* 
under the command of some of the most renowned gene* 
«al8 in Wellington's army, and every indication evinced 
the determination of the whole land and naval forces of 
the enemy, upon the American station, to make a descent 
near the mouth of the Mississippi. 

Many British officers had already arrived at Pensa- 
cola, about seventy miles east of Mobile bay, on which 
Port Bowyer is situated. Here they were received with 
^eat cordiality by the governor, and suffered to embady 
and train savages. * General Jackson, about the first of 
September, addressed the war department in the most 
pressing terms. In one of hia letters, he says : How 
long will the United States pocket the reproach and open 
insults of Spain ?.it is alone by a manly and dignified course, 
that we can secure respect from other nations, and peace 
to our own. Temporizing policy is not only a disgrace, but 
a curse to any nation. It is a &ct, that a British captain 
of marines is, and has been, for some time, engaged in 
drilling and organizing the fugitive Creeks, under the eye 
of the governor ; endeavoring, by his influence and pre- 
sents, to draw to his standard, as well the peaceable ^ 
the hostile Indians. If permission had been given to me 
to march against this place, (Pensacola,) twenty days ago, 
I would ere this have planted there the Ambrican E Aets ; 
now we must trust alone to our valor, and the justice of 
our cause. But my present resources are so limited— -a 
sickly climate, as well as an enemy to contend with, and 
without the means of transportation, to change the position 
of my army, that, resting on thehi(^very of, my little pha- 
lanx, I can only hope for success. 

The secretary, of 'war, Mr. Monroe, 'incessantly ex- 
erted himself to second the measures of General Jackson. 



Havittg afiqvired Louaiana axkd th» exclosm eoyummd ^ 
the Missiat^i by Begotiation, he wm new eaUbd i^n to 
defend it as the head of the war department. As there 
was, within tha seventh military district, but a Tery mt^H 
number of regular troops, the secretary made a requisiis* 
tion upon the executives of the states of Louisiana, Mis- 
sissippi, and Tennessee, to have their full quota of militia 
in readiness for immediate service, at the command of Ge**^ 
neral Jackson. Volunteers were again invited by Gene- 
ral Jackson to resort to his standard, under which they had 
always conquered. The unbounded popularity of Gene* 
ral Jackson induced the militia not only with promptness, 
but with animation, to repair to the rendezvous ; and the 
Tennessee volunteers, imder their gallant General Cofiee, 
were again in motion. They had almost invariably form- 
ed tly» van of General Jackson's army ; and of their imme- 
diate commander, it may be said, '* he dared to l^d where 
any dared to follow." 

General Jackson, before the middle of September^ had 
established his head-quarters at Mobile, vmiting the arri- 
val of the militia and volunteers, some of whom had to 
travel more than four hundred and B&y miles. Upon the 
14th he received a messsige from Maj. William Lawrence, 
commander of Fort Bowyer at the mouth of Mobile bay, 
requesting immediate assistance in the defence of that im^ 
portant post, as the enemy had landed in the vicinity of that 
place, with a force probably, ten times the amount of his 
ovm. Major Lawrence had but one hundred and fifty- 
eight men fit for duty. He took immediate measures to 
succor this exposed garrison ; but belbre reinforcements 
could reach that place* it was simultaneously attacked 
upon the 15th, by the British and Indian forces, by land^ 
and by a large naval force in the bay. The defence of this 
f^e 18 thus described by General Jack8on« and Major 
IjtW7ence : 



eg|l« lACKSONf TO UOH* JAMSV KOWROV* 

JEfeiid Quarters Ttk, MUiiarf District, 
Mobile, Sept. nth, 18M. 

Sir — ^With lively emotions of satbs&ctioii, I commtini- 
ettte thflft suoGOM hffs downed the^ gallant ^orts of our 
brave soldi^rSy in resisting and repulsing a combined Bri- 
tii^ naval and hud force ; vrhidh on the 15th instant, at« 
tacked Fort Bowjrer, on the Point of MoUle. 

I enclose a copy of the official report of Maj. William 
Lawrence of the 2d infimtry, who commanded. In ad- 
dition to the particulars communicated in his letter, I have 
learned that the ship which was destroyed, was the 
Hermes, of from twenty-four to twenty-eight guns, cap* 
tain, the Hon« Wm. Hr Percy, senior officer in the Gulf 
of Mexico ; and the brig so considerably damaged, is the 
Sophie, eighteen guns, Capt« Wm. Lockyer ; the dtfaer 
ship was the Carrcm, of from twenty-four to twenty-eight 
guns, Cai^ain Spencer, son of Earl Spencer ; the other 
brig's name unknown. On board of the Garron, eighty- 
five men were killed and wounded ; among whom was 
Colonel Nicholl, of the Royal Marines, who lost an eye 
by a splinter. The land &rce consisted of one hundred 
and ten marines, and two hundred Creek Indians, under 
the command of Captain Woodbine, of marines, and about 
twenty artillerists, with one four and a half inch howitzer, 
from which they discharged shells and nine pound shot. 
They re-embarked the -piece, and retreated by land to- 
wards Pensacola, whence they came. 

By the morning report of the sixteenth, there were 
present in the fort, Sxfot duty, officers and men, one hun- 
dred and fifty-eight. The resist of this engagement has 
stamped a character on the war in this quarter, highly &^ 
▼orable to the As&eadcan arms i jt is an event from which 
may be drawn the most &vorab])^a»gnry . 

An aduevenient so glorious in itaeli^ and so important 
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in its eooaeqaenees, shimld be appi^kted by the goyern- 
meot ; and those concerned are entitled to, and will, doubt- 
less, receive the most gratifying evidence of tSe appro« 
bation of their countrymen. 

In the words of Major Lawrence, ^ where all bdiaved 
well, it is unnecessary to discriminate." But all beinjf 
meritorious, I beg leave to annex the names of the offi- 
cers, who were engaged and pres^it ; and hope they will, 
individually, be deemed worthy of distinction. 

Maj. Wm. Lawrence, 2d in&ntry, commanding ; Cap- 
tain Walsh of the artillery ; Capt^. Chamberlain, Brown- 
low, and Bradley, of the 2d infiintry ; Captain Sands, de- 
puty commissary of ordnance ; Lients. Villard, Sturges, 
Conway, H. Sanders, T. R. Sanders, Brooks, Davis, and 
C. Sanders, all of the 2d infantry. 

I am confident that your own feelings will lead you to 
participate in my wishes on the subject. Permit me to 
suggest the propriety and justice of allowing to this gal- 
lant band^the value of the vessel destroyed by them. 
I remain, &c. Akdrew Jacksok. 

The Hon. Secretary of War. 

The following is the official report of Maj. 'William 
Lawrpnce, alluded to by General Jackson, in his letter to 
the secretary of war. 

MAJ. LAWRENCE TO OEM. JACKSON. 

Fort Bowyer, Sept. Ibth, 1814, 
12 o*clo^k at night. 
Sir — After writing the enclosed| I was prevented by the 
approach of the enemy, from sending it by an express. 
At meridian they were under full sail, with an easy and 
favorable breeze, standing directly for the fortr^and at 4 
P. M. we opened our battery, which was returned from 
two ships, and two brigs, as they approached. The ac- 
tion became general at about twenty minutes past four, and 
was continued without intermission on either side ufttil 
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Beveikj wlien one ship and two brigs were compelled to re- 
tire* The leading ship, raj^poted to be the commodore, 
moimtinl^twenty-twa thirty-two pomidcarronadegy having 
anchored nearest oar battery, wat so much disabled, her 
cable being cut by our shot, that she drifted on shore, with- 
m six hundred yards of the battery, and the other vessels 
having got out of our reach, we kept such a tremendous fire 
upon her, that she was set on fire, and abandoned by the 
few of the crew who survived. At ten P. M. we had the 
pleasure of witnessing the explosion of her magazine* 
The loss of lives on board must have been immense, as 
we are certain no boats left her except three, which had 
previously gone to her assistance, and one of these I be- 
lieve vTas sunk ; % &ct, one of her boats was burnt along 
side of her* 

Th^ brig thfit folloiwed her, I am certain was muck 
damaged both in hull and rigging* The other two did 
not approach near emmgh to be much injured, but I am 
confident they did not escape, as a well directed fire was 
kept on them durmg the whol^ time. 

During the action, a battery of a twelve pounder and a 
howitzei', was opened on our rear, but without doing any 
execution, and was silenced by a few shot. Our loss is 
four privates killed, and five privates wounded. 

Towards the close of the action, the fiag^staff was shot 
away ; but the flag was immediately hoisted on a sponge 
stafi* above the parapet. While the flag was down, the 
' enemy kept up their most incessant and tremendous.fire ; 
- the men were withdrawn from the curtains and northeast 
bastion, as the enemy's own shot completely protected our 
rear, except the position they had chosen for their battery. 

Where all behaved well, it is unnecessary to discrimi- 

: nate* Suffice it to say, every officer and man did his duty ; 

i the whole behaved ,w^ that coolness and intrepidity which 

is characteristic of the true American* and which coi^d 
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scarcely have been ezpectedfrom men, moat tvfwkoniuid 
nerer seen'an enemy, and wepe now, for the fint time, ea:^ 
posed for nearly tluee kours, to a force of nearly or quite 
four gtms to one. 

We fired during the actkm between four and fi^rs htm^ 
dred guns, most of them doable shotted, and after the first 
half hour but few missed efbct. 

Upon an examination of our battery the Meowing morn- 
ing, we feund upwards of three hundred shot and shotr 
holes, in the inside of the north and east curtains, and north- 
east bastions, of all calibers, from musket ball to thirty* 
two pound shot. In the nottk-east bastion there were 
three guns dismounted ; o^tirof wkidi, a four pounder, was 
broken off near the trunnions by a thi^-two pomd shot, 
and another much battered. I regret to say that both 'ihe 
twenty-four pounders are eracked««ii such a manner as to 
render |hea unfit fer s^nrice. 

I am informed bylwb deserters irom the land £Me» who 
have just tnrrived here, and wlKKn I send fer 3^ur disposal, 
that a«rem&rcement is esqiected, when tkey will doubtless 
endeaTour to wipe ofi* the stain of yesterday. 

If 3rou will 'sen4 ^^^ Amelia down, we may probably 
save*inost or all of the ship's guns; as her w^eck is lying 
in six or seven feet wa|er, and some of than an just co- 
rered. They will not, however, answe^r for the ftgrt, as 
they are too short. 

By the deserters, we learn that ^e ship we have de- 
strayed, was the Hermes, but her eemmandes^ name they 
did not recoQect. It was the commodore, and he doubt* 
less £ril on his quarter deck, as we had a raking fire upon 
it, at about two hundred yards distance, for som^tkhe. 

To CSaptam fiands, who will have the honot <rf handing 
you this dispatch, I refer you for a more particular aeeowu 
^ *^^**^®°^^**^ ^^ enemy than maybe contained in 
my letters ; bis •enrices, both before and during the^ion. 
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were of great* importance, and I consider fully justify me 
in having detained him. Captain Walsh and several men 
were much burned in the accidental explosion of two or 
three cartridges. They are not included in the list of the 
wounded heretofore given. 

The enemy's fleet, this morning at day break, were at 
anchor in the channel, about four miles from the fort; 
shortly after, it got under . way and stood to sea ; afler 
passing the bar, they hove to, and boats have been con- 
stantly passing between the disabled brig and the others. 
I presume the former is so much injured as to render it ne- 
cessary to lighten her. 
..At fifteen minutes after 1, P. M., the whole fleet made 
sail, and stood to sea. 

I have the honor to be, &.c. 

William Lawrence. 

Maj. Gren. Andrew Jackson, &/C. 

When it is ccmsidered that this, fori was in a veiy in- 
complete state, having been almost totally aban4oned until 
Greneral Jackson had discoverefi its importance te the sur- 
rounding country in time of war ; that it wfts only in a 
progresmve state of improvement ; that it was garrisoned 
by only a hundred and My new recruits, who had never 
before faced a veteran enemy ; and that it was as£|ailable on 
every side by land and naval forces, probably amounting 
to fifteen hundred men, and a hundred pieces of cannon, 
its defence may be ranked among the most gallant 
achievemei^s in the last, or any previous war in America. 
It contributed much to invigorate our soldiers, and prepare 
them for the brilliant achievementi^ which were soon to 
follow at New Orleans, where they and their gallaati com- 
mander covered themselves with so much glory, an<^ 
elevated the standard of American prowess to a proud 
distinction among the nations of the earth. 

10 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Importance of Fort Bowyer — Inadequacy of its defence — 
Arrival of General Coffee and Tennesse^^ forces — 
GeneralJackson marches to Pensacola — 7%e Spanish 
Governor's preparations for his reception — General 
Jackson sends Major Pierre with afla^^^He is fired 
at from the forts^-General Jackson attacks and sub' 
dues the place — Colonel Nicoll — His proclamation — 
Censure of General Jackson for his operations in the 
Spanish territory — The legaHiy and justice of hie 
measures defended. 

Qeneiul Jackson had be^i appointed major general 
in the army of the United States previous to this period, 
(October,^ 1^14,) and commander of the, 7th r^ilitary dis- 
trict. -He had been major general by brevet some titne 
antecediflt to this appointment, and commander of the 
same disti^t. 

The ^ importance of Fort Bowyer as a military post, 
became more and more apparent to him, as he discovered 
the great preparation of the enemy, to assail the whole 
American sea-board, from Pensacola to New^ Orleans. 
This fort was bu^ three days' march for land forces from 
Pensacola< w^ere the British had already hoisted their 
flag; and from thence to New Orleans, but ten dajrs* 
march. By the possession of Jhis fort at the month of the 
capacious bay of Mob|k, the bay itself, and the adjoining 
country, the British land and naval, forces would derive 
incalculable advantages. To secure it| therefore, was, in 
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Che view of the commanding geq^ral, of the utmoAt im- 
portance. But however important the measure, the means 
to accomplish it were altogether beyond his reach* With- 
ont a naval force to cover the fort, or to assist in its de- 
|!^ce ; with but a small regular force under his command 
at Mobile, and wholly uncertain when the forces from the 
distant state of Tennessee, and other places, would arrive^ 
it would iseem to have been the dictate of prudence, to 
have evacuated the fort and the country at once. The 
gallant defence of this place, upon the 15th of September, 
although a severe mortification to the enemy, would in- 
duce them to send a force against it, absolutely irresisti- 
ble. So insufficient were his means of defence, from the 
middle oi September, to about the 20th of October, and so 
overwhelming was the superiority of the enemy's force, 
and constantly augmenting, that had he, at this time, 
retired to New Orleans with his little army, a, unani- 
mous sentence of approbation must have been pronomiced 
by his countr3rmen. But his language was,* ^' resting on 
the bravery of my little phalanx, I hope for success." 
Notwithstanding the discouraging aspect of affairs, it was 
at this period that he resolved, on his own responsibility, 
to march for Pensacola ; and with his army ^^to carry 
our arms where we find our enemies." Haying been 
educated as a jurist, he was versed in the prind{|)es of 
the law of nations. He had a knowledge of the obli- 
gations which one government owes to another — ^he was 
aware of the acts which this code would justify in a beUi" 
gerent power, and the duty it enjoined upon a pgwer that 
was professedly a neuUtal one. The* Spanish govern- 
ment at this time, in regard to the United States, 'was of 
the latter character by profession^ and of the for^ei»bne 
by practice. He determined to^ place himself within 
striking distance of the enemy* whether he found them 
devastating the territory of the United States, or pre- 
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paring to do it in the adjoining territory of another 
power. 

About the middle of October, Greneral Jackson wa« 
joined by Greneral Coffee, at the head of two thousand 
Tennessee volunteers and Mississippi dragoons. They 
were soon organized, and, General Jackson commanding 
in person, took up the line of march for Pensacola. On 
the 6th of November, he approached the place with his 
army. - 

The Spanish governor was aware of his approach, and 
had fortified himself, in conjunction with the British forces, 
for resistance. The forts commanding the town were 
manned, batteries were laid in the principal streets, and 
the British vessels were moored in the bay, so as to com- 
mand the approaches to the town. General Jackson 
halted with his army before the town, and dispatched 
Major Pierre with a flag, to communicate the purpose of 
his visit. The garrison fired upon him, as he approached, 
in violation of the usages of civilized warfare, and the 
rights appertaining to belligerent armies. General 
Jackson sent the flag as a matter of courtesy, but the un^ 
gracious reception it met with, left him no other alter- 
native than a " proclamation of his diplomatic character 
from the mouths of his cannon." He attacked them 
in thejr fortifications, and with what success our readers 
will learn from his hasty report of it, as follows : 

GEN. JACKSON TO GOV. BLOUNT. 

Head Quarters, 1th Military District^ 
Tensaw, November, 1814. 
Sir — On last evening I returned from Pensacola to this 
place. I reached that post on the evening of the 6th. On 
my approach, I sent Major Pierre with a flag to commu- 
nicate the object of my visit to the governor of Pensacola. 
He approached Fort St. George, with his flag displayed, 
and was fired on by the cannon from the fort ; he returned 
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and made report thereof to me. I immediately went with 
the adjutant general and the major, with a small escort, 
and viewed the fort,, and found it defended by both British 
and Spanish troops. I immediately determined to storm 
the town ; retired and encamped my troops for the night, 
and made the necessary arrangements, to carry my deter- 
mination into effect the next day. 

On the morning of the 7th, I marched with the effective 
regulars of the 3d, 39th» and 4th infantry '^ part of General 
Cofiee^s brigade ; the Mississippi dragoons, and part of 
the West Tennessee regiment, commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel Hammonds, (Colonel Lowry having deserted and 
gone home,) and part of the Choctaws, led by Major 
Blue of the 39th, and Major Kennedy, of Mississippi 
Territory. Being encamped on the west of the town, I 
calculated they would expect the assault firomthat quarter, 
and be prepared to rake me from the fort, and the British 
armed Vessels, seven in number, that lay in the bay. To 
cherish this idea, I sent out part of the mounted men to 
show themselves on the west, whilst I passed in rear 
of the fort undiscovered to the east of the town. When I 
appeared within a'mile, I was in full view. My pride was 
never more heightened than in viewing the uniform firm- 
ness of my troops, and with what undaunted courage 
they advanced with a strong fort ready to assail them on 
the right ; seven British armed vessels on the left ; strong 
block-houses and batteries of cannon in their front : but 
they still advanced with unshaken firmness, entered the 
town, when a battery of two cannon was opened upon the 
centre column, composed of regulars, with ball and grape, 
and a shower of musketry from the houses and gardens. 
The battery was immediately stormed by Captain Levall 
and company, and carried, and the musketry was soon 
silenced by the steady and well directed fire of tl^ regu- 
lars. 

10* 
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The governor met Colonels Williamson and Smitiy whcf 
led the dismounted volunteers, with a flag, begged for 
mercy, and surrendered the town and fort, unconditionaUy. 
Mercy was granted, and protection given to the citizens 
and their property, and still Spanish treachery kept ns 
out of possession of the fort, until nearly twelve o'clock 
at night. 

^ Never was more cool determined* bravery displayed by 
any troops ; and the Choctaws advanced to the charge 
with equal bravery. -^ 

On the morning of the 8th, I prepared to march and 
storm the Barancas, but before I could move, tremendous 
explosions told me that the Barancas, with all its appen* 
dages, was blown up. I dispatched a detachment of two 
hundred men to explore it, who returned in the night 
with the information that it was blown up ; all the com- 
bustible parts burnt, and the cannon spiked and dismoimted^ 
except two. This being the case, I determined (o with^ 
draw my troops ; but before I did, I had the pleasure Of 
seeing the British depart. Colonel NicoU abandoned the 
fort on the night of the 6th, and betook himself to his 
shipping, with his friend Captain Woodbine, and their 
red friends. 

? The steady iirmness of my troops has drawn a just 
respect from our enemies. It has convinced the Red 
Sticks, that they have no strong hold or protection, only 
in the friendship of the United States. The good order 
and conduct «f. my troops whilst in Pensacola, has con* 
▼inced the^ Spaniards of our friendship and our prowess, 
and has drawn from the citizens an expression that our 
Choctaws are more civilized than the British. 

In great hast^, I am, &c. 

Andrew Jacksobt. 

None of our soldiers Were killed in this battle ; Meenor 
twenty only were wound^d^ and among them was the gal- 
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lant Captain Levall, wlio fell at the head of his company 
in storming a battery. Oovemor Manrequez forgot the 
importance he had assumed for himself — ^fell into a panic* 
and in the midst of the engagement he appeared with a 
ilagt andlbegged the American general to extend mercy 
to him, and surrendered the place without a condition. 

Captain Woodbine, and Colonel NicoU, the author of a 
famous proclamation which was promulgated soon after 
his arrival at Pensacola, were amongst the first who fled 
in consternation to their shipping, before a gun was fired. 
We here transcribe the proclamation with a full conviction 
that it is our bounden duty to contribute all the means in 
our power to snatch so invaluable a document from inglo- 
rious oblivion. 

COL. NICOLL TO LOUISIANIANS, KENTUCKIANS, ETO. 

** Natives of Louisiana ! On you the first call is made, 
to assist in liberating from a &ithless, imbecile govern- 
ment, your paternal soil ; Spaniards, Frenchmen, Italians, 
and British, whether settled, or residing for a time in 
Louisiana, on you, also, I call, to aid me in this just 
cause. The American usurpation in this country must 
be abolished, and the lawful owners of the soil put in 
possession. I am at the head of -a large body of Indians, 
well armed, disciplined, and commanded by British 
ofiicers — a good train of artillery, with every requisite, 
secq^nded by the powerfol aid of a numerous British and 
Spanish squadron of ships and vessels of war. Be not 
alarmed, inhabitants of the country, at our approach ; the 
same good faith and disinterestedness, which has dis- 
tinguished the conduct of Britons in Europe^ accompa- 
nies them here; you Will have no fear of litigious taxes 
ijnposed upon you, for the purpose of carrying on an un- 
natural and.unjust war ; your property, your laws,. the 
peace and tranquillity of your country, will be guarantied 
to you by men, who will suffer no infiringement of theirs- 
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Rest assured, that these brave red men only burn witli an 
ardent desire of satisfaction, for the wrongs they h&y^ 
suffered from the Americans ; to join you, in liberating 
these southern provinces from their yoke^ and drive them 
into those limits formerly prescribed by my sovereign. 
The Indians have pledged themselves in the most solemn 
manner, not to injure, in the slightest degree, the persona 
or properties of any but enemies. A flag over any door, 
whether Spanish, French, or British, will be a certain 
protection; nor dare any Indian put his foot on the 
threshold thereof, under penalty of death from his own 
countrymen ; not even an enemy will an Indian put to 
death, except resisting in arms ; and as for injuring help- 
less women and children, the red men, by their good con- 
duct and treatment to them, will (if it be possible) make 
the Americans blush for their moxe inhuman conduct 
lately on the Escambia ; and within a neutral terrkory. 

** Inhabitants of K^atucky ! you have too long borne with 
grievous impositions — The whole brunt of the war has 
&llen on your brave sons : be imposed on no longer^ but 
either range yourselves under the standard ofyo^ar fore-- 
fathers, or observe a strict neutrality, 

" If you comply with either oi these offers, whatever 
provisions you send down, will be "paid for in dollars^ 
and the safety of the persons bringing it^ as well as the 
free navigation of the Mississippi, guarantied to you. 
Men of Kentucky ! let me call to your view (and I trust 
to your abhorrence) the conduct of those factions, which 
hurited you into this cmZ, unjust^ and unnatural wtvr^ 
at a time when Great Britain was straining every nervet 
in defence of her own, and the liberties of the world — 
when the bravest of her sons wero fighting and bleeding 
in so sacred a cause — ^when she was spending millions of 
her treasure, in endeavoring to pull down one of the most 
formidable and dangerous tjrrants, that ever disgraced th« 
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form of man — ^when groaning Europe was almost in her 
last gasp— when Britons alone showed an undaunted 
front — ^basely did those assassins endeavor to stab her 
from the rear ; she has turned on them, renovated from 
the bloody^ but suecessfril struggle. Europe is happy 
Q/ndfreCy and she now hastens, justly, to revenge the im- 
provoked insult. Show them that you are not collectively 
unjust ; leave that contemptible few to shift for themselves ; 
let those slaves of the tyrant send an embassy to Elba, 
and implore his aid 5 but let every honest, upright Ameri- 
can, spurn them with united contempt. After the expe- 
rience of twenty-one years, can you longer support those 
brawlers for liberty, who call it freedom, when themselves 
are free ! Be no longer their dupes — accept of my 
offers— every thing I have promised in this paper, I 
guaranty to you, on the sacred honor of a British oJjicerJ*'* 

The valiant colonel, after having perpetrated this im- 
mortal state paper, sat himself down at Pensacola, and 
indulged in the gratifying reflection that the promulgation 
of his speech would remove the most inveterate obstacles 
in the way of a conquest of the United States, and whiled 
away his leisure hours in* practising lessons of etiquette, 
that he might listen to the supplications of the vanquished 
with becoming dignity. But our southern and western 
brethren visited the colonel in a manner less humble and 
conciliatory than he had anticipated; and it must be 
acknowledged that he evinced a very commendable de- 
gree of prudence in consulting his safety by a timely re- 
treat. 

The operations oi General Jackson in Florida, ^«re 
executed with his ui^ual energy and promptitude. He 
left Mobile on the 3d November, arrived at Pensacola on 
the dth ; reduced it on the 7th ; accepted the surrender of 
the Barancas on the 8th ; and on the 9th, he commenced 
his march for Mobile, to defend Fort Bowyer, 
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The legality and justice of General Jackson^s operatiooA 
in the Spanish territory have been questioned^^'and* as 
nsual, he has received a liberal share of censure therefor* 
How deserving he is of reproach for his conduct during 
this expedition, will, it is believed, be readily perceived, 
on reverting to the provocations which induct him to 
carry his arms into the Spanish dominions. The blood* 
hounds of the Creek nation, who had spread devastation 
and death lunong the defenceless borderers of our south- 
western frontier, till the martial spirii^of our soldiers' be- 
ing roused in self-defence, vanquished them in various 
desperate conflicts, had retreated into the Spanish terri- 
tory, and were there received with the most officious kind- 
ness by the Spanish governor. British troops were not 
only permitted, but encouraged to |and, to fortify. them- 
selves, and to distribute arms among these ferocious 
sons of the forest, and' instruct them in military tactics, 
that they might the more effectually wreak upon our 
countrymen their murderous vengeance. 

General Jackson remonstrated with Governor Manre- 
quez upon the reprehensible course he pursued, but with 
no beneficial effect ; he wrote to the secretary of war for 
instructions, but, by some unaccountable delay, the an- 
swer, which bore date 18th July, 1814, was not received 
by General Jackson till, 17th January, 1815. When re-, 
caeived, the conclusion of its instructions were found to hold 
thefollowing4anguage : ** If all the circumstances stated 
by you, unite, the conclusion is irresistible. It becomes 
onir duty to carry our arms where we find our enemies.'** 
The momentous nature of the crisis induced General 
Jacksoli to hazard every thing dear to him, and to pro- 
ceed upon his own responsibility to punish the aggres- 
sions of Spain. But in acting as he supposed upon his 
own responsibili^, he did nothing more, as we have seen 
by reference to the instructions from the vfar department. 
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than to follow the Vej y letter and spirit of those instruo-* 
tions ; wd although he had never receAred them when he 
made his descent upon the combined forces of British, 
Spanish, and Indian troops at Pensacola, yet they existed; 
and who can be found so captious, as to censure him for 
anticipating instructions, when those very instructions 
were given, but prevented from reaching his hands by 
unavoidable delay. 

This campaign of General Jackson has been termed 
<* a wanton attack upon a neutral power, amounti|p^ to a 
declaration of war with Spain, upon the authority of one 
unauthorized individual." Neutral power, indeed; re- 
ceiving into her cities and upon her coasts our deadliest 
foes, permitting^ them, nay aiding them, to arm and fortify 
thems«^ves there for-^ hostile operations upon us, and to 
prepare themselves for a co-operation with Sir Edward 
Pakenham in his grand plan of attack upon New Orleans, 
which, if taken, would expose our western, frontier to the 
ravages of the enemy. So far were the important ser- 
vices of General Jackson in this campaign deserving from 
rebuke, that they havegreceived, and will continue to re^ 
ceive, the approbation of every patriotic American, long 
after his censurers shall have been forgotten. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

TAe safety of Nem Orleans menaced — General Jackson 
commences his march f of that place — Defenceless sitU' 
ation of Louisiana — Disaffection among the inhahi* 
tants — General Jackson arrives at New Orleans-^-' 

m 

Despondency of the people — His exertions in their 
behalf — He addresses them, and makes preparations 
for defence — Defection of the French population — 
Causes that led to the proclamation of martial law 
'^General Jackson proclaims it — Defence of the 
measure — Arrival of r^nforcements — Battle of the 
twenty-third of December — Consequences resulting 
from it. 

The attention of Greneral Jackson was now directed to 
New Orleans, the safety of which was seriously menaced. 
Notwithstanding the negotiations pending between Great 
Britain and the United States at Ghent, serious prepara- 
tions were making for ihe invasion of Louisiana ; and it 
became evident, that, as an important preliminary step, 
the enemy would concentrate his whole force for an at- 
tack upon New Orleans, from the possession of which he 
would derive incalculable advantages. General Jackson, 
for a considerable length of time, had been the only gene- 
ral officer attached to the United States army in this dis- 
trict. General Winchei^er, of the United Slates army, 
arrived at length, and General Jackson assigned the com- 
mand of the eastern section of his district, and immediate- 
ly commenced his march for New Orleans. 
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ThiB seetiofiL ol fhe Union wits, at this peario<i» &r ftiom 
he^ng in a' good state of defence. Louisiana had then 
hut ystst h&en admitted into the Union, of which it fonaed 
the remotest part. Its peculation was thin* and a great 
part of- it consisting of slaves, added nothing to its maans 
of defence ; but required, on the contrpxy, a constant ibrce 
to prevent its becoming a domestic enemy of the moat 
dangerous kind. Its remotli situation, pressing dangers 
nearer Ae seat of government, and other causes, had 
caused it ;|o be left in a state of utter destitution, and de* 
pendent fpr defence upon its own resources. A country 
accessible by numerous inlets from the sea, was left ui^ 
defended by any fortifications, except two ; the principal 
much dilapidated, ill provided, and* very inadequately 
garrisoned, the other incapable of the slightest ddenoe» 
A few gun«boats were the only maiitime defeace for those 
approaches; a flat-bottomed frigate, which would have 
fffoved efieetual in the shallow waters that surrounded the 
coast, by some extraordinary policy^ or culpable neglect, 
was left unfinished. The military force was two incom- 
plete regiments, a militia badly armed, and a battalion 
of city volunteers. Two or three field pieces, and a haw* 
itser, formed their park of artillery, and the arsenal con*- 
tained no arms; even the common and necessary article 
of fiints was totally wanting. The magazines alone were 
well provided* This was the state of the defence of Lou* 
isiana, immediately previous to the month of December. 
The inhabitants had been long cut off from any int^* 
course with the sea, by a blockading squadron, which it 
was known preceded the arrival of a Ibrmidable fleet, 
bearing an invading anny of the most imposing force, 
from their number, their disciplpiie^ the exeellende of th^r 
appointm^snts, and the reputation of the generals who 
commanded them. 

To add to the difficulties qf the Louis^mians, theve 

11 
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existed division among ih^m, not disaffection, but that 
eonfiision which naturally arises in times of danger, when 
there is no head, or one in which there is no confidence. 
Committees of defence were named by the citizens, exhor- 
tations were made to resist the enemy, and show that the 
insulting confidenq,e he had expressed in the want of at* 
tachment of a large portion of the state to the Union was 
false. Funds were endeaivored to be raised ; every thing 
was don^ to show that the inhabitants were disposed to 
defend themselves and their country ;. but every efibrt 
demonstrated that, without further aid, the struggle would 
be ineffectual. That aid at length arrived, in the person 
of Greneral Jackson. 

^ On his arrival, ke found the population prostrate with 
fear and despondency. He comprehended at a^ glance 
the difficulties that would obstruct a successful defi^ce oi 
the country, and while thoi^^s^nds of hearts were despair* 
ing, he resolved, with his wonted decision and energy, to 
surmount every obstacle, and defend or perish with his 
countrymen. He anticipated assistance from Governors 
Blount of Tennessee, and Shelby of Kentucky, and an aug- 
mentation of his force by the gallant soldiers of Mississip- 
pi ; yet that he should receive the aid of these important 
auxiliaries, was uncertain. From Governor Claibpme 
and Mr. Edward Livingston, he received a hearty co- 
operation in his endeavors to organize the Louisiana mi- 
litia. General Cofiee and General Carrol, the brave 
men who had fought by his side in many a desperate bat- 
tle-field, were with him, and he knew they were ready to 
follow him to victory or to death. 

From the first moment of his arrival, the confidence 
of the inhabitants in him begat confidence in tliemselves; 
He visited the forts ; he organized the scanty force which 
was placed imder his command ; he addressed to them the 
wsptring language which promised future victory ; he told 
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the natives of the United States, that the enemies they 
were about to contend with had been the oppressors of 
their infant political existence ; that the men whom they 
were now to oppose, were the descendants of those whom 
their &thers fought and conquered. He^ addressed the 
descendants of Frenchmen, the natives of France; he 
told them that the English, who were now the invaders of 
the land of their adoption, had ever been the hereditary, 
the eternal enemies of their' ancient country. He called 
upon Spaniards to remember the conduct of their allies at 
St. Sebastian and Pensacola, and rejoice that they had 
found an opportunity of avenging the brutal injuries in* 
fiicted by men who dishonored the human race. * 

To the Louisianians, he expressed his joy in witness- 
ing the spirit which animated them, not only for their 
honor, but their safety; and he assured them, that for 
whatever had been their conduct or wishes, his duty 
would have led, and still would lead him, to confound the 
citizen Unmindful of his rights, with the enemy he ceased 
to oppose. But commanding men who knew their rights, 
and were determined to .defend them, he saluted them as 
brethren in arms ; and that he had now a new motive to 
exert all his faculties, which he promised them should be 
exerted to the utmost in their defence. He exhorted them 
to continue with the energy they had bfegun, and assured 
them not only of safety, but victory over an insolent foe, 
who had insulted them by an affected doubt of their at- 
tachment to the constitution of their country. " Their 
enemy, he said, was near ; his sails already covered the 
lakes ; but the brave were ever united, and if die enemy 
found them contending among themselves, it would be for 
the prize of valor, and fame, its noblest reward. ** 

He addressed, it is true, their passions and prejudices, 
but above all, their love of country and of glory. He con- 
trasted the fearful consequences of defeat, and the shame* 
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fid results of submission, to themselves* to their wireSr 
theiPf.childTeD9 and their coontry, with the honors and 
safety of the victory he confidently promised. He i^ke 
to the inhabitants of difierent origin, the . language best 
eakulated to excite national enthusiasm, and ta direct it 
to the common defence. 

This was the great, the important operation. In 
organizing this moral and physical force, the foundation 
was laid for the great work which followed; and it is 
believed that it would be difficult to find better materials 
for these causes to operate upon, than were furnished in 
a inajority of the Louisianians. Natioxial prejudices were 
converted into the noblest emulation. The sedei^ry and 
luxurious habits of a city life were, with alacrity, ex- 
changed for the toils of service in a most inclement sea* 
son; independence of action^ for strict discipline; a 
life of ease and safety, for one of toil and exposure. A 
post of honor and of danger was promised to the city 
battalion, and a corps of city riflemen, the ranks of which 
were not then half filled ; and instantly the names of the 
most respectable citizens wel^e inscribed on the muster* 
rolls. Nor was this spirit confined to a particular corps ; 
the body of the militia were equally zealous, and never 
calculating the difTerence of numbers or discipline, all 
were found at their posts when the hour of conflict ar<* 
rived. But although they were ready* yet their number 
was comparatively small. Some were unarmed, others 
were m^essarily posted with a view to interior defence } 
and the nature of the country called for a dispersion of 
this little force to guard its numerous inlets* 

The French population were, however, disaffected, 
and under the auspices of the French consul, and out of 
gratitude to the English &r the restoration of the Bour- 
bona, they discovered an ^* awful squinting at monarchy,*' 
aad wholly refused, to co-«perate with the Louisianians 
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in defending their conunon country. The disaffection of 
the few is easily checked, when the public functionaries 
discharge the duties devolving upon them; but so &r 
were the legislative and judiciary powers of the state from 
calling in the power of the l^w, to check the growing 
discontent, that in many instances they encouraged it by 
conniving at it. Governor Claiborne did every thing 
which a vigilant and patriotic executive could do, but a 
majority of the legislature, . nerveless, timorous, and de* 
spending, hung upon him like an incubus, and paralyzed 
all his exe;rtions. He had frequently written to General 
Jackson ; in one letter, he says, " On a late occasion- 1 
had the mortification to acknowledge my inability to meet 
a requisition from General Flournoy ; the corps of this 
city having for the most part resisted my orders, being 
encouraged in their disobedience by the legislature of the 
state, then in session ; one branch of which, the senate, 
having declared the requisition illegal and oppressive, 
and the house of representatives having rejected a propo- 
sition to approve, the measure. How fer I shall be sup* 
ported in my late orders, remains yet to be proved. I 
have reason to calculate upon the patriotism of the interior 
and western counties. I know also that there are many 
fiiithful citizens in New Orleans ; but there are others, in 
whose attachment to the United States I ought not to. con* 
fide. Upon the whole, sir, I cannot disguise the fact, 
that if Louisiana should be attacked, we must principally 
depend for security upon the prompt movements of the 
regular force under your command, and the militia of the 
western states and territories. At this moment we are in a 
very unprepared and defenceless condition ; several impor- 
tant points of defence remain unoccupied, and in case of a sud- 
den attack, this capital would, I fear, fall an easy sacrifice." 
In another letter, he remarks, " Inclosed you have 

copies of my late general orders. They may, and I trust 

II* 
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will be obeyed i but to thia moment, my feUow-€itE0enp 
have not manifested all that union and zeal the crisis de- 
mands, and their own safety requires. There is in this 
city a much greater spirit of disaffection, than I had anti- 
cipated ; a«d among- the feithful Louisianians, there is a 
despondency which palsies all my j^eparations ; they see 
no strong regular force, around which they could 7ft!!y 
with confidence, and they seem to think themselves not 
within the reach of seasonable assistance, from the west- 
ern states. I am assured, sir, you will make the most 
judicious disposition of the forces under your command ; 
but excuse me for suggesting, that the presence of the 
seventh regiment, at or near New Orleans, will have the 
most salutary effect. The garrison here at present, is 
alarmingly weak, and is a cause of much regret : from 
the great mixture of persons, and characters, in this city, 
we Imve as much to apprehend from within as from with- 
out. In arreisting the intercourse between New Orleans 
and Pensacbla, you have done right. Pensacola is, in 
&ct, an enemy's post, and had our commercial intercourse 
with it continued, the supplies furnished to the enemy 
would havft so much exhausted our own stock of provi- 
sions, as to have occasioned the most serious inconvenience 
to ourselves. 

" I was on the point of taking on myself the prohibition 
of the trade with Pensacola : I had prepared a proclama- 
tion to that effect, and would have issued it the very day 
I heard of your interposition. Enemies to the country, 
may blame you for your prompt and energetic measures ; 
but, in the person of every patriot you will find a sup- 
porter. I am very confident of the very lax police of this 
city, and indeed, throughout the state, with respect to the 
Tisits of strangers. I think with you, that our country is 
filled with spies and. traitors, I have written pressingly 
on the subject to the city authorities and parish judges 
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{ hope some effieient regulations will speedily be adopted 
by the first, and mOre vigilance exerted for the future, by 
the latter." 

In a third letter, the governor observe* — " The only 
difficulty I have hitherto experienced,, in mee^g the re* 
quisition, has been in this city, and exclusively from some 
Qll^opean Frenchmen, who, after giving their adhesion 
to Louis XVIII.^ have, through the medium of the French 
consul, claimed exemption from the drafts, as French sub- 
jects. The question of exemption, however, is now under 
discuission, before a special court of inquiry, and I am 
not without hopes, that these ungrateful men may yet be 
brought to a discharge of their duties. 

" You have been informed of the contents of an inter-! 
cepted letter, written by 'Colonel Coliel, a Spanish officer, 
to Captain Morales, of Pensacola. This letter was sub- 
mitted for the opinion of the attorney general of the state, 
as to the measures to be pursued against the writer. The 
attorney general was of opinion, that the courts could tal^e 
no cognizance of the same ; but that the governor might 
order the writer to leave the state, and in case of refusal, 
to send him off by force. I j^ordingly, si«f ordered Co- 
lonel Coliel to take his departure, in forty-eight hours, for 
Pensacola, and gave him 'the necessary passports. I 
hope, this measure may meet your approbation. It. is a 
just retaliation for the conduct lately observed by the go- 
vernor of Pensacola, and may induce the Spaniards resi- 
ding among us, to be less communicative upon those sub-r 
jects which Telate 16 our military movements.** 

In another letter, this patriotic chief magistrate says to 
General Jackson, " If Louisiana is invaded, I shall put 
myself at the head of such of my militia a$ will follow me 
to the field, and on receiving, shall obey your orders." 

In addition \jst this, Charles K. Blanchard, Esq., writes 
to General Jackson thus : ** Cluartermaster Peddie, of the 
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BritisK army, obsfenred to me, that the commanding offi» 
cers of the British forces, were daily in the receipt of 
every information from the city of New Orleans, which 
they might require in aid of their operations, for the com- 
pletion of the objects of the expedition ; — that they were 
perfectly acquainted with the situation of every part of 
our forces, the manner in which the same was situa- 
ted, the number of our fortifications, their stren^h, posi-> 
tion, 6lc, He furthermore stated, that the above inform- 
ation was received from persons in the city of New Or* 
leans, from whom he could, at any hour, procure every 
information necessary to promote his majesty's interest." 
So sensible, indeed, were all the. faithful citizens, and 
every prominent authority in New Orleans, of the necessi- 
ty of removing all obstructions to the enforcement of the 
paramount law of nature, that even the legislature, weak 
and undecided as it was on most occasions, and disposed 
to promote division rather than remove it, evinced some 
little patriotism, and passed an act laying an embargOf 
although they had no power under the constitution to re- 
gulate or restrain commerce ; and this the governor sanc- 
tioned, and the citizens acquiesced in« In this case the 
legislature acted wisely ; they acted on the principles of 
self-preservation, recognized in the preamble to the con- 
stitution "to provide for the common defence;" and did 
that for their constituents, which congress, to whom they 
had delegated, the power > would, if they could, have done 
for them* The legislature also passed a law, closing, the 
courts of justice for four months, which the governor as- 
sented to, and the judiciary solemnly approved* Judge 
Hall himself, of whom we shall have occasion hereafler 
to speak, discharged, without bail or recognizance, per- 
sons committed and indicted for cajMital offences agajnst 
the United States, concurring with the other departments 
of power, ia their conviction of the legal necessity of su- 
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perseding the less essential and elementary provisions of 
tiierlaw^ by the great lavr of self-defence. 

It is much to be lamented, that these prominent antho* 
ritiea shonld have afterwards j^cediBd from these patriotic 
endeavor^B, and instead of lending their effective and im- 
portant aid to General Jackson, in his endeavors to save 
their city from destruction, and their country from disgrace, 
Aey should be found sowing the seeds of disaffection 
among his troops, and embarrassing his operations by le- 
gislative enactments, and judicial decisions^ and by these 
means compel him to adopt a Bjstfana of regulations which 
have rendered him olmoxious to censure, though the cir« 
eumstances under which he acted afK>rd him a complete 
justification. 

From this state of things, the most energetic mea- 
sures were necessary to insure the safety of the coimtry. 
Supplies and arms must be procured, troops must be 
raised, intelligence must be prevented from reaching the 
enemy; and a source of danger, to which we have before 
alluded, was to be guarded against, and which the com- 
maading officer was justified in believing to exist. 

Before his arrival at New Orleans, as we have before 
seen, the governor of the state had confidentially advised 
him, that disaffection existed to an alarming degree, par- 
ticularly amongst the French population in the state ; and 
that the legislature was not free from suspicion. With 
the impression which this notice was calculated to pro- 
^nce^ on his arrival for the first time in the country, un- 
acquainted with the language spoken by a majority of the 
jieople, he thought himself obliged to asstune such powers 
ts alone could defeat the schemes of disaffection, if it ex- 
isted, and to provide the means of defence which the go- 
-vemment had neglected totally to do. This could not be 
done while the civil powaer was suffered to perform its 
usual functions ; and he took, after severe deliberation* 
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the decisive step of proclaiming martial law. He knew 
the responsibility he incurred ; he knew to what he ex- 
posed himself; and if ever there was an act of deliberate 
self-devotion, it was the one for which he has been re- 
proached, as an unjustifiable assumption of powers. . 

Had he fc^shioned his conduct to suit the taste and ma 
the applause of those who have censured him^ he might 
have had generals and attorney generals, barristers and 
merchants from the city, capering about his lines, discou- 
raging his men, disconcerting his measures, and scamper- 
ing away from the enemy. He chose rather to have citi- 
zen soldiers, aiid to make those who owned the prize con- 
tended for, share in the toil and danger of its protection. 
A rich and testy dealer in cotton, who looked as if " but 
for those vile guns he would himself have been a soldier,** 
accosted the general, who was piling up cotton bales 
against Wellington's invincibles, and requested that he 
" would appoint a guard for his cottony " Certainly,'* 
replied the general, " your request shall be complied 
with : here, sergeant ! give this gentleman a musket Mid 
ammunition, and station him in the line of defence ^ no 
one can be better qualified to guard the cotton, than the 
owner of it." Thus the dealer was dealt with. This 
commanding spirit, evinced by the cotton dealer, and the 
considerations to which an allusion has been previously 
made, and confirmed by the example of other authorities, 
and by the pressure of the moment, suggested to General 
Jaekson the prudence of comprehending New Orleans 
itself in his camp ; of taking the city he was to defend 
undi!ir his protection. The measure was discussed with 
many eminent citizens, and was approved by others* It 
was advised and adopted distinctly On the ground of pui- 
lic necessity^ of which all were convinced, and none even- 
now can doubt. If the noted Lpuallier, of whom we shall 
have occasion hereafter to speak, under the influence of 
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the royalist Blanqne, and the officious judge-, (whdito>'&ult 
is atoned by the fact that he soon repented it, and he died 
the sincere friend of Greneral Jackson,) brought 'wit^^' 
out necessity and upon a secondary principle, the civil 
authority into collision with thetnilitary power, when ex- 
erted from necessity^ and for the primary objects of the 
constitution, it was no &nlt of General Jackson. It is 
not the first time that enactments, provided for the liberty 
oi th^ citizen, have been found temporarily incompatible 
with thfe safety of the state. Hence the well known maxim 
of the civil law — IrUer arma silent leges. It is not the 
only conflict that has or can be found between separate 
provisions, or between the end or details of our constitu* 
tion. Treaties, when approved by the senate and ratified 
by the president, are declared to be the supreme laws of 
the land, and yet the house of representatives claim, and 
justly too, the right of disregarding diis supreme law, 
and of interposing their power over the bills of revenue* 
The right of property is secure under the constitution, 
and yet in certain cases a military ofiicer may seize the 
means of subsistence or of transportation, leaving only a 
&ir compensation to the owner, on the just ground of ne- 
cessity. The trial by jury is the birthright of the citi- 
zen, and a dearer right than that secured by the haheas 
corpus^ and^et the judicial power sets this right at defi- 
ance, and punishes for contempt, without the intervention 
of a jury, upon the ground of legal necessity. In viola- 
tion of the same right, our legislative bodies punish ar- 
bitrarily any citizen who may attempt ati abuse of their 
dignity or privileges* The truth is, these anomalies must 
be tolerated even in our fitir and eflfective system, on the 
ground of necessity. They are essential to the principles 
they seem to oppose. The inconsistency of military 
power with the spirit of our institutions, arises from 
the nature of things-^ot from the character of thia or 
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that Gomnuender-T-from the opposite characters of peace 
and war». and the adverse dispositions of zmiMl on which 
the conditions of society are founded. Force is the prin- 
ciple of war— equity the spirit of peace. These two ele-- 
ments, however, elaborated by civilization, or 'ramified 
into consequences, cannot be divested of their original 
discordance. The prudence of our magistrates,, and the 
patriotism of our citizens, have in most instigdces preventp 
ed their collision. Every thing considered, General Jack* 
son was persuaded that the country would be lost, uxdess 
he sacrificed himself, and risked what he valued infinitely 
more than life — ^risked his reputation^ for patriotism, and 
regard to the constitution of his country, for its preserva- 
tion. He did this deliberately. He knew the risk ; God 
knew his purpose, and his own conscience approved it* 

Having taken this important step, ^ General Jackson 
incessantly engaged himself in erecting fortifications, and 
disciplining his soldiers for defence* Fort St. Philips wa? 
sheeted as an eligible position, and Major Overton v\ras 
appointed to the command of it. The naval force near 
New Orleans, consisted of small gun-vessels, imder the 
command of Captain Patterson. 

On the 21st of December, General CofiTee arrived with 
thirteen hundred Tennesseans; and about the same time 
Colonel Hinds came with a hundred and eighty of the 
Mississippi dragoons, and waseoon followed by General 
Carroll with the remaii^der of the reinforcements from 
Tennessee. These brave men had marched a distance, of 
eight hundred miles under the endurance of privations 
and hardships, which they met with a spirit of fortitude 
that redounded to thi^ir immortal honor, and gave an^ear- 
nest of future success* The Kentucky troops, raised by 
the order of Governor Shelby, and commanded by General 
Thomas, had not yet arriv^. 

M length the storm which had been gathexingf and 
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of which 'GeneTal Jackson and hia little hand had -calm- 
ly awaited the aj^roach, burst orer them. The little na* 
valibrce at New Orleans after a most gallant defence, fell 
into the hands of the enemy, and &cilitated their opera- 
tions ; an outpost, which guarded one of the principal 
inlets, was surprised, and adyancing t]pdrough an uninha* 
bited and uninhabitable country, the enemy was within 
seven miles pf the city, on the banks of the rir^, before 
he was discovered. This was at two o'clock in the a^ 
temoon of the 28d December, one of the shortest days in 
tibe year. AH the disposable force from different points 
Ifras immediately collected. Before the sun had set, fif- 
teen Inindred men, the greater part of whom were militia, 
some of whom were armed only with pikes, were on their 
miurch, with a perfect knowledge that they were about to 
f^ck, in the open field, three times their number, of the 
best disciplined, the best appointed troops in the world. 
They advanced as gaily, and cheerfully, as if they wete 
going to a convivial feast, and before it was well night, they 
were in the midst of the enemy's camp. The remains of 
the gallant little navy, a single schooner, under the hmre 
Patterson, who himself took commiind of this small force, 
poured destruction into the ranks of the enemy. This 
was the signal of attack for the army on land. 

The following is a description of the battle, as detailed 
to James Monroe by General Jackson : 

The loss of our gun-boats near the pass of the Rigolets, 
having given the enemy command of Lake Borgne, he 
was enabled to chose his point of attaok. It became there- 
fore an object of importance, to obstruct the numerous 
bayous and canals, leading from that lake to the highlands 
on the Mississippi. This important "service was commit- 
ted, in the first instance, to a detachment of the seventh 
regiment, afterwards to Col. De Laronde, of the Louisi- 

ana militia, and lastly, to make all sure, to Mai. Gen. Vil- 

12 
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lere, eonunanding the disftict betweoi the riytt and the 
lakes, and who being a native of the country, was pre- 
sumed to be best acquainted with all those passes. Un- 
fortunately, however, a picquet which the general had es- 
tablished at the mouth of the Bayou Bienvenue, and which, 
notwithstanding qiijr orders, had been left unobstructed, 
was completely surprised, and the enemy penetrated 
through a canal leading to his ferm,. about two leagues 
below the city, and stisceeded in cutting off a company of 
militia stationed there. This intelligence was communi- 
cated to me about twelve o'clock of the twenty -third. My 
force» at this time, consisted of parte of the seventh and 
forty*fourth regiments, not exceeding .six hundred together, 
the city militia, a part of General Coffee's brigade of 
mounted gunmen^ .and the detached militia from the west-^ 
em division of Tennessee, under the command of Mij* 
G0a> Carroll. These two last corps were stationed four 
miles above the city. Apprehending a double attack by 
the way of Chief-Menteur, I left GeneraJ Carroll's force 
and the militia* of the city posted on the Gentilly road.; 
and at B^ve o'clock P. M. marched to meet the enemy, 
whom I was resolved to attack in his first position, with 
Major Hinds' dragoons, General Coffee's brigade, parts 
of the seventh .and forty-fourth regiments, the uniformed 
companies of militia, under the command, of i|iftajor Planche, 
two hundred men of color, chiejQiy from St. Domingo, 
raised by Colonel Savery, and acting under the command 
of Major Dagwin,. and a detachment of artillery tinder 
the direction of Colgnel M'Rhea, with two six poisQbders, 
under the command of Lieutenant Spotts ; not exceeding* 
in all, fifteen hundred. I arrived near the enemy's ea^ 
campment about seven, and immediately made my dispo- 
sitions for the attack. His forces, amounting at that time 
on land to about three thousand,, extended half a mile on 
that riv«r, and in the rear nearly tt) the wood. General 
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Cofiee was ordereet to turn their right, while with the re* 
sidue of the force, I attacked his strongest position on th« 
leit, near the river. Commodore Patterson, having dropped 
down the river in the schooner Caroline, was directed 
to open fire a upon their camp, which he executed at 
about half past seven. This being k signal of attack^ 
General Coffee'? men, with their usual impetuosity, rush- 
ed on the ^lemy's right, and entered- their camp, whib 
our right advanced with equal ardor. There can be but 
little doubt, that we shoi^ have succeeded on that occa- 
8ion,»with our inferior force, in destroying «or cagturing 
the enemy, had not li thick fog, which atose about eight 
o*e}ock« occasioned some confusion among- the different 
corps. Fearing the consequence, under this circum- 
stance, of the further prosecution of a- night attack, with 
troops then acting together for the first time, I contented 
mys^ with lying on the field that night; atid at Ibnrin 
the morning ^sumed a stronger position, about two milea 
nearer the city* At this posUion I remained encamped, 
waiting the arrival of the Kentucky miliiia and other re* 
infoTcements. As the aaSity of A^e city will depend on 
the &te of this ariny, it must not be incautiously e3^>osed. 
In this afi!air the Hfeole corps under my command de* 
serve the greatest* credit. The best compliment I can pay 
to Genefftl Coffee «iid his brigade, is to sayf they haVa 
behaved as they have always done, while under my com* 
mand. The seventh, led by Major Pierre, and forty- 
fourth, commanded by Colonel Ross, distinguished them* 
8el«6ik Thel)attaliott' of city militia, commanded by Major 
Planche^ realized my anticipations, and behaved like ve* 
terans. Savary^s Toiunteers. manifested' great bravery ; 
and the company <^ city riflemen^ having penetrated into 
the midst of the.encmy*^ camp, were surrounded, and 
fought their way out with the greatest heroism, bring^' 
ing with them a vtumber of prisoners* The two $eld* 
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pieees were well served by the officers conunandrng 
them. 

All my officers in the line did their duty, and I have 
every reason to be satisfied with the whole of my field 
and stafiT. Colonels Butler and Piatt, and Major Chotard^ 
by their intrepidity^ saved the artillery. Colonel Haynes 
was every where that duty or danger called. I was de* 
prived of the services of one of my aids, Captain Butler^ 
whom I was obliged to station, to his great regret, in town# 
detain Raid, my other aid, and Messrs. Livingston, Du« 
plissis, and Davizac, who had volunteered, their services, 
fibced danger wherever it was to be met, and carried my 
orders with the utmost promptitude* 

We made one major, two subalterns, and sixty-three 
privates, prisoners ; and the enemy^s loss, in killed and 
wounded, must have been at least ■ My own loss I. 

have not as yet been able to ascertain with exactness, but 
suppose it to amount to one hundred in killed, wounded, and 
missing. Among the former, I have to lament the loss of 
Colonel Lauderdale, of General Coffee's brigade, who 
fell while bravely fighting. Cols. Dyer and Gibson, of 
the same coi^ims, were wounded, and Major Kavenaugh 
taken prisoner. 

Col. I>e Laronde, Major Yillere, of the Louisiana mi«' 
litia, Msgor Latour, of engineers, living no commandr 
volunteered their services, as did Drs. Kerr and Hood* 
an4 were of great assistance to me. 

This master-stroke of energy, and decision, in its con«* 
sequences, saved the country, and led to the Inof e i^ipor^ 
tant re«ilt which dosed this-glorious campaign. Ncme 
but jnich a leader would have planned such an attack; 
none but stt<^ troops would have enabled him to execute 
it with success* This Jiught the enemy to respect the 
OQuzage of our troops ;.^ led him to overrate our num*^ 
het9 i and made him wait fbr his decisive atock* until 
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the poaitioii bo judiciously ehoseu for the action^ was placed 

in a sufficient state of defence, to become the theatre of a 

future and signal victory. It was a most encouraging 

example for thosie who love the institutions of our coun* 

try. If three thousand three hundred men» with no 

other discipline than a few weeks could produce, in the 

simplest line of defence that the art of fortification knows, 

could prove themselves an over match for four times their 

number of the best troops in the world, used to conquest, 

well i^pointed, and led by experienced officers : to what 

can we attribute it, but to' that moral force which is in* 

spired by love of country, and by that alone ? And it will 

be found that from Thermopyls to Morad, those asto* 

nishing efforts in which troops without discipline have 

successfully contended against superior numbers, have 

been made in defence of liberty.* 

• 
* LiTingston's Addieas. 

12» 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Effects q/" tht badtle of the twenty^thir^-^Ladies oj 
New Orleans-^^Hieir patriotic exertions — American 
lines of defence — General Jackson* s exertions-^Loss 
of the schooner Caroline — Battle of the 28f A Decern" 
her — Battle of the 1st January — Repulsion of the 
enemy on that occasion — Sir Edward Packenham — 
Discoveries made by time*^ 

Tke result of the battle of the twenty-third Decem- 
ber, though not decisive, produced the happiei^ effects. 
It animated the mhabkiants, and encouraged them to pro- 
secute with still greater vigor the measures of defence. 
Nothing could exceed the ardor with which it inspired 
theiarmy of General Jackson. His soldiers obeyed his 
orders with the utmost alacrity and promptitude, and h^d 
themselves in readiness, at a moment's warning, to &Ge 
again their invaders, and add fresh laurels to those they 
had already won.. 

The pcfctriotiic exertions of the ladies of New Orleans 
lo render every assistance in their power to the besieged, 
do honor to their sex. The modest, unobtruding, virtues 
and excellencies of woman, are too often forgotten, in 
times of peril and danger^ Ijlan's aims are ambitioua 
aad asf^ring ; he seeks hia enemy in the battle-field, and 
%j dee^ of desperate daring, in many a fierce encounter, 
acquires a name that will live till the end of time. But 
woman' acta in a different sphere; hers is the task of 
#oothing the woimded spirit ; of binding up the broken 
Aeart. There is a point of time in the lUe <rf every mant 



howerex lofty may have been hie aspirations, or towering 
his hopesy when the world and all its sednctive pageantry 
pall upon his spirit — ^when the plaudits of the multitu^ 
fiiU tuneless upoii his ear ; it is in the hour of nature's 
agonizing conAict.with dissolution; then«it is that wo« 
man's exceUenees are called into exercise; then her 
enduring virtues — ^her watchful yigils — ^her ceasele9 
solicitudes — ^her untiring patience, and ever watchful sym- 
pathies, are felt and acknowledged ; and although her 
name may not be trumpeted by. the clarion of fame 
throughout the universe,, or encircled in the halo of glory 
&at illumines the pathway of the conqueror, yet she 
reaps a rich reward from the gratitude, the blessings, and 
b^edictione of thousands of the children of misery and 
misfortune, who have been made the recipients of her 
soothing kindnesses, and bountiful bene&ctions. The 
ladies of New Orleans admirably sustained those virtues 
which do hcmor to their sex. With their own hands they 
manufactured clothing for distribution among their brave 
defenders^ and the sick and wounded received from them 
those soothing attentions and kindnesses which are so 
peculiarly acceptable to the debilitated and war-worn 
Boldier. The hospitals were abundantly supplied with all 
attainable comforts-; the nunnery was converted into an 
extra hospital for the wounded, cmd the surgeons and phy- 
sicians exerted themselves without fee or reward. 

Afier the battle of the 23d^ General Jackson encamped 
his array near the field of battle,, int^ding in the morning 
to^renew the engagement^. But the disadvantages of his 
situation, and the numerical superiority of the enemy, 
induced hiaax to change his plai:i. 

It has already been mentioned, that the. gun-boatSi 
commanded by lieutenant Jones, were captured upon the 
14^» and the coiaunander severely wounded. His foK!» 
cpnaisted of a fetw gun-b^ts, the whole mounting t^renty-^ 
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three gmis, and liamg one hundred and eighty-4hree msA 
on board. The British force that atti^ked this little gsl* 
lluit flotilla, considted of forty-five boats, Iforty^wo gxins^ 
and twelve hundred men, command^ by Captain Lock- 
yer, whose lo^ in killed and wonnded exceeded three 
hundred men ; and he received three severe wounds him^ 
self. Upon Lieutenant Jones, Captain Patterson bestows 
the highest applause, and most deservedly too; for con<> 
sidering the species of force he Imd under his command, 
and the great superiority of the enemy, his gallantry is 
scarcely exceeded by any officer in -our navy; 

The various passes at the mouth oi the Mississippi 
vmre guarded in the best possible manner, by different 
forts ; and considering the short iime -allowed to constmet 
them, and the few men only who could be spared to gar- 
rison them, their defences entitk the garrisons to the 
highest applause* Major Overton, at Fort St^ Philips, 
determining never to surrender, nailed the American flag- 
to his standard, and resolved that it should triumphaiktly 
wave over that of Britain, as long as & living man. re- 
mained in the fort to defend it. The troops at the months 
of the river, were as much inspired with fortitude by die 
addresses and examples of G^eral Jaekaon, as those 
under his immediate commasd. Having these forts, as 
well as the current of the Mississippi to oppose, the British 
admiral was prevented from bringiag any of his laj^gvr 
vessels^ to co-operate with the land forces, in their various 
attacks upon the American lines« Had he beezr enaUed 
to effect this, it is difBcnlt to cojofceive b&w the> city could 
have been saved,. 

On the 24th, General Jackson took his final- positfea* 
It extended in a direct line fn»n the east bank, of the MIt- 
sissippi, into the edge of the Cjrpress ftwampy it dialBBO^ 
•occeeding a mQe. For the whole distance, - the troc^ 
^»o«t incessantly khored, and with a vigsor werthy of the 
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eftiiae that eallod foitihi their labojrioua exertions, in throw* 
kkg up a;Stroti§ breastwork, under the. protection (^ 
which they were to be intrenched. From the bank of 
the river to the pdge of the Cypress Swamp, a distance of 
^sery near a mile, the country was a peiftict plain. The 
small force under Q^ieml Jackson were in full view of 
the greatly superior force in the British camp. Although 
they had received a check in the brilliant affair of the 23d, 
it would seem to be the result of in^ttuation itself, that they 
xeQiained unmoved spectators of the- measures of defence 
the American commiu:ider was taking, which, if prosecuted 
to completion, vrauld raider them hopeless of success. 

Adjoining the river, and in advance of the main work, 
a redoubt was formed to protect the right wing of the 
army, upon which were mounted a number of pieces of 
heavy artillery. Through the whole line were mounted* 
al proper distances, .cannon 7 from six to thir^-two pound- 
ers. The breastwork was extended from four hundred 
and fifly to five hundred yards into the.swamp, to prevent 
the enemy from turning the lef^ wing of the army. This 
part of the intrenchment, was constructed with extreme 
difficulty, and with excessive faUgue ; being erected in a 
morass, almost impassable from the depth of the mud and 
water. It was wisely supposed that the British com- 
mander would conclude that the American intrenchm^t 
reaahed only to th^ edge of th^ swamp ; and that he would 
endeavor to force a passage through it, and gain the reaT 
of the American aiwy. At the immediate edge of the 
swamp, an ttigukr indent was made in the intrenchmentf 
upon which heavy pieces of artillery vrere placed so as to 
rake tha enemy in the swamp, firom one side of it, and in 
the open field, from the other. Every hour's labor in- 
ef eased the strength of the iirtrenchmeiit, and every event 
that transpired, ai]^;mented the confidence of the troapa* 
Notwithstanding, the rapidly increasing security of his 
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small, and to a very considerable amount unarmed troopSf 
General Jackson endearored to provide against every 
event that could endanger their safety, or that of the city. 
Admitting the possibility that the British urmy, from their 
great superiority in numbers, and from the numerous 
pieces of heavy ordnance they were constantly transport** 
ing in barges, from their shipping to their encampment, 
might force his lines, he dispatched the whole of his un- 
armed men two miles in his rear, to erect ainother breast* 
work, as a rallying point, at no great distance from the 
city. In this way, he furnished constant employ for all 
his men, prevented their despondency, and aroused their 
courage. v.*««vp; 

General Jackson wasr aware that the enemy's main 
army had not yet (December 24) landed, and wholly 
uncertain where they would make a descent, he took the 
same measures to fortify the country on the west, or right 
bank of the riv«r, as he had upon the east, or left bai^. 
An intrenchment Was there thrown up from the bcmk of 
the river, extending west to a swamp, which approaches 
nearer to the river than that upon the east side. Governor 
Claibome and the Liouisiana militia, being more perfectly 
acquainted with the country, were stationed on the right 
bank of the river. Captain Patterson and his crew had: 
erected a battery near the bank of the river, and to the 
main intrenchment. This intrenchment was about three 
quarters of a mile below that on the left bank ; and being 
supported' by Patterson's battery and his crew, whose 
skill in gunnery was evinced in the battle of the 93d, it 
was supposed as capable of sustaining and repelling an 
assault as that on the left. The command of the right 
bank of the river, was intrusted to G^ieral Morgan, and 
a force placed' uncbr hi& command suffl&iient=to> render it 
as secure as the left. 

Gwieral Jackson made the moftt unwearied exertions 
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JQ.strengtiiening this important, position ; and his industry* 
perseverance, and £)rtitude» set before his soldiers a noble 
ejcamplei which proved most huppy in its results. On 
^e 27th, his line of ddence was completed ; and from 
its commencement till that time, he allowed himself 
neither sleep nor relaxation *fi:om-toiL The activity, 
patience, and spirit, of his troops, who kept their wet, un- 
wholesome ground, at this inclement season, and labored 
with such incessant zeal till the completion of the fortifi- 
cations, ^ above all pjaise. The schooner Caroline, after 
the battle of the 23d, had kept her position opposite the 
British encampment. Her commander. Commodore Pat- 
terson, could have left his dangerous position, by dropping 
down below ; but he could not think of depriving the 
army of her assistance in case of an attack. He therefore 
waited for a wind to take her up to the American line of 
defence. On the morning of the 27th, the enemy, from 
a land battery which had been thrown up the previous 
night, opened a fire upon her with red-hot shot. They 
soon succeeded in firing her, which compelled the crew 
to abandon her ; and scarcely had they time to reach the 
shore, before she blew up. 

Emboldened by this event, the enemy put his forces in 
motion in order to storm the American works. With a 
vie^ of driving our troops from their position, the British 
forces, at the distance of half a mile, opened upon them a 
copious shower of shot, bombs, and rockets. While their 
artillery were thus employed, their columns moted in 
order of battle, till our batteries opened upon them a 
destructive cannonade, which compelled them to retreat 
with a loss of about one hundred and twenty killed ; while 
the loss sustained by the Americans did not exceed 
twenty-five in killed and wounded. 

Considerable skirmishing took place, afler this afiair, 
between the pickets, but no serious engagement was im- 
mediately commenced. 
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{t was a subject of regi^et to General Jackson, that 
he had not, at this time, the means of carrying on more 
offensive operations ; the troops from 'Kentucky had not 
arrived, and hi$ ^ective force at this point did not eicceed 
three thousand* The force of the enemy must at least 
have been twice the number of ours, as prisoners and de- 
serters agreed in the statement that seven thousand landed 
from their boats! 

These unsuccessful essays of the enemy, were fer froin 
affording him tbe satisfaction he had anticipated &om an 
easy victory. The British forces were not deterred, how* 
ever, from making every effort in their power to augment 
their force, and strengthen their position, by transporting 
their heavy artillery froui their shipping to their lines ; 
nor were the Americans less assiduously engaged in pre- 
paring themselves for a gallant reception of their foes, 
however imposing and formii^ble might be the method of 
their visit. 

On the first of January, the British forces placed them- 
selves in a hostile attitude, pushed forward their heavy 
artillery, commencing at the same time an 'attack with 
bombs, and rockets upon the whole American line, from 
the Cypress Swamp to the Mississippi. The charge 
was returned with much gallantry and spirit by the Ameri- 
can troops ; the musketeers and riflemen, together with 
the artillery planted upon the iutrenchments, opened upon 
them a flood of death, and the battle raged till the approach 
of darkness put an end to the conflict, and induced the 
British assailants to retire to their lines. 

Great loss was sustained by the enemy in this conflict, 
the number of which could not be ascertained, as their 
dead were carried from the field. The American loss 
was eleven killed and twenty-three wounded. 

Despairing of ultimate success in their attack upon the 
whole line, the enemy,. in the course of the night, erected 
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abatterjr on the nATgin of the monms,. for the purpose of 
tarmng* the left wing of our army. They had'moeh con- 
fidence in the snccesaftil resaltof tfaia pkn of opeceiion ; 
but the sttn^ which dissipated the fog the^ following morn- 
ing, discolored ta them, also, theihtility.of their hopes*. 
To their astoniriunent, they fonnd the Aneriem intrench* 
ment completed three hundred yards beyond their battery 
in the morass, and General Coffee, with his brave Ten- 
nesseans, ready to give them an unwelcome reception. 
They opened upon our troops with their eighteen pound* 
ers, but the return fire from our lines, poured upon them 
with a most destructive effect. The battle raged till the 
enemy, no longer able to sustain the fire of our batteries, 
discontinued the contest in much confusion. 

On the following morning. General Jackson ordered a 
sortie of four hundred men, two hundred of whom were 
mounted, to reconnoitre their camp ; and by them it was 
ascertained, that their artillery had been disntoimted by 
our gutis; that they had been carried off; that they had 
razed their redoubts, and had retreated on their first lines 
towards Lake Bienvenue. ^ 

These repeatedly unsuccessful attempts of Sir Edward 
Packenham, to storm the American lines, and reiSuce the 
city of New Orleans by a coup de maitif brought at 
length to his mind the unwelcome conviction, that to meet 
and vanquish our armies in the field ; to capture onr cities ; 
to plunder them of their " beauty and booty," for the 
gratification of the avarice and licentiousness of his sol- 
diers ; to plant there the standard of his nation, and 
extend over our countrymen the sceptre of its power, were 
matters that could not be performed as the pastime of an 
idle hour ; not things that could be done or lefl undone, 
as the good will and pleasure of him or his sovereign 
master should dictate. He was, however, a brave man, 

and resolved not to despair, but concentrate his forces, 

13 
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and by one powerful effort to acdompUsh the object of hi? 
expedition, by defeating the American army, and destroy^ 
ing New Orleans ; thus fiiifilling the expectations of his 
countrymen,^ and winning for himself another and a 
greener wreath .of laurel. Of the success of his opera- 
tions, we shall soon have occasion to lemaxk. 
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CHAPTEB IX. 

Belligerent preparations — Arrival of Kentuck^^ r^n^ 
forcements — Operations of ' General Pakenham-^ 
Advances upon the American works — BATTLE ' OF 
NEW ORLEANS— Result of the hattle-^Retreat . 
of the armf — Fort St. Philips — Major Overtones 
gallant defence of iP^^Consequences of .the victor^ of 
New Orleans — General Jackson addresses his sol' 
dierjs. , 

The notes of pieparation were iow every^wlufre hearJL 
along the lines of the belligerent armies, which indicated 
the approach of a blopdy encouQier. Sir Edward. Paken- 
ham, the commander-in-chief of the British forces at New 
Orlieans, had many powerful motives that urged him to 
risk f decisive battle. It is true, he was .uo^upon his 
own* native soil, struggling for the preservation of his 
country's: liberty and honor ; for the safety of his &milyt 
his friends, his fireside, and home; his igrm was not 
raised to check high*handed oppression, or crush a tyrant 
who trampled with impunity upon the lives and privileges 
oi his subjects ; but he vras a veteran who Jiad acquired 
much reputation by his prowess on the bloody battle- 
fields of Europe ; he was a &vorites and distinguished 
officer under Wellington, and shared in the. honors which 
were lavished upon those who had been instrumental in 
completing the wreck of the fitllen fortunes of the most 
consummate general tKat the world ever saw : he knew 
that jbr these eonslderatjons his government had placed 
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an army of fifteen thoas^d of the best disciplined troops> 
most of whom had been his former companions in glory, 
under his command, and intrusted to him the care of this 
expedition against New Orleans, and that they were san- 
guine in their expectatioos of h^s sqccess. He therefore 
determined to strike a decisive blew, and meet the antici- 
palions of kA9 cfHiat^yinen. General Jackaon, tm the 
other hand, thou^ impelled by widely different motives 
from those of his distinguished rival, was nevertheless 
determijied to repel with firmness every aggression of the 
enemy. 

On the fourth of January, the Kentucky militia, to the 
amount of tiyo thousand five hundred, under the com- 
mand of General Adaii:, arrived at New Orleans, und 
joined the ^rmy of General Jackson. Their arms were 
in very bad order on their arrival, in consequence of 
which, Smd the scarcity of good muskets with bayonets, 
four eompanies of regulars gave up their arms to the 
newly lirrived troops, and armed themselves with fowling 
pieces and pikes in their stead. The American force con- 
sisted of dboat six thousand, chiefiy composed of inex- 
perienced militia, many of them unarmed, in consequence 
of the delay in forwarding munitions, which were ex- 
pected, as they were known to be in the Mississippi. 
The enemy's force consisted of more than fourteen 
thousand of the best ditoiplined troops, and commanded 
by officers of acknowledged skill ^and courage. 

General Pakenham was prepared for a serious attempt 
upon the American works. During the days of the sixth 
and seventh, he employed himself with miieh activity in 
making preparations for battle. With infinite labor he 
was enabled, on the night of the seventh, to complete a 
canal from the swamp- to the Mississippi, by means of 
whioh he succeeded in tralispbrtinghislKyats, in which his 
dwembarkation had been eff^ed, from the lake to the 
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river. His inteiftioiis were to make a simultatieous attack 
on the main force of General Jackson on the left bank, 
and crossing^the ri^er to attack the batteries on the right. 
The works of G^neralJaelcson were now epmpleted, his 
front was a straigl^ Ihie of one thousand yards, defended 
by upwards ef three thousand in^try and artillerists. 
The ditch contained five feet water ; and his front, from 
having^4>ee.n flooded by opening the levees, and frequent 
rains, was rendered slippery and muddy. Eight distinct 
batteries were judiciously disposed, amounting in all to 
twelve guns^ of difier^it calibers. 

On the opposite side -of the river, there was a strong 
battery of fifteen guns, erected and superintended by 
Commodore Patterson ; and the intrenchments were occu- 
pied by Qeneral Morgan, with the Louisiana militia, and 
a strong detachment of Kentucky troops. To guard 
' against m attack from any other source. Colonel Kemper, 
with a few men, encoimtering great difficulties, had ex- 
plored every pass and bayou, and on this subipet had 
placed at ease the mind of the American commander. 

It had not been-jn the power of Greneral Jackson to 
impede the operations of the enemy by a general attack, 
on account of the nature of his troops, they being com- 
posed mostly of militia, mere novices in the science of 
war, and wholly unused to military tactics. To have at- 
tempted extensive offensive movements, in an open coun- 
try, against an army of double his numbers, and superior 
in every respect in point of arms .and xiisoipline, would 
have been extremely hazardous and doubtful policy. 
His forces had been increased in number, it is true, by 
the arrival :^f the Kentucky division^ but his efifective 
strength had received no important addition; a small 
portion only of that detachment being provided with. arms 
ar munitions, that could render them of much service in 

the approaching contest. He was thus compelled to wait 
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the attack 6f the ^aemy, to take ever^c meamiTe to lepel 
it when it should be BMulet and d^eat the object they had 
in view. *• ' ^ ♦ . 

On the aeventh, a g-eneral moveiftent and boatie in the 
British camp* indicated that the. cc^t^jdated attack was 
ak»ut to be made. . iByexy thing in the Ameri^n encamp* 
ment was ready .for a(ftion« when at day-break, on the 
morning of the m«moni>le etg hth, a shower ;.of rockets 
from the enemy, gavte the signal of battle. A deta.chment 
of the enemy under Colonel Tliomtpn, fftooieeded to at* 
tack the works onthe right bank of the river, while Qe« 
neral Pakenham ^mth his whole force, exceeding twelve 
thousand men, moved m two divisions under Generals 
Gibbs and Kean, and a reserve under General Lambert. 
Both divisions were supplied with scaling-ladders wxi 
fascines, and General Gibbs had direcdons to make the 
principal attack. Nothing could exceed the imposing' 
grandeur of the scene; The whole British (brce advanced 
with much deliberation in solid eohimns, overthe even 
stnr&ce of- the plain in front of the Ai^erican intrench- 
ments, besuring with them, in acWtion to their arms, their 
fasoines and ladders, for storming the American works. 
All was hushed, in awftil stillness throughout 't%e Ame- 
ricaii lines ; eaeii soldier grasped his arms with a fixed- 
ness of purpose, which told his firm resolve to ** do, or 
die ;*' till the enemy approached within reach of the bat- 
teries, which opened upon them an incessant and destruc- 
tive tide of death. THey continued, however, to advimce 
with the greatest firmness, closing up their l^es as they 
were opened by the fire oi the Americans* till they ap- 
proached within reach «f the mui^c«try and rifies ; these, 
in ad4itiott to the artillery, produced the moist terriUe 
htevm in their ranks, and tikrew them into the greatest 
eon^iSion. Twice wete tl»y driven back with imm ettie 
^ughter, aikd twice they formed again and rwiewed die 



ftflsauk. Bftt the )6re of tlie Ainericans wfta fr«neiidott«» 
k was u^Miralleled in the.amials of deadly douig ; it wat 
one contimiiid blaze ^f deatrnctioAt before which men- 
could not stand and iive* Every discharge Q^^pt away 
the British coltuni^ liiec; an inundafionT'^ey could not 
mthst^oid itf^'bui fied in eonstema^on and diainay. Vigors- 
ons were the attempts of tH^r offices, to rally them ; 
Gen^i P|Jcenham in the attempt received a shot, and 
Ml n|>6it the, field.- G^erals Gibbs and Keait succeeded, 
and attempfed ^gain to push on th^r columns to the at- 
tack, but a still more dreadful &tality.met them from the 
thunders, of the American batteries^ A third unavailing 
a^empt was made to rally their tro#ps by their officers, 
but the same destruction met- them. The gallantry of the 
British officers, on this desperate day, was deserving of a. 
worthier cause^ and better &t& Gm&eral Gibbs^l mor- 
tally«^and General K^n desperately wounded, and were 
borne from the field of action. The discomfiture of the 
enemy was now complete ; a few only* of the platoons, 
reached the ditch,^there to meet more certain death. The 
remainder fled from the field with the greatest precijAfcau- 
cy, and no lafther efforts were made to rally them* The 
inlerven^g plain between the American and British for- 
tifications, was covered with the dead; taking into view 
the length of time and the numbers engaged, the annals 
of bloody strife, it is believed, furnish no parallel to the 
dreadful carnage of this battle* Two thousand, at the 
lowest estimate, fell^ besides, a considerable number 
woanded. The loss of the Americans did not exceed 
aev^en killed and six wounded. General Lambert was 
the only superior officer left on the field ; being unable to 
check the flight of the British columns, he retreated to 
his^encamii^e^t. . ; 

TM enthe destmelion of ihe en«aiqr*s army, would 
have been now inevitable, had It not been fi>r,an unfer- 
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tunate oeeurrence, which, at thk moBient 4ook plaee^ on 
the other side of the river. General Pakenham had 

m 

thrown over in his boats^ upon that side of the stream, a 
considerably Ibrce, under the command of Colonel Thorn- 
ton, simultaneously with his advance u|xm*^the main body 
of the American works. They succeeded- in landing, at 
the point of their destination, .iH&d advanced to assault the 
intrenchment, defended by General Morgan. . Their re- 
ception was not such as might have. been expected, from 
the knovm courage and firmness of t^e tfoop's under his 
command; at a moment, when the same &te that met 
their fellows on the opposite side of the river was looked 
for, with a confidence approaching to a certainty, the 
American right,. believing itself to be outflanked, or some 
other reason never satis&u^tQrily explained, relinquished 
its position, while the left, with the batteries of Ck>mmo- 
dore Patterson^ maintained their ground for some time 
with much gallantry and spirit, till at length finding 
themselves deserted by tfaeir friends on the right, and 
greatly outnumbered by 4he enemy, they were compelled 
to spike their guns and retreat. 

This unfortunate result, totally changed* the aspect oi 
affairs. The enemy were now in occupation of a position 
from which they might annoy the Americans with little 
hazard to themselves, and by means of vi^hich, they might 
have been enabled to defeat, in a very considerable degree, 
the effects of the success of our arms on the other side of 
the river. It therefore became an object of the first con- 
49equence with General Jackson, to dislodge him as soon 
as posnUe. For this object, all the means in his power, 
which he could use with any safety, were put into imm^ 
diate requisition. 

A negotiation, however, for a temporary suspension of 
hostilities,, took plac^ to ^aable the enemy to bury their 
dead, and profide for their wounded. Dtoing this inter- 
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jRaJUihe .Ajoaeetioin oooimaiKkr pre^red himself ta regain 
what had bemi «o ioiprervideiitly lost. To those who had 
abandaoeda station of such importancev he addressed the 
ibUowtng lai^fimge-: 

" While, hy the blesalBg of Heaten, one of the most 
brilliant victories was obtained by the trOops under my 
ixz^nediate comnumd, no wnrds can express the mortifica- 
tion I felt, at witnesfidng the scene exhibited on the bppo- 
^site bank. I will «pare your feelings and my own, nor 
enier into, a detaU on the suliject. To ail who reflect, it 
must b^ a source of eternal regret, that a few moments 
exertion of that couraffe you certainly possess,' was alone 
wanting to ha.i^ render^ your success more complete, 
than that of your fellow-citizens in this camp. To what 
cause was the abandonments of your lines owing t To 
fear ? no ! You are the^^o^tiymen, the friends, the bro- 
thers of those who have secured to themselves, by their 
courage, the gratit<tide (^||!^eir counti^y.; who have been 
pfodigal of Uood in itsldS^ifee,''and who ore strangers to 
any other fear ^dum- dis^lfvaf e — to-disafi^tion to our glo- 
rious cause- No, my coiiiitr3rn^n, yoor generdl does 
justice to the pure sentiments by which you are inspired. 
How then could brave mien, firm in the cause in which 
they were enrolled, neglect their first duty, and abandon 
the post committed to their care t The want of discipline, 
the want of order, the total disregard to obediente, and d 
spirit of insubordination, not less destructive than coward- 
ice itself, are the causes which led to this disaster, and 
they must be eradicated, or I must cease to command. I 
desire to be distinctly understood; that every breach of 
orders, all want of discipline, every inattention of duty, 
will be seriously and promptly punished ; that the atten- 
tiTe officers, and good -solcBers, may tiot be involved' in, 
the disgrace and •^ger^ which the negligence of a few 
may produce. - Soldiers t jrou i;feiit only th^will^ in order 
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to emtdate the glory of your feUow-eittzens on this biink 
of the river'— you have the same motiYes for actiou-r-4he 
same interest — the samejcountrjKo protect : and you hare 
an additional interest, from past events, to wipe off re- 
proach, and sbow.that you will not be inferior^ in the day 
of trial, to any of your countrymen. - ^ 

** But remember, without obedience, without order, 
without discipline, all your efforts are vain. The brave 
man, iii^ttentive to his duty, is worth little more to his 
country, than the coward who deserts her in the hour of 
danger. 

'* Prjjmte opinions, as to the competency of officers, 
must not be indulged, and still less expressed. It is im- 
possible that the measures of those who command, should 
satisfy all who are bound to obey ; and one of the most 
dangerous faults in a soldier, i^a disposition to criticise aiid 
blame the orders and characters of his superiors. Sol- 
diers ! I know that many of you have done your duty ; 
and I truM in future, thi^I shall have n» reason to make 
any exception. Officers! I have the fullest confidence 
that you will, enforce obedisnee to your commands ; but 
above, all, that by subordination in your differmits grades^ 
you will set an example to your men ; and that hereafter, 
the army of the right will yield to, none, in the essential 
qualities which chara^erize good soldiers^— that they will 
earn their share ei those honors and rewards, which their 
country, will prepare for its -deliverers." 

All the^ circumstances considered, which elicited this 
addresa» no one, it is confidently believed, can be found 
who wcmildhi^sard a censure on it as an unnecessary ex- 
hibition of severity. Their only &ultia|, Jis their comman- 
der ingenuoualy told themi were their falbits of insubor- 
dination, and iintpatience under* the wjxolesome restraints 
of military discipline ; and yet it could.hardly.be other- 
wise-s4jie K^tucky troops, to whom was intrusted the 
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defence of this position, had only armed at New Orleans 
three days previous to the battle ; they were raw recruits, 
unversed in military tactics*; btit no one ever doubted their 
courage — their leader did not doubt it, nor can it ever be 
questioned with the least shadow of jdstice. The iron 
nerv^, and intrepid daring cd the Kentuekians, are pro* 
verbial throughout the world ; could they have seen a few 
weeks discipline, or had their insubordination been 
checked, and their discordant views concefttraiied upon 
the attainment of one object, the British legions could 
have sooner sent back the Mississippi to its Ibuntain-head, 
than have driven the Kentuekians from their -^trench- 
ments, while a soldier was living to defend them. 

The position which was so unadvisedly abandoned by 
the Americans, was soon vacated by the British. Dis- 
htortened by such a succeigion of disasters as had attend- 
ed their expedition against New Orleans, they retired, 
after a consultation of their officers, to their shipping. 
This they efiectell-with the utmost secrecy, leaving behind 
them, under medical attendance, eighty of their wounded; 
including t^o officers, foiuleen pieces of their heavy ar'^ 
tillery, and a quantity of shot, having destroyed much of 
their powder. Such was the- situation of the ground they 
abandoned, and of that through which they retired,'pro- 
tected by canals, redoubts, intrenchmenls, and morasses 
Oh his right, and the river on his left, ikat General Jack- 
son could not, without ^icountering gresft risk^ which true 
policy did not seem to dictate or authorize, attefupt to an- 
noy hini'mueh on his retreat. . 

Whether it was the intention of the Britii^^ c<munander 
to renew his effi>rt»at some other point, or abandon the 
expedition altog Aer, could n#t at this geriod be ascer- 
tained with positiiG^MSS i>y Qenaral. Jackson ; his con- 
victions were, however, pretty strongs that his last ex- 
ertions had been made in this quarter. This betttf was 
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strengUieaed not only by the severe loss, he had sustained 
at the position he baid just abandoned^ but also by the 
ftfcilure of his fleet to pass Foit St. Philips. 

This pass was defended by the gallant Major Overton. 
It was on the first of January that this* officer received ia- 
formation that the .enemy intended pas»iig this fort, to 
co-operate with their land forcea» in the subjugatioti of 
Louisiana and the destruction of New Orleans* To ef- 
fect this^th more &cility, they intended, in the first ia* 
stance, with their heavy bomb-vessels to bombard ^ . 
into subjection. ^^ 

On receipt of this information^ Major Overton turned 
his attention to the security of the position under his com^ 
mand. He erected sQiall magazines in different parts of 
the garrison, that if one. blew up» he could resort to an- 
other ; built cov^em fer his vt^pa^ to secure them from the 
explosion of the shells, and removedLll^te combustible mat- 
ter without the work. Early on the morning of the 8th, 
he wal advised of the approach of the enemy^ and on the 
ninth at a quarter past ten in the forenoon, Jtwo bomb- 
Vessels, one sloop, <me br%y-'and one schooner, hove in 
sight ; they anchored two miles behyw, and At half past 
eleven, they advaiicei two barges, apparently for the pur- 
pose of sounding, within one and a half miles of the hiL 
Major Overton ordered his water httttery* under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Cunningham df thejoAvy, at this mo- 
ment to open ujton. them : the command was ptomptly 
obeyed^ and with an eSecX that produced a precipitate re* 
treat. At half past thr6e o'ckick in the aikemeoni the 
enemy's bonlli- vessels opened their fise firom four sea-mor- 
tars, two of thirteen inches, and two of4en^ andmu^to the 
chagrin of the American commander, he found they were 
withont^ the elective range of*his shot^ as many subse- 
quent ^scperiments proved. -They coiitinaed their fise with 
little i«Brmi«Bion till the seventeenth. 



On tbe eyening of that day a heavy mortar prepared 
by the Americans was in readiness. Major Oreiton or* 
iexed Captain Wolstoncroft of the artillerists, who pre* 
Tionsly had charge of it, to open a fire, which was done 
with great effect ; it produced much disorder amongst the 
enemy, and at daybreak on the morning of the 18th, they 
commenced their retreat, after having throwu upwards of 
a thousand heavy shells, besides shells from howitaer«» 
round shot, and grape, which they discharged from boats 
under the cover of the night. 

The loss of the Americans in this encounter was un* 
commonly small^ in consequence of the great care taken 
by the officers to keep tiieir men under cover; as th# 
enemy left scarcely ten feet of the garrison untouched by 
their artillery. 

The officers and soldi^s through this whole affiur« 
although nine days and nights under arms in the different 
batteries, the consequmt &tigue and loss of sleep» mani* 
fested the greatest firmness, and the most zealous ardor to 
defeat the en^siy. 

The evacuation of Louisiana by the enemy was now 
complete, without having accomplished a single olject of 
their expedition, with a. loss of five thtfusand of their offi- 
cers and m^Q, and the production of extreme mortification 
to the British government. 

Thus ended ^-campaign, by the achie^^ement of a victory 

of the most unparalleled brilliancy and importance. On 

itB consequences it would be unnecessary tg enlarge ; ,^ey 

have been known and felt by thousandd'of our grateful 

countr3rmen, and will ever be acknowledged with pride 

and gratitude by every patriotic American heart* A l|trge 

and flourishing city saved from pillage ; its inhabitants 

from the horrors incident to a capture by storm, and the 

exeesses of a licentious soldiery stimulated to deeds, of 

daring, by the watch-word of " beauty and booty ;** a 
14 
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most important commercial portal of our country pre* 
■erred from the rude grasp and occupation of a foreign 
power« and the fruits of the honest industry of our south* 
em and westerii brethren, preserved to the owners of the 
soil ; and more than all this, the production of that gk>ri* 
ous excitement, which, to the latest posterity, will animate 
imr countrymen to the defence of their rights, are indeed 
eircumstances of rare occurr^ice ; and when we add to 
the reflection, that these things were achieved by a mere 
handful of brave men, hastily brought together, composed 
of discordant materials, ill supplied with the munitions of 
war, yet led by the energy and talent of a single indi- 
vidual, to a triumph * over double their numbers of the 
best disciplined and best appointed troops in the world, 
we cannot but consider it one of the greatest deliverances 
ever achieved by*the prowess and courage of man. 

At the close these brilliant events, General Jackson ad- 
dressed his companions in glory, in the following happy 
and appropriate manner : 

** Citizens, and fellow-soldiers V The enemy has re- 
treat^, and your general has now leisure to proclaim to 
the world what he has noticed with admiration and pride 
-^your undaunted courage, your patriotism, and patience, 
under hardships and &tigues. Natives of different states, 
acting together for the first time in this camp ; differing 
in habits and in language, instead of viewing in these cir- 
cumstances the germ of distrust and division, you have 
made them the source of honorable emulation, and frdm 
the seeds of discord itself have reaped the fruits' of an 
honorable union. This day completes the fourth week, 
since fifteen hundre^ of you attacked treble your number 
of men, who had boasted of their discipline and their ser- 
vices under a celebrated leader, in a long and eventful war 
— attacked them in their camp, the moment they had pro- 
fened the soil of freedom with their hostile tread, and in- 
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flkted a Upw which was a prekide to the final rarelt of 
tkoir attempt to conquer, ot their poor contriTancee to di» 
nde ns. A few hours was suffici^it to unite the gaUaxft 
bandy though at the moment they recdred the w^ome 
ot^ to march, thej were separated many leagues, in 
different directions from the city. The gay rapidity of 
the march, and the cheerful countenances of the officers 
and men, would have induced a belief that some festi^ 
ei^rtainment, not the strife of battle, was die scene (o 
which th^ hastened with so much eagerness and hilamy. 
In the conflict that ensued, the same spirit was supported^ 
and my conmmnications to the executive of the United 
States, have testified the sense I entertained of the merits 
«if the corps and officers that were engaged. Resting on 
the field of battle, they retired in perfect order on the next 
morning to these lines, destined to become the scene of 
future victories, which they were to share wit^ the rest of 
you, my brave companions in arms. Scarcely were your 
Hues a protection againsli^ciusket-shot, when, on the 5S6th« 
a disposition was made to attack them with all the pomp 
and parade of military tactics, as improved by thos^ vete- 
rans of the Spanish war. 

^* Their batteries of heavy cannon kept up> an ineeesaai 
fire ; their rockets illuminated the air ; and under theiv 
cover, two strong columns threatened our flanks. The 
foe insolently thought that this spectacle was too imnpsing 
to be resisted, and in the intoxication of this pride, he A' 
ready saw our lines aMndcmed without a contest. How* 
were^these menacing appearances met! By shouts of 
^efiance, by a manly countenance, not to be shaken by the 
roar of his cannon, or by the glare of his firework rock* 
ets ; by an artillery served with superior skill, and wiA 
deadly efi^jt. Never, my brave friends, can your general 
forget the testimoiiiaki of attachment to our glorious cause^ 
of indignaot^hatjced to. our foot of affectionate confidence 
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in your chie^that resounded from every rank, as he pass^ 
ed along your line. This animating scene damped the 
courage of the enemy ; he dropped his scaling ladders 
and fiiscines, and the threatened attack dwindled into a 
demonatratiofh which served only to show the emptiness 
of his parade, and to inspire yon with a just confidence in 
yourselves. 

** The new year was ushered in with the nost tremen- 
dous fire his whole artillery could produce : a few hours 
only, however, were necessary, for the brave and skillful 
men, who directed our own, to dismount his cannon, de- 
stroy his batteries, and efilectually silence his £re» Hi- 
Uierto, my brave friends, in the contest on our lines, your 
courage had been passive only ; you stood with calmness 
a fire that would have tried the firmness of a veteran^ and 
you anticipated a nearer contest with an eagerness which 
was soon to be gratified. 

** On the 8th of January, the final efibrt was^ made^ At 
the dawn of day the batteries opened, and the^ columns 
advanced. Knowing that the volimte.eT& from Tennessee 
and the militia from Kentucky were stationed on your 
left, A was there they directed theif chief attack. 

** Reasoning always from false principles, they expected 
little opposition from men whose ofiicers £ven were not, 
in uniform^ who were ignorant of the rules of dress, and 
who had never been ctmed into discipline. Fatal. mis- 
take ! a fixe incessantly kept up^ directed with a calmness 
and unerring aim, strewed the field with the bravest o^ 
eers and men of the column which slowly advanced, ac- 
cording to the most approved rules of European tactics^ 
and was cut down by the untutored courage of Am^ican 
militia. Unable to sustain this galling and unceasing fire, 
some hundreds nearest the intrenchment called for quar- 
ter, which was granted : the rest retreating, were rallied 
at some distance^ but only to make them a surer mark fov 
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dke grape and camster shot of oar artiUery, wliich, mkk* 
oat ^oLggeration, mowed down whole ranks at every dui* 
charge : and at length thej precipitately retired from the 
field. 

Oar right had only a short c<»test to sustain with a £nv 
rash men, who &tally for themselYes^ forced their entrance 
into the unfinished .redoubt on the river* They werv 
quickly dispossessed, and this glorious day terminated 
with the loss to the enemy, of their conmiander«in-chief 
and one major-general killed, another major-^genexal 
wounded, the most experienced and bravest of their offi« 
cers, and more than three thousand men killed, woimded 
and missing, while our ranks, my firiends, were thinned 
only by the loss of seven of our brave companions killed, 
and six disabled by wounds-^wonderful interposition of 
heaven ! unexampled event in the history oi war ! 

Let us be grateful to the God of battles, who has directed 
the arrows of indignation against our invaders, while he 
covered with his protecting shield the brave defenders of 
their^untry . 

After this unsuccessful and disastrous attempt^ their 
^irits were broken, their force was destroyed, and their 
whole attention was employed in providing the means of 
escape. This they have efiected; leaving their heavy 
artillery in our power, and many of their wounded to our 
clemency. The consequences of this short but decisive 
campaign, are incalculably important. The pride of our 
adrogant enemy humbled, his forces broken, his leaders 
killed, his insolent hopes of our disunion frustrated — ^his* 
expectation of rioting in our spoils and wasting our cocm^ 
try, changed into ignominious defeat, shameful flight,, and 
a reluctant acknowledgment of the humanity and kindness 
^of .those, whom he had doomed to all the horrors and hu- 
miliation of a conquered state. 

On the other side, unanimity es^lished, disafi^otiocr 
14* 
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eroAiied, confide&ce restored, your country MiTed from 
conquest, your property from pillage, your wives and 
daughters from insult and violation — the union preserved 
from dismemberment, and perhaps, a period put by this de^ 
eisive stroke, to a bloody and savage war. These, my brave 
friends, arelthe consequences of the efibrts you have made^ 
and the success with which they have been crowned by 
heaven. 

These important results have been effected by the uni- 
ted courage and perseverance of the army ; bat which the 
different corps, as well as the individuals that compose it, 
have vied with each other in their exertions to produce. 
The gratitude, the admiration of their country, offers a 
&irer reward, than that which any praises of the general 
can bestow, and the best is that of which they can never 
be deprived, the consciousness of having done their duty, 
and of meriting the applause they will receive.'* 

We regret that our limits will not iidmit of a detail of 
the correspondence between General Jackson and the offi- 
cers of the British ^rmy, which exhibits in so &vorable 
a light, th^ courtesy and dignity of his intercourse with 
them on matters of negotiation ; we cannot forbear, how- 
ever, transocibing an anecdote illustrative of it. It ex- 
hibits nofHonly his courtesy and dignity in relation to the 
enemy, but a. humane disposition, attentive to the danger 
of the humblest individuals. 

Among other volunteers who served under him» was a 
brav^man, one distinguished as a general in the armies 
t)f At^ Republican France, — Humbert, — ^who, with a hand- 
ftd of men, had invaded Ireland, and had nearly penetrated 
to its capitaL This gentleman had obtained permission 
to raise ab independent corps, and in order to fill it, had, 
by some incorrect representations, iaduced some of the 
English prisoners to enlist.*' Wti^ifi i^ was known to Ge- 
'^ral Jackson, he (Lu^pproved of the proceeding. A car- 
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lei had been signed for the ezGhange of prisoners, and each 
one who should be kept under pretence of such enlist* 
ment^ wQuld prolong, the ci^ptiyity of one of our Ameri- 
can ciitgiehs* Moceover, the English prisoners who had 
signed their names for enlistment, complained of some 
deception ; and their act was known to their fellow-sol- 
diersy and they flsared punishment if they were exch^ged. 

. Under these circumstances^ General Jackson, confiding 
in the magnanimity and generosity of the British com* 
mander, and judging of his character and feelings from 
his own, acquainted him with the circumstance, and said 
that it would afford him the highest satisfaction to learn 
that no inquiry should be made to the prejudice of the 
men, on their return. His confidence was not misplaced* 
There is an instinct by which brave and honorable men 
know each other. General Lambert answered him nearly 
in these words. ".On the subject of the prisoners, I have 
only to remark that feeling and honorable conduct which 
has characterized every transaction in which I have had 
the honor to be concerned with you. You may rely 
upon it, I shall take no retrospective view of the conduct 
of any of the men returned, and shall find reasons for dis- 
continuing an inquiry, should it be brought keSoxe me in 
any other manner," 

Who is there on reading this correspondence, that does 
not admire the humane feelings of the one, the courteous 
compliance and gentleman-like language of the other of 
these brave men, then at the head of hostile an&ies ! 
Who is there who can believe that he who was thus lender 
of the lives of his enemy's soldiers^ would unnecessarily 
and cruelly take those of his own,! — Who is there who 
loves his country, or» his country's honor, that jirould not 
dpum the foul cabimi^, which at once would tarnish 
both ! ., 1 ^ 
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We have not space here to relate minutely, all the eir^ 
eumstanees which show the humanity of Greneral Jackson 
to the wounded prisoners who were taken, to the numbear 
that were left to his care when the enemy retired, and his^ 
constant, unwearied attention to the men under his com- 
mand. He treated and spoke to them as his children ; 
and that they^ returned his confidence by good conduct, 
may be inferred from the &ct, that not a single punish- 
ment was inflicted for a military ofienCe during the cam* 
paign. 

Another incident^ which beautifully illustrates the de- 
voted and patriotic feelings of this females of Louisiana 
in that trying period, we cannot persuade ourselves to 
withhold. Many of the citizens of Louisiana profess the 
Catholic religion. It is well known that those of that 
faith dedicate almost every day in the year to the honor 
of some holy person, who has, by a life of piety and cha- 
rity, merited the reputation and title of a saint. This dis- 
tinction is not confined to sex ; and the names of women, 
as well as men, are placed in the calendar, and claim 
particular reverence on the day which is consecrated to 
them. In the city of New Orleans is a convent, in which 
a number of respectable ladies have dedicated their lives 
to the practices of piety, to the education of p^or children 
of their own sex, and to works of charity. This pious 
sisterhood were awakened from their rest, or disturbed in 
their holy vigils, before the dawn of the 8th of January, by 
the roar of cannon and volleys of musketry. The calen* 
dar, 'v^hich pointed out the prayers of the day, was hasti- 
ly opened, and indicated the aus^ncious name of ST. VIC- 
TORIA. Theyliailed the omen, and, prostrate on tl» 
pavement which " holy knees have worn" implored the 
God of battles to nerve tbe aryi of their protectors, and turn 
the tide of combat against the invaders o£ their country.*^ 

* Xtiih^gston's Addneas. 



AMBRtV JACK8<Hr. 146 



CHAPTER X. 

s 

Reirospecti&n^^GeTural Jackson appoints a dof of thiinks'^ 
giving — Dr. Dubourg^s address to General Jaeksot^^ 
His reply— 'Generals Coffee^ Carroll^ and Adair-^ 
Their merits-^General Jackson still continues to 
strengthen his measures of defence — Treaty of peace 

. between the United States and England — General 

. Jackson^ s farewell address to his army. 

We have traced General Jackson and his little band of 
soldiers through scenes, in which they coverec^lheitiselTes 
with immortal honors. We hare seen them arm with 
sdacrity, and stand forth under their intrepid leader, in 
de^ce of themselves, their wiv^s, their children, and their 
country, with the most unyielding firmness of purpose, to 
maintain the supremacy of their rights and privil^es, or 
perish in the laudable endeavor. We have seen their 
glorious success — ^history has recorded it — and it will be 
proudly remembered long after its brave achievers shall 
have mingled their dust with the soil they ddended. 

General Jackson and his little band, although every 
where received by the acclamations of the grateful and 
protected Louisianians, did not forget the homage and 
adoration due to the Ruler of the universe, for the protec- 
tion that had been extended over their country. He ap« 
pointed the twenty-third day of January, as a day of 
thanksgiving and praise. The rites were perfcurmed in 
the cathedral of New Orleans. The scene was solemn 
mid impressive. Th* commanding general — ^his com« 
panions in glory— -the aged, the imfoc^at, the defencelesa 
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ones they had-furotected, knelt togeth^ before the aitar.of 
their Qod. 

The Rev. Dr. Dubourg, of the diocese of Louieiana, 
addressed Q^ieral Jackson on thk occasion, in the follow* 
iiig appropriate manner : 

*^ General — While the state of Louisiana, in the joyful 
transports of her gratitude, hails you as her d^rerer, and 
the asserter of ^er menaced liberties — ^while grateful 
Ameoca, so lately wi^apped up in anxious suspense, on 
the &te of this important city, is re-echoing from shore to 
shore your splendid achievements, and preparing to in* 
scribe your name on her immortal rolls, among those of 
her Washingtons — while history, poetry, and the monu* 
mental arts^ will vie, in consigning to the admiration of 
the latest posterity, a tiMitnph, perhaps, unparalleled in 
their records — ^hile thus raised by universal acclamatioik 
to the very pinnacle of <&me, how eai^ had it been f<a yoa» 
General, to forget the Prime Mover of your wonderful 
successes, and to assume to yourseH a praise which must 
essentially return to that exalted source, whence every 
merit is derived. But, better acquainted with the natoare 
of true glory, and justly placing the summit ^f your am* 
bition, in approving yourself the worthy instrument of 
Heaven's merciful designs, the first impulsed your reli- 
gious heart was, to ackAOwledge the interposkion of Pro- 
vidence — ^your first step, a solemn display of your humUe 
sense of His favors. Still agitated at the remembrance of 
those dreadful agonies, from which we. have been so mi- 
raculously rescued, it is our pride to acknowledge, thai 
the Almighty has truly had the principal hand in our de« 
liverance, and to follow you, Oeneral, in attributing to 
His infinite goodness, the homage of our imfeigned grati- 
tude. Let the in&tuaMd votary of a biind chance; deiide^ 
Qur credulous simplicity ; let the cold-hei^rtfMi atheist look 
for the explanation of imj<tiptant events^ to 4he,'mere coa* 
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caleittiion of human causes : to us, the whale umveTse is 
loud in proclaiming a Supreme Ruler, i|bo, as he holds 
the hearts of men in his hand, holds also the thread of all 
contingent occurrences. 

** To Him, therefore, our most ferrent thanks are du«^ 
for our late unexpected rescue. It ia Him we intend to 
praise, wh^ considering you, Greneral, as the man of his 
right hand, whom he has taken pains (o fit out for the 
important commission of our defeijoe. We extol that le» 
cundity of genius, by which, under the most discoura- 
sins distress, you created unforeseen resources — ^raised, as 
k were, from the ground, hosts of intrepid warriors, and 
provided every vulnerable point with ample means of de- 
fence. To Him we trace that instinctive superiority of 
^ your mind, which at once ratlikd around you universal 
confidence ; impressed one . irresistible m^vemen^ to aU 
the jarring elements of which thifr political machine is 
composed ; aroused their slumbering spirits, and diffused 
through -every rank the noble ardor which glowed in 
your bosom. To Him, in fine, we address our acknow- 
ledgments for that consummate prudence, which defeated 
all the com]^nati6ns of a sagacious enemy, entangled him 
in the very snares which he had spread for us, and suc- 
ceeded in effecting his utter destruction, without exposing 
the lives of our citizens. Immortal thanks be to his Su- 
preme Majesty, for sending us such an instrument of His 
bountiful designs ! A gifl of that value, is the best token 
of the continuance of His protection — the most solid en- 
couragement, to sue for new favors. The first, which it 
emboldens us humbly to supplicate, as nearest our throb- 
bing hearts, is that you may long enjoy the honor of your 
grateful cdomtry ; of which you will permit us to present 
you a pledge, in thjs^ wreath of launftl, the prize of victory, 
the S3rmbol of, iyunortality. The next is a speedy and 
honorable tonmnatlon of the bloody contest, in which we 
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are engaged. No one has so efficacionsiy labored^ a* 
you, General, for the acceleration of that blissfal period : 
may we soon reap that sweetest £ruit of your splendid and 
uninterrupted victories." 

* Greneral Jackson rq)liedt "Reverend Sir — I rebeive, 
with gratitude and pleasure, the symbol crown, which 
piety has prepared. I receive it in the name of the bra^ 
men who so effectually seconded my exertions — they well 
deserve the laurels whfeh their country will bestow. 

** For myself, to have been instrumental in the deliver- 
ance of such a country, is the ^gKeatest blessing that Heaven 
could confer. That it has been effected with so little loss 
—that so few tears should cloud the smiles of our triumph, 
and not a cypress leaf be interwoven in the wreath which 
you present, is a source of the most exquisite pleasure. I 
thank you, reverend sir, most sincerely, for the prayers 
which you offer up for my happiness. May those your 
patriotism dictates for our beloved country, be first heard : 
and may mine, for your individual prosperity, ats well as 
that of the congregation committed to your care, be favor- 
ably received — the prosperity, wealth, and happiness of 
th& city, will then be commensurate with the courage 
and other qualities of its inhabitalits." 

If there is any occasion in which a man may be ex- 
cused, if he should forget the mcfderation and humility 
which only accompanies true merit, it is in the moment 
of trimnph, when a conqueror who has led his country- 
men to victory, and saved his country from subjugation, 
is received by the grateful acclamations of his ftlloW'^iti-' 
zens on his return. When his way. is strewed with 
flowers by the hands of those whom he 4ii9 protected fronn 
violation ; wheii the " pealing anthem swells the note of 
praise,*' and tht- incense of the altar perfumes the'air^ — at 
such a time as this, he ^ust have a larger ^har# of self- 
command «^o is not intoxicated wih |(opulai applalise. 
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elevated In his own opinion by the praises he receives, 
and incline to attribute to himself ail the merit of an 
iu:hieyement, in which he Jiad the principal, but not the 
only share. Yet^'on such an occasion, the man who has 
been tepresented as the proud ferocious warrior, arroga* 
ting all things to himself, regardless of the rights of others, 
ax^d. unmindful of hia duty to Grod or man, when met at the 
door of the temple by the venerable prelate, who bore 
witness, to the pety with which Jne had ascribed to the 
Divine Power the success with which he had been, 
blessed,, and presented him with the victor's crown of 
Jaurel ; when all things combined to raise his opinion of 
himself, and make him forgetful of what was due to 
.others \ he did not place on his own brows the crown that 
was offered, but modestly received it on behalf of the 
**bjave men," whom he honored with the endearing title 
of his «* brethren in arms," and expressed his chief satis- 
&ction to be that the victory was obtained with so little 
loss, and that not a cypress leaf was mingled with the 
ehaplet that was presented to him. Now as hypocrisy is 
not one of those vices with which he has been reproached, 
we must presume these expressions of piety and humi^ty 
to be sincere, and they Jo certainly give a new lustrd^ to 
his merit. 

While General Jackson was receiving the gxatulations 
of his countrymen, his companions xa glory were not 
overlooked. The services of the gallant volunteers of 
Tennessee, the brave troops from Kentucky and Missiiw 
sij^h who aided in those times that " tried men's souls," 
received their due meed of gratitude. Npver will their 
exploits be forgotten by the Lomsianians ; and the names 
of Coffee, and. Carroll, and Adair, will be ever associated 
with that of Jacekson in their memory.* ,^ 

General Jao|gson did not .yet deem it expedient to relax 
. ^ • - ♦ JJviiigBtoii*8 Addreee. 
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any of his exertions, to render the country safe. With 
the assistance of Generals Coffee, Carrol, and Adair, and 
the troops under their command, he continued to aug* 
ment the strength of his lines on each bank of the Missis- 
sippi. From his uniform language and conduct at this 
period, it would appear that he supposed the negotiations 
at Ghent would not terminate amicably. In one of his 
letters to Mr. Monroe, the secretary of war, he sajTS, ** Ih 
my own mind, there is but little doubt, that his (the Bri*- 
tish commander^s) last exertions have been made in this 
quarter, at any rate for the present season ; and by the 
next, I hope we shall be fully prepared for him." In 
another one he says — ** Whererer I command, such a 
belief (that the enemy would retire) shall never occasion 
any relaxation in the measures of resistance. I am but 
too sensible that the moment when the enemy is opposing 
us, is not the most proper to provide for him." 

By the 5Mth of January, every hostile foot was driven 
from the soil of Louisiana, and General Lambert and his 
army were compelled to seek, for safety in the fleet of 
Admiral Cochrane, and even that was compelled to keep 
at a respectful distance from the shores of the Republic. 

Before the 8th February, the British forces had posi- 
tive and certain intelligence^ that a treaty of peace be- 
tween America and Great Britain, had beei?k signed by 
the commissioners of the two governments at Ghent. 
They were aware, however, that it was not binding until 
ratifications were exchanged. 

General Jackson, on the 13th of February, was advised 
of the ratification of the treaty of peace, by an . express 
from the war department. The following is his £ireweil 
address to his troops, on their departure from New Or- 
leans to their respective homes : 

" The major general is at length enabled to perform 
the pleasing task, of restoring to Tennessee, Kentucky^ 
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Lonisianm and the territory of the MissiBsippi, the braTe 
troops who have acted such a distHiguished part, in the 
wai which has just tenninated. In restoring these brave 
men to their homes, much exertion is expected oU and 
great responsibility imposed on^ the commanding officers 
of the different corps. It is required of Maj. Gens. Car- 
roU and Thomas, and Brig. Gen. CofhOf to march their 
commands, without unnecessary delay, to their respective 
states. The troops from the Mississippi tejrritory and 
state of Louisiana, both militia and volunteers, will be 
immediately mustered out of service, paid, and discharged. 

" The major general has the satis&ction of announcing 
the approbation of the President of the United States, to 
the conduct of the troops under his command, expressed 
in flattering terms, through the honorable the secretary 
of war. In parting with these brave men, whose desti- 
nies have been so long united with his own, and in whose 
labors and glories it is his. happiness and his boast to have 
participated, the commanding general can neither sup- 
press his feelings, nor give utterance tathem as he ought. 
In what terms can he bestow suitable praise on merit so 
extraordinary, so unparalleled ? Let him, in one burst 
of joy, gratitude, and exultation, exclaim. These are the 
saviors of their coimtry — ^these the patriot soldiers who 
triumphed over the invincibles of Wellington, and con- 
quered the conquerors of Europe ! 

*' With what patience did you submit to privations-— 
with what fortitude did you endure &tigue— -what valor 
did you display in the day ofbattle ! yott have secured to 
America a proud name among the nations of the earthr— 
a glory which will never perish. Possessing those dis- 
positions, which equally adorn the citizen and the sol- 
dier, the expectations of your country will be met in 
peace, as her wishes have been gratified in war. Ge 
thenjt my brave companions,, to your homes i to thone ten^ 
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der conneidons, and blissful scenes, which render life so 
dear — ^fiiU of honor, and crowned with laurels which will 
never fade. When participating, in the bosoms of your 
femilies, the enjo3rment of peaceful life, with what happi- 
ness will you not look back to the toils you have borne — -- 
to the dangers you have encountered? How will all 
your past exposures be converted into sources of inexpres- 
sible delight ? Who, that never experienced your sujffer- 
ings, will be able to appreciate your joys ? The man 
who slumbered ingloriously at home, during your painftil 
marches, 3^ur nights of watchfulness, and your days of 
toil, win envy you the happiness which these recoUec- 
tionis will afford — still more will he envy the gratitude of 
that country, which you have so eminently contributed to 
save. Continue, fellow-soldiers, on your passage to your 
several destinations, to preserve that subordination, that 
dignified and manly deportment, which have so ennobled 
your character. 

" While the commanding general is thus giving indul- 
gence to his feelings, towards those brave companions 
who accompanied him through difficulties and danger, 
he cannot permit the names of Blount, and Shelby, and 
Holmes, to pass unnoticed. With what generous ardor 
and patriotism, have these distinguished governors^ con- 
tributed all their exertions ; and the success which has 
resulted, will be to them a reward more gratefiilr than any 
which the pomp of title, or the splendor of wealth, can 
bestow. 

" What happiness it is to tne commanding general, that 
wMle danger was before him, he was, on no occasion, 
•ompelled to use towards his companions in arms, either 
severity or rebuke. If after the enemy had retired, im- 
proper passions- began their empire in a few unworthy 
bosoms, and rendered a resort to energetic measures ne- 
tfssavy for their suppression, he has not confounded the> 
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nuiocenf with the guilty— 4he aeduced with the eedttcen. 
Towardflt j^ou, fellow-eoldien, the most cheering reeollec* 
tions exist, blended, alas ! with regret, that disease and 
war should haye rayished from xts so many worthy com« 
panions. But the mamory of the cause in 'vHiich they 
perished, and of the lirtaes which animated them, while 
living, must occupy the place where sorrow would claim 
to dweQ. 

" JFVurewell, fellowHwldiank The expression of your 
general's thanks is feeble, but the gratitude of a countiy 
of freem^ is yours — ^yours the applause of an admiring 
worli" 16» 
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CHAPTER XL 

Rec<ijritulation — Facts relative to the proeloMatian of 
martial law — Habeas Corpus — hotbdUier — Judge HaU 
— Defence of QeneraX Jacksop^'s suspension ofihe writ of 
• Koheas Corpu^-^He is arrested — His reasons showing 
cause why am, attachment for contempt should not de 
heard against him — Consequences that would result from 
a strict adherence to the civil code in seasons of periU 

We must now r^x our readers to the transactions 
previous to the period of those related in the preceding 
chapter. The declaration of martial law, of which we 
hare before remarked, was generally acquiesced in by 
most of the citizens of New Orleans,; while the danger 
lasted. When it ceased to press them, the darker pas- 
sions began to work; and those who had ever been un- 
friendly to the adoption of effective measufes for the pre- 
servation of the city, evinced their hostility and contempt 
lor the commanding general's regulations and rules for 
the preservation of the country^ 

On the 18th of February, Admiral Cochrane had writ- 
ten to General Jackson, that he had received from Jamai- 
ca unofficial intelligence of peace. The general received 
his letter on the 21st, and immediately addressed to him 
this inquiry, '^ whether he considered the intelligence as 
authorizing a cessation of hostilities ?^' which inquiry 
was answered in the negadve. But with the retreat of 
the enemy to their sh^s, the danger appeared to many to 
be over ; and the impati^ice of military duty which thtff 
Impression €xeatedft was the motive upon wUch the dis- 
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afieeled operate^* to create disobedience and mutiny in 
the general's army* Although in his proclamation, the 
general had cautioned the citizens <* not to be thrown 
into false alarms by the intelligence of peace," observing, 
*^ that even if it were true that a peace had been signed 
ia Europe^ it could not put an end to the war, imtil it 
should be ratified by the twe governments;" although 
.he British, who had been reinforced by a larger body of 
fresh troops, lay within half a day's sail of New Orleans^ 
by a passage which the batteries at Chef Menteur and 
Fort CoquiUes defended ; — ^yet, one Louallier published a 
piece in a New Orleans, paper, that caused the Louisiana 
companies, which manned these batteries, to desert, re« 
turn inio the city, and leave it exposed. He was arrested 
Ibr exciting mutiny and desertion in. the camp, and for 
giving intelligence to the enemy ; and to discharge him 
from arrest. Judge Hall issued his writ of habeas corpus. 
This writ was.xesi^sted by General Jackson, For this 
act he has been severely censured,, and with as little 
liberaHty and justice as u&ual« It has been gravely as- 
serted, that he suspended the habeas corpus^ the charter 
of our liberldes, upon his own individual authority. His 
defence is complete and triumphant. 

It was proved by the testimony of the- clerk of the 
eourt, before, which the process was returnable, that the 
writ which was granted for the release of Loualliei, was 
actually issued before his arrest^ and that the date had 
been alter(^ by the judge to suit the occasion. This was 
prodf of complicity on his part, that rendered the pro- 
ceeding more objectionable. But General Jackson de- 
clined availing himself of. this defect, and met the prin;- 
oiple &irly, asserting the necessity of adhering to his 
plan of d^nce, axid maintaining military power. Nor 
did he 8t(^ to ascextaia what statute had conferred on a 
district judge of the Umled States« power to &pie a pro- 
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cess, which, touching the liberty of the citiiEeii, ancTMug 
in its natnre the creature of statute, would more properly 
emanate from the state judiciary. As all other commABd- 
ers in this Union, on occasions of less necessity, had 
done, he kept the ciyil process out of the camp/ And 
would his accusers have had him to yield to the officious 
judge, and malcontent citizen — to suffer his troops to de- 
sert, and his defences to be abandoned, when a superior 
hostile force, unused to defeat, and intent on ^* beauty and 
booty," were hovering within a half day's sail of New 
Orleans, ready to strike a &tal blow to its liberties when- 
ever i fiivorable opportunity presented ? Was the tem* 
porary restraint of Louallier, the momentary suppression 
of his cacoethes scribendif a greater evil than the penoa^ 
nent conqueM of New Orleans t Cr^ieral Jackson^s ac- 
cusers describe the writ of habeas corpus ** as the safe- 
guard of individual liberty ;*' but at the crisis referred tOt 
his power was the safeguard of the liberty of thousands, 
and individual liberty was not to endanger se great a 
stake. He who brought it into collision with this great 
object, acted like a bitter foe to his country, and wHs no 
more entitled to respect^ than he would have been,' had he 
on the 8th of January interposed Itis person between the 
American riflemen and the enemy, and insisted on the 
former not firing for fear of taking his life. The truth 
is, the judge, the citizen, the army, and the people, were 
all embarked in the same vessel and in the same storm* 
Measures, proper for the defence of all, were by the law 
of necessity obligatory on all — and the pilot to whose 
vigorous arm the helm was consigned, would have been 
guilty of both crime and felly, had he relinquished it 
merely because knd was in sight. This Qenend Jaok- 
son would not do, and his patriotic firamiies has ez« 
elled the lasting gratitude of the Ameriean people* The 
sentimentft are the reverse of thk which, the saflie peo- 
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pie entertain foi those wlio rail at him^for serving — ^for not 
permitting his sentinels to be subpcmntdirom their posts, 
or his men removed foy writ of habeas corpus from their 
guns — acts vtrhich find ample justification from the cir- 
etunstances which called them into being. But the civil 
authority, which from its mal'^administration, he was obli« 
ged to defend, he. propitiated in a manner so signal, as to 
return it greater strength and sanctity, than the folly of its 
object and its agent had taken away. 

When peace was announced, he was arrested and 
brought before Judge Hall, to answer for a contempt of 
court. The judge refused to hear his defence. But as 
the answer he had prepared to show cause why a writ of 
attachment &>r contempt should not issue against him, 
does honor to his head and heart, and evinces the purity 
of the motives under which he acted, we apprehend that 
injustice would be done him^ if we should bmit the tran- 
scription of a part of it ; at least and our readers, we ima- 
gine, would be also disinclined to pardon the omission. 

Aiter stating his objections to the proceedings, on the 
ground of their illegality, and that the offences charged 
against him were nqt cognizable by the court before which 
he was called to appear — after recurring to the corres- 
pondence between him and the governor of Louisiania, 
previous to and after his arrival in this section of the 
seventh military district, on which we have remarked in 
a former chapter, he closed his defence as follows : 
. •* With the impressions this correspond^ace was calcu- 
lated to produce, the respondent arrived in this city, 
where, in different conversations, the same ideas were 
enforced, and he was advised not only by the governor of 
.he state, bujt very many influential persons, to proclaim 
MARTIAL LAW, as the Only means of producing union, 
overcoming disaffection, , detecting, treason, and calling 
is>xih the energies of the country. Thi^ mea9U]:e wa^ 
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discussed and recommoided to the lespondent, as he well 
recollects* in the presence of the judge of this honoraU«. 
court, who not only made no objection, but seemed, bjr 
his gestures and silence, to approve of its being adopted* 
Th^e opinions, respectable in themselyes, derived greater 
weight from that which the governor expressed of the 
legislature then in session. He represented their fidelity 
as very doubtful ; ascribed design to their prolonged ses* 
sion, and appeared extremely desirous that they should 
adjourn. 

" The respondent had also been informed, that in the 
house of representatives, the idea, that a very consider* 
able part of the state belonged to the Spanish govern* 
ment, and ought not to be represented, had been openly 
advocated, and favorably heard. The co-operation of the 
Spaniards with the English, was, at that time, a prevalent 
idea. This information, therefore, appeared highly im- 
portant. He determined to examine, with the utmost 
care, all the ^Etcts that had been communicated to him ; 
and not to act upon the advice he had received, until the 
clearest demonstration should have determined itls pro- 
priety. He was then almost an entire stranger, in the 
place he was sent to defend, and unacquainted with the 
language of a majority of its inhabitants. While these 
circimistances were unfavorable to his obtaining infonna* 
tion, on the one hand, they precluded, on the other, a 
suspicion that his measures were dictated by personal 
friendship, private animosity, or party views. Uninflu- 
enced by such motives, he began his observations. He 
sought ibr information, and, to obtain it, communicated 
with men of every description^ He believed that even 
then he discovered those high qualities, which have since 
distinguished those brave 4ofenders of their country ; that 
the variety of language, the difference of habit, and even 
the national prejudices, which seemed to divide the inha« 
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UtantSy migiLt be made, if properly directed, the source 
of tlie ihost honorable emulation. Delicate attentions 
were necessary to'foster this disposition ; and the highest 
energyt to restrain the effects, that such an assemblage 
was calculated to produce ; he determined to avail him- 
self of both, and with this yiew called to his aid the im- 
pulse of national feeling, the higher motiyes of patriotic 
sentiment, and the noble enthusiasm of valor. They ope- 
rated in a manner which history will record ; ail who • 
could be influenced by those feelings, rallied without de- 
lay round the standard of their country. Their efforts, 
however, would have been unavailing, if the disaffected 
had been permitted to- counteract them by their treason, 
and the timid to paralyze them by their example, and both 
tQ stand aloof in the hour of danger, and enjoy the fruit 
of victory without participating in the danger of defeat. 
^'A disciplined and powerful army was on our coast, com- 
manded by officers of tried valor and consummate skill ; 
their fleet had already destroyed the feeble defence, on 
which, alone, we could rely to prevent their landing on 
t^ur shores. Their point of attack was uncertain ; a 
hundred inlets were to be guarded, by a force not suffi- 
xi^tit in number for one; we had no lines of defence; 
'.reason lurked among us, and only waited the moment 
of expected defeat, to show itself openly ; our men were 
few, and of those few, not all were armei; our prospect 
of aid and supply was distant and uncertain ; our utter 
ruin, if we failed, at hand, and inevitable ; every thing 
depended on the prompt and energetic use of the means 
we possessed—- on calling the whole force of the commu- 
nity into action ; it was a contest fpr the very existence of 
the state, and every nerve was to be strained in its defence. 
The physical force of every individual, his moral facul- 
ties, his property, and the energy of his example, were to 
be called into action, and instant action. No delay— no 
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hesilatioB — ^ho inquiry abouf lights, of all was lost ; a^d 
every f!hing dear to man, his property, life, th^ honor of 
his family^ his country, its constitutidh and laws, were 
swept away by the avowed principles, the open practise 
of the enemy with whom we had to contend! Fortifica- 
tions were'tD be erected, supplies procured) arms sought 
for, req^sitioiS^ made> the emissaries of the enemy watch- 
^j lurking treason overawed, insubordmation punished* 
and the- contagion of cowardly example to be stopped. - 

'** In this crisis, and tmder a £rm persuasion that none 
of those objects could be effected by the exercise of the 
ordinary powers confided to him — ^under a solemn con- 
'viction that lite cdiyatry committed to hia care- could be 
saved by that measure only, from ulter ruin — ^under a re- 
ligious belief, that he was performing the^inost important 
and sacred dutyrthe respondent proclaimed mart.ial law. 
*He intended by thq| measure, to supersede such civil 
pbwers aS| in their operation, interfered-with those he wa« 
oliUged to exercise. He thought, in such a moment, con- 
stitptiotttl forms must be suspended, for the permanent 
preservation of constitutional rights, and that there could 
be no question, whether it were best to depart for a mo- 
ment from the enjoyment of our dearest privileges, or 
have them wrested from us forever. He knew, that if 
the civil magistrates were permitted to exercise their usual 
functidns, none of the measures necessary 16 avert the 
awful &te that threatened us, could be expected. Personal 
liberty cannot exist at a time when every man is required 
to become a soldier. Private property ^cannot be secured 
when its use is indispensable to the public safety. Un- 
limited liberty of speech is incompatible with the discipline 
of a camp ; and that of the press more dangerous still, 
when made the vehicle of conveying intelligence to the 
enemy, or exciting mutiny among the troops. To have 
suffered the uncontrolled enjoyment of any of those rights^ 



during the time *of«tha late inTasion, woid|i have been to 
abandon the ^fenceof the country: the civil magistrate 
is the guafdian of ^hos^ rights ; and the proclamation of 
martiial law wasy^therefore^ intended to supersede the jex- 
ercise of histtuthority,* so &r as it intexf|re4 with the ne- 
cessary restriction of those rights-^^^ no furifher. : 
• ^ The respondent statea these 'principles explicitly, be- 
cause they are the basis of his defence, and because a 
mistaken notion has <1}een circulated that the decoration 
of martial law only subjected the^ militia in-sexvlce to its 
operation. This would, indeed hare been a very useless 
ceremonyi as such persons were already subject to it," with- 
out the addition ef any other act. ^Besides, if the pro-' 
ckmiation of martial law were a measure of i&cessity^-^' 
a measure, wi&out the exercise of which the country 
must unquestionably have been conquered, then does it 
form a complete justification for the act. If it do not, in 
what manner will.the proceeding by attachment for con- 
tempt be justified? It is undoubtedly and strictly a cri- 
minal prbseeution ; and the constitution declares^ that, in 
ail criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have the be- 
nefit of a trial by jury; yet a prosecution is even now 
going on in this court, where no such benefit is allowed. 
Why ? Prom the alledged necessity of the case, because 
courts could not, it is said, subsist without a power to pu- 
nish promptly by their own act, and without the interven- 
tion of a jury. Necessity then, may, in some cases, jus- 
tify a departure from the constitution: and if in the doubt- 
ful case of avoiding confusion in a court, shall it be de- 
nied in the serious one of preserving a coimtry from con- 
quest and ruin ? The respondent begs leave to explain, 
that in using this argument, he does not mean to admit 
the existence of necessity in the case of attachment ; but 
to show that the principle of a justification from necessity 
is admitted, ^ven in the weaker case. If the legislature 

16 
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of the United States have given tp courts the pow^r to 
punish contempts, it is xio answer tp this defenpe, for two 
re^tsons : first, becauare the words of the law do not ne- 
cessarily exclude the intervention of a jury ; and, second- 
ly, if they do^ the law itself is contrary to the words of 
the constitution, and can only be supported on^he plea. of 
necessity; to which head it is. referred by the. English 
writers o'n the subject* 

** The only responsibility which has been incurred in the 
present cafte, i^ that which arises from necessity. This, 
the respondent agrees, must not be doubtful ; it must be 
apparent, from the circtlmstancea of the case, or it forms 
mo jus^fication. He submits all hi3 acts, there£[>re, to be 
tested by this rule, 

*' To the forcible reasons which he has detailed, as im- 
paling- hi^ to this meiisure, he ought to add, that he has 
since, by the confession of the enemy himself received a 
confirmation of the opinioni^, whichhe had then good reason 
to believe; that there were men among us so depraved as 
to give daily and exact information of our movements, and 
our -forces; that the number of those persons was consi- 
derable, and their activity unceasing. The names of those 
wretches will probably be discovered; and the respondent 
persufides himself, that this tribunal will employ itself, 
with greater satisfaction, in inflictiag the punishment due 
to their crimes, than it now does in investigating the mea- 
sures that were taken to counteract them** 

" If example can justify, or the practice of others serve 
as a proof of* necessity, the respondent has ample mate- 
rials for his defence : not from analogous construction, but 
from the conduct of all the different departments of the 
state governnuent, in th^ very case now under discus- 
sion. 

" The legislatqure of the state, having no constitutional 
power to regulate or restrain commerce, on the — ^ day 
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of December^ast, passed an act laying an embai|pii : the 
executive sanctioned it ; and from a wconviction of its ne- 
cessity, it was acquiesced in. The jBame legislature dxut 
up the courts of justice for four months, to all civil suitors 
-^the same executive sanctioned that law, and the judi- 
ciary not only acquiesced, but solemnly approved it. 

«' The governor, as appears by one of the letters quoted, 
undertook to inflict the punishment of exile upon an in- 
habitant, without any form of law, merely because he 
thought that an individual's presence mi^ht be dangerous 
to the public safety. 

" The judge of this very court, duly impressed with 
the emergency of the moment, and the necessity of em- 
ploying every means of defence, consented to the discharge 
of men committed and indicted for capital crimes, without 
bail, and without recognizance ; and probably under an 
impression that the exercise of his functions would be use- 
less, absented himself from the place where his court was. 
to be holden, and postponed its session during a regular 
term. ^^^ ' 

" Thus the conduct of the legislative, executive, and 
judiciary branches of the government of this state, have 
borne the fullest testimony of the existence of the neces- 
sity on which the respondent relies. * 

** The unqualified approbation of the legislature of the 
United States, and such of the individual states as were 
in session, ought also to be admitted, as no slight means 
of defence ; inasmuch as all these respectable bodies were 
fully apprised of his proclamation of martial law, and 
some of them seem to r^fer to it, by thanking him for the 
energy of his nxeasures. 

" The respondent, therefore, believes he has established 
the necessity of proclaiming martial law. He has shown 
the efiects of that declaration ; and it only remains to 
pirove, in answer to the rule, that the power assumed from 
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necessity, was not abused in its exercise, nor improperly- 
protracted in its duration^ 

*' All the acts mentioned in the rule, took place after 
the enemy had retired from the position they had at first 
assumed, after they had met with a signal defeat, and af- 
ter an unofficial account had been received of the signature 
of a treaty of peace. Each of these circumstances might 
be, to one who did not see the whole ground, a sufficient 
reason for supposing that further acts of energy and vi- 
gor were unnecessary. On the mind of the respondent 
they had a different effect. The enemy had retired from 
their position, it is true ; but they were still on the coast, 
and within a few hours sail of the city. They had been 
defeated, and with a loss; but the loss was to. be re- 
paired by expected reinforcements. Their numbers still 
much more than.quadrupled all the regular forces which 
the respondent could command ; and the term of service 
of his most efficient militia force was about to expire. De- 
feat, to a powerful and active enemy, was more likely to 
operate as an incentive to renewed and increased exertion, 
than to inspire them with despondency, or to paralyze their 
efforts. A treaty, it is true, had been probably signed ; 
yet it might not be ratified. Its contents had not trans- 
pired, and no reasonable conjecture could be formed, that 
it would be acceptable. The influence which the account 
of its signature had on the army, was deleterious in the 
extreme, and showed a necessity for increased energy, 
instead of a relaxation of discipline. Men, who had 
shown themselves zealous in the preceding- part of the 
campaign, now becanve lukewarm in the service. Those 
whom no danger could appal, and no labor-discourage, 
complained of the hardships of the camp. When the 
enemy were no longer immediately before them, they 
thought themselves oppressed, by being detained in ser- 
vice. Wicked and weak men, who, from their situation 
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in lifef ovght to hare furnished a better example, secretly 
encouiaged thi^ spirit of insubordination. They affected 
to pity the hardships of those who were kept in the field ; 
they fomented discontent, by insinuating that the merits 
of tl^ose to whom they addressed themselves, had not been 
sufRciently noticed or applauded-; and to so high a degree 
Had the disorder at length risen, that at one period, only 
fiileen men and one officer, out of a whole regiment, sta- 
tioned to ^guard the rery ayenue through which the enemy 
had penetrated into the country, were found at their post. 
At another point equally important, a whole corps, on 
which the greatest reliance had been placed, operated 
upon by the acts of a foreign agent, suddenly deserted 
their post. 

*♦ If trusting to an imcertain peace, the respondent had 
revoked his proclamation, or ceased to act under it, the 
fatal security, by which we were lulled, might have de-> 
stroyed all discipline, have dissolved all his force, and 
left him without any means of defending the country, 
against an enemy, instructed, by the traitors within our 
own bosom, of the time and place at which he might safely 
make his attack. In such an event, his life might have 
been offered up, yet it would have been but a feeble expia- 
tion, for the disgrace and misery, into which, by his cri- 
minal negligence, he had permitted the country to be 
plunged- 

•*He thought peace a probable, but by no means a cer- 
tain event. If it had really taken place, a few days must 
bring the official advice of it ; and he believed it better to 
submit, during thostsf few days, to the salutary restraints 
imposed, than to put every thing dear to ourselves and 
country at risk, upon an uncertain contingency. Admit 
the chances to hare been a: hundred or a thousand to one 
in favor of the ratification, and against aiiy renewed at- 

tetinptar of the enemy, what should we say or think of the 

16* 
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prudence of the mftn, who would stake his Iifi9i ki$ for- 
tune, his country, and hieJxon^r, even widi such. Adds in 
his fevor, against a few days' anticipated enjoymeni of 
the bleiSsings of peace? The respondent. could not bring 
himself to play so deep a liazard ; uninfluenced by the 
clamors of the ignorant ^nd designing, he continued the 
exercise of that law which necessity had compelled hiili 
to proclaim ; and he still thinks himself justified, by the 
situation of aflairt, for the course whieh he ttt^pted and 
pursued. Has he exercised this power wantonly or im- 
properly ? If so, he is liable ; not, as he believes, to this 
honorable court for contempt, but to his government for an 
abuse of power, and to those individuals whom he has in- 
jured, in damages proportioned to that injury. 

'' About the period last described, the consul of Fraiicc;^, 
who appears, by Governor Claiborne's letter, to have 
embarrassed the first drafts, by his claims in favor of pre- 
tended subjects of his king, renewed his interference ; his 
certificates were given to men in the ranks of the army ; 
to some who had never applied, and to others who wished 
to use them as the means of obtaining an inglorious ex- 
emptioir from danger and fatigue. The immunity derived 
from these certificates not only thinned the ranks, by the 
withdrawal of those to whom they were given, but pro- 
duced the desertion of others, who thought themi^elves 
equally ^ititled to the privilege ; and t6 this cause must 
be traced, the abandonment of the important post of Chef 
Menteur, and the temporary refusal of a relief ordered to 
occupy it. 

^* Under these circumstances, to remove the force of an 
example which had already occasioned such dangeiouft 
consequences, and to punish those who were so unwilling 
to defend what they were so ready to enjoy^ theiespondeijt 
issued a general order, directing those French subjects 
w:ho had availed themselves of the consul's certifisatest to 
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rexaoy0 OKtt 'of the lines of defence, tuid far enough to 
avoid any temptation of intercourse with our enemy, whom 
they were so scrupulous of opposing. This me^ure was 
resorted to, as the mildest mode of proceeding against a 
dangerous and intreasing evil ; and the respondent had 
the less scruple of his power, i^i this, instance, as it was 
fiot quite so strong as that which Governor Claiborne had 
exercised, before the invasion, by the advice of his attor<# 
ney general, in th«-caseof Colonel Cofiel. ^ 

"It created, however, §pme .sensation-discontents 
were again fomented, from the sour^'that had first pro- 
duced them. Aliens and strangers became the most vio- 
lent advocates of constitutional rights, and native Amerii*' 
cans were taught the value of their privileges, by those 
■who fornierly disavowed any titlft to their enjoyment. 
The order waa particularly opposed, in an ai^onymous 
publication. In this, the author deliberately and wick* 
edly. misrepresented the order^ as subjecting to removal, 
all Frenchmen whatever, even, those who had gloriously 
fought in defence of the country : and after many dan- 
gerous and unwarrantable declarations, he closes, by call- 
ing upon all Frenchmen to flock to the standard of their 
consul--«-<thus advising &ad producing an act of mutiny 
aud insubordination, and publishing the evidence of our 
weakness and discord to the enemy, who were still in our 
vicinity, anxious, no doubt, before the cess^tion.of hos- 
tilities, to wipe away the late. stain upon their arms. To 
have silently looked on such an offence, without making 
any attempt to punish it, would have been formal surren-> 
der of all disciplinet all ordar, nil personal dignity, and 
public ,safety4 This oould not be done; and the respon- 
dent immediately Of dered the arrest of the ofiender.^ A 
writ of^ hab^ai^ corjpus waa directed to issue for his en- 
largement. . The very case which had been foreseen, the 
very cc^ingency on which martial law was intended to 
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operate, had now occurred : the em! magiatrato seemed 
to think it hia duty to enforce the enjoyment of ciTil 
rights, although the conaequencea which have been de- 
scribed would probably have resulted. *An unbending 
sense of what he seemed to think his 'station required,- 
Induced him tc^order the liberation of the prisoner. This* 
under the respondent's sense of duty, produced a conflict 
which it was his wish to avoid. 

No other course* remained^ than to. enforce 4he princi* 
pies which he had laid down as his guide, and to suspend 
the exercise of this judicial power, wherever it interfered 
with the necessary means of defence. The only way ef- 
fectually to do thisj was to place the judge in a situation 
in which his interference could not counteract the mea- 
sures of defence, or give countenance to the mutinous dis« 
position that had shown itself in so alarming a degree. 
Merely to have disregarded the writ, would but have in- 
creased the evil ; and to have obeyed it, was wholly repug- 
nant to the respondent's ideas of the public safety, and to 
his own sense of duty. The judge was therefore conf ned, 
and removed beyond the lines of d^ence. 

** As to the paper mentioned in the rule, which the re- 
spondent is charged with taking and detaining, he answers, 
that when the writ was produced by the clerk of this ho- 
norable court, the date of its issuance appeared to have 
been altered .from the 5th to the 6th. He was que4B[tioned 
respecting the apparent alteration, and acknowledged it 
had been done by Judge Hall, and not in the presence of 
the party who made the aifidavit. This material altera- 
tion, in a paper that concerned him, gave tl^ respondent, 
as he thought, a right to detain it for further investigation, 
which he accordingly did ; but gave a certified copy, and 
an acknowledgment that the original waa in bis |K>s8e8- 
aion. " 

** The respondeat avows^ that he considered this altera- 
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tion in the date of the affidavit, ats it was then explained to 
him by the clerk, to be such evidence of a personal, not 
judicial, interference, and activity, in behalf of a mar. 
charged with the most serious offence, as justified the idee 
then formed, that the judge approved his conduct, and sup* 
ported his attempts to excite disaffection among the troops. 

" This was the conduct of the respondent, and these 
the motives which prompted it. They have been fairly 
and openly exposed to this tribunal, and to the world, and 
would not have been accompanied by any exception or 
waiver of jurisdiction, if it had been deemed expedient to 
give him that species of trial, to which he thinks himself 
entitled^ by the constitution of his country. The powers 
which the exigency of the times forced him to assume, 
have been exercised exclusively for the public good ; and 
by the blessing of God, they have been attended with un- 
paralleled success. They have saved the country ; and 
whatever may be the opinion of that country, or the de- 
crees of its courts, in relation to the means he has used, 
he can never regret that he employed them." 

This defence requires no comment* At a subsequent 
day he attended to receive sentence, and when the judge, 
trembling at the murmurs of the indignant crowd, hesi- 
tated to pronounce it, " Fear not," said the illustrious pri- 
soner, waving the multitudje^ to silence with his hand — 
" fear not, your honor ; the same arm which repelled the 
invasion of the enemy, shall protect the deliberations of 
this court." The sublime humility of the patriot general 
did not end here. The ladies of New Orleans, whose 
persons had been saved from terror and pollution, not 
by the h<ibeas fiorpus^ b:ut by his valor, contributed a 
ftind to discharge the fine. But they found he had an- 
ticipated them — ^had paid one thousand dollars out of his 
-small fortune, the wholf of which be had pledged to the 
bank of iSTew Orleans, to wise money for it« defence, and 
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when their gratitude would force the contribution upon 
him, he preserved his independence, and displayed his 
humanity, by requesting that the money should be ap- 
plied to the relief of the widows and orphans of the brave 
citizens who had fallen in the campaign. 

Could Washington himself have have shown greater 
respect to the laws, or greater fidelity to the country? 
It has been said that Washington never refused to com- 
ply with the civil process. But he was a dictator, and 
who ever dared to oppose the civil process against his 
power? Did he not execute deserters without even a 
military trial ? Did he not punish mutineers by decima- 
tion and instant death ? Did he not forage in New Jersey 
as in an enemy's country — in each case on the ground of 
necessity f He did, and his conscience and his country 
both approved him : while General Jackson, acting with 
less rigor, under equal necessity, is denounced as " the 
agent of illegal enormities." 

Greneral Jackson retired from the court; and, in spite of 
his exertions, he was borne in triumph through the streets 
to his lodgings by the grateful citizens. He seized the 
first interval, which the expression of their applause would 
permit, to address them. He told them, that two great 
lessons might be learned from the events which had hap- 
pened since he had been among them. The first was, 
however inadequate might be the apparent means, never 
to despair of their country ; never to refuse any sacrifice 
that might be necessary for its preservation ; and when- 
ever the danger was past, to submit cheerfully to the ope- 
ration of the laws, even when they punished acts which 
were done to preserve them. That, for his own part, he 
knew that what he had done could only be justified by 
necessity ; and to prevent that necessity from becoming 
the preteA for oppression, it was perhaps right that he 
who resorted to it should undergo the penalty of the law, 
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and find his indemnity in the approbation of his own con- 
science, and the evidence that his acts were done only to 
serve his country. 

Thus ended this memorable tria^, and it is a subject 
of regret that many of his countrymen are still to be found, 
who condemn General Jackson for the measures he 
adopted from the (Cctation of the sternest necessity, for 
raising the reputation of his country, and defending one 
of its fairest cities from the horrors of aissault, l^ a vic- 
tory as splendid as any recorded in history. There are 
many yet, who depreciate the consequences of this vic- 
tory ; who would tear from the brows of the brave men 
who gained it, the laurels which their courage and pa- 
triotism have won ; who would blot the bright page of 
our history in which the achievem^it is recorded, and 
would persuade the people of the United States that in 
saving a populous city from plunder, the wives and daugh- 
ters of its inhabitants from violation, its churches from 
being pro&ned, and a. whole state from the humiliation of 
conquest, the brave men who effected it, and the leader 
by whose -courage, energy, and skill, they were, animated 
and directed, had done nothing to deserve the gratitude 
of their country ; and that the United States had gained 
neither honor nor advantage from a victory that will pre- 
serve the name of the chief who obtained it, ages afler 
those of his detractors^all cease to be remembered. 

Nor is it enough to snatch from him the honors he has 
already won— the means of acquiring them in future 
must be destroyed— every power exercised by a com- 
mander in defence of his country, must be called an oU 
fence — .every act of discipline must be considered a viola-, 
tion of personal liber^^-mutiny, desertion, insubordina- 
tion of every kind, must be punished at the hazard of be^ 
ing proclaimed sl tyrani Sind murderer* Thip wretch, 
who, when called upon to defend his country in th? hour 
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of extreme danger, meanly abandons his post, and sets 
the authority of his officer at defianee-^he three times 
pardoned deserter — the instigator and associate of the 
savage, who butcheri^.anprotected women and children — 
the savage, himself who executes this work of destruction^ — 
are held up to public commiseration as suffering martyrs^ 
because they were made to pay the • penalty of their 
crimes. If these objections are to hare effect, and be con* 
sidered valid, where is the commander, who will dare to 
enforce discipline, or exercise any powers necessary for 
the defence of his country : for where i& there o^e that 
may not be called an invasion of civil rights ? If he en- 
camp his army on the highway, it obstructs its- free use ; 
if he turn aside into a neighboring field, it is trespass ; if 
he bum a house to^ave a retreat, it is arson ; if he seizes 
provisions to feed his &mishing troops, it is robbery ; if 
he punish a deserter, it is murder ; if he prevent judges 
and lawyers and sheriffs from taking his sentinels from 
their posts, by writs of habeas corpus, it is a violation 'of 
constitutional right; and if he will not suffer a printer, 
in a besieged town, to publish intelligence to the enemy, 
and excite disobedience in his camp, it violates the sacred 
liberty of the press I The only mode for those who hold 
this doctrine, is to contrive some means by which they 
may clear the country of an invading enemy, by a writ of 
forcible entry, and make him give up his post by an 
ejectment. The censures of General Jackson on this 
ground, are too absurd even for ridicule, and show that 
the authors of th^n despise the understanding of those to 
whom they are addressed. ,. 

This authentic detail, we think, cannot feil of convin- 
cing our readers, that, in the prosecution of this glorious 
campaign in Louisiana, the commanding general united 
prudence to energy^-humanity to the highest exertion of 
couraga— a creative geniuti to provide resources, with 



▲HDREW lAOKSOV. 193 

wisdom in their employment— courtesy with dignity, in 
his intercourse with the enemy to whom he was i)pposed ; 
—that, in the moment of triumph and success, his reli- 
gion attributed them to the inter];)oaition of Heaven as the 
great cause, and his modesty and justice acknowledged 
hiff brave companions in arms as the means by which 
they were attained ; — and that he cheerfiiUy submitted to 
the laws of his country, when their operation punished 
him for acts by which those laws and the constitution 
were preserved.* . * 

* Liviiigston's Address. 
17 
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CHAPTER XII. 

General JatimnHiurns to NtUhtifh^^ReceiveB the con- 
gtatulations ofhts countrymeH^^He is appointed com- 
mander-in-chief of the southe^m military divisipn of 
the United States^- Vote of thanks to him^ from the 
Tennessee legislatmre — Repairs to Washington — Re- 
ceives the congratulations of the citizens of Lynchburg 
at a public Mkner — Returns to Nashville — Proceeds 
from thence to New Orleans — Grateful reception from 
the inhabittmti — He concludes a treaty with the Indians 
^^Issues a gejural order — Defence of it. 

General Jackson bade adieu to the gratefiil citizens 
of New Orleans, and commenced his journey to Nash^ 
▼i)le. During his journey, he- was received in all the 
places through which he passed, with every demonatfa* 
tion of regard, and greeted as one who had done the most 
signal services ^or- his coimtr3rnieB, in protecting them 
fi^om the horrors of foreign mvaslpB* He arrived at Nash- 
ville on the 18th of May, 1815, and was received with 
very flattering indications of respect by his fellow-citizens* 

The disbanding of the army, alker the declaration of 
peace, took plaee* Ten thousand troops were all. that 
constituted the standing armj^of the United States, which 
consisted of two divisions, the northern and southern. 
General Jackson was appointed commander-in-chief of 
the southern division. His appointment to this command 
was received with unrversal approbation. His ability to 
command had been proved, by his numerous successes 
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over the most warlike natkm of savagea, and the beat ap- 
pointed annies in the world, tmder the most dasadvanta- 
geous circumsta^es. 

He established his head^foarters at Nashville^ where 
he continued to receive the f atlering indications of the 
gratitude of his countrymen. . From various legislatures 
ha>. received votes of thanks, expressing, in appropriate 
terms, their approbation of his services. The legislature 
of Tennessee were among the first to manifest their re- 
gards for the character and achievements of Greneral 
Jackson. They passed a vote of thai^ks, and presented 
him with a gold medal. They qlso presented elegant 
swords to Generals Coffee and Carroll, his gaMa^t asso- 
ciates. Toward the close of the autumn of 1815, he re- 
paired to the seat ^government. ' On his journey thither, 
he was received with those acclamations, which a grate** 
ful people ever bestow upon a distinguislied benefactor. 
Although iir time of war, he avoided ell parade and cere- 
monies inconsistent with the demands ef duty ^ yet h» 
felt no disinclination, at this period, to a compliance with 
the wishes of his countrymcpi, to mingle with them at the 
convivial board, and reciprocate their ciwily and hospi- 
tality. 

A public dinner was given him at Lynchburg, in Vir- 
ginia, at which THOMAS JEFFERSON, the sage of 
Monticello, was present. The hilarity and good feel- 
ing exhibited on this occasion, was indicative of the 
high estimation in which these two distinguished patriots 
were held by their countrymen. It was on this occasion 
that Mr. Jefferson gave his celebrated toast, •* HONOR 
AND GRATITUDE TO THE MAN WHO HAS 
FILLED THE MEASURE OF HIS COUNTRY*S 
GLORY." On his arrival at Washington, he vras re- 
ceived with much cordial affability bjp the president^ and 
the heads of the several departments of government. 
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Afi^ a short sqjovini in Waahington, he Momed again 
to Nashirille. 

In the spring of 1810» General Jackson repaired to 
New Orleans, the scene of his brilliant military opera- 
tions. Nothing conld exceed the joy of the inhabitants, 
on receiving again into their city the distinguished pro- 
tector of their dearest rights from carnage and violation. 
After the mutnal congratulations of their meeting were 
past, he reviewed the troops at that station, and finding 
them unhealthy, resolved to have ihepk removed to the 
Alabama territory, which was soon after effected. 

The most exposed part of the southern division, was 
that which bordered on the Spanish provinces of Florida, 
which was inhabited by the AlaBama and Seminole In- 
dians. Greneral Jackson was aware that the stationing of 
American troops upon their borders, would tend to re-^ 
strain their barbarity; and their aggressions could be 
more promptly punished. Subsequent events Showed the 
wisdom of this nieasure. 

.After regulating and stationing the army in the south- 
ern section of his division, Gleneral Jackson, inaccord- 
ai\ce with previous instructions, entered into negotiations 
with the Chickasaw, Choctaw, Cherokee, and Creek, 
nations. The object of the negotiation, was to obtain 
from them the absolute relinquishment of all the claim 
they pretended to have to lands within the limits of the 
United States, and which had previously been ceded by 
them. This measure evinced the moderation of the 
American government toward the natives. Although the 
territory had before been obtained, first by conquest, after 
a sanguinary war, occasioned by the savages themselves, 
and afterwards by treaty with them, by which they ac- 
knowledged their gratitude to the gov,ernment for permit- 
ting them to retain Otty territory, yet, to pacify them com-, 
pletely, for the diminution of their limits, and to extin- 
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Ifuish their title, Genemi Jackson coneluded a treaty with 
them, the particulars of which are well known to the 
public. 

This important measure accomplished, he repaired to 
Huntsville, in the state of Mississippi, and published an 
order which was sanctioned by the government, by which 
all citizens of the United States, were enjoined to abstain 
from €(11 encroachments upon Indian lands, and ordered 
such as had, to be Temored in a limited number of dayis. 

In October, 181^ he returned to his head-<]piarters at 
l<fashville. In the spring of 1817, he issued the follow- 
ing general order to his division : 

'* The commanding general considers it . due to the 
principles of subordination, whicE^ ought, and must exist 
in an army ,^ to prohibit the obedience of any order ema- 
nating from the department of war, to officers of this divi- 
sion, who have reported and been assigned to duty, unless 
coming through him, as the proper organ of communica- 
tion. The object of this order, is to prevent the recur- 
rence of a circumstance, which removed an important 
officer from the division without the knowledge of the 
ccmmianding general, and indeed, when he supposed that 
office]^ engaged in his official duties, and anticipated 
hourly the receipt of his official reports, on a subject of 
great importance to hisii^ command ; also to prevent the 
topographical reports from being made public through 
the medium of the newspapers, as was done in the case 
alluded to, thereby enabling the enemy to obtain the be- 
nefit of all our. topographical researches, as soon as the 
general commanding, who is. responsible for the division. 
Superior officers, having commands assigned themt are 
held responsible to the government, for the character and 
conduct of that command ; and it^piight as well be justi- 
fied in an officer, senior in command, to give orders to a 

guard on duty, without passing that order through the 

17* 
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officer of that guard, as ihat the departaient of war 
should countermand the arrangements of commanting 
generals, without giving their order through the proper 
channel. To acquiesce in such a -course, would be a 
tame surrender of military rights and etiquette ; and at 
once subvert the established principles of subordination 
and good order. Obedience to the lawful commands of 
superior officers, is constitutionally and morally required : 
but there is a chain of communication that binds the 
military compact, which, if brok^i, opens the door to 
disobedience and disrespect, and gives loose to the turbu- 
lent spirits, who are ever ready to excite mutiny. All 
physicians,«able to perform duty, who are absent on fur- 
lough, will forthwith repair to their respective posts. 
Commanding officers of regiments and corps, are ordered 
to report specially all officers absent from duty, and their 
cause of absence." 

For issuing this general order^ General Jackson has 
received much severe animadversion. The circumstan- 
ces explaining and justifying this measure, are the follow- 
ing : While General Jackson was in the service of the 
United States, it occurred several times, and at seasons 
of the greatest pressure, that officers to whom he had as- 
signed important duties, were silently withdrawn from 
their posts by orders from some subaltern in the line, 
stationed as a deputy in the adjutant and inspector gene- 
ral's office at Washington. On the 1st of October, 1814, 
for example, just a fortnight af^er the first attack on Port 
Bowyer, and while the whole British armament was 
hovering between Mobile and New Orleans, an order 
was issued from the war department, signed John R. 
Bell, deputy inspector general, directing Colonel Sparks, 
and the officers of tine second regiment, including the gal- 
lant 'Major Lawrence, to proceed forthwith on the re- 
cruiting service I This ordei' was received whil^.Oene- 
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fal Jackson was eifiecting the timely expubion of the 
Britishfrom Pensacbla, and had left Mobile in the charge 
of Colonel Sparks, and Port Bowyer in that of Major 
Lawrence* With commendable prudence, these officers 
declined obedience, and remained at their posts. General 
Jackson complained of it to the-'goyemment, pointed out 
the serious consequences that might have been produced 
by it, and suggested the propriety of communicating, in 
fiiture, all orders to his subordinates through him, inas« 
much as his capacity to defend the ext^isiye and defence* 
less line of territory committed to his charge, would be 
destroyed, if the officers on whose rigilance and exertions 
he depended, were r^noved from their stations without 
his knowledge. 

This representation received no effectual attention from 
the government j and the anomalous ^actice it condemned 
continued at intervals to prevail. A forcible instance oc- 
curred in the person of Major Long, who, havkig report- 
ed himself under a regular order to General Jackson for 
duty, was directed by him to the upper Mississippi, for 
the purpose of sketching the topography of a district in 
that quarter, lipon which a contest with the Indians was 
then apprehended. The next thing the general heard of 
his engineer, was, while he was anxiously expecting his 
report, (through a newspaper in New York,) that the 
major had sometime since established himself in that city, 
in obediencerto an order from the war department. 

On the 4th March, 1817, General Jackson appealed to 
Mr. Monroe {the president) on the subject, reiterated hi? 
Jbrmer reasons against the irregularity, and deprecated 
wkh much earnestness its prevalence in bis division, 
when lio emergencies of war existed to require it, and 
when his head««quarters were at Nashville, a point of con- 
Tcnient distribution for orders directed by mail to Ae va- 
riou^i military stations in thie south and west. This conif 
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municatioiiy like the former, proving ineflectualt and de- 
termined no longer to have more responsibility than 
poweri he took measures to biing the subject before the 
gOTernmenty in a way that would admit ot mo further ne- 
glect. 

On the 22d of Aprils he issued the general order which 
has been presented to our readers, forbidding the officers 
of his division to obey any order firom .the war depart- 
ment, which did not pass through the office of his adju- 
tant generaL . About two months after this, the president 
still declining any decision on the matter, and sufiering 
it to fester by .delay, an order was issued from the war 
department, to General Hipley, then in command at New 
Orleans ; which, in compliance with General Jackson^s 
general order, he did not obey. Finding one of his of- 
ficers involved in difficulty by an . act of military subordi- 
nation and fidelity. General Jackson immediately assumed 
an attitude which none but a martinet can &il to admire. 
Iii a letter to the president, of the 12th August, 1817, he 
referred to. his former communications on. this subject, 
and to the cases which had produced them — ^repeated the 
substance of his general order, and stated the dilenuna of 
General Ripley, and with his characteristic spirit and 
honor, thus relieved him from all responsibility : " This 
has given rise to proper disobedience of General Ripley, 
to the order of the department of war above alluded to, for 
which I hold mysetf responsible." He ad^s, " In the 
view I took of this subject on the fourth of March, I had 
flattered myself you would coincide, and had hoped to 
receive your answer before a recurrence, of a similar in- 
fringement of ^nilitary rule Tendered it nqpessary for me 
to call your attention thereto. N<me are in&llible in 
their opinions, but it is nevertheless necessary^ that aH 
should act agreeably to their convictions of right* My 
sonYi<^toQ8 in &vor of the course I hare pursued are 
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fitttmg, and, should it become necessary, I will willingly 
meet a fair investigation before a military tribunal. Tbe 
good of the service, and the dignity of the commission I 
- hold,- alone actuate me. My wishes for retirement have 
already been made known to you ; but, under existing cir- 
cumstances, my duty to the officers of my division forbids 
it, until this subject is fairly understood." * The final de- 
cision, when it came, was, that orders to inferiors should 
pass through the c(»nmanding q^cer of the division, al- 
ways thereafter, unless in case of necessity ; thus admit- 
ting a principle contended for by General Jackson, and 
terminating a practice, which, under the aspect of legal 
autibority, was subversive of discipline, injurious to ser- 
vice, and repugnant to justice. 

It is true that by the constitution, the 'president is com- 
mander-in-chief of the army, and that, by a custom almost 
equivalent to law, the orders of the secretary are consi- 
dered the orders of the president, and that, among the 
illegitimate descendants of this custom, was the practice 
of confiding the power of the department to lieutenants of 
the line, whose enormous deviations from propriety, as 
in the order to Colonel Sparks, brought it into question 
and disrepute. But the president is commander-in-chief, 
only in the same sense in which the general is comman- 
der of his division, and has no stronger claim to the obe- 
dience of the general, than the latter has to the obedience 
of the colonel ^ and his orders, whether issued under his 
sign manual, or through the secretary of war, or the im- 
posing instrumentality of a subaltern, are to be restrained 
by the laws of congress and the priuciples of the constitu- 
tion. No man will contend,* that his authority in the 
army is absolute — that he can of his own accord inflict 
capital punishment on a soldier— can make a lieutenant 
command a captain — a colonel a general, or exact duty 
from either without allowing him his proper rank. How 
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the essence of rank consists in the superiority of com^ 
mahd, which it confers ; and any order of the president 
Hiaking an inferior disobey the' orders of hift snperioTi is 
a derogation of the rank of that superior, and produces a 
disorder, the removal of which necessarily exposes to dis- 
turbance, in a similar and equivalent degree, the authority 
of the presidenUover the superior. 

The order to Colonel Sparks required a direct and vio- 
lent disobedience to Grenend Jackson's command,* as that 
to Major Long efiected it. To have rendered these 
orders entirely legal and expedient, they should have been 
communicated through the commanding general. They 
would then have preserved the just equality between re- 
sponsibility and power, which the nature of delegated 
authority requires^ And insdea^ of causing one act of 
obedienc<^ i^nd one of disobediaice, they wdUld have pro- 
duced two acts of perfect obedience, through agents re- 
lated in due subordination to each other. The course 
pursued by the government, moreover, invjolwed the sig- 
nal injustice of fiting publiclj/ the proportion of €rene|pal 
Jackson's power and responsibility, upon which propor- 
tion, it must be presumed, he consented to assume the 
latter ; Bnd th^ privately, and without his knowledge, 
reducing the former below that proportion, by a proceed- 
ing much in the nature of an ex post facto law. The 
silence and hesitation persevered in, respecting his re- 
monstrances, while they tended to produce an impression 
that t^e reasons he advanced were not disapproved, cre- 
ated a stroni^ demand for the decisive measures he adopt- 
ed, and the fact which is but too apparent that the irregu- 
larity he complained of, was calculated, if continued, to 
disappoint the department, as well as the general, as it 
might be retorted by the latler in various perplexing 
ways, furnishes another strong objection to it. Its only 
excuse is a complete justification of it, where it can be 
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shown^ and a marked condemnatidn of it, where it cannot 
be shown ; yiz. necessity. To this &ir adfuatment and 
full redress. General Jackson brought this abuse in the 
service, and for the spirit and judgment he displayed on 
that occasion alone, he deserves the gratitude of the anny, 
and the respect of his felloinb-citizens. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Causes that led to the Seminole war — General Jackson 

m 

invades Florida — Is censured for xt — Defence of the 
measure — His letter to the governor of Georgia-^De- 
tail of the causes which elicited it — Destruction of the 
Cheha/w viUqge, and its consequences, 

OvR readers will recollect tliat in the month of August, 
1814, while a war existed between the United States and 
Great Britain, to which Spain h&d formally declared her- 
self neutral, a British force, not in the fresh pursuit of a 
defeated and flying enemy, not overstepping an imagi- 
nary and equivocal boundary between their own territo- 
ries, and those belonging, in some sort, as much to their 
enemy as to Spain ; but approaching by sea, and by a 
broad and open invasion of the Spsmish province, at a 
thousand miles, or an ocean's distance from an^ British 
territory, landed in Florida, took possession of Pensacola, 
and the fort of Barrancas, and invited by public procla- 
mations all the runaway negroes, all the savage Indians, 
all the pirates, and all the traitors to their country, whom 
they knew, or imagined to exist, within reach of their 
summons, to join their standard, and wage an exterinina- 
ting war against the portion of the United States, imme- 
diately bordering upon this neutral, and thus violated 
territory of Spain. The land commander of this British 
force, it will be recollected, was the &mous Colonel Ni- 
choll, of proclamation memory, who, driven from Pensa- 
cola by the approach of General Jackson, actually left, 
to be blown up, the Spanish fort of Barrancas, when he 
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found it could not afford him protection ; and evacuatiiig 
that part of ^he province, landed at anodier, established 
himself on the Apalachicola riyer, and there erected a 
fort, from which to sally forth with his motley tribe of 
black, white, and red combatants, against the defenceless 
borders of the United States, in that vicinity. A part of 
this force consisted of a corps of colonial marines, levied 
in the British colonies, in which George Woodbine was. 
a captain, and Robert Christie Ambrister was a lieute- 
nant. 

As between the United States and Great Britain, this 
transaction would have been buried in the same grave of 
oblivion, with other transactions of that war, had the hos- 
tilities of Colonel Nicholl terminated with the war. But 
he did not consider the peace which ensued between the 
United States and Great Britain, as having put an end, 
eithiBr to his military occupations, or to his negotiations 
with the Indians against the United States. Several 
months after the ratification of the treaty of Ghent, he re* 
tained his post, and his party-colored forces, in military 
array. By the ninth article of that treaty, the United 
States had stipulated to put an end, immediately after its 
ratification, to hostilities with all the tiribes or nations of 
Indians, with whom they might be at war at the time of 
the ratification, and to restore to them all the possessions 
which they had enjoyed in the year 1811. This article 
had no application to the Creek Nation, with whom the 
United States had already made peace, by a treaty con- 
cluded on the ninth day of August, 1814, more than four 
months before the treaty of Ghent was signed. Yet Co- 
lonel Nicholl not only afiected to consider it as applying 
to the Seminoles of Florida, and the outlawed Red Sticks, 
whom he had induced to join him there, but actually per- 
suaded them that tke^f were entitled, by virtue of the treaty 

of Ghent, to all the lands which had belonged to the 
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Creek nation, witlim the United States, in the year 1811, 
and that the government of Great Britain would support 
them in that pretension. He asserted also this doctrine 
in a correspondence with Colonel Hawkins* then the 
agent of the United States with the Creeks, and gave him 
notice in their name, with a mockery of solemnity, that 
they had concluded a treaty of alliance, offensive and de- 
fensive, and a treaty of navigation and'commerce, with 
Qreat Britain, of which more was to be heard after it 
should be ratified in England. Colonel NichoU then 
evacuated his fort, and took with him the white portion 
of his force, and embarked for England with several of 
the wr^ched savages, whom he was thus deluding to 
their &te, among whom was the prophet Francis or Hil- 
lis Hadjo, and left the fort, amply supplied with military 
stores and ammunition, to the negro department of his 
allies. It afterwards was known by the name of the Ne- 
gro Fort. 

Colonel Hawkins immediately communicated to our 
government the correspondence between him and NichoU, 
upon which, Mr. Monroe, then secretary of state, address- 
ed a letter to Mr* Baker, the British charge d'affaires at 
Washington, complaining of NichoU's conduct, and 
showing that bis pretence, that the ninth article of the 
treaty of Ghent could have any application to his Indians, 
was utterly destitute of foundation. Copies of the. same 
correspondence were transmitted to the minister of the 
United States, then in England, with instructions to re* 
monstrate with the British government against these pro- 
ceedii^ of NichoU, and to show how incopipatible they 
were with the peace which had been concluded between 
the two nations. Theae remonstrances were accordingly 
made, first in personal iQterview with Earl Bathurst and 
Lord Castlereagh, and afterwards in written notes ad- 
dressed successively to them* together with extracts firom 
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the dispatches of the American ministers to the secretary 
of state, reporting what passed at those interviews. 
Lord Bathurst, in the most unequivocal manner, confirm- 
ed the &cts, and disavowed the misconduct of NichoU ; 
declared his disapprobation of the pretended treaty of alli- 
ance, offensive and defensive, which he had made, assured 
the American minister that the British government had 
refused to ratify that treaty, and would send back the In- 
dians, whom NichoU had brought with him, with advice 
to make their peace on such terms as they could obtain. 
Lord Castlereagh confirmed the assurance that the treaty 
would not be ratified ; and if at the same time that these 
assurances were given, certain distinctions of public no- 
toriety were shown to the prophet Hillis Hadjo, and he 
was actually honored with a commission as a British of- 
ficer, it is to be presumed that these favors were granted 
him as rewards of past services, and not as encourage- 
ment to expect any support from Great Britain, in a con- 
tinuance of savage hostilities against the United States ; 
all intention of giving any such support having been re« 
peatedly and earnestly disavowed. 

The negro fort, however, abandoned by Colonel Ni- 
choU, remained on the Spanish territory, occupied by the 
banditti to whom he had lefl it, and held by them as a 
post from whence to commit depredations, outrages, and 
murders, and as a receptacle for fugitive slaves and male- 
fiictorsy to the great annoyance both of the United States 
and of Spanish Florida. 

In the year 181 T, Alexander Arbuthnot, of the Island 
of New Providence, a British subject, first appeared as 
an EngUsh trader in Spanish Florida, and as the succes- 
sor of Colonel NichoU in the employment of instigating 
the Seminole and outlawed Red Stick Indians to hoBtiIi« 
ties against the United States, by reviving the pretence 
that they were entitled to all the lands which had been 
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ceded by the Creek nation to the United Stshns, in J^u- 
gust, 1814. As a mere Indian trader, the intrusion of 
this man into a Spanish province was contrary to the po- 
licy observed by all the Eurc^pean powers in this hemi* 
sphere, and by none more rigorously than by Spain, of 
excluding all foreigners from intercourse with the Indians 
within their territories. It must be known to the Spanish 
government whether Arbuthnot had a Spanish license for 
trading with the Indians in Spanish. Florida, or not ; but 
they also know that Spain was bound by treaty to re« 
straiq by force all hostilities on the part of those Indians, 
against the citizens of the United States ; and it is for 
them to explain, how» consistently with those engage- 
ments, Spain could, contrary to all the maxims of her or- 
dinary policy, grant such a license to a foreign incendiary, 
whose principal if not his only object, appears to have 
been, to stimulate those hostilities which Spain had ex- 
pressly stipulated by force to restrain. In his infenial 
instigations he was but tQO successful. No sooner did he 
niake his appearance among the Indians, accompanied by 
the prophet Hillis Hadjo, returned from his expedition to 
England, than the peaceful inhabitants on the borders of 
the United States were visited with all the horrors of 
savage war ; the robbery of their property, and the bar- 
barous and indiscriminate murder of woman, infancy, and 
age. 

After the repeated expostulations, warnings, and ofiers 
of peace, through the summer and autumn of 181 7,. on 
the part of the United States, had been, answered only by 
renewed outrages, and after a detachment of 40 men, 
under lieutenant Scott, accompanied by seven women, 
had been ivaylaid and murdered by the Indians, orders 
We?e jivett lo General Jackson, and an adequate force 
was placed at his disposal, to terminate the war. It was 
ascertained, that the Spanish force in Florida was inade* 



(pkeie for tlie ptotection eren of the Spanish territory it- 
self, agamst this mingled horde of lawless Indians and 
negroes ; and although their devastations were committed 
within the limits of the United States, they immediately 
sought refuge within the Florida line, and there only 
were to be overtaken. The necessity of crossing the line 
was indispensable ; for it was from beyond the line that 
the Indians made their murderous incursions within that 
of the United States. It was there that they had their 
abode ; and the territory belonged in fact to them, al- 
though within the borders of the Spanish jurisdiction. 

Of all the sins that have been laid to General Jackson's 
charge, none have been branched out into the crimina- 
ting counts of an indictment, and reiterated with more 
spiteful tautology, than those relative to his conduct of the 
Seminole war. It has been said, in relation to it, that 
*« he invaded a neutral couittry in defiance of orders, and 
in violation of th«^ provision of the constitution, which 
intrusts the power of peace and war to the president of 
the United States." 

How far the invasion of Florida was in defiance of 
orders, may be determined by reference to the following 
documentary abstract. On the 9th of December, 1817, 
tke secretary of war ordered General Gaines, " should 
the Indians assemble in force on the Spanish side of the 
line, and persevere in committing hostilities, within the li- 
mits of the United States, in thai events to exercise a 
sound discretion^ as to the propriety of crossing the line 
far the purpose of attacking them, and breaking up their 
towns.** On the 16th December, he writes to the same : 
** Should the Seminole Indians still refuse to make repa- 
ration for their outrages and depredations oh the citizeiis 
of the United States,'*^ w ^Ae wish of the president^ that 
you consider 2fiOurself at liberty to march across the TUh 
rtda line, and attack them toithin its limitsJ*^ Soon after 
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this last order, the president received intelligence of the 
massacre of Mrs. Garrett and her family, and the shock- 
ing butchery of Lieutenant Scott and his detachment of 
forty men. Under the melancholy impression of these 
events, he had recQurse to the well known ^energy and 
talent of General Jackson, and called upon him to repair 
to the scene of danger, and ^' terminate the conflict." 

The first order he receivea, dated the 26th December, 
1817, recited ^* the increasing display of hostile inten- 
tions by the Seminole Indians,*' and authorized him to 
call on the executives of the adjoining states, for a mili* 
tary force sufficient "to beat the enemy," It also in- 
formed him, that General Gaines, his second in com- 
foand, had been directed "to penetrate from Amelia 
Island through Florida to the Seminole towns. With 
this view you may be prepared to concentrate your force, 
and to adopt the necessary measures, to terminate the 
conflict." It cannot be disputed that these orders, not 
only authorized General Jackson, but actually command- 
ed him, to invade Florida. 

He is informed that since the orders authorizing Gre* 
neral Gaines to " march across the Florida lines, and at- 
tack ^fsm Indians within its limits," were issued, the go- 
vernment had learnt " their increasing display of hostile 
intentions," in the murder of Mrs. Garrett and &kmily, 
and Lieutenant Scott and his men, and therefore General 
Gaines had been ** directed to penetrate from Amelia 
Island, through Florida, and co-operate in an attack on 
the Seminole towns, if his force were sufficient for that 
offensive operation ; and that with this view" he himself 
was expected " to concentrate his force and adopt the ne- 
cessary measures to terminate the conj9ict." With what 
view then, would we ask, was General Jackson " to con- 
centrate his force and adopt his measures t" The only 
answer that can he made is, with the view of *^ penetrating 
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into Florida," and carrying on within ita limits such mili- 
tary operations as would be ^* necessary to terminitfe the 
conflict/' What justification, rather what apology, can 
be offered by General Jackson's accusers, against the in- 
dignation W the American people, and the reproaches of 
truth, for declaring that this act of his was in *' defiance 
of orders ?" The orders themselyes correspond with the 
act, and the act conforms to the interpretation given to 
the orders by the goTemmei^ that issued them. On the 
26th of March, 1818, the president^ in a message t» con- 
gress, adverting to the course and spirit <^the Indian hos- 
tilities, says, '* Greneral Jackson was ordered to the theatre 
of action, charged with the management of the war, and 
vested with the powers necessary to give it effect." Ajpd 
on the 13th May following, the secretary of war writes 
to Governor Bib^ ** General Jackson is vested with full 
powers to conduct the war in the manner ha may judge 
best." Now how could General Jackson's discretion, 
which was intrusted with these full powers, fail to deter- 
mine on crossing the Florida line, in order to comply 
with his instructions, to ** beat the enemy," and to '^ ter- 
minate the conflict," when that enemy vras situated within 
the limits of Florida f It was totally impossiblar ^ / 

As this act of General^ Jackson was authorized and 
commanded by the president of the United States, whom, 
as « major general in the service^ he Was bound to obey, 
it is no^rt of his defence to disprove th^ allegation o( its 
being a violation of a provision of the constitution. This 
charge, were it sustainable^ would evidently miss Gene- 
ral Jackson and hit Mr. Monroe* But il was debated in 
the house of representativeB with intense eagerness for 
about three weeks ; was discussed by thirty-two members,* 
and enforced by all the boasiedmuiag^nksnt and eloquence 
of Mr. Clay, and yet was decided in the n^ative by a 
vote of one hundred to s^vei^jr. We btve only to remark* 
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that the eatianee of the AmericaB apay into FloTi<k, and 
their provisimial assertion of our belligerent rights, in 
the place of the abused or the derelict. authority of Spain, 
was no violation of neutrality^ mi«ch less an act of war, 
but strictly defensive ; authorized by the princij^e of self- 
preservation, which, is derived from the law of nature it- 
self; is recognized by the law of nations, and conduces to 
their mutual safety; and under the obligations of which, 
the president, to whom the constitution commits the de- 
fence of the nation, and the assertion of its rights, was 
bound to prosecute the war with the Seminole Indians to 
a speedy and successful issue. 

The right of self-defence, belonging to the nation, and 
coinmitted to the president, carried with it a right to the 
means of its exercise. The inability oi the Spanish 
authorities, or their unwillingness to preserve towards us 
the general obligations of neutrality, or to comply with 
the positive obligations of a treaty, binding them to restrain 
the Indians within their limits from hostilities against the 
citizens of the United States, brought General Jackson's 
military operations in Florida strictly vnthin the number 
of these means. But whether regarded as they rekte to the 
constitution of this country, or as they affected the rights of 
Spain, they are equally insufficient to inculpate General 
Jackson. He acted, like other commanders, imder the 
orders of his govemsE^ent, and these orders* lie executed 
with his usual energy and address* He was not respon- 
sible for their nature, or for the extent of operations which 
they Goanman&dt and therefore needed no defence. 

Presuming that otir readecs ar« c(mvineed that the 
invasion of Flozxda by Ge&«ral Jackson was not in 
*< defiaaee of onkrs," or a vii^ion <^ any provision of 
die constitmioOf we will pfoceed itt the detail of the subse* 
<{ae»t events of diis laemoadbhi eaflspaign* Soon alter 
the arrival of General Jackson in Georgia, preparatory to 
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bis. expedition into Florida, a highly impolitie measure 
adopted by the goverxior of that state elicited censure 
from General Jackson, His accusers assert* that a ^< spi- 
jrit of domination, fiery misrule, and impetuosity of tem- 
per,'* is displayed, in his celebrated letter to GoTemor Ra- 
bun, where he is made to say, " When I am in the field, you 
have no authority to issue a military order.'* The un- 
&imess of the extract, and the eircumstancea which eli* 
cited the expression from Greneral Jackson, will appear in 
the following detail of events : 

" When General Jackson assumed the direction of the 
Seminole war, he found General Gaines near Hartford, 
in Georgia, at the head of the contingent force of that 
state, which he speedily put into motion. Adi^ncing 
with his raw force of one thousand meii, in the direction 
of Fort Scott, he passed on rude rafts and scarcely practi* 
cable routes, the fenny swamps, and flooded rivers of that 
region, impelled by the energy of his character, and the 
hope of finding the supplies which had been ordered there, 
at. Fort Early. But when he reached that place, the dan- 
ger of famine was not abated, there being only a barrel 
and a half of flour, ^nd a few bushels of com, in the fort. 
Xn the neighborhood lived a small tribe of Indians, the 
Chehaws, whose friendship, though doubted, now proved 
sincere. ^ To these sons of the forest, in his extremity, he 
applied, desiring^them to bring iu sack supplies of com, 
peas, and potatoes, as they could spare, and promising 
liberal pay for them. They immediately brought a small 
supply, and on the general's encamping near their vil- 
lage, which lay directly in his route to Fort Scott, their 
aged chiefs Howard, the survivor of many wars with the 
kings of the forest and the foes of his tribe, received him 
as a brother, and the simple-hearted community emptied, 
almost tQ exhaustion, to relieve the wants of their guests, 
the small stock of food which had been collected for their 
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tfubsistence through the winter. Enthusiasm succeeding 
their kindness — the few warriors of the village joined the 
American standard, and it was only in compliance with 
Jackson's request, that the grandson of Howard, a youth 
of eighteen, was left to assist that patriarch of the woods, 
in attending to the old men, women, and children. Thus, 
confiding in the^ honor of General Jackson, and in the faith 
of the United States, the Chehaw villagers were left in 
complete exposure. But what had they to apprehend, or 
what had Greneral Jackson to apprehend for them? To 
the commanding officer of the small garrison left at Fort 
Early, he had given instruction to consider the Chehaws 
as friends, and there was no power behind him that could 
be dangerous to the allies of the United States. Having 
clasped the right hand of Howard in friendship, marshalled 
the warriors of the tribe, and assured the women of peace 
and protection, who, with their ** young barbarians,** wit- 
nessed his departure, he hastened onward to the theatre 
of war. 

Where the lion walks harmless, the wolf prowls most 
ferociously* A Captain Wright, of the Georgia militia, 
upon some fiailse infoi^mation, conceived and communicated 
to the governor the impression, that after the march of 
General Jackson from the vicinity of Hartford, hostilities 
had been committed on that s^ection of the frontier by the 
Phillimees and Oponees-*— subordinate or rather incorpo- 
rated septs of the Chehaw tribe. The governor, on this 
erroneous representation^ issued a very inconsiderate or- 
der, empowering the Captain to march at the head of two 
companies of cavalry, and such in&ntry as could be drawn 
from the garrison of Fort Early, against the suj^osed ag- 
gressors. It was in vain that the commanding officer there 
assured Captain Wright of the friendship and innocence 
of the Chehaws, and informed him of their recent-aid and 
hospitality to Geaieral Jackson. But why prolong: the 
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dreadful recital ?. The governor's party had the power 
and the will to destroy. They burst like a tempest on the 
devoted village. Helpless age and unresisting infancy 
they confounded in one torrent of destruction. The bay- 
onet, red with the blck>d of the in&nt, was plunged into 
the breast of the mother. The aged Howard, supported 
by his grandjson, advanced with a white flag^ and was 
shot with that emblem of £uth and peace in his feeble 
hand.. The same cruel volley dispatched his grandson — 
the village was given to the flames — the women an^ chil- 
dren to the edge of the sword, or they fled from instant 
slaughter, in terror and exile* to fiunine. Wider scenes 
of desolation have indeed been spread on the &ce of the 
globe, when Hyder descended lil^e a thunder-cloud from 
the mountains of Mysore, upon the plains of the Camatic 
—or when Turreau Idl La Vendee shrouded in soli- 
tude and ,ashes. But a deeper stain of dishonor, or a 
more intense visitation of .wo> was never s^en or inflicted, 
than at the secluded village of the Chehaws* The mas- 
sacre of IVyomittg was mercy to it^ and the revenge of 
Brandt, far less cruel than this amity of the United States. 
It violatedf at one blowr humanity, fri^dship, and the faith 
of treaties-^he obligatiQns of justicoi gratitude, and honor 
— and involved in its consequences the disgrace of the na- 
tion, the murder of oui citizens, and the probably renewal 
of the war* 'which was then almost concluded. Against 
this shameful outrage, the heart of Jackson arose, and he 
resented it with indignation* but not without dignity ; 
complaining to the executive of the United States, and re- 
monstrating with thfU of Georgia. To the former he says, 
(7th May, 1818,) " The outrage which has been commit- 
ted on the superannuated warriors, women, and children of 
the Chehaws, whose sons were then in the field, in the 
service of the United States, merits the severest chastise- 
ment. The interference, too, of the governor of Georgia, 
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with the duti^ imposed on me, claims the early atteati<m 
of the president. All the effects of my campaign may by 
this one act be destroyed, and the same scenes of massacre 
an J murder with which our frontier settlements have been 
visited, again repeated." To the latter, (7th May,) after 
referring to the massacre as ** base and cowardly," and 
t» an inclosed copy of Geneml Glascock's letter detailing 
it, he observes, ** That a governor of a state should make 
war against an Indian tribe at perfect peace with and xm- 
def the protection of the United States, is assuming a re- 
sponsibility that I trust you will be able to excuse to the 
United States, to which you will have to answer ;" and he 
adds, ** you, as governor of a state within my military divi- 
sion, have no right to give a military order when I am in 
the field." This last is the phrase which General Jack- 
son's accusers have **tom from its context," and repeated 
with an aggravating abbreviation, and in alarminig italics. 
** When I am in the field ywi "kavt nd right to tsstce a 
military orderJ*^ Now, although the negation may at 
first appear too general, yet tfat context plainly limits it 
to the field of command on which Jackson was then em- 
ployed. It obviously was not his intention to say that the 
governor had no right to regulate the militia concerns of 
his state, or to order out quotas iii the service of the Uni- 
ted States ; but that he had no right, as governor of Geor- 
gia, to interfere with his duties, by operations extraneous 
to th^ sovereighty of the state, and hostile to the Indians 
at peaqe with and under the protection of the United States. 
In this he was perfectly right, and evinced a disposition 
to preserve rather than to disturb the harmony so desirable 
between the states and the general government. The 
power of making war is vested exclusively by the consti- 
tution in the federal gdvemment, and the equivalent duty 
imposed on it of guarantying the integrity and indepen- 
dence of the several stater. This duty, the federal go*. 
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rexnmeaai was tksn in the act of ducharging m &T01 of 
die state 06 Geor^; And yet, acccording to General 
Jaekaon'a accusers, the governor of <^eogria was to in* 
terrupt its military operations, and to murder its friends 
and allies, without the yoice of remonstrance or admo- 
nition. Let us suppose, for a moment, that after Ge- 
neral Brown had conchided a friendly agreement with 
the Buffalo Iffdians, and with their supplies of provisions 
and men, had invaded Canada, Governor Tompkins had 
come on his track, burnt the friendly village, «nd destroyed 
or dispersed its inhabitants. Would it have been an un- 
pardonable ofience in General Brown to remonstrate 
against that outrage, and to inform Governor Tompkins 
that he had transcended his authority ? Would it have 
displayed a **^ dangerous spirit^ of domination^" or an ho- 
norable feeling of justice and humanity ? And would it 
have exposed Greheral Brown to the suspicion «nd exe- 
cration of his fellow citizens, or entitled him to their ap- 
probation and support ? The acquaintance of those with 
history who accuse Gei^ral Jackson should remind th^n 
that the taking of Saguntum, while in alliance* with the 
Romans, was the immediate catise of the second Piinic 
war, and that the destruction of that city excited a digni- 
fied resentment in the Roman people, which defeat afler 
defeat, and slaughter after slaughter, t^ould not subdue, 
and gave a moral interest as well as a political force 
to the vengeful expression of the elder Cajto, " delenda est 
Carthago." Not to mention other examples of feeling 
repugnant to the sentiments with which they contemplate 
the sensibility of General Jackson for the fate of. the Che- 
haws, the pride which on a late occasion England took in 
stretching forth her power as an cegis over her ** ancient 
ally,^* may be cited — when Mr. Canning, as the organ of 
his country, declared to the nations in a tone of generous 

defiance, that when the march of foreign conquest fonchei 
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the frontiers of Portugal, it must stay its-haughtp step. 
Yet while we admire the spirit of the £om&n people and 
of. the English statesman, we ure persuaded to helieve 
that when our own patriot protested against an outrage on 
humanity, a violation of &ith, and a usurpation of autho- 
rity, acquiescence in which would have stained with dis* 
grace our common sense, our common natiure^ and our 
common country, he displayed a " fiery misrule of tern* 
per," and ^* a dangerous spirit of domination." 

It may, perhaps, be within the extensive circle of 
their sophistry to contend "that the governor of Greorgia, 
as the head of a sovereign state, had a right to make war 
on the Indians, the right of war being an incident inse- 
parable from sovereignty. Waiving the constitutional 
pact between the states and the federal government, and 
the laws of congress placing the Indian tribes und^ the 
control and keeping of the United States, which would at 
once defeat this course of argument, it will be enough to 
observe, that even if the governor had the right of waging 
this war, he was bound to prosecute it according to. the 
law of nations and the usages of war» These would 
have rendered it his duty to ascertain first, whether the 
injury he complained oi was really committed by the 
Ghehaws — and if it were, secondly, whether the authori- 
ties of that tribe would make, or refuse proper reparty* 
tion. This is the practice of all civiHzed states— is that 
of the United States— rand was exemplifiedin the 4ate dis- 
turbance with the Winnebagoes. So that, conceding the 
right of war to the govempr, his violation of the laws 
and usages of war to the injury of the Chehaws, justly 
exposed him to the remonstrances of General Jackson, 
who, as an officer of the United Stutes, the guest of the 
venerable Howard, and the c<Hnmander of the Ghehaw 
warriors, was in strict alliance with that tribe,, and bound 
to protect it. The fefit is, that the g^overnor of Georgia 
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was, for a timoy so in&tuated, as ta consider his official 
dignity invaded, and his power encroached upon Vy this 
remonstrance of the general, and ui^der that impression 
wrote a letter to him^ reminding hiija of Georgia's " bleed- 
ing frontier," and taunting him with affecting *' a military 
despotism.'* The fact is, too^ that tlus, his letter, made its 
gasconading appearance in a Georgia journal, before it 
was received by the general, and fell into disreputable 
obliyion soon afler. And the probability is, that the ge- 
neral's accusers, who, though prodigal in charges, are 
penurious in proofs, have been guided to this buried slan- 
der by a sense for de&mation as keen and creditable as 
that which leads certain winged g7io$tics to the carcasses 
of the dead. But it has as little truth as fragrance. For 
from the time the GreoYgia brigade encamped on the Oak- 
mulgee, andimder the conduct of G^ieral Jackson, march- 
ed by the way of Fort Early to Fort Scott, up to the close 
of the war, the southern frontier of that state could neither 
have bled nor been exposed. — ^A thousand men, either sta- 
tioned on that frontier, or penetrating from it into the In- 
dian country, natundly bore off any thing like hostility ; 
and accordingly General Jackson met with no opposition 
until he reached the Mickasuky towns, at least 150 i^es 
south of Hartford. Besides, the Tennessee contingent, 
consisting also of 1000 men, had marched on 14th of Feb^ 
from Fayetteville, in Tennessee, under the conmiand of 
<])olonel Hayne, of the United States army, and after 
reaching Fort Mitchell, on their way to join General Jack- 
son at Fort Scott, had information that their rations, which 
had given out, could not be replenished in the direction of 
Fort Scott, filed off to the kfl, and by a route nearly pa. 
rallel to the advanee of Jackson, had passed into Georgia, 
at Hartford ; where Colonel Hayne with 400 ihen re- 
mained for the protection of that frontier, . until after the 
period at which Groyemor Rabun represented it to be 
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^Ueedmg.'* Thtte eould tlierdbre hare been no feal 
cause, as there was no possiUe justification, for the attack 
on the C^iehaws ; and of this the goVernor himsdf was 
soon sensible, for in ^ letter of the llth May, from Mill- 
edgeyiDe, Qeneral Glascock says to General Jackson, 
^I had an interview with die agent and the governor, 
and they have concluded that a talk will immediately be 
held with the chiefs of that place — ascertain the amount 
of property destroyed, and make ample reparation for the 
same. This is at once acknowledging the impropriety of 
the attack, and not in the least degree throwing off the 
stigma that will be attached to the states'' 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

General Jackson arrives at Fort St. Marks — Captures it 
— Censures of him for ^is operatioTi^ in Florida — Cir^ 
eumstanees justifying his acts — Arhvithnot and Ambris- 
ter — Their agency in producing the Seminole war^^ 
Justification of their punishment — Detail of th^ particu- 
lars of the Seminole war as given by General Jackson, 

Whi|.e the unfortunate affair of the Chehaws was 
trs^nspiring, Greneral Jackson was proceeding in the direc- 
tion of Fort St. Marks. Its situation was in the interior of 
Florida^ on a river of the same name ; and had long been 
the scene of the most ne&rious designs, and the starting 
point from which marauders, depredators, and murderers, 
had taken their departure. This place he captured, and 
from it he directed his operations against the Seminoles 
yet unsubdued. As every act of G^ieral Jackson during 
this campaign has been made the subject of the' severest 
animadversion, we have been necessitated to incorporate 
the detail of it with a defence of his measures, and to 
render that defence acceptable to our readers, we have 
availed ourselves of the masterly productions of the wri- 
tex alluded to in our pre&ce, whose admirable defences 
of General Jackson's public acts on various occa8i<ms» we 
have ofien made our readers ^miliar with in the course of 
this volume. General Jackson is charged with having 
^ decoyed and slaughtered the Indians while at St. 
Marks." -^i 

The subject of this charge is indissolubly connected 
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with the crimes and fate of Arbuthnot and Asabriater^ 
and blends itself intimately with General Jackson's ope- 
rations in Florida. But the scene of these transactions 
is so remote and obscjire— covered by untravelled wilder* 
nessesy unmeasured swamps, and undefined jurisdietiona — 
the characteri^ upon which they operate so notorious and 
yet so unknown, their allegiance so diversifiedi and their 
motiyes so various, that the attention ot ever a fair in- 
quirer is often bedimmed and confounded in their study^ 
as the strongest eye is mocked in-pursuing the even chang- 
ing reflection from agit^ed wi^er. In their present state 
of indigestion, they form a xoass of rubbiah, behind which 
every scribbler who chooses to revile General Jackson, 
and hopes to delude the public, entrenches himself* 

The draif^atis personee engaged in the catastrophe 
which Jackson is accused of producing, were — Lieut. 
Col. NichoU, of the British artillery — ^Woodbine, an Eng- 
lish adventurer of fine address and desperate morals, 
trainer of hostile Indians, with the title if not the rank 
of captain, and in that respect, adjunct and successor of 
Nicholl — Arbuthnot, a Scotchman, who had left his wife 
in Europe, married a colored one in- the West Indies^ 
and with a son by the former taken a trading position in 
Florida-, got himself elected chief of the Indians at war 
with the United States, and as such had sanctioned the 
butchery of Lieutenant Scott and his party — Ambrister, 
a half officer and half buctsanier, who, with the commis- 
sion of ** auxiliary lieutenant of colonialmarines," given 
by Admiral Cochrane during the war with this country, 
was taken three years after the peace, leading the Indians 
and fugitive negroes in the battle against the troops of the 
United States. Hambly and Doyle, subjects of Spain, 
agents of a commercial firm in Pensacola, driving the 
Indian trade in an establishment on the Apalachicola, and 
&Vtr«rs of peaeer^Oook, clerk to A^ulhnot, also in fit- 
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vor of peace — ^Francis or Hillis Hadjo, chief of the pro- 
ph^s of the Creek Nation, appointed hy Tecnmseh in his 
insurrectionai visit to the southern tribes in the fall of 
1^12, an inveterate enemy of the United States, had re- 
fused to unite with his countrjrmen in the capitulation of 
Fort Jackson, abandoned his country, and at the head of 
the outlawed Red Sticks, had taken refoge and protection 
with the Seminoles in Florida, instigated them to rapine 
and murder, and had witnessed and encouraged the m.as- 
sacre of lieutenant Scott and his party — Hemithlimaco, 
a Red Stick chief, the principal warrior of the prophet, 
and principal perpetrator of that massacre. 

The motives and liabilities of these men were as va- 
rious as their names and nations. The motive of Nicholl 
was success in his profession and service to his country, 
stained with the design of debasing the chivalry of war, 
by the employment of savage associates. To this Wood- 
bine added, and in a predominating degree, the in&mous 
desire of plunder and profit. Lucre was the sole object 
of Arbuthnot,_and his means for procuring it were saga- 
cious and unscrupulous-^-proposing to acquire an influ- 
ence over all the surrounding Indian tribes, by means of 
it to disturb their existing relations with their civilized 
neighbors, both as to territory and trade, and to engross 
"the entire profits of the latter. A mixed and unprincipled 
thirst for gain and for fame, .seems to have actuated Am- 
brister* Interest, which incited Arbuthnot and Ambrister 
to produce confijsion, made Hambly and Doyle anxious to 
preserve peace. Cook was engaged to be married to a 
gfiri in New Providence, and felt therefore an inordinate at- 
tachment to life, and little disposition to run the hazards 
of lis employer, Arbuthnot. The " self-exiled" prophet, 
lovinjf his country less than he hated her enemies, was 
filled with revenge for the disasters of the Creek war, for 
the loss of influence which they had occasioned him, for 
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the severities which his refusal to subnait to the capitula* 
tion of Fort Jackson had occasioned him, and for the "ex- 
emplary punishment" denounced against him by the or- 
der of the secretary of war, (IGth January, 1818,) which 
was committed for execution to Greneral Jackson. He 
was further stimulated by the pride of character, which a 
late visit to England, and a flattering reception from the 
prince regent, had inspired, and by the hope of reviying 
the hostile spirit, of the Creeks, and regaining his former 
influence and possessions. With a hatred to the United 
States equally passionate and fierce, Hemithlimaco was 
infuriated by a natural thirst for carnage, superstitious re- 
verence for the prophetical dignity of Francis, and habit- 
ual eagerness to execute his most brutal purposes. 

The agency of these individuals, impelling, moderat- 
ing, or counteracting each other, and deriving more or less 
encouragement and aid from the Spanish authorities, had 
kept up a state of hesitating war, but unremitting robbery 
and bloodshed, on our southern frontier, ever since the ter- 
mination of the Creek war, in August, 1814. In its least 
ofiensive but most dangerous form, it was repelled by Gre- 
neral Jackson, when he dislodged the British armament 
from Pensacola, in November of that year. We have be- 
fore attempted to show how, with more than a mother's 
care, a patriot's fire, and a statesman's foreisight, on the 
first intelligence of its appearance there, he flew unor- 
dered to the protection of Mobile, and fortified and gar- 
risoned Fort Bowyer. How, while he awakened by dis- 
patches the vigilance of the cabinet,' just composed afler 
the capture of Washington — he roused the patriotism of 
the people, and calling on Cofl!ee and his volunteers with 
a voice in which they heard the trump of fame, he forced 
the British to abandon Pensacola, and the Spaniards to 
maintain their neutrality. How, after securing the left 
flank of his extensive line of defeiice, penetirable by rivers. 
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ttiid aoeessible by'baysylte passed with increclible expedition 
to the hanks of the Mis^ssippi, widi little other aid from 
the gfotemmezit than stale intelligence and diplomatic di' 
recti^$, with arms, flints, and money, collected -by him<^ 
self, wkh rawf unfurnished, and inferior forces, he van- 
quished both in attack and defence, the most formidable 
veterans of Eiitope, and* surpassed in skill and courtesy ,* 
faet renowned and accomplished generals. Since the 
peace with England, these lawless disturbances had been 
continued by forays of rapine and murder, principally on 
the southern borders of Georgia, which, after some move- 
m^ts of troops, many talks with the Indians, and much 
cUplomacy with Spain, were persevered in until the fall of 
1817'— murder and .military execution were committed on 
our unsui^ecting^ sc^diers and helpless women and chil- 
dren. Public opinion now appealed to the government, 
a;nd the government to General Jackson. He took the 
field, and with that unerring aim of judgment and courage, 
whieh« like the noble instinct of the mastiS", springs right 
at the heart, he penetrated and destroyed the sources of 
this eruel and in&mous war, with the utmost possible ex- 
pedition and the least practicable bloodsheds Without 
proviftions, and with a force of only 1000 raw militia and 
Ii»&ins, to whom too he was a stranger, he entered Flo* 
rida, built Fort Gadsden, routed the Indians at Micasuky^ 
ic^ind in their village neat 300 old scalps, and on the pro- 
phet's Ted pole SO fresh ones, most of them recognized by 
the hair to have belonged to the unfortunate party of Lieu* 
tesoaiit Sootti Here, ascertaining from the prisoners that 
a part of &e ^nemy had fled to St. Marks, and also as- 
certaining the <:timinal eomplietty of the conimandant, he 
fomied a det^inination to prevent any frirther abuse of 
SpaiHsh Aeutraiity^aad Amertc&n rights, andlook posses- 
8ton of that fert neo a ■ w here he found ** the advocate for 
peace," Airhudui^ who, with the miitoeeot and vacant 
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look peculiar to his countrymen when they meditate 
shrewd and dangerous designs, sat an unconoerned guest 
at the table of the commandant. From St. Marks, dk- 
covering that the remnant of the routed Indians and ne- 
groes had retreated down the west coast of East Florida, 
in the direction of Woodbine's grand depot of Virginia 
and Greorgia runaway slaves, he pursued and overtook 
them near the Econfinnah swamp, where some were kill- 
ed, many taken, and the only woman, who escaped death 
from the murderers of Lieutenant Scott, recaptured. The 
enemy retreating to the Suwancy were not allowed time 
to renew their strength or courage, but were again at* 
tacked and routed, with such a loss and dispersion, that 
the victors hoped they had finished the war. ^ ^ 

On this occasion Ambrister was made |Mrisoner, The 
army returned to St.. Marks, where the general, having 
received information from the governor of Alabama, that 
a large body of hostile Indians who had been committing 
fresh murders on the Alabama, w^e assembling near 
Pensacola, and were there freely admitted and constantly 
furnished with means of subsistence and war, he deter- 
mined to cut off this last head of the Hydra-^o supply 
any defect of will or power that might exist on the part 
• of the governor to observe his neutrality, and to occupy 
that place for a. time also. Marching by the Ocheesee 
Bluffs, he was confirmed in his intention by finding the 
navigation of the Escambia occluded to his supplies. .He 
therefore proceeded, and entering Pensacola on the 94th 
of May, he took Fort Barrancas on the 27th--^having, in 
his short campaign of three months, and with an undis* 
ciplined force, varying from one to two thouaemd, overrun 
a country larger than Italy — ^forced a Parthian enemy 
three times ta action, and tl^ough once inferior in numbers, 
thrice dei^ted him ; without any materials for a military 
tridge, haying passed rivers as large and as deep a« tka 



Po or the Adige — ^without othiBr subsistence frequently 
than acorns, raw hides and water, having marched more 
thaii 800 miles ; with scarce any artillery, having taken 
by force or intimidation three fertresses, and with little 
more than the energies of his own great mind terminated 
forever this savage, servile, and piratical war. It was a 
subject of glory to Pompey the Great, that after having 
wonted Sertorius, he should agree to conduct the war 
against the pirates. When General i^ckson. undertook 
the Seminole war, he had defeated the best troops, and 
among the finest generals of Europe, and terminated the 
mosf glorious campaign of the age. Yet he is found as 
ardent and persevering against these hordes of savages 
and slaves, as sincerely devoted to the country, as any 
young aspirant for fame, little dreaming that in the bosom 
of that country, mgratittide was to hatch a brood of vam- 
pires! , 

During these operations, it happened that the prophet 
Francis and his inMrument Kenhagee, king of the Mis- 
sissukian, in whose town the 350 scalps were found, had, 
after the murder of Lieutenitnt Scott and his party, seized 
Hainbly and Doyle, at the instigation of Arbuthnot, under 
whose authority as chief, and that of Francis, they were 
tried in councihand sentenced to be tortured to death, for 
their friendship to the United States. From this wretched 
&te they were rescued by the spirited interference of a 
negro, Nero, the commander of 60 other negroes in. the 
service of the hostile chief Bowlegs, and were by his 
agency conveyed, as prisoners of Arbuthnot, and his In- 
dians, to St. Marks, for sale keeping. Here they were re- 
ceived by the eomtnandant as {prisoners, and here they 
saw numerous evidences of the participation of the Spa- 
nish authorities in the Seminole warrbut escaping in a ca- 
noe, they were taken up by Lieutenant M'Keever, of the 
United States navy, in the adjacent bay. With a sort d* 
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ie coiiieidmace, it cfune to pass that die durst for blood 
having risda in the breast of the prophet and his warrior 
Himithlimaco, they soon repeiitied the rescue of Hambly 
and Do]ide, and came to St. Marks in quest of them, just 
after they had made theirescape. With the ferocious per* 
severance of wolves, ihey pursued their flight along the 
coast, hoping that weather or weariness would force thesn 
ashore, and soon descried a vessel at anchor, with British 
colors flying tA the mast head. — ^Af^er some reconnoiter- 
iog they went aboard, were conducted into the cabin whe|« 
they &und Hambly and Doyle, who imiiDLediat^y id^iti* 
fying them as the milrderers of Lieutenant Scott and his 
party, and their own captors and tormentors, they were 
put in irons by Lieutenant. M'Keever. These circum- 
stances being all made known to General Jackson, by a 
mass of proof and undisputed notoriety, in ccmformity 
with the order of the secretary of war ** to inflict ez^n- 
plary punishment on the authors of the atrocities'^ com- 
mitted on Lieutenant Scott's party, and Mrs. Garrett'a &- 
mily, he had them hung, in accordance with the principles 
of the law of nations, and in obedience to the dictates of 
humanity, which their atrocities had outraged, and to 
which the terror -and example of their &te was a just sa* 
criflce, and proved a salutary propitiation* 

The reader will see that the oiily decoying was prac- 
ticed by Lieutenant M*Keever, and before he can agree to 
censure that, it must be shown that our naval officers bad 
no right to use such stratagems as the officers of other 
nations practice, ahhough the colors of all nations are fur- 
nished them ht diis express purpose. These Indians were 
taken by stratagem and surprise as Andre was, and like 
that unfortunate officer, who never violated a feeling of 
humanity, they were ^* slaughtered" — that is, they were 
hung. In this punishment, as justice, humanity, and the 
law of nadons were satisfied, it is to be observed that they 



being out of the United States, our own laws were not 
concerned. Had they been brought within our limits all 
their crimes must have gone unpunished — ^for they had 
not violated our municipal, or maritime, or martial laws. 
But the law of nations vests the right of retaliation in the 
commanding general, and the imbecility or dishonor of 
the Spanish authorities having justified the assertion of 
our belligerent rights, it was the duty of General Jackson 
to fulfil the instructions of his government and bring these 
murderers to punishment. 

Let us now come to the case of Arbuthnot. From th^ 
recaptured American wotnan, who was the sole remain- 
ing survivor of Lieutenant Scott's party — ^from Cook, his 
clerk — from Phenix, his acquaintance — ^from letters and 
papers fDund in a vessel of his, captured in the mouth of 
the Suawney, and others obtained from the Indians by 
our agent, it was proved incontestibly that ^^ this advocate 
for peace," by misrepresenting the terms of the treaty of 
Ghent— the conduct of the American and the intentions 
of the British government, had incited in time of peace 
the Seminole Indians to hostilities against the United 
States. That to aid those hostilities, he had applied in 
behalf of the Indians, to various functionaries of Britain 
for supplies, and to disguise them for protection. That 
he had inrnished them with intelligence and ammunition, 
for military purposes, and had given them advice and or- 
ders in the management of the war. That he had directed 
the seizure and presided at the condemnation of Hambly 
and Doyle in consequence of their being " the advocates 
for peace" with the United States. That he had instigated 
and countenanced ithe massacre of lieutenant Scott and 
his party, consisting of about forty American citizens. 
That as an Indian chief, he had permitted our gallant 
officers to be assassinated, our brave soldiers to be butch- 
ered and their helpless wives to be murdered, or with more 
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hoiribto emeltjT ftpuei to soe. thoir ioiuito *« taken by tbm 
hoeto aad thrii^ bndns dashed oat agojttst the sides of the 
boftt." And that when one of the ^wo women who had 
been spared (the wife of an American serjeant) was from 
l^regnaney no longer able to keep up with the march, of 
l^r oaptoi8» this ^^advocaite for peace*' ordered her to be 
put to death, and that accordingly she was bayoneted 
through the womb I From the same and other soiLrces of 
pfoof it was demonstrated that Ambrister had not only in* 
stigated the Indians to war against the United States, but 
had actually joined thfisa with a party of runaway negioes 
and led' them in battler-shaving used his commission aa a 
British officer (a nation with which we were at peape) to 
promote his pernicious influence among them, and having 
endeavored by force to convert a Spanish fortreira into a 
place of savage hostility Against the United States. 

These are the men whose crimes had destroyed so ma- 
ny innocent lives» for the sake of otter-skins and runaway 
id^es, and whose punishment is lamented with such di^ 
nified sorrow by the enemies of General Jackson^ The 
evidence against them siatisfied a court of gallant and in« 
telligent. officers of their guilt — satisfied the represenla>- 
tives i»d the government of the nation— rand convinced 
the courtSiOf Spain and of England of the justice of their 
punishment. And yet because ii is too voluminous and 
initj^icate to be readily examined, they found upon it im* 
putations, which with the rancorous, have the retributive 
property of iiyustice, and though aimed at the reputation 
of another,, will only afiect their own. (3) 

Should the preceding brief sketch and defence of Qene- 
ral Jackson'a conduct, in the Seminole war, prove unsa- 
tisfactory to our readers, we beg leave to invite their 
perusal ^ the following detail of the particulars of that 
ca^^paiign aa given by the general in his reports to the 
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deemed isnperfluotts, the reader will easily avoid It hf 
{proceeding forthwith to the commencement of the ruett 
chapter^ On the %th of March, 1818, the geneifal reports * 
aa fellows : 

•*On the 9th niataht, I reached Fort Scott, with the 
brigade of Georgia militia, 9Q0 bayonets strong, and some 
oi the "friendly Oeeks, who had joi^d me on my march 
« few days before ; where, finding but one quart of com 
per man, and a few poor cattle» which, added to the live 
pork I brought along, would give us three days rations 
of meat, determined me at once to use this small supply 
to the best advantage. Accordingly, having been advised 
by Colonel Gibson, quartermaster general, that he would 
sail from New Orleans on the 13th February, with the 
supplies; and being also advised, that two sloops with 
provisions were in the bay, and an officer had l^een dei^ 
patched from Fort Scott, in a large keel boat, to bring up 
a part of their lading ; and deeming that the preservation 
df those supplied would be to preiserve the army, ieind 
ensble me to prosecute the campaign, t aissumed the 
command on the morning of the 10th» ordered the live 
stock slaughtered and i&rsued to the tro<^, with one qtHitt 
of corn to each man, and the Hue of march to be taken 
up at 13 meridian. Having to cross the Flint river, and 
it being very high, combined with some neglect in re- 
tumiugthe boats during a very dark night, t was unabfe 
to move from the opposite bank until nine o'clock on thfe 
momfeg of the 11th, when I took up my line of march 
down the east bank of tho river for'this place, touching 
the river as often a;s practicable, looking fos the provision 
boat which was ascending, and which 1 was fortunate 
enough to meet on the 13th instant, when I ordered an 
extra ration to the troops, they not having received a fdtt 
one of meal or flour, since 4heir arrival at Foit Early. 
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Oil that day, my patroles captured three prisoners, an^ 
found some hiddbn com. On the morning oi the 14ith, I 
ordered the beat down the riyei^ to this pkce, whilst I 
descended by land, and reached here without interruption 
on the morning of the 16th. The eligibility of this spot, 
as a depot» d^ermined me,, and I mmiediately directed 
my aidnde-camp, Lieutenant Gadsden of the ^igineer 
corps, to funush a plan for, and superintend the erection 
o( a fortification. His talents and indefatigable seal dis* 
played in the execution of this order, induced me to name 
it Fort Gadsden, to which he is justly entitled. 
. «« On my arriyal here, I immediately despatched' the 
boat to the bay for the balance oi provisicms known .to bo 
there, and to ascertain whether the flotilla^ in charge of 
Colonel Gibson, had reached there ; and which resumed 
on the 19th, with the unpleasing intelligence that nothing 
had been heard ham. the flotilla from New Orleans, since 
it was seen passing Fort Bowyer. I immediately put 
the troops on half rations, and pushed the completion of 
the fort for the protection of the pvoTisions, in the event 
of their arrival, intending to march forthwith to Uie* heart 
of the enemy,^ uid eBdeaifor to subsist upon him. In-the 
mean time, I despatched Major Fanning, of the £orps of 
artillery^ to take another look into the bay ; whose r^arn, 
on the morning of the 23d, brought the information that 
Colcmel Gibson«. with one gun-boat and three transports, 
and others in sight, were in the bay. Qiv the aaxae night, 
I received other information, that no more had ^n^ved. 
I ami, therefore, apprehensive that som^ of the smaller 
vessels have been lost, as one gun-boat went to pieces, 
and another when last spoken had one foot water in her 
hold. All of the vessels had been i^ken after a gale 
which dispersed them. A north and northwest wind haa 
prevailed for six days, but has fortunately^changed thia 
morning. I am now fiwaitii^ a boat from tl^ bay, (^hich 



i» expected tp-<biy) to compile eight daya ratiQna lor d^ 
tirpqpsy^ upon which I mean to march. 

** From information received from Pensacola and N^w 
Orleans, I have no doubt \mt that Bu Marks is in posses- 
sion of the Indians. . The governor of Peiisacola informed 
Captain Call, of the 1st in&ntry> (now here) that the In- 
dians had demanded arms, ammunition, and provisions, 
or the possession of the garrison of St. JMarks, of the com- 
mandant,, and that he presumed possession would be 
given firom inability to defend it; The Spanish govern- 
ment is bound by treaty to keep the Indians at peace with 
us; they have acknowledged iheir incompetency to do 
this, and are consequently bound, by th^ law of nature 
and nations, to yield us all ^facilities to reduce them. — 
Under this consideration, should I be able, I will take 
possession of the garrison as, a. depot for my Si^iplies, 
should it be found in the hands of the Spanish garrison, 
they haying supplied the Indian^ ; but if in the hands of 
our enemy, I will possess it for the benefit of the United 
States, as a necessary position for me to hold, to give 
peace and security to this frontier, and put a final end to 
IniUan war&re in ibm south. 

" Finding it very difficult to supply Port Crawford, on 
the Conecuh river, by land, I have ordered the supplies 
lor thcU garrison, by water, and written to the governor 
of P^asaci^a, that if he interrupts them during the pre- 
sent Indian war, I shall view it^as aiding pur enemy, and 
treat M lus an act of hostility, and stated to him the pro- 
priefy, 4iad^ existing circumstances, of his affording all 
&cil^e8 to pjat down their^ pwn, as well as our enemies,r 
and that our goveminei^, whilst negofiatipg, can take 
this subject under consideration^ but in t^ mean time, 
our provisions must pass to Fort Crawford, without in- 

** In mine of the I4th Fd>rtiary fr^oa Hartford, J inr- 



Aimed yoa of dw measureff adopted to pmcme mspfSerf 
and in my last of the Mth, ftmn Fort Early^ I mlbimed 
jTon of th^ sitaatieQ. To thoee communications I b^ 
teate to i^er you. I ha^e only to addr that I left Foit 
Early fi>r Fort Scott^ and sabsisted my troops on gtonndr 
pease, com, and some pevk, that I could occasionally pro^ 
euie from the Indians, with some pork fh^t I had on fb^t, 
the whole subsistence for man and hone, not coetiBjg^'fiYe 
hnndred declare. Of all the suppHes purchased ^r the 
relief of Fort Scott, and the support of the Georgia mfli* 
tia, not one pound was received undl I passed Fort Scott. 
I said in my last,, that blame rested^ somewhere; the 
cause of those Mlures, will in due ^ne, be a subject of 
investigation, and Colonel Qfearly has been arrested on 
the application of Greneral Gaines; 

** By some strange &tality, uniiccoimtable to me, the 
Tennessee volunteers have not yet joined me. They 
promptly left their homes^ and through the inclement 
weather, reached Fort Mtchell,. where I had ordered 
them supplies, and where Colonel Ha3rne, who led tl^mv 
met my instructions to pass by Fort^ Gaines, where he 
would, get a supply of com, that would enable him to reach 
Fort Scott ; but the idea of starvation had stalked abroad ^ 
a panic appears to have i^read itself every where^ and he 
was told that they were starving at Foits Gaines and 
ScOtt, and was induced lo pass into Georgia for supplies* 
His men and officers, as reported to me» were willing to 
risk the worst of consequences, on what they had, to join 
me; however they have been marched iram their- sup- 
plies, to a country stripped of them^ when every consi- 
deration should have induced his advisers to haVe vaged. 
him on to seci^e the supplies' iii the bay, and preserved 
themselves and Fort Scott from starvation. I have a hope 
that thiey will join me before I reach St. IWbirks, or the 
towns J this would be d^simble, as the troops or- 



dured from NevOrbKos to protect tlie avyfrikst ha^e not 
readied the bayr todleamg ffanriaoiiftttt Porta Scott aod 
Gi|d8<leii weakona my fi»ce mucht the whole ^fectiv« 
atreugth of the regular being but tfasee hundred md aizty 
privates. 

^Mn mine of the 2BA v&. from Port Early, infiirmed 
3F0U that. despatches received by General Gaines cm the 
likh ultuno from the eomrnanding officer at Port Scott^ 
induced him to aet out that nig^t fox Fort Scett, to prevent 
its. aiendcMmiient* ^e. In his passage down the Flint 
tiviert he was i^feipwredced, by which he lost his assis* 
(mt adjutant general. Major C. Wright, and two soldiers, 
droWned. The g^ieral reached me six days after, near** 
ly eadiMisted with hunger aiyi cold^ having lost his bag- 
gage and clothing, and being compelled to wander in the 
vroodafour and a half days without any thing to subsist on, 
or any clothing except a pair of pantalooaa. I am happy 
to have it in my power to say that he is now with me at 
tbs head of his brigade in good health. . 

" vThe great scarcity of subaltern ofBeers in the 4th and 
"Ml regiments of infimtry, has^ induced me to appoint se- 
veral young moa present, as second lieutenants in those 
regiments, who, from personal knowledge and good re- 
commendations, I have no doubt will prove themselves 
wottfay, and trust the ^measure' will Tn&ei the approbation 
of the president A list of their names, and the regi- 
ments to whidi they are attached* will he furnished the 
ai^xitant and inspector general by my adjutant general*, 

** Since writing the above, I have the pleasure to in- 
Ibrm you, that the boat from ^e bay has- arrived with 
provisions, also €k)]onel Gibson and Captain M'Kever of 
the navy. . X shall move to«<morrow^ having made the ne* 
cessary arrangements with Captain M^Kever for his co- 
operation in tram^ztmg my supj^ies around- to the bay 
of St* Marks, fr^mt which pb^ I shall do* myself the 
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hcmor to commiuucaete to yo«. Should oar eskemy at- 
tttOApl to escape with their suj^lies wad booty to the small 
lalandB, and fmm thence to carry i^ a predatory war&rei 
t}ie anwarance of the navy will present his escape. G^ 
neral Wm. Mcintosh, commanding the friendly Chreeks^ 
who had been ordered to reconnoitre the right bask of Che 
Appalachicok, reported to me on the 19th instant, that he 
had captured, without the ire of a gun, one hundred and 
eighty women and children, and fifty-three warriors, of 
the Red Gi^und chief's party ,^ with their cattle and sup- 
plies ; the chief and thirty warriors making their escape 
on horseback : ten of the warriors attemp^g thcdr escape 
after they had surrendered, were killed by the gi^ieral.'' 
Cki the 8th April, the gei^ral continues his relation : 
*' I wrote you from Fort Gadsden, communicating the 
«(nbarra»Hnents under which I had labored previous to 
my arrival at that post, and my determination, being the» 
in a situation to commence ac^ve operations, to p^aetrate 
immediately into the centre of the Seminole towns. My 
army marched on the 26th td^oio, and on the 1st of April 
was reinforced by the friendly Creek waitiors^ under Ge- 
neral M'Intosh, and a detachment of Tennessee volunteen 
commanded by Colonel Elliot. On the isame day, a mile 
and a half in advance of the Mickaaukeanirillages^ajnaall 
party of hostile Indians w^e discovered judicioaisly: loca- 

- ted on a point of land projecting Hito.an exten»ye marshy 
pond; the position designated, as since imderstood, for 
thf coiu^entrating of the neg^ and Indian forces to give 
us batde. They maintained for a short period a spirited 
atlGeick iamk my advanced q>y companies, but. fled axkl 
dispai'Sed in every, direction upon condng in contact wkk 
my flank c(diuniffi, and <^9cevering a movement to encir^ 
6le.4hem. The pursuit was continued through the Mic^ 

^ka^kean towns,. until niglit'comp^edme to eneunp my^ 
wany. The next^y det^iB}mients. were sent outin ewrf 
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direction to reconncHtre the country, secure all supplies 
ibundt and reduce to ashes the idlkges. This dutj was 
executed to-my satisfiietion :. nearly three hundred houses 
wer^ consumed, and. the greatest abundance of com, cat* 
tie, 6lc.j brought in. £very indication of hostile ^irit 
was found in the habitations of the chiefe ; in the council 
houses of Kenhagee's town^ the king of the Mickasukians, 
more than My fresh scalps were found ; and in the een* 
tre of the public square, the old Red Stick's standard, a 
redpoUf was erected crowned with scalps, recognized by 
the hair as torn fircmi the heads of the unfortunate com- 
panions ci Scott. 

" As I had reason to brieve that a portion of the hos- 
tile Indians had fled to St. Marks, I directed my march 
towards that fortress. As adT»ed, I found that the In- 
dians and negroes combined had demanded the surren- 
der of that work : the Spanish garrison was too weak to 
defend it, and there were circumstances reported, produ- 
<mig a strong conviction in my mind, that if not instiga- 
ted by the Spanish authorities, the Indians had received 
the means of carrying-on the war from ihat quarter. 
Foreign agents, who lutve been bog practicing their in- 
trigues and Yilknies in this coimtry had free access into 
the camp. St. Marks was necessary aa a depot to insure 
success to my operations^ These considerations deter- 
mined me to occupy it with an American force : an in- 
ventory of the Spanish prqp^rty, munitions of vrar, dtc*, 
has been taken and receipted for, and the commandant 
ftnd garrison furnished with transportation to Pensacohu 
My correspondonee with the Spanish commandant, die 
evid^iees under which I acted, and a detailed account of 
my operations, will be furnished you as early as practi- 
caUe* Success Spends upon the rapidity of my move« 
meats, and. to-moirow, I shall march for the fihiwMiey 
fiver y the destroyisig the estfUishmeftts t>n which, wiU 



fa mj opiiiioii pat a final close Id tkis nxvBLge war; Gap*' 
lam M^Kerer of the navy, craisiBg at my request o& thm 
coast, has beeb fortiraate enough m' securing* Francis o^ 
HiUis Hadjo, die great prophet, and H«nithlmaco» an old 
Red StiHi:. They Tisited his Teasels nnder an impressioit 
they ivere English, from whom, as they stated, snppliea 
of monitions of war, &«., nnder late pMHnises, were ex- 
pected. * ArVnthnot, a Scotchnuui, and suspected as on# 
of the instigmtots of this savage war, was ftnmd in St. 
Marks. He is in confinement imtil eridences of \iis 
guilt can be collectech" 

On the 20th April, 1818, he continues his detail z 
** Hf y last communication, dated camp helbre St. Marks, 
8th AprtlV and those to which it re£^red, advised you of 
my movements and operations up to that date, and as I 
then advised you, I marched from that place on the mom- 
log of the 9th. On the evening of the 10th, I wms joined 
hy the rear of the Tennessee volunteers ; also by the I»- 
dmns under General M«Intosh, wh0tti I had left at Mick«- 
Asnicy, to scour tho-countiy around that j^nee. Although 
the -weather has been 4ry and pleasant, and the wateia 
liad subsided in a grevt degvee, our mjurch might be mid 
to have hew through water, which kept the in&|ftry wet 
to the middle, and the depth of the awamps, added to the 
want of forage, occasioned ihe horses to giv« out daajr in 
^eat numbers. On the morning of the Ifith, neu £coa< 
^nmh, or natural bridge, a party of Indians were di«o- 
^^T *^^ "^•'g''^ ^ a swamp, and, attacked by Geae- 
Ml Mifatosh and' about fifly Tonntesee volunteere, irho 
routed them, killing thirty^seven ^rriors, andetptoring 
.^t.T ^fy-8e*en v^omen and children; m^bo'^ 
«i^?r5 f r'^''^ ^'^^ ""^ ^^ ^«^ taken iit the 

«i^ueett^H party. UpoA the applie«tion «< 
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lUi old womaii of the p^ismers, I agreed that if M^Queoa 
wa3 tied and cariied to the commandant, at St. Maikst 
her people jshould b«» received in peace, carried to the 
upper tribes of th« Creek nation^ aad, there provisioned 
until they i^ould raise their own crops. She af^peared 
much pleased with tho^ terms, and I set her at liberty 
wijth written instructions to the commandant of St. Markf 
to that effect. _ Having received no farther i^t^Ugence 
from M'Clueen, I am induced to believe the? old woman 
has coniplied with her part of the obligation. 

** From St. Marl^ I marched wit^ eight days radons,, 
those that joined me having but ^Y.e ; this was done under 
the expectation of reaching this place in that time, fdund* 
ed on the. report of my faithful Indian guide, which I 
should have accomplished, but for the poverty of my 
horses^ and the continued sheets of water through which 
we had to pass. On the n^orning of the 15th, my scouts 
overtook a siiiall party of Indians, killing one m&Q* and 
capturing the residue,* consisting of one man and woman, 
and two cbdldren, and on that evening Jl encamped, as my 
guide supposed, within twelve, miles of MNiwaney. I 
marched very early on the IGth, under the hope of being 
able toeilcompass and attack the Indian and negro towns 
by one o'clock P. M., bu^fc much to my regret> at three 
o^clock, and afler marching sixteen miles, we reached a 
remarkable, pon^ which m^iC guide recollected, and re- 
ported to be distant six miles from the object of my march i 
here I should have halted for tiie night, had n6t six 
mounted Indians, (sHpposed to be spies) who wfre dis* 
covered, effected their ''escape ; this determined me to ai- 
tompt.by a forced movementf^to jyrevent the remoYal of 
their effects, and^ if possible, themselves from crossing 
tho river, for my rati^>ns being outi; it was all important 
to secure tjieir supplies for the subsistence of my troops. 
.Accordingly, my Hnes oT.attack were instantly focxned 
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and put in motion, and about sunset, my left flank coluinA/ 
composed of the second regiment of Tennessee yoltinteers* 
commanded by Colonel Williamson, and a part of tlie 
friendly Indians under Colonel Kanard, havk^g approach- 
ed the left fiank of the centre town, and commenced their 
attack, caused me to quicken the pace of the centre, com- 
posed of the regfulars, Greorgia militia, and my yolunteer 
Kentucky- and Tennessee guards, in order ^ to press the 
enemy in his centre, whilst the right column, compost 
of the 1st regiment of Tennessee volunteers under Colo* 
nel Dyer, and a part of the friendly Indians, headed by 
General Mcintosh, who had preceded me, were endea- 
voring to turn his left, and cut oft* his retreat to the river; 
they, however, having been previously informed of our 
force, by a precipitate retreat soon crossed the river, 
where it is believed. Colonel Kanard with his Indians, did 
them considerable injury* Nine negroes and two Indians 
were found dead, and two negro men made prisoners* 

" On the 17th, foraging parties 'were sent out, who 
found a considerable quantity of com, and some cattle. 
The 18th, having obtained some' small craft, I ordered 
General Gkiines across the river with a strong detach- 
ment, and two dayd provision, to pursue' the enemy; 
the precipitancy .of their flight, was soon discovered by 
the great quantity of goods; com, i&c, strewed through 
the swamps, and convinced. General Graines that pursuit 
was in vain, nine Indians and five negro prisoners were 
taken by our Indians ; tlie evidence of haste with which 
the enemy had fied, induced the general to confine his 
reconnoisance to search for cattle and horses, both of 
which were much want^d'by the army. About thiifty 
head of cattle were procured ; but from the reports ac- 
companying General: Gaines, which will in due time bo 
forwarded to you, and the disobedience of his orders, by 
"*« ^diansjuot one pound wais broi^ght into camp. 
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^ As soon as time will pennit, I sliall forward a de- 
tailed account of the various little affairs with the enemy, 
accompanied with reports of the conmianding officers of 
the detachment. Suffice it for the present to add, that 
every officer and soldier under my command, when dan* 
ger appeared, showed a steady firmness which convinced 
me that in the event of a stubborn conflict, they would 
have realized the best hopes of their country and general. 

** I believe I may say that the destruction of this place 
with the possession of St. Marks, having on the night of 
the 18th captured the late Lieutenant Ambrister, of the 
British marine corps, and, as represented by Arbuthnot, 
successor to Woodbine, will end the Indian war, for the 
present, and should it be renewed, the position taken, 
which ought to be held, will enable a small party to put 
it down promptly, 

*• I shall order, or take myself m reconiioisance, west, of 
the Appalachicold, at PensacbU point, where I am in- 
formed, there are a few Red Sticks assembled, who are 
fed and supported by the governor of Pensacola. My 
health being impaired, as soon as this duty is performed, 
the positions taken, well garrisoned, and security given 
to the southern frontiers, (if the govei*nment have not ac* 
tive employment Ibr me) I shall return to Nashville to 
regain my health. Th^ health of the troops is much im- 
paired, and 1 have ordered the Georgia troops to Hart- 
ford, to be mustered, paid, and discharged ; the general 
having communicated his wishes, and that of his troops, 
to be ordered dir^tly there, and reporting that they have 
a plenty of corn a&d beef, to subsist them to that point, I 
have writteTV to the governor of Georgia, to obtain from 
the state, the necessary funds, to pay General Glascoek*s 
brigade when discharged, and that the government will' 
promptly refund it. I am compelled to this mode to have 

them promptly paid, Mr. Hogan, the paymaster of the Tth 

21 
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ilifantry, (for whom J received from Mr. Brent an en- 
closure, said to contain $50,000,) hot having reached me. 

** From the information received from Ambrister^ and 
a Mr. Cook, who was captured with him, that A. Arbuth- 
not's schooner was at the mouth of this river, preparing 
to sail for the bay of Tamper, my aid-de-camp. Lieute- 
nant Gs^dsden, volunteered his services with a small de- 
tachment to descend the river and capture her ; the im- 
portance of this vessel to transport my sick to St. Marks, 
as well as to destroy the means used by the en^ny, in-> 
duced me to grant his request ; he sailed yesterday, and 
I expected to have heard from him this morning, I only 
awuit his report to take up the line of march on my return 
for St Marks ; the Georgia brigade^ by whom I send 
this, being about to march, compels me to close it without 
the report of Lieutenant Gradsden." 

From Fort St. Marks, 26th April, 1818, he continues : 

" I wrote you from Bowlegs' Town on the 20th instant« 
On the night of fhe same day, I received the expected 
dispatch from my aid-de^camp. Lieutenant Gaxisden, com- 
municating thQ success of his expedition; and on the 
next day, as soon as the sick of my army were dispatched 
down the Suwaney river, to be conveyed in the captured 
schooner to St. Marks, I took up the line of march for 
that fort. I arrived at this place last evening, performing 
a march of 107 miles in less than five days. lieutenant 
Gadsden had reached it a few hours before me. He 
communicates having found, among the papers of Arbuth- 
not, Ambrister, and Cook, letters, memorials, d&c. dLC., 
all pointing out the instigators of this savage war, and, 
in some measure, involving the British govermiient in 
the agency. These will be forwarded you in a detailed 
report, I purpose communicating to yqu as early as prac- 
ticable. 

^* The old woman spoken of in my last communication 
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to you, who promised to use her influence in having 
M*Qtueen captured and delivered up, has not been heard 
of* From signs discovered on the opposite shore of the 
St. Marks river, I am induced to believe, that the Indian 
party is still in this neighborhood, A detachment will 
be sent out to reconnoitre the country, to receive them as 
friends, if disposed to surrender, or inflict merited chas- 
tisement, if still hostile. 

"I shall leave this in two or three days for Fort Grads- 
den, and after making all necessary arrangements for the 
security of the positions occupied, and detaching a force 
to scour the country west of the Appalachicola, I shall 
proceed direct for Nashville. My presence in this coun- 
try can no longer be necessary. The Indian forces have 
been divided and scattered, cut off. from all communica- 
tion with those unprincipled agents of foreign nations, 
who had deluded them to their ruin. They have not the 
power, if the will remains, of again aimoying our fron- 
tier." 

From Fort Gadsden, 5th May, 1818, he writes : 
** I returned to this post with my army on the evening 
of the 2d instant, and embrace an ea^ly opportunity of 
furnishing you a detailed report of my operations to the 
east of the Appalachicola river. In the several commu* 
nications addressed you from Hartford, Fort Scott, and 
this place, I have stated the condition of the army on my 
assuming the immediate command; the embarrassment 
occasioned from the want of provisions ; the privations of 
my troops on their march from the frontiers of Georgia ; 
and the circumstances which compelled me to move di- 
rectly down the Appalachicola river, to meet with and 
protect the expected supplies from New Orleans. These 
were Teceived on the 25th March, and on the next day I 
was prepared for active operations. For a detailed ac- 
count of my mov€»nents from that period to this day, you 
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are respectfully referred to the report prepared by my 
adjutant general, accompanied with Capt; Hugh Youngs' 
topographical sketch of theTOute and distance performed. 
This has been principallya war of movements : the enemy, 
eut off from their strong holda» or deceived in the promised 
foreign aid, have uniformly avoided a general enga|^e- 
ment. Their resistance h^ gen^erally been feeble ; and 
in the partial rencounters, into which they seem to have 
been involuntarily forced, the regulars, volunteers, and 
piilitia, under iny command, realized my expectations; 
^very privation, &tigue, and exposure, was encountered 
with the spirit of .soldiers, and danger was met with a de* 
gre^ of fortitude calculated to strengthen the confidence I 
had repose»d in them. 

*^ On the commencement of my operations, I was strong- 
ly impressed with a belief, that this Indian war had been 
excited by some unprincipled foreign or private agents. 
The outlaws of the old Red Stick party had been too severe- 
ly convinced, and the Seminoles were too weak in numbers 
to believe, that they co^ild possibly, alone, maintain a war 
with even partial success against the United States* 
Firmly convinced, therefore, that succor had been pro- 
mised from some quarter, or that they had been deluded 
into a belief that America dare not violate the neutrality 
of Spain, by penetrating to their towns, I early determined 
to ascertain these facts, and so direct my movements, as 
to undeceive the Indians. After the destruction of the 
Mickasukian villages, I marched direct for Sit. Marks : 
the correspondence between myself and the Spanish eon\« 
mandantf in which I demanded the occupancy of that 
fortress with an American garrison, accompanies this. 
It had been reported to me, direct from the goTernor of 
Pensacola, that the Indians and negso^, unfriendly to the 
United States,, had demanded of the commandant pf St. 
'Marks a supply of ammunition, munitions of war, dtc.. 
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tkreatening in the event of a iKmcompUance to take poe- 
•essioti of t&e fort. The Spanish commandant acknow- 
ledged the defencdess state of hie fortreite, and his inabi- 
lity to dekmi k ; and the governor of Penaaeola expressed 
Bimilar apprehensions. The Spanish agents throughout 
the Fbridas had uniformly disavowed having any con* 
nexion with the Indians, and acknowledged the dbliga- 
tions of his catholic majeMy, under existing treaties, to 
restrain thdr outrages against the citizens of the United 
States. Indeed they declared that the Seminole Indians 
were viewed as alike hostile to the Spaniah government, 
and that the will remained, though the power was want- 
ing, to inffifet merited diastisement on this lawless tribe. 
h was, therefore, to be supposed, that the American 
army, impelled by the immutable laws of self-defence, to 
penetrate the territory of his catholic majesty, to fight his 
battles, and even to relieve from a cruel bondage, some of 
his own subjects, would have been received as allies, 
hailed as deliverers, and every fiicilfty afiR)rded to them to 
terminate speedily and successfully this savage war. 
Fort St. Marks could not be maintained by the Spani^ 
force garrisoning it. The Indians and negroes viewed 
k as an asylum, if dfiven from their towns, and were 
preparing to occupy it in this event. It was necessary to 
anticipate their movements, independent of the position 
being deemed essential as a depot, on which the success 
of my future operations measurably depended. In the 
i^rit of friendship, therefore, I demanded its surrender 
to the anny of the United States, until the close of the 
Soninole war. The Spanish commatndant required time 
t^ reflect ; it was granted ; a negotiation ensued, md an 
effort miuLe to protract it to an unreasonable length. la 
the conversations between my aid-de-camp, lieutenant 
Qadsdent. and the Spanish oommandaitf, eircumstanees 
trajupied, coi^victing him of a disposition to ftvox the 
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IndianSt and of having taken an active part in aiding and 
abetting them in this war* I hesitated, therefore, no 
longer, and as I couM not be received in friendship, I 
entered the fort by violence. Two light companies of the 
7th regiment infantry, and x>ne of the 4th, under the com- 
mand of Major Twiggs, was ordered to advance, lower 
the Spanish colors, and hoist the star spangled banner, on 
the ramparts of Fort 6t Marks. The order was executed 
promptly, no resistance attempted on the part of the Span- 
ish garrison. The duplicity of ihe Spanish commandant 
of St. Marks, in professing friendship towards the United 
{States, while he was actually aiding and supplying her 
savage enemies ; throwing open the gates of his garrison 
to their free access; appropriating the king*s stores to 
their use ; issuing ammunition and munitions of war to 
them ; and knowingly purchasing of them property plun* 
dpred from the citizens of the United States, is clearly 
evinced by the documents accompanying my correspon- 
dence. In Fort St. Marks^ as an inmate in the family of 
the Spanish commandant, an Englishman, by the name 
of Arbuthnot, was found. Unable satisfactorily to explain 
the objects of his visiting this country, and there being a 
combination of circumstances to Instify a suspicion that 
his views were not honest, he was ordered in close con- 
finement. The capture of his schooner, near the mouth 
of Suwaney rivei^ by my aid-de:camp, Mr. dadfiden, and 
the papers found on board, unveiled his corrupt transac- 
tionSf as well as those of a Captain Ambrister, late oftb^ 
British colonial marine corps, taken as a prisoner near 
Bowlegs' town. Those individuals were tried, under iny 
orders, by a special court of select officers ; legally con- 
victed as eadters ^f this savage Jind negro war, legally 
condemned, and most justly punished for their iniquities. 
The proceedings of the court martial in this case, with 
the volome of testimony, justifying their condeaulationf 
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presents scenes of wickedness, corruption, , and barbarity, 
at which the heart sickens, and in which, in this enlight- 
ened age, it ought not scarcely to be beUeved that a 
Christian nation would have participated ; and yet the 
British government is involved in the agency. IfAr- 
buthnot and Ambrister are not convicted as the authon* 
zed agents of Great Britain, there is no room, to doubt, 
but that that government had a knowledge of their as- 
sumed character, and was well advised of the measures 
which they had adopted to excite the negroes and Indians 
in East Florida, to war against the United States. I 
hope the execution of these two unprincipled villains will 
prove an awful example to the world, and convince the 
government of Great Britain, as well as her subjects, that 
certain, if slow, retribution awaits those unchristian 
wretches, who, by false promises, delude and excite an 
Indian tribe to all the horrid deeds of savage war. 

" Previous to my leaving Fort Gadsden,. I had occa- 
sion to address a communication to the governor of Pen- 
sacola, on the subject of permitting supplies to pass up 
the Escambia river to Fort Crawford. This letter, with 
a second from St. Marks, on the subject of some United 
States clothing, shipptid in a vessel in the employ of the 
Spanish govemnrent, to that post, I now enclose, with his 
reply. The governor of Pensacola's refusal of my de- 
mand, cannot but be viewed as evincing a hostile feel- 
ing on his part, particularly in connexion with some cir- 
cumstances reported to me from the most unquestionaUe 
authority. It has been stated, that the Indians at war 
with the United States, have free access into Pensacola ; 
that they are kept advised from that quarter of all our 
movements ; that they are supplied from then#e with am- 
munition and munitions of war, and that they are now 
collecting in large bodies to the amount of 4 or 500 war- 
riors in that city. That inroads from thence have lately 
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honk mUiB on the Atohama, in ^m» cS whkk 18 settlers 
Ml by the tmnahawk. * These statementt compri me lo 
make a moTemenl to the west of the A^fMlachicola, wxA 
•hould they prove ceneely Peaaaeok muat be occapied 
with an American force, and the §;eyenx>r treated accor^ting 
to his desert*, or s^ policy may dictate. I shall leave 
strong garrison^ in Pwt St« IMEarks, Fort Gadsd^i, and 
Fort Seott ; and in Pensacola, should it become necessary 
to possess it. 

*^ It becomes my duty to state it as my confirmed opi* 
nion* that so long as Spain has not the power, or will« to 
enforce the treaties by which she is solemnly bonnd to 
preserve the Indians Vrithin.her territory at peace with 
the United States, no security can be given to our souUi* 
em frontier without occupying a cordon of posts along 
the sea shore. The moment the American army returns 
from Florida, the war hatchet will be again raised, and 
the same scenes of indiscriminate murder, with which 
our frontier settlers have been visited, will be repeated, 
So lon^ as the Indians within the territory of Spain are 
expose^ to the delusions of &l8e prophets, and the poison 
of foreign intrigue.; so long as they can receive ammu- 
nition, munitions of war, dLc, tcom pretended traders, or 
Spanish conanandantS| it wiU be impossible to restrain 
their outrages. The burning of their towns, the destroy* 
ing of their stock a^d pro¥isi(ms, will produce but tempo- 
rary embarrassments ; resuppHed by Spanish authorities, 
they may concentrate or disperse at will, and keep up.a 
lasting predatory warfiire against the frontiers of the Uni- 
ted States, as expensive as hantssing to her troops. The 
savages, therefor^ must be made dependent on us, and 
cannot be kept at peace without being persuaded of tho 
certainty of chwdsement, being inflicted on the commis- 
sion of the first offence* 

'• I trust, therefore, that the measures which have been 



pursued will meet the approbation of the president of the 
United States. They have been adopted in pursuance of 
your instructions, under a firm conTietion that they alone 
were calculated to insure 'peace and security to the 
southern frontier of Georgia.* '^ 

From Fort Montgomery^ June 2d, 1618, he writes": 
^* In a communication to you of the 5th of May, I de- 
tailed at length the (^orations of my army up to that pe- 
riod. Leaving a strong garrison of regulars in Forts 
Scott and Gadsden, I resumed my march, with a small 
detachment of the, 4th regiment of in&ntry, one cconpany 
of artillery, and the effectives oi the Tennessee volunteers, 
the whole not exceeding twelve hundred men, to fulfill 
my intentions, communicated to you, of scouring the 
country west of the Appalachicola river. On the 10th oi 
May, my army crossed tbi^ river at the Qchesee village, 
and afler a &tiguing, tedious, and circuitous march of 13 
days, misled by the ignorance of our pilots, and exposed 
to the severest of privations, we finally reached and ef- 
fected a passage over the Escambia. On my march, on 
j^he 13d of May, a protest from the governor of Pensaco- 
1^ W9» delivered me by a Spanish ofi&cer, remonstrating, 
in warm terms, against my proceedings, and ordering 
me and myibr^s mstantly to quit the territory o^ his 
catholic majesty, with a threat, to apply force, in the 
event of a noncompliance* This was so open an indica- 
tion of a hostile feeling on his part, after having been 
early and well advised of the object of my operations, that 
I hesitated no longer on the measures to be adopted* I 
ii^rched for, and entered Pensacola, with only the show 
of resistance, on the ^h of May. The governor had 
previously fled to Fort Carlos de Barrancas, where it was 
s^id he had resolved upon a most desperate resistance. 
A correspondence ensued between us, detailing at length 
my motives for wishing, and demanding, that Pensacola 
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and its dependencies be occupied with an American gar- 
rison. The package, marked B, are documents substan- 
tiating the charges, in part, against the conduct of the 
Spanish governor, having knowingly and willingly ad- 
mitted the savages, avowedly hostile to the United States, 
within the town of Pensacola. The peaceable surrender 
oi the fort al the Barrancas was denied. I marched for, 
and invested it, on the evening of the 26th of May, and 
on the same night, pushed reconnoitering parties under 
its very gtms. On the morning of the 26th, a military 
reconnoisance was taken ; and on the same night, a lodg- 
ment was made, under a fire from the Spanish garrison, 
by Captain Gadsden, of the engineers, aided by Captains 
Call and Young, on a commanding position, within three 
hundred and eighty-five yards nf the Spanish work, and 
a nine pounder mounted. A howitzer battery was simul- 
taneously established on the capitol, and within seven 
hundred and sixty yards of the fort, at day li|^ht on the 
27th. The Spanish garrison opened their artillery on 
our batteries ; a parley was sounded, a flag sent in, and 
the surrender of Fort Carlos de BarraAcas again de<- 
manded ; the favorable positions obtained were pointed 
out, and the inutility of resistance urged. Anxious to 
avoid an open contest, and to save the effusion of blood, 
the same terms previously offered, were again tendered. 
They were rejected, and offensive operations recommen- 
ced. A spirited and well directed fire was k:ept up the 
greater part of the morning, and at intervals during the 
afternoon. In the evening, a flag was sent from the 
Spanish commandant, offering to capitulate, and a sus- 
pension of hostilities was granted, until 8 o*clock next 
day, when articles of capitulation were signed and agreed 
to. The terms are more favorable than a conquered ene- 
my would have merited ; but, under the peculiar circum- 
stances of the case, my object obtained, there was no 
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motive for wounding the feelings of those, whose military 
pride or honor had prompted to the resistance made. 
The articles, with hut one condition, amount to a com- 
plete cession to the United States, of that portion of the 
Floridas hitherto undeif the government of Don Jose 
Masot. 

" The arrangements which I have mac^ to secure 
Pensacola, and its dependencies, are contained in the ge- 
neral orders. I deemed it most advisable to retain, for 
the presept, the same government to which the people 
had been accustomed, until such time as the executive of 
the United States may order otherwise. It was necessary 
however, to establish the revenue laws of the United 
States, to check the smuggling which had been carried 
on successfully in this quarter, for many years past, and 
to admit the American merchant to an equal participation 
in a trade, which would have been denied under the par- 
tial operations of the Spanish commercial code. Captain 
Gadsden was appointed by me collector, and he has or- 
ganized and lefl the department in the charge of officers, 
on whom the greatest confidence may be reposed. 

^' Though the SeminQle Indians have been scattered, 
and literally so divided and reduced, as no longer to be 
viewed as a formidable enemy; yet as there are still 
many small marauding parties, supposed to be concealed 
in the swamps of the Perdido, Choctawhatchey, and Cha- 
pouley, who might make occasional and sudden inroads 
on our frontier settlers, massacring women and child- 
ren, I have deemed it advisable to call into service for six 
months, if not sooner discharged, two companies of vo- 
lunteer rangers, under Captains M'Gird and Boyles, 
with instructions to scour the country between the Mobile 
and AppaUuihicoIa nvers, exterminating every hostile 
party who dare resist, or will not surrender, and remove 
with their fiuniliea above the 31st degree of latitude. 
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**The Semmoje t^r may now be considered as/olti 
e}oi^e, tranqtiiiUty again restored to tke soutl^ohit ft^ntlept; 
dp the United States, and as long'ts a cordon of jssiliM^^ 
posts is maintained along the Gulf of Me^Eko/Afioyetioli 
has nothing to apprehend.from€iiyberl6ragiipx. Indian 
hostilities. Indeed sir, to attemj^t to fortify, or prptect an 
imaginary line, or to suppose, that a frontfer-toJbh^Slst 
degree of latitude, in a wilderness, <S^ be seeiMt^d hytk 
cordon of military posts, while the Floridaer lie^open-toir 
an enemy, is visionary in thft exttenie. . , . . 

** 0nder thisii^firm belief, I h'fe^boaoraed aU^my cpeita* 
tions. Spain h£td disregarded thi^ treaties existing "^di 
the American government, or'had lot pdts/^ to ^!&ree 
them. The Indian tribes within hef . territory; send 
which she was bound ta keep at peace, had visited otlr 
citizens with all the horrors of "savage war ;'negtrDkbri* 
gands were establishing themselves, -when . aiid wb^^ 
they pleased ; and foreign -agents were openly and knoyr* 
ingly practicing their ihtriguetr in thismeutifal territory. - 

** The immutable prineipleis therefore of self-defence, 
justified die bccupancy of the Floridas, an4 the scini% 
principles will warrant the Am^can government in hold- 
ing it, until such tiine as Spain can guaranty, by an 
adequate military force/ the maintaining her authority 
within the colony. ' . 

^ At the close of a campaign which has terminated so 
honorably and happily, it gii^es me pleasure to express 
my approbation, generally, of the t)i&e«rs and soldiers of 
every species of corps, which I have had the honor (o 
command. The patience with Which they endured &« 
tigue, and submitted to privations^ and the d^ermination 
with which they encounteredy^ and vanquished every dif« 
'ficulty, is the strongest indication of the existence of that 
patriotic feeling, which no circumstances can. change* 
and of that irresistible ardor in the defence dl his conntryy 
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VWch wBl prove hot strength and bulwuk nnder any 
violence lb mf feelings, if I did 
exertion^ of my quarteiinaster 
son, who, nndei the most em- 
relieved the necessities of my 
ons vna I indebted for the snp- 
^d integrity, in this campaign, 
lischarge t^nis duties since his 
merits the approbation and gra- 
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CHAPTER XV. \ 

Oenerml Joikton reiwnu to Nashville — His Tecefi%9% — 
Ctstum of tJu FUridas to the tMted StAtet — General 
JacksoH oftpointed goveriCor of ihem^:-DeUcacy of his 
situatioTir—ffii proclamation to the people — l^anish of" 
ficers — Colonel Callava — His measwres-in relation to 
them justified, . 

Hating closed the Seminole campaigA,- General Jack- 
son prepared to leave Florida for Nashville. He arrived 
there in June, and was received by his fellow-citizens 
:|gth their accustomed cordiality and respect From this 
period till the summer of 1821, nothing occurred particu*" 
larly worthy of remark. In August of that year, Florida 
was \}j treaty to be ceded to the United States. By act 
of congress of the 3d March of the same year, the presi- 
dent was authorized to appoint a governor of £a8t and 
West Florida, and the person so appointed was vested 
with all the military, civil, and judicial powers, exercised 
by the existing government of the same. In virtue of 
this act, Mr. Monroe, on the 10th of March, commission- 
ed General fackso^, and vested him with '< all the power 
and nuthority heretofore exercised by the governor and 
captaiir general and intendant of Cuba,^-and by t&e gover- 
nors of East and West Florida." 

At the time designated. General Jackson proceeded to 
Florida, and commenced the duties of his appointment, 
"^hat 'w'ere the extent of the powers given him is un* 
i^own, because they were undefined, and are believed to 
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be limited by the abislute and undisputed will of the go- 
▼emor himseK « But the general has not left to conjec- 
ture his own opinions of those powers, nor of the manner 
in which they were exercised ; for in a case which came 
before the judiciary for^decision, during the administra- 
tion of his. government, and excited much interest, before 
the opinion of the court was pronounced on the question of 
jurisdiction, Govenior Jackson, according to Mr. H. 
JN'iles, made several remarks worthy of himself, and which 
deserved to be recorded; but that the following^ was so 
perfectly characteristic, that, as the editor of a public jour- 
nal, he should have been inexcusaUe in withholding it 
from his readers. And it does indeed do honor to the 
l<^y patriotism of the American hero. He said, ** 1 am 
clothed with powers, that no one, under a republic, ought 
to possess, and which I trust will never again be given to 
any man. Nothing will afford me more happiness than 
to learn that congress, in its wisdom^ shall have distribu- 
ted them properly, and in such manner as is consonant 
lo our earliest and dearest imprenions; yet as | hold 
these ^powers by the authority of an act of congress, and 
commissioned from the president of the United* States, it 
therefcNre becomes my imperious duty to discharge the 
sacred trust iqaposed cm me, according to my best abilities, 
even though the proper exercise of the powers given, 
might involve me in heavy personid responsibilitieB. It 
lias, bessi my fortune to be thus, circumstanced, in my va- 
rious, relations as a public servant; y^ I nei0%r have, nof 
never will I» shrink from the discharge of my public 
duties, from any apprehension c^ personal responsibility.'* 
The deUeacy of General Jackson's situatimi, as gover- 
nor of Florida, are discoverable from the foregoing ex- 
tract. Several acts of General Jackson while he was 
govsemor of Fhoida have rendered him obnoxious to ceo* 
rare ; paiticularly his proclaiBati<m requiring the Spanish 
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officers to leave Pensacola, and his prgmpt and justifia- 
ble proceedings in the case of Colonel CallaTa. The 
persons banished were not citizens of Florida. They 
were Spanish officers, who, by the treaty negotiated by 
Mr. Adams, were required to leave the territory. By the 
courtesy of Gtovemor Jackson, they were permitted to re- 
main in Pensacola after the period designated by the trea- 
ty for their departure, and the cause of the order, com- 
manding them to leave the territory, was a cont^npt of 
the judicial character of Gbvernor Jackson in the case of 
Callava. 

J We regret that our limits will not admit of transferring 
to these pages the letter of Governor Jackson to the se* 
cretary of state, explanatory of his measures in the cases 
under consideration* The following proclamation, how- 
ever, made by him to the citizens of Florida, is full of in- 
terest, as is also the subjoined defence of Gk>v6moF Jack- 
son by Mr. Adams, then secretary of state, in his letter to 
Don Joaquin d'Anduaga, and although it is a somewhat 
lengthy detail, yet our readers will recollect that brevity 
is a sin of which Mr. Adams was never guilty, and we 
believe that on a perusal of his admirable defence of Go- 
vernor Jackson, they will not wonder at our disinclination 
to curtail a production which does him honor. 

Crovernor Jackson's proclamation to the citizens of the 
Floridas is as follows : 

^^ The temporary organization of the government of 
these proviftces, according to the act of congress of the 
last session, and to the powers conferred on me, by the 
president of the United States, I have the satisfaction to 
announce, is now complete. If it possess imperfectiotis, 
or defects, the reflecting man will make due. allowance, 
when he considers, that its duration will be but short, and 
that it is the best that circumstances would permit, taking 
into view the difficulties I have had to encounter. Where 
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to follow it strictly, but where this has not been the case, 
I have endeayored to make the best provisions, in my 
power, bdiieving that government of some kind was ab- 
solutely necessary. It is my si^ere hope, that this sub- 
ject will attnu^ the earliest attention of the congress of the 
United States, and that ihe inhabitants of these provinces 
will be relieved frcHn the state of uncertainty and doubt, 
which at this moment must necessarily prevail. 

^* In the organisation of the juresent temporary govenp- 
wuesA, and its ezecutiour I have kept steadily m view the 
securing to the inhabitants of the Floridas all the privi- 
leges and immunities guarantied to them by the treaty. 

^* The principal of these is the protection of their per- 
sons, property; ftnd religion, until they shall be^ncorpo- 
rated into the union, and become entitled to all the |«ivi- 
ieges and immunities of citizens of the United States. 

** In performing this important part of my functions, I 
have endeavored to pursue the spirit of our political in- 
stitutions. I have made no discrimination of persons ; 
my house has been surrounded by no guards ; no one has 
bec^ kept at a distance by repulsive formalities; all have 
had free admission, and found a ready ear when they re* 
^red my aid for the protection <rf their rights. 1, 

** The American government, at the same time that it 
is the freeeit, is perhaps the strongest in the world; be- 
cause the most wealthy and most powerful in society are 
as w^ak in>ppoBiti<m to it, as the most humble and ob- 
sd^e* It knows no distinction between an'ex-govemer 
and a peasant. In the course of my short administra- 
tion, one case has unfortunately occurred, 'which required 
the ezextkm <tf that authority, which is no^ respecter of 
peraoQs. 

^* Thai the mecessi^ should have existedi&itiS'lieeasioned 

me paiu and fi^et ; and especially as it has beett misim- 

«2* 
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derstood by some of the inhabitants of tbis country^ froih 
ft want of a sufficient acquaintance witb the facts of the 
case, as well as with the character and principles of our 
government. It was my duty, under the treaty, exercis* 
ing the govemment in the Floridas, to secure to the in- 
habitants all the evidence of their right of property. . The 
improper conduct of the captain general of Havana, in 
withholding documents, or archives of this nature, from 
an agent expressly sent to receive them, increased the ne- 
cessity of vigilance on my part. It was made known to 
me, by satis&ctory evidence, that there were documents 
of this character in the hands of an individual here, and 
that these documenta were necessary to establish die right 
of property in this country. 

^* The &ct ascertained, my duty was clear^ and no alter- 
native was lefi me. 

*< That individual was ordered to surrender them, so 
that in pursuance of the second article of the treaty, and 
of* nxy^. proclamation, the inhabitaiits might be secured in 
their right of prop^ty. The individual thus ordered to 
deliver thiem, instead of obeying, as he ought, the com- 
mands of the govemment, under which he was protected, 
and.wlHch could know no superior, excepting the congress 
04: president of the United States, shifted them into the 
hcgjkds of the person who lately administered the govem- 
ment of this p|o,vince, and. who had been authorized by 
the captain general-lo surrender the country agreeably to 
the stipulations of the^ treaty. This person, whether from 
-misapprehensjipn or itom worse motives, considered him- 
,self not responsible for any act of his to the goverument of 
the; Floridas, and appeared entirely insensible to the im- 
pr'c^riety of nQt-ka^mng made a delivery of these documents 
of^hisfywn accord. Whatever diplomatic privileges. he 
might have been entitled to, ithese privileges had ceased 
upon the surrender of this country, and he was not known 
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to me, or recognized ashanug any other rigkts.than thote; 
0( a common mdivi^aaL- it irnboteiim for him to 
consider himself a pablic agent of the king (^. Spain, and 
reside here for the purpose (^transacting officiid business 
with the agents of the United States, but it was necessary 
that he should haye made known the object and purpose 
of his stay ; had he done so, he would hare been informed 
at once by me, that my own functions having ceased as 
commissioner, no one but the president of the United States 
had any power to give him permissicm to remain here as 
adiplomatio agents enjoying the privileges of a foreign 
minister. The natural consequences of hia^ conduct are 
too well known« and need not be detailed. 

*' With the ezcepticm of this solitary instance, I feel 
the utmost confidence in saying that nothing has occurred, 
notwithstanding the numerous cases in which I have been 
tailed upon to interpose my authority, either in a judicial 
or eicecutire capacity, to occasion any thing like distru^, 
discontent, er want of confidence; and* I cheerfully take 
this occasion to express my satis&ction, with the peaceful, 
obedient, and orderly conduct of aU those, whose allegi- 
ance has been transferred to the United States, by the ces- 
sion of the country* It is .true, the recent occurrence, 
connected with the one referred to, has compelled ■xf^e^o 
take measures I conceived necessary for the charaQtej, 
dignity, and harmony of the government I administer, 
and which at the same time, were the mildest the circum- 
stances would admit. I aUude to the conduct of a num- 
ber of Spanish officers, remaining here after the cession, 
without my permission, but which wpuld certainly not 
have been withheld from them, so long as they demeaned 
themselves respectfully to the existing authorities, and re- 
frained from any improper interference with the measures 
of the government. This respect is due from foreign 
officers in all countries — dieir situation is materially dif- 
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forent from thai of oUier alms, and their eonduel ought 
thei«fi>re to be more ciieiimi|>ect. In the United St^e^y 
those are severely punished, who are guiky of writing in 
a libelonr manner of proceedings in eourts of justice. 
For what tends to bring the judiciary into disrepnte, shakes 
the public confidence in that part of 4he government that is 
looked upon as the most sacred depository of in^vidual 
rights. Hence, in hoth these pmnts of Ttew, without no« 
ticing the singular conduct of the Spanish offie^s^ actmg 
ae if they considered -th^nsdres a distinct and separate 
body— 4in imperium in imp^rio — they were guilty of great 
indiscretion and impropriety in pubHi^ing a most inde* 
cent libel against the judiciary proceedings of the highest 
tribunal in the Floridas. Had I consulted my personal 
4^1ings, having entertained a fi:vorable opinion of some 
of them, and enmity to none, I i^iould have been disposed 
to have suffered the act to sink into oblirion. But the 
dignity and honor of the govemmtot forbade that condiect 
sO outrageous should pass tmnoticed. I might appeal to 
those very persons, and~ ask what would be the conse* 
quences if a band of American officers should offer such 
an insult to the government of a Spanish province t But 
the inhabitants of the Floridas may rest assured that what- 
ever may be the impropriety or imprudence of some, it 
will have no effect upon my feeliftgs towards the rest-— 
the innocent will not be confounded with the guilty, and 
all will continue to experience the same protection and 
respect for their rights whieh has heretofore been extend* 
ed, provided they demean themafelves with that propriety 
which becomes every good citizen and subject : and should 
any of them, under the influence of momentary passion 
or feeling, be dissatisfied with the measures I have pursued, 
on a return of their sober judgment, I feel confident they 
will be compelled to approve.** 

The following is Mn Adams* dipfence of General 
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Jackson's admiiiistiution of the govieniment of the Flori* 
daa, in his letter to Don Joaquin d' Anduagfua : 

"In the letter? which I had the honor of writing you, 
on the 3d of November, and Slst of December last, you 
were informed that a definitive answer to the complaints 
against certain proceedings of Greneral Andrew Jackson, 
while governor of Florida, which were contained in a 
l^er to this department from Don Hilario de Rivas y Sal- 
mon, before your arrival in this country, and in your Tet- 
ters of the 18th and 32d of November, would be given af- 
ter the substance of those complaints should have been 
made^ known to General Jackson, and his explanations of 
the motives and considerations by which he had been go- 
verned in adopting the measures complained of, should 
have been received. 

" In per£!>rming this promise, I am commanded by the 
presid^it of the United States^to repeat the assurance of 
hia deep regret, that the transactions, which formed the 
subject of these complaints, should ever have occurred, 
and his full conviction, upon a review of all the circum- 
stances which have atten<fed them, that they tire attributa- 
ble entirely to the conduct of the governor aiid captain ge- 
neral of Cuba, and of the subordinate officers of Spain, in 
evading and refusing the fulfillment of the most express 
and positive stipulations of the treaty, both of evacuating 
the province within six months firom the exchange of the 
ratifications of the treaty, and of delivering the archives 
and documents r^slating directly to the property and sove- 
reignty of the provinces. 

•* At the time of the exchange of the ratifications of th« 
treaty, your predecessor, General Vives, delivered an order 
fifom his catholic mitjesty to the captain general and go- 
vernor of the island of Cuba, and of the Tloridas^ inform- 
ing him of the cession tothe United States of that part of 
the provinces of whith he was the governor^ that was 
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situAted on Uiis ccmtineot, aad instnictbig him M £>!« 
lows : 

*' < I command you, and ordain, that, after the informa- 
tion which shall be seasonably giv^i you by my minister 
plenipotentiary and en^voy extraordinary at Washington, 
of the ratifuMitions having been, exchanged^ you proceed, 
on your part, to make the proper dispositions, in order 
that, at the end of six months, counting from the date of 
the exchange of the ratifications, or seoner if possible^ the 
Spanish officers and troops may oTacuatc the territories 
of both Floridas, and that possession of them to be given 
to the officers or commisnoaerq of the United States, duly 
authorized to receipt them. You^^hall arrange, in proper 
time, the delivery of tbe islands adjacent and dep^Eident 
upon the two Floridas, and the public lots and squares, 
vacant iands,^ public edifices, fortifications, barracks* and 
other buildings, which are not private property ; as also 
the archives and documents which Telate directly to the 
property and sovereignty of the same two provinces, by 
plsu^ing them at the disposal of the commissaries or ofiicera 
t»of the United States, duly tiAUhfrixtd to. receive them** 
. ** This order, thus^ clear and explicit, waa dispatched* to« 
gether with letters from General Vivos, to the governor 
of Gu]^ and the Floridas, notifying him of the exchange 
of the ratificationsf of the treaty, by Col. James G. ForbeSt 
who was coHunissioned, * as agent and commissary q{ the 
United States, to deliver to him the royal order, to ar* 
range and concert with hmi, confornuLbly to .instructions 
committed therewith, the execution of the abovB stipula* 
tion«i and to receive from ^e said governor and ijp<mi any 
and every person possessed of the said archives and ia* 
cuments, all and every one of the same, and to disfoae 
thereof in the manner prescribed by his infltruclioBS*' 
Colonel Forbes' authority^ ^h^, was to ruejtve the docu* 
events and archivies, and to c$^€rimul apM^t with the 
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gorernor of the Floridas, the delivtrf of those provinces, 
which General Jackson was commissioned to recdTe, 
take possession of, and occupy, and of whieh he was inr- 
ther commissioned to be the governor, when surrendered 
to the United States. 

" The royal order was delivered by Colonel Forbes to 
the governor of the Floridas, at the Havana, on the 33d of ^ 
April, 1821. There has been shown by that governor no 
cause or reason which could justly have required him to 
delay the delivery of the documents and archives, «ftd the 
arrangements for the delivery of the provinces, beyond 
the term of a single week. There were t»eniy boxes of 
those archival and documents ; the ' wh<^, or with very 
few exceptions the whole of which, ought, by the posi- 
tive stipulation of the treaty, and by the express order of 
the king of Spain, to have been immediately delivered to 
Colonel Forbes. Not one of them was delivered to him ; 
nor has one of them been delivered to this day. 

" The orders for the surrender of the provinces were 
delayed from day to day, notwithstanding the urgent and 
continual solicitations of Colonel Forbes, for the term of 
six weeks, at the end of which^ to avoid further indefinite 
procrastination,' he was compelled to depart without re* 
ceiving the archives and documents, but, with repeated 
promises of the govemor, that they should be ttsansmitted 
to this government — promises which have remained te 
this day unperformed. 

" The orders for the delivery of the provincesthemselves, 
were not only thus unrtosonably withheld, but when made 
out» though not furnished to Colonel Forbes till timlast 
week in May, were made to bear date on tiie fiflh of that 
month : nor were they prepared confprmably to the stipu* 
lation of the treaty, or to the royal order o£ his cathoHe 
nutjesty ; for, instead directing the surrender to be made 
to the commissioners 'or officers of the United Sitates, duiy 



Mi BI06BAPHT OF 

mfthorized to receive them, the instruction to the comman- 
ders in East and West Florida was to deliver those res- 
pective provinces to Colonel Forbes himself^ who had from 
the United States no authority to receive them* And al- 
though expressly Jidvised of this fkci by Colonel Forbes, 
with the request that the orders of delivery might be 
amended, and made conformable to the treaty, and to the 
royul command. Governor Mahy did not so amend it, but 
reduced Colonel Forbes to the alternative of submitting 
to further delays^ or of departing with an imperfect and 
amlHguous ord^ of delivery of West Florida, authoriz- 
ing its surrender to the legally constituted authorities of 
the United States, (that is, as Grovemor Mahy well knew, 
to General Andrew Jackson,) only, in case of any accident 
happening to Colonel Forbes, when he stiU affected to con- 
sider, notwithstanding his own express declaration to the 
contrary, as the commissioned agent of the United States 
to that effect. 

" The twenty boxes of documents and archives, which 
were at the Havana, as has been mentioned, had been 
transmitted thither from Pensacola ; and contained all the 
most important records of property in West Florida. The 
possession of them was in ibp highest degree important 
to the United States, not only as the vouchers of indivi- 
dual property, but as protecting guards against the im- 
posture of filaudulent grants/ 

*' The same persevering system of withholding docu- 
ments which it was their duty to deliver, has marked, I am 
deeply concerned to say, the conduct of both the commanders 
of East and West Florida, who were charged, respective- 
ly, to deliv0|t ihote provinces to the United States, It is 
to this cause, and to this alone, as appears from a review 
of all "file tfimsactions of which you have complained, that 
giltst be traced the origin of all those severe measures 
which Geaaeral Jackson himself was.the first, while deem- 



iug ^^hem indkipez^sable to the diachaige of his ovm cdkilib 
duti^, to lament* Charged as he was with the trust &t 
t0ceiying the provinces in hehalf of the United States, of 
maintaining their rights of property within them» <^ guard* 
ing them to the utmost of his power fix»n those frau<te to 
which there was too much reason to apprdi^id they would 
be liable, and to which the retenti<m of the dociunents 
gave 80 great and dangerous scope ; intrusted, firom the 
necessity of the case, during the interral of time, while 
the general laws of the United States ren^ainedunextended 
to the provinces, with the various powers which had, un- 
til that time, been exercised by the Spankh govemorSi 
and which included the administration of justice between 
individuak ; it was impossible that he should not feel the 
necessity of exercising, under cir^mustances thus e^eas* 
perating and untoward, every authority committed to him 
by the supireme authority of his country, to preserve in* 
violate, so fitr as on him dep^dded, the interests of that 
country, and the sacred obligations of individual right. 

**^ In the proceedings comiected widi the delivery of the 
province^ he had as little reason to be satisfied with the 
conduct of Colonel Callava, as with that of the captain 
^feneraL X>n a plea of inSllpoaition, that o^er had, on 
the day of the surrender,' evaded the performance of a 
solemn promise, which General Jackson had considered 
an in<tispensable preliminary to the act; and afterwards 
the colonel positively declined its fulfillment. He had, 
however, completed the surrender of the province with 
which he had been charged. He had declined producing 
to General Jackson any credential as a commissioner for 
performing that act ; but had inarmed hnn tii^t he should 
make the surrender as the commanding o^er of the pro- 
vince, by virtue of ord^s from his superior* This ser^ 
vice had been consummated ; and Colonel Oeillava, whom 

General Jackson had formerly notified that he had cloded* 

* 03 
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with him his official correspondence forever, was bound, 
by the special stipulations of the treaty, to hare evacuated, 
as one of the Spanish officers, the province, before the 22d 
of Augnsti If General Jackson had, in courtesy to Co- 
lonel Callava, considered him, notwithstanding his own 
disclaimer of the character,' tis a commissioner, for the de* 
Hvery of the province, there can be no pretence that he 
was entitled to special privileges under it> afler he had 
avowedly performed idl its duties ; after he had^been in- 
formed by G^ieral Jackson that their official correspon- 
dence was finally closed ; and after the date when, by the 
positive engagements of the treaty which he was to exe- 
cute, he was bouad to have departed from the province. 
From the time when hi? functions for the surrender of the 
province were discharged, he could remain in Pensacola no 
otherwise than as a private unprivileged individual, ame- 
nable to the duly constituted American authorities of the 
place, and subject to the l^ame control of General Jackson, 
as a private citizen of the United States would have been 
to that of the governor of the Floridas, before the surren- 
der had taken place. 

" That this was the opinion of Colonel Callava himself, 
and of his friends who applied.to Judge Fromentine for the 
writ of habeas corpus, to rescue him from the arrest under 
which he w£U5 placed by the order of General Jackson, is 
apparent from their conduct on that occasion. It is stated 
by Judge Fromentine, that before granting the supposed 
writ Qt( habeas corpus, he required that Colonel Callava 
should enter into a recognizance for twenty thousand dol- 
lars, with two securities, each for the amount of ten thou- 
sand dollars ; the condition of which recognizance was, 
that Colonel Callava should personally be and appear be- 
fore the judge of the United Stat€|f for West Florida, &c, 
whenever required so to do ; that he should not depart 
from the city of Pensacola, without the leave of the said 
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court, nor send away, remove, or otherwise dispose ofi m>- 
known to the said court, any, of the papers in question. 
It was only upon the promise of his friends that this re- 
cognizance should be executed, that Judge Fromentine con- 
sented to issue the writ of habeas corpus ; and this recog- 
nizance renounces in fact every pretension of exemption 
firom the judicial authority of the country ; and consequent- 
ly of the diplomatic privileges of a commissioner. 

" It has been seen that the most important documents re* 
lating to the property of West Florida had been transmitted 
to the Havana; there remained, however, a portion of 
them, particularly of judicial records, relating to the titles 
of individual property. Some of these Colonel Callava 
did deliver up with the province ; others, of the same de- 
scription and character, indispensable for the administra- 
tion of justice in the province, and useless at the Havana, 
whither it was his intention to have transported them, 
were retained ; not in his possession, but in that of Don 
Domingo Sousa, a Spanish officer, who, by the stipulation 
of the treaty, ought also to have departed from the province 
before the 22d of August. 

" The day immediately preceding that date, the alcaid of 
Pensacola, 2X the suit of a woman, in a humble walk, in- 
deed, of life, but whose rights were, in the eye of General 
Jackson, equally entitled to his protection with those of the 
the highest rank, or the most commanding opulence, had 
represented to him thata number of documents, belonging 
to the alcaid's office, and relatkig to estates at that place, 
and to suits there instituted, were in the possession of Do- 
mingo Sousa ; that the necessity for obtaining possession 
of those documents was urgent, and therefore she requested 
the governor to authorize some one to make a regular de- 
mand of them, and to ascertain what they were. Gover- 
nor Jackson, accordingly, forthwith commissioned the se- 
cretary of the territory, the alcaid of Pensacola himselii 
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and the derk of the county court of Esc»mhia, to proceed 
to the dwelling of Sousa, to make demand of all such ];^- 
pers or docum^dtSy bdonging to ihe alcaid's office, as 
might be in his possession ; and in case of Sousa's refusal 
to exhibit or deliver the tamoy immediately to report the 
hct to him, the governor, in writing. These commission- 
ers the next day reported to the governor that they had 
examined the papers in the possesBion of Sousa ; that they 
had found among them four sets of papers of the kind 
which belonged to the office of the alcadi, and among them 
those in which the woman, from whom the first applica- 
tion had proceeded, was interested ; that they had, both 
verbally and in writing, demanded of him the delivery of 
those documents, which no private individual had a right 
to keep, as they related to the rights of persons holding or 
claiming property in the province ; but that Sousa had re- 
fused to deliver them, alleging that he was but the servant 
oHf Colonel Callava, and could not deliyei them without 
his^rder. In the transactions of Sousa^ on this occasion^ 
is manifested the same consciousness that the claim of 
diplomatic privilege, set up by Colonel Callava, to screen 
him from the operation of the authority of Governor Jack- 
son, was without foundation. For, although he refused 
to deliver up the papers, conformably to the governor's 
command, he submitted to the examination of them by 
the commissioners* in obedience to the same authority ; 
and though he declined receiving from them the letter de- 
manding the delivery of the papers, he told them, that to 
r^ieve himself from the responsibility of keeping them, 
he should deliver them to GU)vernor Callava himself. 
They were accordingly sent to the house of Colonel Cal- 
lava, and put into the possession of his steward Fullerat. 
It is clear, however, that, if the papers, while in Sousa's 
possession,' were privileged from delivering up at the com- 
mand of Gk>vemor Jackson^ they were equally privileged 
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from esEmination by the same authority ; aad^ if they 
were not lawfully screened from his process in the custody 
of Sousa, they could not be made so by removing them to 
the house of Colonel Cailava* The truth is, that the re« 
moval of the documents, at that time, and in such a man- 
ner, was a high and aggravated contempt of the lawful 
authority of the governor. It not only claimed for Colo* 
nel Callava diplomatic immunities, but assumed that he 
was still the governor of the province, and that Sousa was 
amenable for his conduct only to him. Colonel Callava 
might, on the same pretence, have retained the whole body 
of the Spanish officers and troops under his command at 
Pensacola, and insistei^on exercising over them all his 
extinguished authority, as governor and commander in 
chief, after the 21st of August, as he could to exercise 
any official authority within the province, over Domingo 
Sousa, or to extricate him fi<om the lawful jurisdiction of 
Governor Jackson. 

** It is under these circumstances that the subsequent 
measures of Governor Jackson are to be considered. He 
immediately issued an authority to C<d. Robert Butler, and 
Col. John Miller, to seize the body of Sousa,. together with 
the papers, and to bring them before him, that Sousa might 
answer such interrogatories as might be put to him, and 
comply with such order and decree, touching the said do* 
cuments and records^ as the rights of the individuals^ s€» 
cured to them hy the treaty, might require^ and the justice 
of the ease might demand. By virtue of this order, SouiSa 
was brought before Governor Jackson, and again recog* 
nized the authority under which he was taken, by answer* 
ing the interrogatories put to him. But he had already 
put the papers and documents out d his possession $ and 
thus, as &r a9 was in his power, baffled the ends of jus* 
tice, and set at defiance -the kwftd sutkmty of the go* 
iremoT» ' 
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» In this transaction, Colonel Callaya was avowedly the 
principal agent; and altogether unjustifiable as it was, 
whatever consequences of ineonrenience to himself re- 
sulted from it, must be imputed to hinu It was an undis- 
guised effort ta prostrate the authority of the United 
States in the province ; nor had Goyemor Jackson any 
other alternative to choose, than tamely to see the sove- 
reign power of his country, intrusted to him, trampled 
under foot, and exposed to derision by a foreigner, remains 
ing there only upon his sufferance, or by the vigorous ex- 
ercise of his authority to vindicate at once the rights 6f 
the United States,, and the just claims of individuals to 
their protection. 

*' Governor Jackson could consider Colonel Callava in 
no other light than that of a private individual, entitled 
indeed, as the officer of a foreign power, to courtesy, but 
BOt to exemption from the process of the law. Notwith- 
standing his improper conduct, Governor Jackson, in 
the first instance, authorized Col. Butler and Dr. Bro- 
naugh, accompanied by Mr. Brackenridge, the alcaid, 
to wait upon him and his steward, and demand &omthem 
the specified papers, which Sousa had declared, in his an- 
swer to the interrogatories to have been delivered to the 
steward at Governor Callava's house. It was only in 
case of the refusal to give up the papers, that the order 
extended to the seizure of the person of Colonel Callava, 
that he might be made to appear before Governor Jackson, 
to answer interrogatories, and to abide by, and perform, 
such order and decree as the justice of the case might 
demand. This demand was accordingly made, and al- 
though at the first moment peremptorily refused, yet, upon 
Colonel Callava's bemg informed that his refusal would 
be considered as s^ing at defiance the authority of the 
governor of the.Floridas, and of the consequences to him- 
self which must ensue upon his petsisting therein, he de- 
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sired to be furnished with a memorandum setting forth 
the documents required, which was accordingly done. 
But when the delivery of the papers was again demanded 
of him, he repeated the refusal to deliver them, and at* 
tempted both to avoid the personal approach of Colonel 
Butler and Dr. Bronaugh, and to exhibit a resistance by 
force of arms to the execution of the governor's order. 
And it is not a little remarkable, that among the persons 
who appeared thus arrayed against the authority of the 
United States, to accomplish the denial and removal of 
the papers, was a man against whom the most important 
of those papers were judicial decisions of Governor Cal- 
lava himself, in behalf of the orphan children, for the es- 
tablishment of whose rights they were indispensably ne- 
cessary, and at whose application they had been required. 

** Standing thus, in open defiance to the operation of 
the law, Colonel Callava was taken before the governor ; 
and there refusing to answer the interrogatories put to 
him, and asserting the groundless pretension of answering 
only as a commissioner, and by a protest against the acts 
of the governor, he was, by his order, committed to pri- 
son, until the dociunents should be delivered to the alcaid. 
On the next day, a search warrant for the papers was is- 
sued by the governor, upon which they were actually ob- 
tained, and directed to be delivered to the alcaid ; where- 
upon. Colonel Callava was immediately released. 

*' In all these proceedings, you will perceive, sir, that 
not one act of rigor, or even of discourtesy towards Colonel 
Callava, was authorized by Governor Jackson, which was 
not indispensably necessitated for the maintenance of his 
authority, and the discharge of his official duty, by the 
unjustifiable and obstinate resistance of Colonel Callava 
himself. 

** Gbi a review of the whole transactions, I am instructed 
by the president of the United States to say, that he con- 
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siders the documents in question, as among those which, 
by the stipulation of the treaty, ought to have been deli«^ 
vered up, with the prorince, to the authorities of the Uni* 
ted States ; that they were, on the 2uid of August, when 
in the possession of Domingo Sousa, within the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States, and subject to the control of their 
governor, acting in his judicial capacity, and liable to be 
compulsively produced by his order ; that the removal of 
them from the possession of Sousa, after the governor's 
order to him to deliver them had been served upon him, 
could not withdraw them from the jurisdiction of Gover- 
nor Jackson, and was a high and aggravated outrage upon 
his lawful authority ; that the imprisonment of Colonel 
Callaya was a necessary, though by the president deeply 
regretted, consequence, of his obstinate perseverance in 
refusing to deliver the papers, and of his unfounded claim 
of diplomatic immunities, and irregular exercise even of 
the authorities of a governor of Florida, after the autho- 
rity of Spain in the province had been publicly and so- 
l^nly surrendered to the United States. 

" That the documents were of the description of those 
which the treaty had stipulated should be delivered up 
with the province, is obvious, from the consideration of 
their character. They feiht^dto the property of lands in 
the province. They were judicial records, directly af- 
fecting the rights of persons remaining in the province ; 
rights which could not be secured without them ; rights 
over which the appellate tribunal of the governor of Cubay 
to which Colonel Callava proposed to remove the papers^ 
thenceforth could have no authority or control, they hav* 
ing become definitively subject to the jurisdiction of the . 
United States. The only reason assigned by Colonel 
Callava for the pretension to retain them, is, that they 
lelated to the estate of a deceased Spiuiiah officer, and 
*ad thereby been of the resort «f the aiflitary 
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But it was, for Uie rights of the living, and not for the pri- 
vileges of the dead, that the documents were to operate. 
The tribunal of the captain general of Cuba could neither 
seed the production of the papers, nor exercise any au- 
thority over the subject-matter to which they related. To 
have transferred to the island of Cuba a question of liti- 
gated property, concerning land in Florida^ between per- 
sons, all of whom were living, and to remain in Florida, 
would have been worse than a mockery of justice. In- 
deed Mr. Salmon, in his note, appears to have been aware 
of die weakness of this allegation, declines the discussion 
of the <piesti6n ; and in justification of the refusal of Co- 
lonel Callava to deliver up the documents, merely rests its 
defence upon the plea, that the papers had not been de- 
manded of him officially. It has been seen, that Colonel 
Callava had no official character which could then ex- 
empt him from the compulsive process of the governor. 
But Mr. Salmon alledges that the Spanish constitution, as 
well as that of the United Stat^, separates the judicial 
from the executive power exercised by the governor or 
captain general of a province. 

** Neither the constitution, nor the laws of the United 
States, excepting those relating to the revenue and its col- 
lection, and to the slave-trade, had at that time been ex- 
tended to Florida. — ^And as little had the Spanish consti- 
tution been introduced there, in point of feet, however it 
might have been proclaimed. But be this as it may, the 
cause, in relation to which the documents required in the 
case of Tidal had been drawn up, and were needed, was 
one of those which, under the Spanish constitution itself^ 
remained within the jurisdiction of the governor. This 
is declared by Colonel Callava himself, in the third ob- 
servation of the appendix to his protest, transmitted with 
the letter of Mr. Salmon. It is the reason assigned by 
him for having withheld those documents from the al<* 
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caid. And one of them was a judgment rendered by 
Colonel Callava himself after the time when the procla-* 
mation of the Spanish constitution in the province is al-" 
ledged to have been made. The cause therefore was, on 
every hypothesis, within the jurisdiction of the goveriaor ; 
the papers were indispensable for the administration of 
justice in the cause ; and when once applied for, by a per- 
son entitled to the benefit of them, it was the duty, the 
inexorable duty, of Governor Jackson, to put forth all the 
authority vested in him, necessary to obtain them. 

" Nor less imperative was his obligation to punish, with 
out respect of persons, that contempt of his jurisdiction, 
which was manifested in the double attempt of Colonel 
Callava to defy his power, and to evade the operation of 
its process. 

" With regard to the proclamation of General Jackson, 
of the 29th of September, commanding several Spanish 
officers, who, in viola.tion of the stipulation of the treaty, 
had remained at Pensacola, afler the expiration of the six 
months from the day of the ratification of the treaty, to 
withdraw, within four days, from the Floridas, whicl^ 
forms the subject of complaint in jour letter of the 18th 
of November, it might be sufficient to say, that it did no 
more than enjoin upon those officers to do that which they 
ought before, and without any injunction, to have done. 
The engagement of the treaty was, that they should all 
have evacuated the province before the 22d of August. 

" If they remained there after that time, it could only 
be as private individual?, amenable in every particular to 
the laws. Even this was merely an indulgence, which 
it was within the competency of General Jackson, at ui^ 
time, to have withdrawn. From the extract of a letter 
from him, of which I have the honor of dnclpsing a copy, 
it will be seen, that he was far from being disposed to with- 
draw it, had they not, by their abu3e of it, and by open 
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outrages upon his authority, jfbrfeited 6U claims to its con- 
tinuance. 

• " This extract furnishes a^ satisfactory answer to your 
question, why, if the fulfilhnent of tiie arlicle was the ob- 
ject of the proclamation, it was confined to the eight offi- 
cers, by name, and-not extended to all other Spanish offi- 
cers in the Floridas. It was because the deportment of* 
the others was as became them, decent, respectful, and 
friendly towards the government, under the protection of 
which they were permitted to abide. In the newspaper 
publication3^ which gave rise to the proclamation of Gre- 
neral Jackson, the Spanish officers avowedly acted, not 
as private individuals, but as a distinct body of men, 
speaking of Colonel Callava as their chiefs their superior ; 
and arrogating to themselves, aar a sort of merit, the con- 
descension of knowing what was due to a government 
(meaning the American government) which was .on the 
most friendly footing with their own. This is language 
which would scarcely be proper for the embassador of one 
nation, upon the territory of another, to which he would 
owe not even a temporary allegiance. From persons sii- 
tuated as those Spanish officers were, it was language of 
irtSubordination and contempt. - - - 

" In alluding to the feet, that officers of the American 
squadron, in the Mediterranean, are sometimes received 
with friendly treatment on the territories of Spain, to make 
a case parallel with the present, it would be necessary to 
showj that some superior officer of the said squadron 
should, while enjoying the hospitality of the Spanish na 
tioh upon their shores, first att^iipt to evade and to resist, 
the operation of process from the constituted judicial tri- 
bunate of the country, and then pretend, as an American 
officer, to be wholly independent of them ; and that some 
of his subalterns should not only countenance and support 
]b±m in these attempts, but should affect to consider hiniy 
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while on Spanish fft&mdf na their only sapemr and chiefs 
and hy unfounded and inflammatory putilications ;in ^bo 
daily journals) to arouse ^e^eople of Spain, to teroLt aiid 
insurrection agaimt'^the jiidicial tribunal of their own 
country. '"•',.'* ^ 

*^ If the bare statsmetit of such a ««se would be suffi* 
oient to taise the i^dignatipn of erery honorable Spaiiiard» 
let it be obserydd, that even this would be without some 
"^f the aggravations of the conduct of these Spanish ofB* 
cers at Pensacola. For such outrage would be far less 
dangerous, committed against old established authorities, 
which might rely upon the sxipport of the whole people 
surjounding them', than in the presence of a peoplei 
whose allegiance had been ftist transferred to a new go* 
vernment, axtd when the revolt to v^hich they were sti* 
mulated would seem little more than^'obedienc^to the 
authoi;ities to which they had always been accu^med to 
submit. . ' V 

"The very power which the Spanish governor and 
officers had exercised before the surrei]tder of ihe pro- 
vince, ^ought to have been a. most urgent warning to thcsiR 
to avoid every semblance H)£;;autl^|efrity in themselves, or 
of resistancsir ta< that of tke United States, after the troiip- 
fer of the province had been completed. 

" In forbearing, particularly to reply to that poH' of 
your note, in which you think yourself authorized to 
pronounce the charge of QeneralJackson agflSnst these 
Spanish officers, of having atteH^>ted' to excitefdiscontcili^ 
in the i^liabitants, faiuj I shall1)arely express the )iope, 
that theterm wn$ admitted ii^your coi|anunication ixmi* 
vertently. The etwduct of the officers, at the time of 
Colonel Callava's conflict with the authority of the go* 
vernor, as weU as in their insulting ^fjarspaperpubliea* 
tion, was of a character and.toadency too strongly mark* 
^ t© leave a doubfe^f ^e truth with which it is deifcriM 



m General Jackson's proclamatioiH a|»d in passing tin» 
noticed this and 'other mere invectives affainst dh oofficer, 
w]ii98€ sefvices to this natioi^ h%ve. eiltitled hinf toHkeir 
lughest regard, and whose "vdiole oareer has been sig* 
nalized by the {purest intentions and fhe most el!evated pur- 
poses, I wish to b^nnderstood aSsiibftaining from obser- 
vatioos, which, however justified by the occasion, could 
but acfd to the unpleasantness of a ^^scussion already suf* 
ficiently painful. * v- - 

" That this conduct o^ the part df the Spanish offi<$eTS 
was highly reprehensible, cannot reasonably be denied, 
and had General Jackson been disposed to animadvert 
upon it with severity, his course would undoubtedly have 
been that which you have pointed out as appropriate to 
the offence. They would hme been cited before the pro- 
per tribunal,- heaii^npOft' specific charges, allowed time 
and liberty to make theii: defence, and pimished by com- 
mitment tb prison. -^ General JackB.on preferred a milder-^ 
a more indulgent measure ; and without prosecuting them 
as sriminals, only withdrew from them the privilege of 
a protracted infr?iction of the treaty, by requiring them 
' forthwith to depatf from the province. To justify him in 
this requisition, neithef arr^ ner judicial ttial was ne- 
cessary or. ptoper. The fects were of public notoriety, 
aad could not be denied^ The proclama!tion only requir- 
ed of them the eceeution of the treaty^ by the 'vemoval 
of their pc^rsons. Had their conduct even been unexcep- 
tionable, this measure would have been virithin the un- 
doubted authority of General Jackson. As their deport- 
ment had been^dt was the most lenient, exercise of his 
power practicable, to vindicate the ins^ted honor and jus- 
tice of his country." 
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CHAPTER XVt 

Genenii Jackson resigns the government of the FUrid<k$*^ 
Is nominated by th€ Tennessee legislature for the pre* 
Hdency — Is elected to the senate of the United States^. — 
Lafayette visits him at the Hermitage-^President elect' 
ed by the house of representatives — Mr, Adams chosen 
•^-General Jackson again nominated — Resigns his sea4 
ij» the senate in consequence — His address to the Ten* 
nessee legislature on that od^asiow— -Visits various 
towns in Tenitessee — His replies to addresses,made to 

m 

him by his fellotO'citizens— Receives an invitation to 
attend the celebration of the 8th January at New Or* 
leans — Description of that ,celebration0 

General Jackson had for a long series of yeais been 
arduous and unremitting in his '(endeavors to serve bis 
country^ and his success in every -attempt muBt have af« 
forded him the richest consolations, ^us must also the de- 
monstrations he every where met with, of the respect and 
gratitude of his countrymen. He wished Idt retirement^ 
and as his country was in the enjoyment of peaoe and 
unrivaled prosperity, to the production of which he had 
so largely contributed, h« could with honor to himself 
retire to private life, and in seclusion enjoy the' frtiits of 
his privatiotns and hardships. This wish he expressed 
in a letter to the secretary of state. He accordingly re- 
signed his government of the Floridas, and returned to 
Nashville. 
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. He ^yas not, however, permitted long to enjoy the re- 
pose he .80 mujch needed. In May, 18S^, the legislature 
of Tennessee nominated him a candidate for the paresi- 
dency of the United States.^ He was elected in the au- 
tumn of the same year to the United States senate. A 
new tariff w;as enacted the next session, which received 
his support. ' 

The.second term of office exercised by Mr. Monroe as 
premdent of the United States, was approaching its ter- 
minatiofiy and the question of his successor was at this 
period agitated with much bitterness of party spirit 
throughout the Union. The candidates were Gfeneral 
Jackson and H. Clay, of the west, Messrs. Crawford and 
Calhoun, of the south, and J. Q,. Adams, of the north; 
Concerning the merits of General Jackson's competitors 
for the presidency, it is not our province to comment. 
But we can say of General Jackson, that he was decided- 
ly the popular candidate. The unyielding integrity of 
his character — ^the courage, ability, and lofly patriotism 
exhibited in a life of devotedness to the welfare of his 
country in seasons of her greatest peril — the prosperous 
ibecurity and renown which the energies of his mind and 
the prowess of his arm had achieved for her, were not 
without a grateful response jfrom a large majority of Jiis 
fellow-citizens. The proof of this was found in the. re- 
sult of the presidential canvass in 1834. 

While the friends of the several candidates were press- 
ing the claima of their respective fevoritesy General La- 
&yette made his memorable visit to the United States. 
The spontaneous bursts of gratitude with which, he was 
every where received, are fresh in the recollection of 
every reader. The tour which he made of the United 
States brought him at length to Nashville, Tennessee. 
Levasseur, secretary to General^ Lafayette, during his 
journey through the United States, after speaking of the 
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cordial reception of the nation's guest by €(eneral Jack- 
•on and the inhabitants of Nashvillet thus happily des- 
cribes the risit of General La&yette and suite, to the resi- 
dance of General Jackson's upon the banks of the Cum- 
berland. 

^' At one o'clock, we embarked with a numerous com- 
pany, to proceed to dine with General Jackson, whose 
residence is a few miles up the river. We there found 
numbers of ladies and farmers from the neighborhood* 
whom Mrs* Jackson had invited to partake of the enter* 
tainment she had prepared for General Lafayette. The 
first thing that struck me on arriving at the general's, 
was the simplieity of his house. Still somewhat infiti- 
enced by my European habitd, T asked myself if this 
could really be the dwelling of the most popular man in 
the United States, of him whom the country proclainied 
one of her most illustrious defenders ; of him, finally, who 
by the will of the people was on the point of becoming 
her chief magi^rate. One of our fellow-passengers; a 
citizen of Nashville, witnessing my astonishment, asked 
me, whether in France, our public men, that is tO say, 
the servants of the public, lived very differently from other 
citizens ? * Certainly,' said I ; * thus$ for example* the 
majority of our generals, all our ministers, and even the 
greater part of our subaltern administrators, would think 
themselves dishonored^ and would not dare to receive any 
one at their houses, if they only possessed such a resi- 
dence as this of Jackson's; and the modest dwellings of 
ywn illustrious chiefs of the revolution, Washington, 
John Adams^ Jefferson, ^c^, would only inspire them 
with contempt and disgust. They must first have in the 
city an immense and vast office, called a hotel, in which 
two large lamilies could live with ease, but which they 
fill with a crowd of servants strangely and ridiculously 
dressed, and whose only employment, ^for the most part* 
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is to iiisuU:.thos6 honest citizens who come on foot to visit 
their master*. ^They must also have another large esta- 
blishment in the country^ which they call a chateau, and 

• 

in widch they accumulate, all the luxuries of fumiturey 
decorations* entertainmcmts^and dress — ^in fact, every thing 
that can make them forget the country. Then they must 
have, to ^aajble them to ^o from one to the other of these 
habitations, a great number of carriages, horses, and ser- 
vants.V ' Very well,' interrupted the Tennessean, sha- 
king his head as if in doubt, * but who provides these 
{Hiblic officers with ,all the money thus swallowed up in 
luxury, and how do the afiairs of the people go on ?' ' If 
you ask' them, they will tell you that it is the king who 
pays them, although I can assure you that it is the nation, 
.which is borne down by tazes^for the purpose ; as to busi- 
ness, it is both well and. badly attended to, but generally 
^e latter.' f And why do you submit to such a state of 
things ?' < BecauiSLe we cannot remedy it/ ^ What ! you 
eancot remedy it ? A nation so great, so enlightened as 
the French, cannot prevent its officers, magistrates, and 
servants,' from enjoying, at their expense, a scandalous 
and immoral luxuriousnesst and at the same time not at- 
tenduig to their duties ! .whilst we, who have just assumed 
our name^ among iaations, are enjoying the. immense ad- 
vantage of only having for magistrates, men who are 
plain, honest, laborious» and more jealous of our esteem 
than solicitous for wealth. Permit me to believe thai 
what you have tojd is only pleasantry, and tli|^. you wish- 
ed to amuse yourself for a moment with a poor Tennes- 
sean who has never visited Europe. But rest assured* 
that however ignorant we may be of what passes on th^ 
other side of the water, it i3 not easy to make ua credit 
things .which militate so strongly against g^ood sense and 
the digniity of man*' Do what I could» I could never 
make this good-citizen of Nashville believe that I waa 
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BOt jesting, imd wfta obl^ed to leave him in- t&e belief that 
we were not worse governed in France than iathe United 
States. 

" General Jaekson snceecniTely showed us his gardeit 

and &nn, which appeared to he well etiltivated. We 

every where remarked the greatest order, and most per* 

feet neatness; and we might have b^ieved ourselves cm 

the property of one of the richest and most skillful of the 

, Qermai) farmers, if, at every step, oux tyes had not been 

afflicted by the sad spectacle of jslavery. * Every body told 

us that General Jackson's slaves were treated with the 

greatest humanity, and several persons assured us, that it 

would nc^ surprise them, if, in a ^ort.time^^their fnaste^, 

who already had so many claims on the gratitude of hie 

fellow-citizens, should attempt to augment it still more^ 

by giving an example of gradual emancipation to Tennes^ 

see, which w6uld be the more easily accomplished, as 

there are in this state but 79,060 slaves in a populatimi of 

423,000, and from the public mind becoming more in* 

elined than formerly to the abolition of slavery. 

* "On returning to the houSe, some friends of Genetal 

Jackson, who probably had not seen him for some time, 

begged him to show them the arms presented to him in 

honor of his achievementis ditriiig the last war; he ac-* 

ceded to their request with gri&at politenes8,^nd placed on 

a table, a sword, a sabre, and a pair ^f pistols. The 

sword was presented to him by congress ; the s^bre, I 

1)elieve, by "the army which fought under his command at 

New Orleans. These two weapons, of American manu* 

fiicture, were remarkable for their finish, and still mois 

so for the honorable ikiscriptions, with which they Were 

covered. But it was to the pistols, Ihat General JacksoR 

wished more particularly to draw our -attention ; he han^ 

ed them to General La&yette, and asked him if he re* 

cognized them. The latter, after examiinlng th^DH atteift* 
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tireiy fcr a few nuauteci, replied, that he fuUj Kcolleeted 
them, to be a pair he had presented in 1778 to his pater- 
lal friend Washington^and that he experienced a real 
4ati«&(^n in finding -them in the hands of one so worthy 
qf possessing- them. At these words the fitce of old 
Hickoiry was cohered with a modest blush, and his eye 
sparkled as in a day of victory. . * Yes ! I believe myself 
wiurthy- of th^n,' exclaimed he, in. pressing the pistols 
and La&yefte's hands to bis breast ; > if not from what I 
hare done, at least for what I wished to ilo Ibr my coun- 
try.' All the bystanders applauded this noble confidence 
of the patriot hero, and were convinced that the weapons 
of Washington could not be in better hands than those of 
Jackson." 

Mr.. Calhoun withdrew from the canvass of 1834, and 
the e^atest was-maintuned between the other candidates, 
the result of which was, no choice by the people. Gene- 
ral Jackson received 09 electoral votes; J. Ct. Adams 84; 
W- H. Crawford 41 ; and Henry Clay 37, Consequent- 
ly the choice, by a constitutional provisio|l, devolved on 
the house of representatives. To this method of election 
there are many weighty objections. It deprives the peo- 
)ple of their legitimate right of siifirage, and plctces it in 
the .hands of their national representatives ; and as the 
vote is given by states, the smallest state . in point of po- 
pulation has a weight equal to the largest, a circumstance 
which ^stroyathe equilibrium of sufiiage. It also paves 
the way to bribery and earruptionr.for\he practical dflbct 
of the systiem will c^en place it m the power of one or 
two individuals to decide the political destiny of the' com- 
petiters£»r the.prestdeotkl chair, in a manner that will 
lasult in the produetmi' of their own einolument or ag- 
gnui&sBementv - 

That this influence revised Mr* Adamd to the presidency 
JA I8S6^ has beefi asserted by a- large majority of the 
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iUnerican people* Whether aueh was the &ct, it is not 
our purpose to prove; we shall t)nly state the &ct8' as 
they existed, so hr as they are connected with theiiistorj 
of General Jackson, and our readers, after satisfying- the^* 
sdves of their truth, will be enabled to make their own 
inferences^ The method of election, where no choice is 
made by the people, is pointed out by the constitution of 
the United States. The members of the house of repre^ 
sentatives are to proceed to a choice, each state being al** 
lowed one vote; A majority of the members from any 
one state,' decide what Vote that state shall give. Three 
candidates only, those who receive the greatest number 
of electoral votes/ can come before the house. On the 
election , of which we speak, Messrs* Jackson, Adams, 
and Crawford, -were the individuals having the greatest 
number of electoral votes, and therefore, came into the 
house. It 5vas now that the anti*republican results of the 
constitutional method of electing a president by the re- 
presentatives of the nation, appeared in their most .forbid- 
ding form. Mr, Clay had received the votes of three 
^ates ; it therefore beeame obvious that his vote as a re- 
presentative from Kentucky^ would influence a majority 
of the members of the house Irom. his own. state, and also 
a majority of those from the slates. of Ohio and Miasoim, 
which states gave him their votes when the election was 
before the pieople. Next to Mr. Clay at this period, Ge- 
neral Jackson was the ^^hoice of Kentucky. Mr. Clay 
and his colleagued'were advisedof this, not ^mly from their 
own knowledge, but from the instructions of ^e Kentucky 
legislature; yet the vote of that state, contrary to the 
wishes of a majority of its inhabitants^ was given 'b3r Miv 
Cky to Mr. Adams) and he was elected^ and immediiKle- 
ly appointed Mr. Clay to the office of secretary of state. 

This result of ^ dectfon, brought against Messrs* 
Adams and Clay direct charges oC bargain and eormp- 
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don. /An invesligation of the subject took place in tlie 
K^itacky legislature, where it was prof ed by a numbeot 
<^iii^hiy respectable individuals, that, aller the return of 
: \ Oeneral Metcalfe and Mr. Trimble, of the Kentticky de- 
legation, they avowed their reaaion for voting for Mr. 
Adams- WBS9 that they had ascertained that he would 
make Mr* Clay secretary bf state, and General Jackson 
would not./ Our readers will ascertain the correctness 
oflfais, by a reference to the report of the proceedings of 
the Kentucky legislature in that investigation.' 

In October, 1895, General Jstokson was nominated by 
thfe -Tennessee legislature a candidate for the presidency. 
The proceedings of the legislature, and' Greneral Jack- 
80n*s resignation 6f his seat in the United States senate 
m consequence, ate as follows*: - 

In the senate Mr. Kennedy submitted " that General 
Andrew Jackson, ef this state, be recommended to the 
fbeiemen of the United States, as a fellow^^itizen, who, by 
hill numerous and faithful public services, in the cabinet 
and in the field, his energy and decision, his political 
qualifications, and strict' adherence to the principles of re- 
publicsnism,' merits to be elected to the office of chief ma- 
gistrate of this Union, at the next presidential election.'* 

This resolution was agreed to in both houses, with 
only one or two dissenting Voices. 

" On Friday, October 7th, the house of representatives 
received from the senate a niessage informing this house 
that they had adopted the following resolutions, iii which 
Uiey asked a conourrence : * 

" ** Resolved, as an evidence ctf the respect and attach 
ment entertained by this legislature,'H[n common with our 
fellowKiitiziens, towards General Andrew Jackson for his 
high personal qualificatioiis, and numerous and impor- 
tant services rendered to his conntry, that the two btanehes 
of this g^eral assembly will receive him on the &y 
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next after his arriyal at the seat of government, at IS 
o'clock, in the representative hallt 

'* Resolved, that one or both of , the speakers, on behalf 
of the two houses, shall deliver, at snch.time, to General 
Jackson, an address, expressive of the high personal sa^ 
tis&ction they ieel in rektion lo the course he pursued, 
during the pendeney of the li^ presidential election* . 
- *' Resolved, that a joint select committee be appointed 
to wait upon General Jackson, on his arrival at the seat 
of government, to inform him of the foregoing^ resolutions^ 
and conduct him within the .bar of the house of Te^eaeU' 
tativBS, and that Mr. Hall and Mr. Kennedy are appoint- 
ed said committee on the part of the senfite. 

" The house of representatives concurred in the fore- 
going resolutions, and appointed Messrs. Gibbs, Desha, 
Turney, and Fitzgerald, to be of the committee on their 
part. ' . 

** The general arrived at Murfreedborough on the IBA 
ultimo, and was immediately waited upon by the commit- 
tee of the legislature. On the 14th, at 12 o'clock, he was 
conducted to the hall and addressed by the speakers of the 
two houses, to which he made an appropriate reply, imd 
then handed in a resignation of his seat in the S€^iate of 
the United States." 

The following is General Jackson's resigm^on to the 
legislature of Tennessee. . . 

'♦ Two years ago, by the unsolicited suffrage of the le- 
gislature of Tennessee, I was appointed to the situation of 
senator in congress. Pursuing the principle by which I 
had ever been governed, nether to, seek after or decline 
office, the appointment conferred was accepted. Aware 
of the praQtice which had long prevailed, of selecting fipom 
each extreme^ of the state, a person for the high and re** 
sponsible situation of senator, I felt regret at being broij^ght 
forward to disturb a system which had-so long obtained ; 
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je^y masmncli as the legislature, without tiBy knowledge 
or trndetstandiag ou my part, had called me to the situa- 
tion# it was impossible to withhold my/consent ; and ac- 
cordingly the appointment was, though reluctantly, ac- 
cepted; not, however, without its being previously pro- 
lessed by my £riend9» that a longer term of service than 
one congress would neither be required ^or expected. 
That service has been performed. I was still though, 
pcmdering and in doubt, whether exceptions to my re^^ 
signing might not be taken ; and H it might not be pro* 
per for me to execute the full term which you had assign- 
ed me, when my mind was brought to a conclusion by 
some late proceedings of your own, and a determination 
formed to surrender immediately back into your hands 
the re^[>onsible trust you had heretofore confided. 

<« <^e induoetnent to my determination is, that travel- 
ing to the city of Washington, twice a year^ imposes no 
inconsiderable i&tigue; and, although this is a minor 
consideration, -and one which would have been met with 
cheerfuln^ts, if business, involving the interest of our 
haj^y country^ had required the exertion ; yet I am aWare 
of nothing ^ great national importance which is likely to 
come be£>re congress, excepting. a, subject that- you have 
lately had before your body^--the amending the constitu- 
tion of th<3 United States in relation to the choice of a 
chief magistrate. Upon this n^ntter I greatly doubted 
whether it might not be my dutyrag^n to appear in the 
seni^te» and extend my ^ble aid towards producing an 
alteration in which gpreat interests with the people of the 
United Statesexist, and on which the securfty of our re- 
publican system may depend. But haviiig been advised 
of a resolution of your hoiiorable body, presenting again 
my name to the American people, for the office of chief 
magii^rate of this Union, I could no longer hesitate on 
the course I should pursue; doubt yielded to certainty, 
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and I determined, forthwith, to ask your indulgaiiee to 
be excused from any further serrice in the councib of.thd 
nation. - - 

'' Thus 8ituated,^-my name presented to thej&eemeiK 
of the United States for the first office known to the con* 
■titiition, — I could not, with any thii^ of approbation on 
my pa^t, consent either to urge or encourage an altera- 
tioB, which might weat ^e appearance of being induced 
by selfish condderations; bya desire to adirance myown 
views. I feel a thorough and sale conviction^ that impu* 
tation would be ill founded, and that nothing could prompt 
me to any active course on that^ subject, which my judg* 
ment did- not a^^rove ; yet, as from late evei^sy it mighl 
be inferred, that the prospects of your reoonmiendation 
could be- rendered probable only by the people- having the 
choice given to them direct, abundant room would be af- 
forded to ascribe any exertions of mine to causes apper- 
taining exclusively to myse^. Imputations^ thus made, 
would^ be extremely irksome to any person -of virtuous 
and independent feeling : they would certainly prove so 
to me ; and hence the determination to retire from a situa- 
tion where strong suspicions might, at least, attach, and 
with great seeming propriety. I hasten, therefore, to 
tender this, my resignation, into^-the hands of those who 
conferred, it, that, in the exercise of their constitutional 
rights, they may confide it to some one deserving their 
(Confidence and approbation. 

** Being about to retire again to private life, it is pro- 
bably the last time IshalLhave an<^portunky of address- 
ing you. Permit me, then, to suggest some remarks 
upon the amendment which you have proposed to the 
constitution of the United States.* Our political &brie 
being regulated by chedcs and. balances, where experi- 
ffBce assures us that those which have been resorted to 
are. inefficient ; or that, however weH their boundaries 
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Jiave been defined on the parchment: of the eonstkoiionf 
soniB new .barrier ^o the encroachments of power or cor« 
ruption, inany of the departments of goyemment, isne< 
cessary ; a corrective should be applied ; and, nnder 
such circumstances, it is the duty of the people to see that 
one is provided. There is no truth more sacred in poli* 
tics, and none more conclusively stamped upon jdl the 
state constitutions, as well as the federal constitution, than 
that which requires the three great departments of power, 
the legislative, judicial, and executive, to be kept s^Mtrate 
and apart. But simple and manifest as this truth is, the 
difficulty of arriving at, in practice with constitutional 
restraints, still remains, and presents a question, whether 
the wisdom and virtue of the present generation, with a 
view to amendment in this important matter, may not be 
nsefully employed.' Gratitude to the founders of our 
happy government, -cannot be lessened by honest efibrts, 
on our part, to improve, or rather to fortify, th^ blessings 
which have been transmitted to us, with' such additional 
guards as experience has pxoved to be necessary. Upon 
this principle, I venture fully to accord with you, in the 
contemplated change propoaed to the coi^titution ; and, 
indeed, would go further^ With a view to sustain, more 
efTectuiGilly in practice, the axiom which divides the three 
great classes of power into independent, constitutional, 
checks, I would impose a provision, rendering any memv 
her of congress ineligible to office, under the general 
goremment, during the term for which he was elected, 
and for two years thereafter, except in cases of judicial 
office ; and these I would except for the reason, that va- 
cancies, in this department,, are not frequent occurrences, 
and because no barrier should be interposed in selecting, 
to the bench,' men of the first talents and integrity. Their 
trusts and duties being of the most responsible kind, the 

widest poss&le range should be permitted, that • jndioiotis 

2S 
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efr, yet his efroxiaaybe presently retrieved, ftiid bo een^ 
shleiafale injury Tesult ; but with judges, particularly in 
die laat les&rt, error is &tal, because mCfaont a remedy. 

*^ The efieot of such a constitutional proTMtoti is ob» 
fious. By it congress, in a considerable degree, wouM 
be free from that connexion with the ezeeutive departntent 
which, at present, gives strong ground of apprehension 
and jealousy on the part of the peo|^e. Members, instead 
of being liable to be withdrawn from legislating pn (he 
great^ interests of the muion, through, prospects of exeeu* 
trre patroimge, wou^: be more liberally confided in by 
dkeir constituents ; while their vigikme^ would be less 
interrupted by party fedings and' party excitements. Oal- 
culations; from ^intrigue or management, would ^il ; - nor 
would their deliberations or their investigation of subjects 
consume so much time. The morals of the country 
would be improved, and virtue, uniting with the^ labors of 
the representativee, az»i with the ofiicial ministers of the 
law, would tend to pi^rpetuate the honor and glory of the 
government. 

** But if this change in the constitutioa ^should not be 
Oti^ined, and important appointments continue to devolve 
Oh the representatives in congress, it requires no d^rth of 
thiiHight to be convinced, that corruption will become the 
ord^r ef the day ; and tinit^ under the garb of oonscien- 
ti^9as sacrificeato establii^ precedents for the public good, 
evih of serious importance to the freedom and prosperiity 
of the repuUic may arise. It is through this channel 
that tlie people may^ expect to'be«ttacked in their cexisti*^ 
m:ioaal sovereignty, aitd where tyvanny may well be ap^ 
ftffitonded'to'ifffing up, in some ixveilable emergency. 
Against such inroads every guard ought to be mlerposed, 
'^d ifmie better '«ecurs,(^aar that of elosmg- the suspected 
^vpemie >v)ih maiit aecowary «i»tstit«Uaottal rostnedott* 
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We know humaa nature to be pxo^ to oyil^ w«. ar# 
early taught to pray* that we may not be led into tempta^ 
tion ; igid hence the opinion, that, by Qonstitutional .pip^ 
vision, all avenues to temptation, on the part qf our politir 
cal servants, should be closed. 

. ** My name having been befi>re the nation for the office 
of chief magistrate during the time I served, as your se* 
nator, placed me in a situation truly delicate ; but delicate 
as it was, my friends do not, and my enemies cannot, 
charge me with descending from the independent ground 
then occupied, with degrading the trust reposed on me, 
by intriguing for the presidential chair. As, by a reso* 
lution of your body, you have thought proper again to 
present my name to the American people, I must entreat 
to be excused from any further service in the senate ; and 
to suggest, in conclusion) that it is due to myself to i^c- 
tice upon the maxims reconnnended to others ; and hence, 
feel constrained to retire from a situation where tempta- 
tions may exist, and suspicions arise, of the exercise of an 
influence tending to my own aggrandi^seiaeirt^ 

^'Accept, d&c. 6&C. Andrew Jackson.'* 

Aiter the resignation of his seat in the United States 
•emte. General Jackson retired again to the Hermitage, 
on the banks of the Cumberl^aid^ Business,, however^ 
called him occasionally abroad^ C^ one occasion, the 
inhabitants of Jackson, Tennessee*^ addressed him, to 
which, addresa he made the following characteristic reply : 

*^ If, in my march thiiou^h life, it has been my good 
fortune to be an actor in scenes which eventuated benefit 
cially, my greatest satis&ction is^ in knowing that, at this 
day,, they are cmisidered as they were intended, for the 
benefit and advanciSBieiil; of our common country* The 
last spot on the glob^ where liberty has found a resting 
plnce, will notp.I hope, wani defendexs,.and sinoere ones* 
vbenever an a^nnilt may come. The w^ld cannot re« 



SM BIOORAPBT OF 

msin at peace. Human nature is restless — and man, as 
he ever has been, is ambitious. Because our govern- 
ment is formed upon new principles, we must not trust 
alone to that ; but mark, with care and caution, the secret 
and silent inroads, which intrigue, ambition, and cutxning, 
firom time to time, may originate. In selecting, at any 
time, any agent to discharge those important functions, 
which, under our form of government, must necessarily 
be confided to him who represents us, let mind be one 
great consideration ; but, above all, let it be ascertained 
that virtue and purity have, with him, taken up their 
abode, dwelling with him, and he with them. By this 
means, and only this, can our government go down un- 
impaired to posterity. Mere form and ceremony in the 
guidance of our affairs, can avail but little; We must be 
careful and vigilant to adhere to those great principles, 
which characterize and mark the government we possess.*' 

In May, 18^, General Jackson was nominated for the 
presidency, by a meeting of citizens in Philadelphia ^ 
and it now became evideait :thftt he would be the only 
competitor with Mr. Adams for that station. His popu- 
larity increased rapidly, and many observers of the signs 
of the times were sanguine of his success. At an anniver- 
sary of our independ^ice at Fayetteville, Tennessee, in 
July following, he was present ; and in reply to an ad- 
dress made to him, said : 

" Your cordial welcome is grateful to my feelings.- It 
recalls to my recollection the urhanity and hospitality 
which were extended to me and my troops by the citizens 
of this town and country, 1813, while encamped in its 
vicinity, on their march to pvotect our southern frontier 
from the ruthless savage. Sir, the orderly conduct of the 
brave men I had the happiness then to command^ was 
honorable to them^to me, and to their country. Those 
high^aninded men, whom patriotism alone had- led to lh« 



tented fiel4f to defend their country oad tJMJt. couatryV 
13 j^kta^ eoiild not troBpMfi on, or iofinnge tlie rights and 
j^irileg^ of. iheix feUowHshisens of FayeifcoyiUo and (rf 
Iducoln oonnty. Theso were tbe^ weaHh and sinew of 
your country— ^hey were the cttixenHBoidiersi who a]>pi»* 
ciatedy above all oaitUy^UossiogB, their liberties achieTed 
by their ^re&thers, and had sworn to hand than dowoi 
unimpairedy to theit children, or die in the atteni^, Wfth 
audi an army your rights could not be infringedt nor your 
property ni<^ested. In the rsaskks oi such men, order, 
diacipliiie, and i^rict subordination, were easily introduced 
and maintained. It was the prowess of these citizennsol- 
diers that enabled rae so pronq^ly and effectually to.ter- 
mdnate a savage^ war^-ta- meet and vanquish their more 
savage allies, the British, at New Orleans, wMck gave 
eeeuriiy to your borders, and peace to the nation. I,, sir, 
was only a humUe instrument in the hands of a "vvise 
and superintending Providence, for the aceomplishsaeiit 
of those important and beneficial obje^, 

" My humble efforts in the service of my country, 
whether in the field or cabinet, I am fearful, are too high- 
ly appreciated>by you. I can with caadorj however, de- 
(^Or that in every situation, to which: I have been cailled 
l^ my feUow'Citizens, my best judgment has hu&OL qmc^ 
ciaed, and uoeeaeing exeartions beem empioyed» to j^onale 
the best intoresta of my country. How fer I have 4M6- 
coodod, is evid^oed by yoia a^Bpxobalion* 

*« You, sir, have been pteaaed to pass in roiriew mf 

fiOfiduQjt in the lale presidcaBitial oootoBl. I. trust 3^111 will 

briiieve B»e candid when I asaara ypu^ that I haone: too 

long practiced the pure princi^HM; of repffiVlidHunt tm 

i^ndon tham afe i]m. lala fariAd. q£ mjis ^ I haye al- 

waya \ma lau^ t^^Mhm^. thait.. cDirs: ia^a i^ wrmaii t 

imei. upcm |ha i^.eC thep0C9k,.aiid;«s<iidil]alie&&si]wir 

tcosferij^, mi ha|q|imafli miimsi^)y^^ bt. tba ad«|0tiae 

86* • 



of OUT constitution, the people secured to themselres tli^ 
right of choosing their awn agents to adnunister the go* 
yeminent agreeably to their own will, as expressed by the 
voice of a majority. Surely^ then, in the exercise of these 
important rights, they ought to be left to the dictates of 
their own unbiassed judgments. Actiagy sir, in accord- 
ance to these fundamental principles of our government, 
and having laid it down as a rule from which I have 
never departed, • neither to seek, nor decline office, when 
freely offered by the people,' I could not interfere, in any 
manner whatever, in that contest, while either before the 
people, OT the people's representatives. Your approbation 
of my course is, therefore, truly gratifying, and particu- 
larly so, as my conduct on that occasion was dictated by 
my best judgment. 

• "For the kind solicitude youjbave expressed for my 
promotion in the estimation of my fellow-citiz^is, I tender 
you my sincere thanks." 

On another public occasion, in reply to the address of 
one of his fellowHSitatesmen of Giles County, Tennessee, 
who was delegated for that purpose, he said : 

*^ Sir— j isim at a loss for words to express the feelings 
which have been excited by the remairks you have just 
addressed to j$e. The return of ibis joyous day to our 
country, and the privilege of uniting in its celebration 
'With so TD^j of my old associates in- arms, and this 
large and respectable assemblage, of my fellow-citizens, 
by whftm I am so much honored ; all concur to ^eijg^hten 
those unotions' of gratitude and joy with which this me«> 
iborable era never &ils to fire the bosom of every friend 
and lover of his -country. 

' ^^ In the retrospect, sir, which you have tldcen of our 
revdtttioiiaxy.wlir, al)ow nie to llwnk you for the fiatter- 
tttg notice of my youthful efii^ts, ahhou^h I csinnot but 
be u^nmkltjhattyowi %indaei8 has given them .too much 
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importance. The humble pcctt which I acted in that 
eventful struggle, served to impress upon my mind the 
great principles which were secured by it — and to th« 
support oi which, if my subsequent labors in the cause of 
my country have at all contributed, the. pains and 
privations endured are more than compensated. The 
spiiit, sir, which blazed through the <ieeds of these revo* 
lutionary fathers, was the inspiration of Deity to a just 
cause, and needed not the unforgiving and ruthless bar- 
barity of the foe to make it unconquerable, even on the 
field of repeated defeats and disaster : no, sir, cherished 
by the Author of all good, supporting and fiupported by 
the love of liberty and virtue, it achieved more than could 
have been, more than ever was done, by the unaided 
powers of man — the establishment of a free and happy 
government, dependait alone upon the will of ^;he people. 
Let it then be our solemn duty to perpetuate this govern- 
ment by recurring ofien to the first sacrifices with which 
it was obtained, and to the lessons of wisdom with which 
its sages have stamped its history. 

** The second war of our independence grew out of a 
system of outrage and insult renewed by the spfie enemy, 
and, no doubt, with the hope of annihilating the fair fa- 
bric which the first* had erected : but how vain were his 

r 

hopes I Our sons proved worthy of their &thers, many 
of whom witnessed the struggle, and in th# accomplish- 
ment of their prayers, saw their independence gloriously 
confirihed and re-established, and hailed us worthy the 
sacred heritage commemorated by this day. To the brave 
officers and soldiers, sir, a part of whom are now beifore 
me, who aided in this struggle, the deserved gratitude of 
oiir country has been freely offered ; and with them, as 
with me, I know thai no higher reward could be received 
or desired. 

** I tender to you, sif, my moil sincere thanks for the 
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fiivorabld XBanaer . with wliieh yoa have been jj^eaAed to 
speak of iitjr^erriees mth» varioiui civil akatioas to whidi 
I have faee& called bf my coiatzy, and particulariY.bjr 
diis alate. ItLtheae^ as in all situfttioiiB oimy public life, 
I am much indebted tp the liberality and indulgence of 
my fellowH:ilifl«us ; and I b^g leave once more to aasure 
them of the eonsolatioat which their cheering approbation 
has always i^rded me.** 

These spontaneous responses of Groneral Jackson to the 
congratulatory addresses of his fellow-citixens^ exhibitr in 
the most interesting point of view* the purity and disin- 
terestedness of the motives which had been the governing 
principles of the acts of his eventful life ; they were the 
generous outpourings of ids mind delightfully agitated by 
the recollections of the perils and dangers, which his 
courage and energy had averted from the land of his 
birth, in a mannw so signjdly glorious to himself and be- 
neficial to his country*. 

The discussion of the question of succession to the pre- 
sidency increased in bitterness, as it approached the crisis 
for decision; but General Jackson, with his characteris- 
tic d^cacy and sense of propriety, kept aloof from every 
act that might possibly be construed into^ an aim towards 
his own aggrandizement. Towards the close of the 
summer of 18S6, he received a letter from a distinguished 
gttitleman in Kentucky, requesting hm to visit that state 
fof the purpose of counteracting the intrigue and manage- 
Bkent of certain prominent individuals against hink The 
following is his reply, which does him honor : 

«' Htmjdage^ July 31, 1826. 

*' My dear sir^ — ^Your ^yor . of the 21st instant is re- 
ceived, reassuring me of the wish of many of my friends 
in Kentucky that I should visit the Harrodsburg Springs. 
I had spoken early in the spring of this visit, because 
those waters had beien recommended aa necessary to the 
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restoration of Mrs. Jackson's health, and there was addi- 
tional gratification derived from the hope that I would 
see many of my old friends in Kentucky, whose company 
at all times would be pleasing to me. But inasmuch as 
Mrs. Jackson is lately so far improred as not to render 
this trip necessary, it seems to me very questionable 
whether, without this necessity, I ought to yield to the 
other considerations, at this juncture. I know that so 
far as Kentucky is concerned, the unjust imputations 
which it is my wish to avoid, would never be raised ; or 
rather, that a great proportion of her citizens would attri- 
bute to their proper origin, the objects of my visit ; yet, 
when. I reflect upon the management and intrigue which 
are operating abroad^ the magnitude of the principles 
which they are endeavoring to supplant, and the many 
means which they can draw to their assistance from the 
patronage cf the government, I fedi it is not less due to 
myself and to principle, than to the American people, par* 
ticularly so far as they have sanctioned my political creed* 
to steer clear of every conduct out of which the idea 
might arise that I was mtmcauvring for my own ag^pi;^- 
dizement. If it be true, that the administration have 
gone into power contrary to the voice of the nation, and 
are now expecting, by means of this power, thus acquired, 
to mould the public will into an acquiescence with their 
authority, then is the issue fairly made out — ^shall the 
government or the people rule ? and it becomes the man 
whom the people shall indicate as their rightful represent 
tative in this solemn issue, so to have acquitted himself, 
that, while he displaces these enemies of liberty, there 
will be nothing in his own example to operate against the 
strength and durability of the government. 

*' With this candid expression of my feelings on this 
subject, I hope you will recognize nothing inconsistent 
with the claims which my friends in Kentucky have upon 
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me. W#ire I unccnmected with the pfesent ctmtMt you 
may rest aaaured that wherever my pres^ace or my labor 
would be useful in anresting the efforts of iatrignue and 
management* I should not hesitate to r^»air to the po0t 
which my friends might indicate as the most exposed. 
It is a source of much regret to disappoint your wisbea^ 
and others, our mutual friends in Kentucky, but as things 
are* unless Mrs. Jackson's health should render it ne> 
cessaf y, I think you will coincide with me, that a visit to 
Kentucky would be improper at this period. I shall be 
happy to hear from you on the receipt of this. 

" Hastily, your Mend, Andrew Jackson." 

In the spring of 1827, General Jackson received a let^ 
ter from H. Johnson, Esq., transmitting a copy of a reso*- 
ludon, in which the legislature of Louisiana, expressed a 
wish that the illustrious defender of New Orleans, should 
participate in the celebration at that city, of the next ani^ 
ttiversary of the glorious victory achieved under his aus* 
pices. His presence there, the gentleman added, on the 
return of that auspicious dayv would be hailed with e^« 
ihll^iSkSia by the whole popnlfttiozi of Louisiana. Thfi 
general rq)lied, hy requesting, thatto the legislature of the 
State of Louisiana might be conveyed, the expression of 
the great pleasure it would afibrd him to comply with 
their wish on this occasion, and to assure them that no« 
thing but the interposition of IX vine Providence^ would 
prevent him irom uniting with them asid the citizens of 
Louisiana, his associates in arms and in those pidvationa 
and dangers which rendered glorious the day intende4 
to be celebrated^ 

In accordance with the intentions, expressed in his leti^ 
ter. General Jackaon several days previous to the 8th of 
Januaryt 1828^ commenced his journey to New Orleans, 
the scene of his former e^oits^-^e i^Mt where his valor 
had achieved 90 miich honor for bimelf and ^lorjr for bi9 
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eofintry. The description of the celebration "to which 
he wae inViledy isB^ thus giren by one who witnessed the 
Beeile : 

The steamboat Courtland, with the ec^mittee appointed 
to me^t the guest of Louisiana, left New Orleans on the 
28th ult. It was pleasing to observe, ais we proceeded on 
bur way, that the enthusiasm kindled in the city was felt 
intensely in distant parts of the st^e. In Concordia, as 
Well as in the city of New Orleans, the people knew their 
deliverer ; every heart palpitated at the sound o[ his-namis^ 
and the anticipation of his arrival. We reached Natchez 
on the first of January, an ttuspicious dtiy, and pregnant 
with glorious remembrances. That city was filled with 
a vast multitude, impatiently waiting for our guest. On 
the morning of the fourth, the day he had fixed for reach* 
ing Natchez, the heights on the river were filled with 
spectators ; all eyes were turned upon the stream in breath- 
less expectation. At last a White «moke, curling like a 
mist over the tops of the cypress trees, proclaimed the ap- 
proach of the Pocahontas. The surroun<ling hilk rai^^ 
with loud huzzas, greeting their arrival. I cannot dwell 
with minutene^ on the pleasing scenes which followed. 
A procession along the picturesque margin of the- river ; 
B dinner, at which ardent devotion was guided and tem- 
pered by decorum and politeness, and a ball at which the 
beauty of Mississippi was exhibited with all that taste 
could add to natural chairms and native grace : the enthu- 
siasm of the whole population, the shouts of the multitude^' 
proclaimed that Louisiana ^ttnd Mississippi w«re united by 
ennobling sjrmpcithies. 

At twelre o'clock at night. General laiekson re*6m- 
barked in the Pocahontas; some hd^urs afterwards, die 
committee of Louisianiia'folbw^ in the Courtiand ; and 
then both boats, united together, descended the stresin, 
checking occasiondly th^eir veloc^, as it was intended to 
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reach New Orleans on the 8th. On the Tth, the weather 
portended a storm for the morrow ; it rained several times 
throughout the day, and frequent rainbows gave us no &- 
Yorable signs for the great day. The boats anchored above 
the city about seven in the evening. We were crowded 
with visitors during the night. We learnt that the legis* 
iature had met in the morning, and the governor had an- 
nounced the arrival of their invited guest ; and the legis- 
lature of the state, in obedience to public sentiment, had 
appointed a joint committee to act in conjunction with that 
of the people. Every thing was done that the honor of 
Louisiana d^nanded — ^in haste, it is true — ^but still it was 
done : and it was sufficient ; the enthusiasm 0/ the people 
filled up the outline, imperfectly sketched by their repre- 
sentatives. 

At last the morning of the auspicious day dawned upon 
New Orleans. A thick mist covered the water and the 
land, and at ten o'clock began to rise into clouds ; and 
when the sun at last appeared, it served only to show the 
darkness of the horizon, threatening a storm in the north. 
It was at that moment the city became visible, with its 
steeples and the forest of masts rising from the waters. At 
that instant too a fleet of steamboats was seen advancing 
towards the Pocahontas, which had now got under way, 
with twenty-four flags waving over her lofty decks. Two 
stupendous boats, lashed together, led the van. The 
whole fleet kept up a constant fire of artillery, which was 
answered from several ^hips in the harbor and from the 
shore. Greiieral Jackson stood on the back gallery of the 
Pocahontas, his head uncovered, cona^cuous to the whole 
multitude which literally covered the steamboats, the ship* 
ping, andrth^ surrounding shores. The van which bore 
the revolutionary soldiers and the remnant of the old Or* 
leans battalion, passed the Pocahontas, and, rounding to, 
fell down the stream, while acclamations of thousands of 
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the river. 

In this order the fleets consisting of eigiite«n^ leClMMft* 

boatsr of the ^tst chs&i passed close to the city, ike^^g 

their course towards tho field of batiJe. Wh^ it WM fiM 

descried, some horsemen only, the marshals of the dttfi 

had reached the ground. But in a few mintrte» it seemed 

aliye with a vast multitude, brought thither on horseback 

and in carriages, and poured forth from the steamboeifir'. 

A line was formed by Gtenerals Planche and Liabah^, and 

the committee repaired on board the Pocahontas^^ in oy<fey 

to invite the general to land and meet his brotheT'^soMi^ntf 

and fellow-citizens, I have no words to describe the s^eM 

which ensued. It would require a boMer pencil thaa 

mine. The addresses delivered to the general, and h»»'aen<^ 

swers, may be given ; but that which cannot be given, ie 

the expression of his venerable features, and the iutfettie 

feelings of his heart, portrayed in every look. It wotiM 

be equally difficult to depict the joy and pride of the p^'- 

ple in again beholding their " country's great beneite* 

tor.'* Strangers, who had come from afet to behold flic 

scene, caught the contagious sympathy. When he be- 

gain to speak, the noise was hushed-^-every on€r seemed 

eager to catch the sound of his voice. He spoke of hu 

own deeds with modesty, of his surviving companions 

with affection, and of the dead with fond regret. As it 

grew hKe, he was hurried back to the Pocahontas^ and 

the fleet ascended the river. The general landed oppo^ 

site the house of Mr. Marigny. The United States' troops; 

under Colonel Taylor ; the legion, under Colonel Roffig*- 

nac ; a splendid and well disciplined company of voltorteci* 

from Natchez, under Lieutenant Walker ; the first briga^ 

of militia, under the command of General Robertson, asd 

Rfej. Gen. Lacoste, surrounded by a brilliant staff, Tferc 

drawn up in line of battle to receive him. The crowd on 

26 
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the bank of the river was immense ; the windows, the 
balconies, even the roofs of the houses, the decks, tops, 
and rigging of the ships, were covered with spectators. 
Their shouts, when the general touched the shore, were 
as loud as the artillery, which thundered from the land and 
the water ; he marched along the line of the troops with 
his head uncovered. 

The procession was then formed — the general on foot — 
and after moving through the principal streets in the city, 
reached the government-house, where the governor in- 
troduced him to the same legislature who had invited him 
to Louisiana. The governor's address was concise and 
pertinent f the general answered Uim with frankness and 
energy, no less remarkable in his language than in his 
actions ; each member was presented to him in turn ; and 
all acknowledged the courtesy, the ease, and unaffected 
dignity of his manners. From the legislature he pro- 
ceeded to review the troops at the invitation of the gover- 
nor ; the procession was again formed — and the general* 
attended by the governor and the legislature, repaired to 
the Catholic church, where religious exercises. were per- 
formed. When the ceremonies were terminated, the ge- 
neral was conducted by the committee to the house pre- 
pared for his residence. He was then informed that he 
was invited to a dinner at Davis' hotel, which was given 
in commemoration of the day. The tables occupied two 
rooms of vast dimensions, at which at least two hundred 
persons sat down. Mr. Marigny was chosen president of 
the day. General Jackson was placed on his right, Gover- 
nor Houston of Tennessee on his left — ^the venerable Father 
Antonio and the Abby Monni, sat on the general's left. 
Generals Carroll and Hends, and Judge Overton, also 
sat in the vicinity of the president. The gentlemen com- 
posing the deputations of Ohio, New York, Pennsylva- 
J>w, Kentucky, and Mississippi, were placed near or op- 
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posite General Jackson; the friends who had aceompa- 
nied him sat next to the three vice presidents. Many toasts 
were drunk — they were warm and patriotic — ^nothing va- 
pid in them. When the president announced the name 
of Jackson, the company rose up, as if moved hy one 
impulse, and rent the air with loud and repeated huzzas. 
When silence was restored, Mr. Marigny, in a speech de- 
livered with an energy of manner in unison with the ar- 
dor of his feelings, hestowed a merited trihute of praise 
upon the services and character of the guest of his native 
state. 

From the dinner I followed the general to the French 
theatre, where a cantata, composed for the occasion, was 
eung with admirable taste and effect. When t^e first act 
of the opera was over, the general proceeded to the Ame- 
rican theatre, where he was greeted with the same salu- 
tations which had followed him from the battle-ground to 
the city. At 11 o'clock he retired to his house, accompa- 
nied by the committee. 

Mrs. Jackson, who, with several ladies from Tennesseet 
accompanied her husband on his visit to Louisiana, was 
met and waited upon, the moment she landed from the 
Pocahontas, by Mrs. Marigny, and other respectable la- 
dies, who, afler having congratulated her on her safe ar- 
rival, conducted her to Mr. Marigny's house, where re- 
freshments had been prepared, and where she received 
the salutations of a large and brilliant circle. 

The following address, while the general was upon th» 
battle-ground, was made to him by Mr. John R. Grymes* 
one of his aids during the invasion : 

" General — I have been dqputed by the citizens of New 
Orleans, and your old companions in arms, to receive yoti 
on this spot, consecrated to the honor and glory of our 
country^ and in their name to testify to you their feelings 
on the occasion, which has again brought us together. 



^ To 4o MBf ao laagua^e at m j emttraand, 10 adeqaaiie. 
&tf f9ii, Mr, will he Me Mty io iq)preciftte tbem, when 
I^tdftie «ur JK>lfliim eoovteli^ii^ ihiKt to your conduct on 
Ah^ nemorahle day» whose eaniTersarj we cdebratOf we 
M0 ifidebtBd ibr our homes» our libertiee^ oun all. AcC^ 
fhm, eir« every aentiment of gratitude, wkich a deroted 
and ^rietic people can feel towards him, who has pre- 
aeriwd to them (be iaestimable Ueesings of our conotita- 
tian* and the secred inetitutioiw ^ our country : and oitr 
fEV9!eint prayers, that your deeds may meet with their just 
reward from the present generation, and that their re* 
gKWMibroiee may exlbend to our latest posterity." 

The general f eplied as follows : 

*' Bir-^Thirteen years have rew^ved aince, fellow-dti* 
iWMj and fellows in arms, we siet <m these j^aias. Oar 
ooostry was then riiaken by the storms of war, and wa 
kad irqiairsd hither to resist its rudest shock. This lovely 
land* lich in its present aspect, and far richer in its fatuxe 
destinies — the pride of western comm^^ee and the key «f 
wasfeero in<fopendeiice— was insulted by invasion, and 
ihveatened i>y conquest* An army, strong in renown and 
Ipowcflrful in nnmbezs, haughty from success and eager for 
«p>^, came irom amidst distant seas to pour its pride and 
ftiry vpoa Lcmisiana. This formidable foe -we met ; and 
Ihoagh inferior in number and discipline ; though not 
fianoshed with the regular means of defence; though 
hastily assembled from various states ; we were detenmned 
to li<ce or to die &ee ; we acted with concert, we fought 
with confidence, and we conquered. The justice of our 
cause gave us courage, and the favor of Heaven granted 
VB victory, and requited our days of toil, and nights of 
watching, with the glory of giving deliverance to our 
country and security to our fellow«ckizens. In common 
with them we have since enjoyed the fruits of peace, and 
pursuing the variqus callings of iifCf have been dispersed 
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oyer (Ufi^ent ^egipjiis* But though, separated by time 
and spaceythe bond of fraternity cemented on this field 
has not been weakened-^-«our countrymen hallowed it with 
theii: gratitude. With what pleasure do. I embrace you 
again ! In what language shall I express .my emotions t 
Must I not regard this assemblage of my martial broth^a 
as a peculiar mark of the gopdness of Providence I /Shall I 
not esteem this concqurse of my fellow-citizens^ collected 
from different quarters of the \uiion, as evidence, that the 
nation accepts it^s vtrorthy of commemoration, and rejoices 
in bestowing its hcmprs on those who shared iti^ dangeri^ ? 
What greater good than this, within the sphere of human 
ei^nts,. can fall to the. lot of man ? what higher incentive 
to the discharge of his duty as a citissen^ an4' a spldier ?, 
And what an inspiring theme does it afford for our sup- 
plications to that God, in the hollow of whose hand is the 
&te of man and the destiny of nations ! — These confide* 
rations prepare me to receive, the. cordial welcome with 
which I am honored^ and in behalf of the valiant men, to 
whose perseverance and undaunted spirit, I owed my sue** 
ces$, I receive it with pride ^and joy. 

<' I thank you, aiiy for the kind assurance of the regard 
of my fellow-citizens. My conduct in defending your 
eity has been misunderstood by 8<Hne, and misrepresented 
by others; but this-. day '^ testimony in its.fevor prepays 
me for injury and injiistice ; and it is &r more valuable 
than any gratification, which the pride of power or the 
pomp of office can confer. :^ Most of you were witn<»ssea 
of the scene in which. t was engaged, and know the mea^ 
surea which I adopted to destroy the proud foe, and pro« 
tect this fair city. From |he part you acted^ and t^ re- 
lations you sustained, you are competent to weigh the cir^ 
cumstances by which I was surrounded, and to estimate 
the motives by which I was governed. Your aj^oba? 

tioju therefore, gives me consolation, and satisfies me that 

26* 
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tha coarse which I panued was required bj the mtete^ 
and honor of the country. In tfa&t perilous crisis I thcmght 
it my duty to obey, in faroT of my country, the gredt law 
af necessity^ the great principle of self-defence— to sacri- 
fice thir shadow folr the substance, and to save the consti* 
tutioa by suspending, within the compass of sentinels, the 
impending action of certain legal forma* This step I 
took» neither without reflection, nor without advice, nor 
without example. And when I review it, my mind ad» 
heres to the judgment, which I hare formed. Tour appro- 
bation, I repeat, confirms this opinion. It will, I believe, 
ttgnalized as it is by this public solemnity, have a higher 
effect. It will exhibit to posterity a salutary example of 
patriotism and justice, and thtts be ifistnimental in secur- 
ing our country from future dangers. , like the glory of 
AiKt bright day which saw us rise into national existencor 
it may blaze' on the altars of liberty, and rekindle from 
age to age the sacredlove of freemen for their country. 

♦*I salute you, fellow-citizens, and embrace -you, my 
brothers in arms, and oflfer my prayers to Heaven for 
your individual happiness, and for your country^s^lory.** 

Mr. Davezac, also' one of his aids, then addressed him 
a» follows: 

*• General — ^I should b6 insensible indeed, if I could 
express the deep feelings which crowd on my mind, when, 
after viewing the surrounding scene, I cast my eyes on 
him whom I now address ; this ground, made holy by 
deeds of eternal renown'; this plain, where patriotism and 
valor triumphed over numbers and discipline. What no- 
ble subjects can be oflfered to the meditation of philoso- 
phy? What nobler theme can excjte the genius of an 
orator? But* when to these arenow superadded the 
dxouts of ah enthusiastic multitude, the roar of artillery^ 
and the magnincent spectacle of so many fleeting palaces, 
di^laying ti the winds, as they, glide along, the striped 
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banaea^ on wh|&h shine so bright the auspicious starst 
the happy emblems of new-born republics ; 1 may be al- 
ibwed to hope, that the inspiration ^f the scene may sop- 
ply the talent which ought to haTe been possessed by him, 
on whqm devolves the task of expressing the gratimde of 
his brother-soldiers. It was a .happy conception of the 
legislature bf our country, to invite the conqueror of the 
8th of January, to the field of his glory ;. there to gladden 
his eyes by the spectacle* of a nation's gratitude i^ to offer 
to his sight, after thirteen years had elapsed, crowned 
with the choicest gifts of nature^ enriched by the tribntes 
df commerce, of industry, and of themrts, Louisiana, 
whom he had beh^d in the days of )ieT mourning, in the 
liQur of c&lamity. 

^^ Prosperity does not harden the hearts of ireemen, for 
it is in the midst of all the felicity which Providence can 
bestow on a favored people, that Louisianians delight to 
look back to an epoch marked by dread portents and ac- 
tual perils; and it is at the very moment when they feel 
most intensely their present happiness, that they recall 
the remembrance c^ the day when you appeared among 
them for the first time. You found them ready to pour 
out their hearts' blood in defence <)f their country; but 
they had been waiting foJr a chid*, for one firm of purpose, 
capable of breasting the approaching tempest. They 
were aware, Jhat at suctn cri«s, unity of command vtras 
their only safety, and that you alone could collect the scat<» 
tered reeds, bind them together^ and give them, thus united, 
. a force that would defy all hostile efibrts. You called on 
the bravB, wherever bom, and you tittered tl^e sacred words 
Hono* J— Country^! All hearts vibrated at the sound— 
what once was rivajr/ became emuiaiioh-^^—whkt hadbeeh 
envy wa» changed into a noble Jealousy of lame. Vari- 
ous languages ivere spoken at th(^6 memorable times ; 
but tsCeveiry tongue the valiant vowed to conquer or to die. 
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You had iuspifed all your warriors with your own pre- 
saging hopes. 

« We have come thi« day to salutet at the very instant 
when he tread^ again this hallowed, gtound, the hero of 
this great anniversary* We come too, like the Greeks of 
old, whcin they visited the field of Marathon, to honor the 
warriors whom |ate forhade to join in the triumph they 
purchased at the price of their lives* But why do I de- 
tain you so long, even on this field of your feme ?. While 
these veteran soldiers press the hand, of their chief, a 
whole city waits the return of the vessel which hears the 
guest of Louisiana. The legislators of our st»te have 
suspended their deliherations ; the multitude cover the 
hanks of this great river, the temples are opened, the in- 
cense ascending to heaven, together with ^ the hlessings of 
a grateful people. Go, happy conqueror I Go, and hear 
the voice of mothers greeting the hero who brought them 
back their 50ns. Go, and hear the cheerings o/ the wives 
and daughters from whom you averted the insults Of a 
lawless soldiery. Go^ and meet the kind, the raptur<Mts 
wekome of the new generation ; ihe children born since 
1815,, the future men of Louisiana, await also the deli- 
verer of their fethers." 

General Jackson thus replied ; 

** Sir— rYqur language and imagination, attest the 
fervor of the clime ypu inhabit, and dp justice to the ge- 
nerous people, you repreaesit. They do, justice also to mj 
brave associates^ who enriched the iield before us with 
glory, and filled it with recollections which so powerfully 
excite your enthusiasm, and are. regarded withi»ach li- 
herd interest hy your state. While I rejoice with yon in 
the prosperity of Louisiana, which smiles on the banks 
and floats on the current of its maxestic river, I take 
pleasure in reflecting that it is the just reward of the 
▼alor and patriQtisBi ^e displayed under a pressure 



of danger, wliich valor and patriotism alone baTO aup* 
ported. 

^' In this assembly, I see many of her sons, whose 
swords opposed a rampart to the powerful foe, and whose 
lives were preserved in honor, because they were (^red 
a sacrifice to glory, ^ou, sir, are one of this chivalric 
band, and doubtless, when you witness this scene, you are 
filed with those emotions, which your ftincy compares to 
Ihe ^oeimgs of the soldiers of Milt4ades, when they re- 
Fieited the field of their victory* Here 1 rejoice to meet 
you, and to mingle my exultation with yours in the pros- 
perity and glory of our common, country." 

Many other details of this highly interesting celebration 
might be given, but we are necessitated to omit them. On 
the l^h of January, General Jackson and suite left New 
Orleans, on his return to the Hermitage. After his arri- 
valff he addressed a letter to one of tl^e members of the 
Louisiana legislature, ejqpressive of hjs sentiments rela* 
tive to the cordial reception he there met with, of which 
the following is an extract ; 

^' I seize upon this occasion to make to you and the 
Oilier members of the committee of the legislature of 
Louisiana, a tender of my sincere thaiiks for your very 
kind and polite attention while I was in your hospitable 
city. The liberality and politeness of the governor and 
legislature of Louisiana, bestowed upon me during my 
late visit, are treasured up with the most lively recoUeo- 
tions of gratitude, and will be chi^ished through U£& with 
the scaimest emotions.^' 
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CHAPTER XVIT. 

Violence of party spirit — General Jackson elected presi* 
dent of the United States — Death of Mrs. * Jaeksojk— 
GeTieral Jackson declines the acceptance of invitations 
io public entertainments^ on his way to Washingtor^^^ 
He repairs to the seat of government— His receptiotb-^ 
Inauguration — Inaugural address — His cabinet — Re- 
movals from office — Defence of the measure — His first 
message to congress. 

As the presidential election approached, the hostility 
of the political parties towards each other increased. 
Never, it is believed, has a political contest been waged 
with such a bitter uncompromising spirit — such a total 
disregard of those principles which almost invariably 
govern the contests of honorable men for place or pow- 
er, as- that of 1828. General Jackson was the candi- 
date of the people ; he had devoted his whole life to 
the advancement of the prosperity and glory of his coun- 
try, and his fellow-citizens were ready to bestow their 
favors upon him with a willing hand. His opponents 
were aware of this, and resolved, if possible, to counteract 
their intentions. With this end in view, almost every act 
of his life, either public or private, was represented as 
embodying some crime which degrades and dishonors our 
common nature. But his fame passed every ordeal with 
a renovated brilliancy. In the autumn of 1828, the elec- 
tion took place which resulted in the choice of General 
Jackson, by a large majority. 
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' In DeGember, ke met with a seyere afflietion, in the 
death of' Mrs. Jackson. She was an amiable and excel* 
lent woman^ and was greatly beloved by all within the 
extensive circle of her acquaintance. This melancholy 
event happened on the evening of the 22d, and the intel- 
ligence spread a deep gloom throughout the vicinity of 
the Hermitage. The following day, being the anniver- 
sary of an interesting and important event in the last war, 
had been appropriately selected to testify the respect and 
affection of his fellow-citizens and neighbors to the man 
who was so soon to leave his sweet domestic retirement, 
to assume the responsibilities and discharge the^ important 
duties of chief magistrate of the nation. Preparations 
had been made — the table well nigh spread, at which all 
was expected to be hilarity and joy ; the citizens of Nash- 
ville had sallied forth on the happy morning with spirits 
light and buoyant, and countenances beaming with ani- 
mation and hope — ^when suddenly the scene was changed | 
congratulations were converted into expressions of con- 
dolence, tears were substituted for4miiles, and a general 
mourning pervaded a community, where, but a moment 
before, universal happiness and public rejoicing prevailed. 
The funeral of Mrs. Jackson, was attended by an im- 
mense concourse of people. Her remains were interred 
in the lawer part of the garden of the -Hermitage. The 
general was supported to the grave by General Coffee 
and Major Rutledge. ' It is said by those who witnessed 
the scene, that the exhibition of grief on the part of the 
relatives and friends of the deceased was excessive be- 
yond, description. Some of her domestics seemed stupi- 
fied by the event, others wrung their hands and shrieked 
aloud. These were testimonials of the worth and excel- 
lence of the departed, which ^re seHom discoverable in 
the solemn pomp and heartless mummery that oflen attend 
the obsequies of the illustrious dead. 
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The m ff e r ky of the blow upon her partner wm hutry 
bejond coiicaptioii. A gentleioan from Pbiladdphia. w)m» 
wM present at the fiuieial, wrote thus to his brother : 

** After the fbneral, the geiMral came up to me^ tedi 
my hand and sfac^ it. Seme of the gentlemen neii* 
tioned my nMHe. He again caught my hand wkh a hi^ 
Tent pressure, but could not speak. I never ^all forge! 
his look of grief.'' 

The time was now at hand when it would be ^leceasary 
for Greneral Jackson to repair to ^e seat of government. 
Previous to his departure, he rec^ved numerous inidta* 
tions to pass through varrous places on his route, and: 
partake of the hospitalities of his ^ends. The following* 
is a reply to a letter from a committee of the citizens c^ 
I^rnchburg who invited him to pass through that plaeei 
and receive the res^tects of its inhabitants : 

Hermitage, Dec, fHh^ 18286 
* *• Gentlemen — I have received your letter of the 3Sd 
ultimo, presenting to me the congratulations of my friende' 
in Lynchburg, and it^ vicinity, and inviting me in their 
name to paste througlrthat section of country, pn my way 
to Washington, in the event of my election. So lively an? 
ejcpression of regard for my character and services, as 
that, gentlemen, which you have been pleased to convey 
on this occasion, is received with every sentiment of res- 
pect : and I beg leate to offer, in return for it, the grates 
fill assurance that it would afford nie great satisfiurtion t» 
accept the invitation, were it probaWe that I could comply 
with it. But is I shall fe^ myself bound to await the 
complete ascertainment of liie election, befo»e I make any 
arrangement on this result ; dnd then, in event of my 
election. Would be compelled to take the most expeditious 
route in order to reafth the itc^ity by the 4th of March, ^ 
pleasure' of payingj^you my personal respects, mult l» 
postponed to'some future perioa^ 
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" I pray you to accept for jrourflelvest and present to 
those you represent, the assurance of my respect and high 
considenUion, and believe me, very sincerely, your obe« 
di^it servant, Andrew Jackson." 

In reply to an invitation from the mottbors of the Penn- 
sylvania legislature, received after the afflictive event of 
Mrs. Jackson's death, to visit Harrisburgh on his way to 
Washington, he said : *' It having pleased the Author of 
all mercies, by a late dispensation of his providence, to 
remove from this world the stay and solace of my life, 
feelings, of which I need not attempt the description, 
compel me to decline the invitation with which the mem- 
bers of the Pennsylvania legislature, friendly to my elec- 
tion, have honored me. I am not, however, even in this 
hour of affliction, insensible to your kindness ; and I can- 
not but feel Qbliged to you, gentlemen, for the ^polite and 
&vorable terms in which you have communicated it to me 
in your letter of the 8th inst. The obligations I owe to 
the people and legislature of Pennsylvatda, for repeated 
evidences of genuine partiality and support, impress me 
with a sense of gratitude and deference for that great and 
patriotic state, which in every vicissitude of life I shall 
cherish, and which, under less moumfot circumstances, I 
should be proud to manifest by atten&ag her capits^, and 
paying respects in person to her cit^iji^ns." 

Towards the close of January, 1829, General Jackson 
and suite left the Hermitage for the seat of government. 
The inhabitants of the places through which he passed 
assembled and paid him th^ congratulatiAPS ; his recent 
bereavement, however, made ^im desii^us of dispensing 
with all imnecessary ceremony, a wish which was com- 
plied with on^e part of his Mends, by a delicate forbear- 
ance, evincive of their respect for his charact^, and sym« 
pathy in his afflictio}i« 

I^ arrived in Washington early in February, in a 

27 



314 BiooRAFHT or 

plain carmge,4iBd e»otted1iy oi^y ten or twelve horse- 
men, and was receired wiih very little ceremony, at his 
own particular request* It is the great glory of our 
institutions, that one president retires from and another 
enters upon the^diities of ths»office, as if ^without effort — 
or as a natural effect of our reg;>ublican establishments. 
It is this more than any thing, that excites the astonish- 
ment of king-ridden Europeans. TJiey wonder at the 
operation of the laws, withoutihe exhibition of force. 

Attet counting the electoral votes; and ascertaining that 
General Jackson was elected, a committee, consisting of 
Mr. Tazevfiell from the senate, and Messrs. Hamilton and 
Bell of the house, were appointed to notify General Jack- 
son of his elec^on. Soon after they, were ushered into the 
drawing-room, the president elect also came in, when Mr* 
Tazewell, the chairman, met him, and addressed him to the 
following effect : ^ '" * 

"Sir — In obedience to the orders of the senate and 
house of representatives of the United States, and by the 
direction of theif Joint committee, appointed for that spe- 
cial purpose, it is my duty to notify you, that you have 
been duly elected president of the United States, for ,the 
term of four years, to commence with the 4th day ^f March* 
next. While performing this act of duty, I beg leave 
to offer you my own' and the cordial congratulations of 
each of my associates of 'this committee, on this event, 
an event which we all very confidently believe, will re- 
dound not less to your &me, and to the fhtnre benefit of 
our common country, than any other of those occurrences 
which have signalized your past lifo, and secured to yoct 
that respect, and esteem, and confidence of your fellow- 
eM^ens, which hate been so Mlj illustrated in your re-» 
eeid Section. The particulars of this flection will b6 
nmde known to you' by the record whi($k I now have the 
IkoBorto plaeeih your^lmdki'* 
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Mr. Tazewell t}ien4iliiid«4 hmx .ft ^ranai^ript of thtf jour- 
nal of the two houses^ conUkinixxg their proceedings oa 
the day of opening and coiinling the ballots. 

To this address General Jaclcson very appropriaitely 
and feelingly replied : " gift— The notifioA^ion that I haye 
been elected president of the United States for four years 
from the fourth of March next, by the directions of the Mh 
nate and house of.repre^ntatives, you hare so politely pr^ 
sented, is received witK feelings of the deepest sensibility. 

'' I desire you to communicate tg the respective* hpnses 
of congress, my acceptance of the high Irust, which han 
been conferred by my fellow-citiz^as, with 'an acknow- 
ledgment of the responsibility which it enjoins ; and that 
I can tnake no^suitable return fat so flattering 'a proof of 
their, confidence and' attachment. All that I can ofBdff 
is my wiBfngness to enter upon the duties which they 
Jiaye Cbnfided to me,^with an earnest desire to execnle 
them ik a mannef the best calculated to promote the pros- 
perity and happiness of our common coilntry, and to the 
attainment of these objects, shall my imceasing efforts be 
i£rected. I beg you, sir, to convey to the senate and 
ho^e of -representatives, assurances of my respect and 
' regard/* 

On the fourth of March, the ceremony of his inaugu- 
ration took place in the senate-chamber. General Jack- 
son entered it at half past eleven o'clock, attended by the 
marshal of the district, and the committee of arrange- 
ments, and took his seat immediately in front of the se- 
cretary's desk. The chief justice «f the Ufhited States, 
«i^ associate judges, entered soon after, and occupied the 
Beats assigned for them on theVight of the president's chair. 
The foreign ministers and their suites, in their splendid 
oiiicial costiunes, occupied seats on the lefl of the chair. 
A large nnjiciber of" ladies were pnesent, an4 occupied 
B&Bi.t$ in the rear of the senator^ and the lobby under the 
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eastern gallery. The western gallery was reservied for 
the^ members of the house of representatives. 

The senaie adjourned at twelve o'clock, and a proces- 
fiidn was formed to the eastern portico of the capftol, 
where, in presence of an immense concourse of spectators 
filling the portico, the steps, and the inclosure, the presi- 
dent of the United States delivered his inaugural address 
as follows : ' ' » 

" Fellow-citizens : About to imdertake *he arduous duties 
that I iiave been appointed to perfoitn, by the choice of a 
free people, I avail myself of this customary and^olemn 
occasion, to express the gratitude which their confidence 
inspires, and to acknowledge the accountability which my 
situation enjoins, ^htle the magnitude &f th^r interests 
convinces me that no thanks can be' adequate to the^honor 
they have conferred, it admonishes me thaf the best re- 
turn I can make, is the zealous dedication of my'humbl^ 
abilities to their service and theij: good." 

<* As the instrument of the federal constitution, it will 
devolve upon me, for a stated period, to exck^ute the laws 
of the United States; to superintend their foreign and 
confederate relations ; to manage their revenue ; to com- 
mand their forces ; and, by communications to the legis- 
lature, to watch over and to promote their interests gene* 
rally. And the principles of acticm by which I shall en- 
deavor to accomplish this^^cle of duties, it is now proper 
for me briefly to explain. 

*^ In administering Jthe laws of congress, •! shall keep 
steadily in»view the limitations as well as the extent of the 
executive power, trusting thereby to dischnrge the func- 
tions of my ofiice, without transcending its authority. 
With foreign nations it will be my study. to preserve 
peace, and to cultivate friendship on &di and honorable 
terms ; and, in the adjustinent of any difl^ence that maj 
exist o?r arise, to exhiljit the forbearance becoming a 
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powerftil nation, rather thacn the sensibility belonging to *li 
gallant people. 

• ** In such measures as I may be called on to pursue, in 
regard^ to the rig'hts of -the 'separate states, I hope to.jbe 
animated by a proper respect for those sovereign members 
of out" Union ; taking care not to confound the powers 
they have reserved to themselves, with those they have 
granted to the confederacy. 

** The management of the public revenue — that search- 
ing operation in all governments — fa among tl\A most deli^ 
cate an(| important trusts in ours ; and it will, of course, 
demand no inconsider9,ble share of my official solicitude. 
Under every aspect in which it can be considered, it would 
appear that advantage must result from the observance of 
a strict and faithful economy. This I shall aim at the 
more anxiou3ly, both because it will facilitate the extin- 
guishment of the national debt — ^the unnecessary duration 
of which is incojtnpatible with real independence — and 
because it will counteract that tendency to public and pri- 
vate profligacy, which a profuse expenditure of money by 
the government is but too apt I& engender. Powerful 
auxiliaries to the attainment of this desirable end, are to 
be found in the regulations provided by the wisdom of 
congress for the specific appropriation of public money, 
and the prompt accountability of public officers. ' 

" With regard to a proper selection of the subjects of 

impost, with a view to revenue ; it would seem to me tl^t 

the spirit of equity, caution, and compromise, in which 

the constitution was formed, requires that the great inter*- 

ests of agriculture, commerce^ and manu&ctures, should 

be equally favored ; and that, perhaps^ the only exception 

to this rule should consist in the peculiar encouragement 

of any products of either of them that may be found essen* 

tial to our national independence. 

** Internal iinprovement, and the diffiision of knowledgOf 

27* 
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•0 fiur as they can be promoted by tlie conatitutioiial «et« 

of the federal goyemment» are of high importanoe* 

^ Considering standing armies as dangerous to £ree go-'- 
irenmientSy in time of peace, I shall not seek to ^tilarge 
our present establishment, nor disregard that salutary 
lesson of political experience which teaches that the ml* 
Utary should be held subordinate to the ciyil power. The 
gradual increase of our navy, whose flag has displayed, 
in distant climes, our skill in navigation, and our &me in 
arms ; the preservation of our forts, arsenals, and dock- 
yards ; and the introduction of progessive improvem^its 
in the discipHne and science of both branches of our mili- 
tary service, are so plainly prescribed by prudence, that 
I should be excused for omitting their mention, sooner 
than enlarging on their importance. But the bulwark o£ 
oar defence is the national militia, which, in the present 
state o( our intelligence and population, must render us 
invincible. As long as our government is administered 
fiyr the good of the people, and is regulated by their will ; 
as long as it secures to us the rights of person and of pro* 
peity, liberty of conscience^ and oi the press, it will be 
worth defending ; and so long as it is worth defending, a 
patriotic militia will cover it with an impenetrable aegis. 
Paftial injuries and occasional mortifications we. may be 
subjected to; Imt a tiiillion of armed freemen, possessed of 
the means of war, can never be conquered by a foreign 
fee. To any just system, therefore, calculated to strength* 
0Ek diis natural safeguard of the country, I shall cheer- 
fciUy lead all the aid in my power. 

^ It will be my sincere and constant desire to observe* 
wwtitda the Indian tribes within our limits, a just and 
Ws¥k9i fbUcy^ and to give th«t humane and considerate 
alteHtioh to their rights and their wants, which are ooa- 
aistent with the habits of our government «&d the iediagv 
<rf^«r people* 
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**Tii6 recent demonstration of public sentiment inscribes 
on tbe list of executive duties, in characters too legible to 
be oTerlooked, the taslc of reform ; which will require, 
particularly, the correction of those abuses that haTB 
brought the patronage of the federal goyernment into con- 
flict with the freedom of elections, and the counteraction 
of those causes which have disturbed the rightful course 
of appointment, and have placed, or continued power, in 
un&ithful or incompetent hands. 

*^ In the performance of a task thus generally delineated, 
I shall endeavor to select men whose diligence and ta« 
lents will insure, ia their respective stations, able and 
&ithful co-operation— depending, for the advancement of 
the public service, more on the integrity and zeal of the 
public officers, than on their numbers. 

** A diffidence, perhaps too just, in my own qualifica- 
tions, will teach me to look with reverence to the exam- 
ples of public virtue left by my illustrious predecessors, 
and with veneration to the lights that flow from the mind 
that founded, and the mind that reformed, our system. 
The same diffidence induces me to hope for instruction 
and aid from the co-ordinate branches of the government, 
and for the indulgence and support of my fellow-citizens 
generally. And a firm reliance on the goodness of that 
Power whose providence mercifully protected our national 
infancy, and has since upheld our liberties in various vi- 
cissitudes, encourages me to ofier up my ardent supplica- 
tions that he will continue to make our beloved country 
the object of his divine care and gracious benediction." 

When he had concluded his address, the oath to sup- 
port the constitution of the United States was administer- 
ed to him by Chief Justice Marshall. Salutes were fired 
by two companies of artillery, stationed in the vicinity of 
the capitol, which were repeated at the forts, and by de- 
tachments of artillery on the plains. When the president 
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iecired» the procession was fe-fonned, and he was con- 
ducted to the presidential mansion. He here received 
the salatatjons of a large number of persons, who came 
to congratulate him on his induction to the presidency. 

General Jackson organized his cabinet by appointing 
Martin Van Buren, of New York, secretary of state; 
Bamuel D. Ingham, of Pennsylvania, secretary of the 
treasury; John H. Eaton, of Tennessee, secretary of 
war ; John Branch, of North Carolina, secretary of the 
navy ; and John M. Berrien, of Greorgia, attorney, gene- 
ral. 

Among some of the first acts of General Jackson's ad- 
ministration, was that of removing from offices, within the 
executive gift, those incumbents who were considered 
either incompetent or unworthy of the trusts that had been 
reposed in thejOEi^ For this he was censured, as possess- 
ing a spirit of proscription.. ..Each removal made, was 
blazoned over the country, as evidence o£ a persecuting 
and intolerant spirit. Many of the removed officers even 
appealed to the people, as though their rights had been 
violated. But when we consider the circumstances under 
which General Jackson was elected, we ought perhaps 
rather to be astonished at the fewness than at the number 
of the removals. 

For eight and twenty years, the line of ** safe prece- 
dents" had remained unbroken. The supreme magistracy 
of this country had passed as regularly from the presi- 
dent to his secretary of state, as the crown of Great Bri- 
tain descends from father to son. In the mean time, there 
had been but few if any changes in the subordinate offi- 
cers at Washington, except such as occurred in the course 
of nature. Many men had grown gray in office; and 
their children had been provided for out of the public 
purse. The people thought it was time to change this 
order of things. They believed that abuses existed in 
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the execntire departments at Washington. They knew 
that liberty was Hesperian fruit, and ought to be guarded 
with \^tchful jealousy. They therefore determined, 
that the transactions of the federal goyernment should be 
subjected to a thorough examination, that the light should 
penetrate the obscure recesses of the diflferent executive 
departments. lu short, they desired to know, in what 
manner the men who had been in office twenty-eight 
years had conducted their af^irs. This was a principal 
cause of the changes that were made. 

Had Greneral Jackson continued all the subordinate 
officers in the department ; had he folded his hands quiet- 
ly, and suffered the concerns of government to flow on in 
the same unbroken streams ; he would have disobeyed 
the comotnands of the people, and would have violated one 
of the most important trusts ever conferred upon man. 
The people did not elect him pre»dent as a reward for 
his past services merely, great and distinguished as they 
were, but because they believed his life had famished as- 
surances that he possessed sufficient integrity and firm- 
ness to examine and correct all abuses wherever they 
existed. It was his solemn duty to remove such of the 
officers as he believed would stand in the way of this in-^ 
vestigation — 4he public good required it. His adminis- 
txation stood pledged to the people to make this examina- 
tion ; and that pledge he meant should be fully redeemed. 
How then is it possible he could have redeemed this 
trust, had he continued those very officers in power 
whose past conduct was to be the subject of examination ? 
Is it to be supposed that he would employ them to sit in 
judgment upon themselves ?» There is good reason for 
presumption that he removed such of them only as the 
public good required.* 

The other cicts, which marked the commencement of 

^ Bncluuiftii'ft speedi. 
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General Jackson's administration, were such as had been 
expected from the well known energy of his eharactery 
and the purity of the motives which had ever been foUnd 
to govern his public and private life, and they were met 
by the approbation of a large majority of the American 
people, 

On the opening of congress in December, 1839, Gene- 
ral Jackson presented his first message to the representa- 
tives of the nation. It is a very able production ; and as 
it contains an interesting history of our national relations 
at that period, and also of the policy that had been com- 
menced, and which was intended to be pursued by Gene* 
ral Jackson in the administration of our government, we 
transcribe it : 

^^ Fellow-citizens of the senate and of the house of re- 
presentatives : i 

** It afibrds me pleasure to tender my friendly greetings 
to you on the occasion of your assembling at the seat of 
government, to enter upon the important duties to which 
you have been called by the voice of our countr3nxien* 
The task devolves on me, under a provision of the consti- 
tution, to present to you, as th^ federals legislature of 
twenty-four sovereign States, and twelve millions of hap« 
py people, a view of our afiairs ; and to propose suck 
measures as, in the discharge of my official functions, 
have suggested themselves as necessary to promote the 
objects of our union. 

'^ In communicating with you £ot the first time, it is, to 
me, a source of unfeigned satis&ction, calling for mutual 
gratulation and devout thanks to a benign Providence, that 
we are at peace with aU mankind ; and that our country 
exhibits the most cheering evidence of general welfare 
and progressive improvement. Turning our eyes to 
other nations, our great desire is to see oar brethren of 
the human race secured in the ble$sings enjoyed by our* 
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selvesy and adTancing in knowledge, -in freedom* and in 
social happiness. * 

"** Our foreign relations, although in their general cha- 
racter pacific and friendly, present subjects of difference 
between us and other powers, of deep interest, 'as well to 
the country at large as to many of our citizens. To ef-* 
feet an adjustment of these shaH continue to be the object 
of my earnest endeavors ; and notwithistanding the diffi- 
culties of the task, I do not allow myself to apprehend 
unfavorable results. Blessed as our country is, with 
every thing which constitutes national strength, she is ful- 
ly adequate to the maintenance of all her interests. In 
discharging the i:esponsible trust confided to the executive 
in this respect, it is my settled purpose to ask nothing 
that is not clearly right, and to submit to nothing that is 
wrong ; and I •flatter myself, that, supported by the other 
branches of the government, and by the intelligence and 
patriotism of the people, we shall be able, under the pro- 
tection of Providence, to cause all our just rights to be 
respected. 

** Of the unsettled matters between the United States 
and other powers, the most prominent are those which 
have, for years, been the subject of negotiation with Eng- 
land, France, and Spain. The late periods at which our 
iaiinisters to those governments left the United States, ren- 
der it impossible, at this early day, to inform you of what 
has been done on the subjects with which they have been 
respectively charged. Relying upon the juistice of our 
triews in relation to the points committed to negotiation, 
and the. reciprocal good feeling which characterizes our 
intercourse with those nations, we have the best reason 
to hope for a satis&ctory adjustment of existing difier- 
ences. 

•♦With Great Britain, alike distinguished in peace and 
war, we may lobk forward to years of peaceful, honora- 



ble, and elevated competition. Every thii^ in the con-* 
dition*and hietory of the two nations i» calculated to im 
spire sentimenfs of jnutual respect, and to carry convk- 
tion toihe mii\^ of both,1ihat it is their policy to preserve 
the most eordial relations : such are my ewn vi^s, and 
it is not to ber delisted that such are also the prevailing 
sentfoienta^f our coiftstitVLents. Although neither time 
nor oppbrttmity has hean afforded for a full development 
of the policy whi<;h the present^ cabinet of Great QD^itain 
designs to pursue towards this coui^ry, I indulge the 
hope that it will be 6f ^ just^and pacific character; and 
if this anticipation be^zealized^ we may look w^th confi- 
dence to a speedy and acc€|^able adjustment of our affairs. 
" Under the convention for regulating theTreference to 
arbitration of tlie disputed points of boundary under the 
- fifih article of the treaty of Ghent, the proceedings have 
hitherto be^i conducted in that spirit of candor^ and libe- 
rality which ought ever to characterize the acts of sove- 
reign states, seeking to adjust, by the most unexceptionable 
means, important and delicate subjects of contention. — 
The first statements of the parties have been exchanged, 
and the final replication, on our part, is in a course of 
preparation. This subject h$» relived the attention de- 
manded by its great and peculiar importance to a patrio- 
tic member of this confederacy. The .^position of our 
rights, already made, is such as, from, the high reputa- 
tion of the commissioners by whom it has been prepared, 
we had a right to expect*. Our interests at the court of 
the sovereign whio has evinced his friendly disposition, 
by assuming the delicate task of arbitration, have been 
eonmiitted.to a citizen of the ^te of Maine, whose cha« 
racier, talents, and intimate acquaintance with the sub? 
ject, eminently qualify him for so responsible a trust. 
With full confidence in the justice of our cause, and in 
the probity, intelligence, and uncomprofnising indepen- 



dence of die ilhistrious aiiUtratoT, we eatt h$t6 nothiftg to 
apprehend. from tke reamk. 

' *' FromFrance, our atioieat ally;^ we hate a right to 6X<- 
pect that justice which becomeathe sQTereign of a power* 
ful, intelligent, and magnanimoue plleplel Tha beneficial 
^ects produced by the cdnunerciajr conrention of W^ 
limited as are" its proTisions, itre too olBviouB/npt t<Q make, 
el salutary impression upon the jxiindd .'of those who are 
charged with the admimstration*of het government.-— 
Should this result induce € dispoeitilm to embrace, to* 
their fulf extent, the wholesome priifciples which eonsti*' 
tute our commercial policy, our minister fo that court 
will be fbund instructed to cheiish such a disposition, and 
to aid in oonducting it to useful practical conclusions. 
The claims of our citizens for. depredations upon iheir 
property, long since committed linder the authority, and, 
in many instances, by the ejiptess direction, of the then 
existing government of Ffauc^, remain unsatisfied ; and 
must, therefore, continue to furnish a subject qT unplea- 
sant discussion, and possible collision, between the two 
governments. I cherish, however, a lively hope, found- 
ed as well on the validity of those claims, and the estab- 
lished policy of all enlightened governments, as on the 
known integrity of the French monarch, that tl^e injuri- 
ous delays of the pc^ vsriH find redress in the equity of 
the future. Our ihinister has been instructed to press 
these demands en the French government with all the 
earnestness which is called for by their importance and ir- 
refutable justice ; and in a spirit that will evince the tfi' 
spect which is due to the feelings of those from whom. the 
satis&ction is required. 

" Our' minister recentl]^ appointed to Spain has been 
authorized to asMSt in removing evils alike injurious to 
both countries, either by. concluding a commercial con- 
vention, upon liberal and reciproci^ terms^ or by urging 
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^e acceptance, in th^ii^full extent, of the. mntually bene* 
ficial provisions pf our navigation acts. He has also beea 
instructed to voak^ a fuirther appeal to the justice of Spain, 
in behalf of our citizens, for indemnity for spoliations up- 
on our comxnerce, committed under her authority— «ii 
appeal which the pacific and liberal courage observed on 
our. part, and a due confidence in the honor of that go* 
vemment, authorize us to expect wiU not be made ia 
vain. 

** With other European powers, our intercourse is on 
the most friendly footing. In Russia, placed by her ter- 
ritorial limits, extensive population, and great power» 
high in the rank of nations, the United Statea.have al- 
ways found a- stead&st friend. .Although her recent in- 
vasion of Turkey awakened a lively sympathy for (hose 
who were exposed to the desolations of war, we cannot 
but anticipate that the result will prove £ivorable to the 
cause of civilization, and to the progress of human hap- 
piness. The treaty of peace between these powers hav- 
ing been ratified, we cannot be insensible to the great 
benefit to be derived by the commerce of the United 
States, from unlocking the navigation of the Black Sea— 
a £ree passage into which is secured to all merchant ves- 
sels bound to ports of Russia -under a flag at peace with 
the Porte. This advantage, enjoyed, upon conditions, by 
most of the powers of Europe, has hitherto been with- 
held from us. DuTiDg the past summer, an antecedent, 
but unsuccessful attempt to obtain it, was renewed under 
circumstances which promised the most favorable results. 
Although these results have fortunately been thus in part 
attained, further &cilities to the enjoyment of this new 
field for the enterprise of our citizens are, in my opinion, 
sufficiently desirable to insure to them our most zealous 
attention^ . , 

>* Our trade with Austria, although of secondary impor- 
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tance, lias been gradually increasing ; and is now so ex- 
tended, as to deserve the fostering^ care of the government* 
A negotiation, commenced and ndeurly completed with that 
power, by the late administration, has been consummated 
by a treaty of ainity, navigation^ and commerce, which will 
be laid befote the senate. . 

" Doxing'the recess of congress, our diplomatic relations 
with Portugal iiave been resumed. The peculiar state of 
things in that 4buntry, caused a suspension xyflhe recog- 
nition t>f the representative who presented himself, until 
an ofi^rtunity was had to -obtaiil from bur official organ 
there, inibrmation regarding the actual, and as &r as prac- 
ticable, prospective, condition of the authority by which 
the representative in question was appointed. — This infor- 
nmtimi being receired, the applicsftion of the established 
rule of our govemm^t, in like cases, was no longer with- 
held. ' 

*' Considerable advances have been made^ during the 
present year^ in the adjustment of claims of our citizens 
upon Denmark for spoliations; but all that we have a 
right to demand from that gbverimient, in their behalf, 
has not yet been conceded. From the liberal footing, 
however^ npon^hlch this subjecfhaSt with the approba- 
tion of the claimants, been placed by the government, to- 
gether with the unifbrmly just and friendly disposition 
which 4ias been evinced by his Danish majesty, there is a 
reasonaMe gronnd to hope that this^ single subject of dif- 
ference will speedily be removed. 

" Our relations vrith the Barbary powers condnue, as 
they have long been, of the- most favorable' character.- 
The policy of keeping an adequate force in the Mediter- 
ranean, 80 security &r the continuance of this tranquillity, 
will be persevered in ; as well as a similar one for the 
protection of eur commeree and fisheries in the Pacific. 
^ '* The southern republics, of out. pwnl^mispfaere^ have 



not y^ reiilued all tbfi ad:eaiilag»i fef wUcb tb^ bunr 
hfitsfi «Q long vtruggling. We tni«tt How<^7<ff> that ^ 
^y IB not distant^ wkea the r^et^nUifM^ of p^sm and inr 
terfial quiet, under permanent sf stems oC.gover^aien^ se- 
Cfpjring the liberty, apd promoting the h#ppine«8 of the 
citizens, will crown, with complete suceess, their long and 
arduous efforts in the cause cf selfrgoTernment, and. ena- 
ble us to salute them as /rieadly rivs^ ua aU that is truly 
gne^at and g)orio^s. * 

'* The recent invasion of l^fexico, and tha^lect thereby, 
produced i^pon her domestic policy, smust have a copftroll- 
i^g iiifluence upon the great que^ion of South American 
^m^ncipatipn* We haye seen the. fel} spirit of eivil dis-* 
aensio|i rebuked, imd, perhi^s,^ forever stifled in thai re* 
p^l^ic, by the love of independence^ If it be true, as ap^ 
pearances strongly indicate, that the spirit of ind^^endlsic^ ' 
is the.master spirit, and if a corresponding sentiment pie* 
tMI^ i^ the Otlupr states, this devotJk>n jto lihefty cannot be 
without a proper ^ect i^pon the coun^h of the mother 
country. The adoption, by Spain, gf a pac^^ policy iQr 
trcirds her fori^^r colonies — ^ event cons€4iug to humnn* 
ityt and % blessing to the world« in which she herself can* 

Mi»w M*«A iM-A^wx/^i-wf j^.*4wci|«**i3-^iUttjr »/c AA^Mov x^asonaoiy ex-» 

pacted* 

** The claims of our citizena upon the South American 
governments, generally, are in a train of settlement; whSe 
tke principal part of those upon Br&zil have been adjust* 
ed, and a decree in council, ordering bondl to be issued 
by the minister of the treasury for their amount, has re- 
ceived the sanction of his imperial majesty. This event, 
t^ether witfa^thee^pchaage of the ratifications of the trea* 
ty negotiated and concluded in 1828, happily terminstos 
all seripus cauaes of difference with that power. 

«« Measures have been taken to place our commmria) 
reMons with Peru upon a betted foQ^iof tluin that ujNm 



wliieh they have hhheno rested ; and if met by a proper 
diepoflition on the part of. that goiFemment, important be- 
nefits may be seciuvd to both conntries. 
^ ^ Deeply interested b» we are in the prosperity of otir 
sister irqia^lics, and more particularly in that of our im- 
mediate neighbor^ it would be most gratifying to me* were 
I permitted to say, that the treatment which we haye re* 
eeired at her hands has been^asoniyersally fitiendly as the 
early and constant solicitude manifested by the United 
States ^r her success gare ua a right to expect. But it 
becomes my duty to inform you that prejudices, long in* 
dolged by a portion of the inhabitants of Mexico against 
the envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of 
the United States, have had an unfortunate influence upon 
the affairs of the two countries, and hare diminished that 
usefulness to its own which was justly to be expected ftcm. 
his talents and zeal. To this cause, in a great degree, is 
to be imputed the fidlure of several measures equally in- 
tMNdsting to both parties; but particularly that of the Mex* 
ican government to ratify a treaty negotiated and conclud- 
ed in its own capital and under its own eye. Under these 
circumstances, it appeared expedient to give to Mr. Poin- 
sett the.option either to return or not, as, in his judgment, 
the interest of his country might require ; and instructions 
to that end were prepared ; but, before they could be dis- 
patched, a communication was received from the govern- 
ment of Mexico, through its charge d-affiiires here, request- 
ing the recall of our minister. This was promptly com- 
plied with ; and a representative of a rank corresponding 
with that of the Mexican diplomatic agent near this go- 
vernment was appointed. Our conduct towards that re- 
public has been uniformly of the most friendly character ; 
and having thus.removed the only^alledged obstacle to har« 
monious intercourse, I cimnot but hope that an advantl^ 

geons change will occur in our afflur^. : 

28* 
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«« III jttiftiM to Mr. Poiflaslty it is puq^lotty* An-i^r 
immtiTwf^ comidianee with tlie applkatioii fi» Im iee«ll» 
and the appointmeBt of his ancceawMr^-are not to he ••- 
eribed to any eridence thai the imputation of tm ui^ioper 
interfoence hy him* in the local politics oi Mexico, vna 
well founded ; nor to a want of confidence in histaloBts 
or integrity ; and to add^-that the tmth of that chargpe hus 
neirer heen affirmed by the- fed^al goTenunent (^ Masd* 
eOy in its comnmnication with this. 

** I consider it one of the most urgent of my duties to 
bring to yonr atteoti<m the propriety -c^ amending that 
part of our constitution which relates to the election oi 
president and vice president. Our syst^n of goyemment 
was* by its framers^ deemed an experiment ; and they, 
therefore, consistently provided a mode of remedying Uo 
d^ects. 

** To the people belongs the right of electing their chief 
magistrates it was never desi'gned-that ^eir choiceehoiild, 
in any case, be defeated^ either by the intervention of elec- 
toral coUeges, or by the agency confided, under certain 
contingencies, td the house of representatives. Experi- 
enoe proves, that, in proportion as agents to execute the 
wHl of the people are multiplied, there is danger c^ their 
wishes being frustrated. Some may be unfeithfuV ; all are 
Uable to err. So &r, therefore, as the people can, with 
convenience, speak, it is safer for th^n to express their 
own will. * 

^c^The n\Hnber of aspirants to the presidency, and the 
diversity of the interests which may influence their claims, 
leave little reason to expect a choice in the first instance ; 
and, in that ^vent, the election must devolve ^n the house 
6f representatives, where, it is obvious, the will of the peo^ 
pie may not be always .'kscertained ; or, if ascertained, 
may not be regarded* From the mode of voting by statoa, 
the choice is to be made by twenty-four votes ; and it may 



often oectin that one of these may be co^jMlkd hfwn ii^ 
dividual reptesentatiTe. Honora and offices are at the 
dispoaial of the successM candidate. Repealed baikitmga 
may make it apparent that a single indiTidttal holds die 
cast in his hand. May he not be tempted to name his re- 
ward ? But even without corruption^ — supposing the pro» 
bity of the representative to be proof against the powerful 
motives by which he may be assailed-*-the will of the 
people is still constantly liable to be misrepresented. One 
may err from ignorance of the wishes of his constituents : 
another, from axx)nviction that it is his duty to be govern- 
ed by his own judgment of the fitness of the candidates : 
finally, although all were inflexibly honest-^-all accurate* 
ly itiformed of the wishes of their constituents— yet, iia* 
der the present mode of election, a minority may often 
elect a president : and when this happens, it may reason- 
ably be expe<ited that efibrts will be made on the part of 
the majority to rectify this injurious operation of their 
institutions. But although no evii of this character should 
result from such a perversion of the first principle of our 
system*— ^Aa^ the majority is to governn-'k must be very 
certain that a president elected by a minority cannot en- 
joy the confidence necessary to tiie suc6essful discharge 
of his duties* 

'* In this, as in all other matters of public concern, po- 
licy requires that as few impediments as possible should 
exist to the free operation of the public will. Let us, 
then, endeavor so to amend otir system, that the ofSce of 
chief magistrate may not be conferjed upon any citizen 
but in pursuance of a fair expression of the will of the 
majority. ' 

** I would therefore 'recommend such an amendment of 
the constitution as may remove all fntermediate agency in 
the election of president andyice president. The mode 
may be so regulated as to preserve to each state its pre- 



•ent fektive weight in the election j ftnd a .&ilufe in the 
fijTSt attempt may be provided for, by confining the second, 
to a choice between the two highest candidates. In cgot 
aeuon with such an amendment, it would seem advisable 
to ]jmit the sendee of the chief magistrate to a single 
termt of either four or six. years. If, however, it should 
not be adofled, it is worthy of consideration whether a 
provision disqualifying for office the representatives in 
congress on whom, such an election may have devolved, 
would not be proper. 

*' While members of congress can be constitutionally 
appointed to offices of trust and profit, it will be the prac* 
tice, even under the most conscientious! adherence to duty, 
to select them for such stations as they are believed to be 
better <{ualified to fill . than other citizens ; but the purity 
of our government wopld doubtless be promoted by their 
exclusion from all appointments in the gift of the presi- 
dent in whose election they may have been officially con- 
cerned. The nature of the judicial office, and the neces- 
sity of securing ija the cabinet and in diplomatic stations 
of the highest rank, the best talents ^nd political experi- 
ence, should, perhaps, except these from the exclusion. 

" There are perhaps few men who can for any great 
length of time enjoy office and power, without being more 
or less under the influence of feelings un&vorable to a 
fiiithful discharge of their public duties. Their integrity 
may be proof against improper considerations immediate- 
ly addressed to themselves ; but they are apt to acquire a 
habit of looking with indifierenpe upon the public inter- 
ests, and of tolerating conduct from which an unpractised 
man would revolt. Office is considered as a species of 
property ; and government, rather as a means of promot- 
ing individual interests, than as an instrument created 
solely for the service of the people. Corruption in some, 
and in others, a perversion of correct leelings and princi- 



plfis, diyeft goveriiteent from its legkimatl^ ends, wad make 
it 9n engin^e ibr th/d mippoit of tlie few at the expose of the 
mmy* . The duties of all public officers are, or, at least, 
admit of being made, so plain and simple, ^t men of 
intdligence may readily qualify themselves for their per- 
fonpaanee ; and I cax^t but believe that more is lost by 
the long cpptinuaBce of men in office^ than is generally to 
be gained'by. their experience. I submit theiefore to your 
consideration, whether the efficiency of the goveinment 
would not be promoted, and official industry aod integrity 
better < secured, by a general extension of the law which 
limits appointments to four years, 

** In a country- where offices are created solely . for the 
benefit of the people, no one man has any more intrinsic 
right to official station than (mother. Offices were not esr 
tabUshed to give support to particular men, at the public 
expose, Ho individual wrong is d^erefoie d<me by re- 
moval,, since neither appointment to, nor continuance in^ 
office, is matter of right. The incumbent became an offi^^ 
e^^ yrith a Tiew ta p^ic benefits ; and when these re^re 
his removal, they are not to be sacrificed to pH^nite inters 
ests. It is the people, and they alone, who haTe a right 
to comiilain, when a bad officer is subsdtnted fi>r a good 
one. He who isremoved has the same means of obtain* 
ing a liiraig, that are enjoyed by the millions who never 
hAd office^ Th^ proposed limitation would destroy the 
idea <!{ pioperty, now so generally connected with officii^l 
etation; and eltbough individual distieas may "be some- 
times produeed, it would, by promotmg that rocatton which 
opustitutes a leading principle in the republioaa creed, 
give healthlU aoticNEi to the qratem* 

^* No^ very eonsidezable chmge has occurred, durmg 
the reeeas <^ congress* in the eondkion of either t>ur agri* 
eattnie, coHuneice, or manu&ctures.. The qmntionof 
th0 ttirUThitf^iiet prot^ «o is^nnotii to die two^nnery or 
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as beneficial to the latter, as was atftieipated. Importa- 
tiona of foreign goods have not been smisibly diminished ; 
while domestic competition, under an illnsive excitement^ 
has increased the production mnch beyond the demand 
for home consumption: The consequ^Kfes have been 
low prices, temporary embarrassment, and ^partial loss. 
That such of our manufacturing "establidhnients as are 
based upon capital, and are prudently managed, will' sur- 
Tire the shock, and be ultimately profitable, there is no 
good reason to doubt. 

** To regulate its condu&t, so as to promote equally the 
prosperity of these three cardinal interests, is one of the 
most difilcult tasks of gorerhment ; and it may be regret- 
ted that the complicated restrictions which now embarrass 
the intercourse of nations, could not by common consent 
be abolished, and commerce allowed to fiow in those 
channels to which individual enterprise-^-always its su- 
rest guide — ^might direct it. But we must ever expect 
selfish legislation in other nations ; and are therefore com- 
pelled to adapt our own to their regulations, in the man- 
ner best cakulated to avoid serious injury, and to har- 
monize the conflicting interestis of our apiculture, our 
eommeree, and our manufactures. Under these hnpres- 
sions, I invite your attention to the -existing tarifi^ believ* 
ing that some of its provisions reqture modification. ^ 

*> The general rule to be applied in graduating the du- 
ties upon articles of foreign growth ot manu&cture, is 
that which will place our ewa in ^r competition with 
those of other countries ; and the inducements to advance 
even a step beyond this point, are controlling in^ regard to 
those articles which are of primary necessity in time of 
war. When we reflect upon the difficulty and delicacy 
of this operation, it is important that it should never be' 
attempted but with the. utmost caution. Frequent legisla- 
^n in regard to any branch of- industry, afllbctinjf ita v»» 
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dumnels^ must al^jrs be productiVB of hazardous speeu- 
iation and loss. . 

<< Jn deliberating, therefore* on these interesting sub- 
jeetsr local feeling and prejudices should be merged in 
the patriotic determination to promote the great interests 
of the whole^ All attempts to connect them with the 
party Gohilicts of the day are necessarily injurious, and 
should be discountenanced. Out action upon them should 
b^ under the control of higher and purer motives. Le- 
gislation, subjected to such influence, cannover be just; 
and will not long retain- the sanction of a people, whose 
active patriolism is not bounded by sectional limits, nor 
insensible te that iipirit of concession and forbearance, 
which gave life to our political compact, and still sustains 
it*. Discarding all calculations of politieal ..ascendency, 
the north, the south, the east, and the west, should imite 
in dii^nishing any burthen, of which either ma/ justly 
complain. - 

1 '* The' agricultural interests of pur country is so. essen- 
tially connected with every other^ and so superior in imp 
portance to them all, that it is scarcely necessary to invite 
tto it your particular, attention. It is principally as mana* 
.&ctures mid commerce tend to increase the vahie of agri- 
cultural productions, and to extend their application to the 
.wants and coi^forts of society,, that they deserve the fost^- 
ing care of government. 

• «> Looking -^i^rward to the period, not &r distant, wh^fi a 
sinking fvt^d irilLno longer be required, the^uties on those 
articles of importation which cannot come in competition 
with our own prodiH^tions, are the first that should engage 
.the attention of congress in the mqdificatien of the tariC 
.Of theyse, tea and coj6^ are the most |Hrominent: th^ey 
; enter largely into the, consumpticm of the country, and 
Jiava b^ome articles of necessity to bH classes. A re- 
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Aiction^ therefore, ^f tbe existing dutieff, will he felt ai a 
common benefit ;. but, like all other lefisladon cmuieet«ld 
with cfltoxaerce, to Jie efficacioos, and not injurious, it 
should be gradual and certain. 

** The public prosperity is evinced in the ineteased to* 
ireUue arising from the sales of the public lands ; and in the 
steady maintenatice of that produced by imposts and ton- 
nage, notwithstanding the additional duties imposed by 
the act of 19th May, 1838, atd the unusual importations 
in the early part of that yCar. 

** The luiliince in the treasury, on (he 1st of January, 
1M9, was five millions nine hundred and seventy-two 
thousand four hundred and thirty-five dollars and eighty- 
one cenM. Tlte receipts c^ thecurrent jeta are estimated 
at tWBn^4bur millions si^ hundred add two thousand two 
kundred and tillrty dollars, ^drth^ expenditures for the 
same time,' at twenty-six millions one hundred and sixty- 
four thousand five hundred and ninety-five dollars i leav- 
ing a balance in the treasury, on the 1st of January next, 
of four millions four hundred and ten thousand and seventy 
dollars and eighty-one cents. 

** There will have been paid, on account of the public 
debt, during the present year, the sum of t^Mre nsillions 
four "bundled and five thousand and Bre doUiE^rs and eigh- 
ty cents i reducing the whole d^ of the government, on 
the first of fanuary next, to forty-eight millions five hun- 
dred and sixty^five thousand four hundred and six dollars 
and fifty cents, including seven millions of five "pw cent, 
vtock, subscribed to the bank of the United States. The 
payment on account of .the public debt, made on^ the first 
of July last, was eight millions sev^i hundred and Meen 
thousand four hundred and sixty-two <^llaiB and eighty- 
seven cents. It was apprehended^ that the sudden wkh- 
dm,vi^ of so large a sum from the banks in which it Was 
deposited, at a time of unusual pressure in the money 
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■larket, might cause much injurytto Que interests <l^pend« 
ent on bank accomodations. Btft this evil was ^olly 
averted by an early anticipation of li at the tr«asiuy, aid- 
ed by the judicious arrangements of the officers of the bank 
of the United States. « 

" This state of the finances exhibits the resources of the 
nation in an aspect highly flattering to its industry ; and' 
auspicious of the ability of governihent, in a very short 
time^^ to extinguish the puMic debt. When this shall be 
dnie, our population will be relieved from a considerable 
portion of its present burthens ; and will findj not only 
new motives to patriotic affectiqin, but additional means 
for the display of individual enterprise. The fiscal power 
of the states will also be increased*; and may be^iore ex- 
tensively exerted in favor of ^ucation and olh^r public 
objects : while ample mdal^s will reoaain wt the federal gp- 
vernment to promoto^ the general weal, in all the mode^ 
permitted to its authority. 

"After th^ extinction ,irf the public debt, it is not pro- 
bable that any adjustment of the tariff, upon principles sa- 
tis&ctory to the people of the union, will, until a remote 
period) if ever, leave the government without a consider- 
able surptcu^ in the treasury, beyond what may Be requi- 
red for its current service. As then the period ftppipaches 
when the application 'ni the revenue to the payment of 
debt will cease, the disposition of the surplus will present 
a subject for the serious deliberation of congress ; and it 
may be fortunate for the country that it is yet to be decided. 
Goitsidered in connexion with the difficulties which have 
heretofore attended appropriations for purposes of interr 
nal improvement ; and with those which this experience 
tells us will certainly arise, whenever power over such 
subjects may be exercised by the general government; 
it is hoped that it may lead to the adoption of some jglan 
which will reconcile the diversified interests of tHe states, 



SM BIOGRAPHT 07 

and sCrengthen the bonds which unite them. E^eiy 
-member of the union, in peace and in war, will be bene* 
fited by. the improvement of inland navigation and the 
construction of highways in the several states. Let us 
then endeavor to attain this benefit in a mode which will 
be satis&ctory to all. That hitherto adopted, has, by many 
■of our fellow-citizens, been deprecated as an infraction 
of the constitution ; while by others it &as been viewed as 
inexpedient. All feel that it has been employed at the ex- 
pense of harmony in the legislative councils. 

" To avoid these evils, it appears to me that the most 
safe, just and federal disposition which could be made of 
the surplus revenue, would be its apportionment among 
the several states according to their ratio of representa- 
tion ; and should this measure not be found warranted by 
the constitution, -that it would be 'expedient to propose to 
the states an amendment authorizing it. I regard an 
appeal to the source of power, in cases of real doubt, and 
where its exercise' is deemed indispensable to the general 
wel&re, as among the most sacred of all our obligationa. 
Upon this country, more than any other, has, in the pro- 
vidence of Grod, been cast the special guardianship of the 
great principle of adherence to written constitutions. If 
it &il here,, all hope in regard to it will be extinguished. 
That this was intended to be a government of limited and 
specific, and not general powers, must be admitted by all ; 
and it is our duty to preserve for it the character intended 
by its framers. If experience points out the necessity for 
an enlargenteut of these powers, let us apply for it to those 
for whose benefit it is to be exercised ; and not undermine 
the whole, system by a resort to-overstrained constructions. 
Thi scheme has worked well. It has exceeded the hopes 
of those who devised it, and become an object of admira* 
tion to the world. We are responsible to our country, 
and to the glorious cause of sel^govemment, for the pre* 
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s^yation of so great a good. The great mass of legisbi'* 
tion relating to our internal affairs, was intended to be left 
where the federal convention found it,--^in the slate go^ 
vemments. Nothing is clearer, in my view, than that we 
are chiefly indebted for the success of the constitution un- 
der which we are now acting, to the watchful and auxili- 
ary operation of the state authorities. This is not the re- 
flection of a day, but belongs to the most deeply rooted 
convictions of my mind. I cannot therefore, too strongly 
^ too earnestly, for my own sense of its importance, warn 
you against all encroachments upon the legitimate sphere 
of state sovereignty. Sustained by its healthful and invi- 
gorating influence, the federal system can never fall. 

^* In the collection of the revenue, the long credits au- 
thorized on goods imported from beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope are the chief cause of the losses at present 
sustained. If. these were shortened to six, nine, and 
twelve months, and warehouses provided by government, 
suflicient to receive the goods oflered in deposite for se- 
curity and for debenture; and if the right of the United 
States to a priority of payment out of the estates of its in- 
solvent debtors were more effectually secured, — ^this evil 
would, in a great measure, be obviated. An authority to 
construct such houses is, therefore, with the proposed al- 
teration of the credits, recommended to your attention. 

** It is worthy of notice, that the laws for the collection 
and security of the revenue arising from imposts, were 
ehiefly framed when the rates of duties on imported goods 
presented much less temptation for illicit trade tkan at 
present exists. There is reason to believe that these laws 
are, in s<mie respects, quite insufficient for the proper se- 
curity of the revenue, and the protection of the intejpsts 
of those who are disposed to obseive them. The injuri- 
ous and demoralizing tendency of a successful system of 
nmuggUng is so obvious as not to require comment, and 
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cannot be too carefoUy guarded against* I therefore sag^ 
gest to congress the propriety of -adopting efficient mea- 
sures to prevent this evil, avoiding, however, as much as 
possible, every unnecessary injfringement of individual 
liberty, and embarrassment of fair and lawful business. 

" On an examination of the records of the treasury, I 
have been forcibly struck with the large amount of pub- 
lic money which appears to be outstanding. Of the sum 
thus due from individuals to the government, a consi- 
derable portion is undoubtedly desperate ; and, in many 
instances, has probably been rendered so by remissness 
in the agents charged with its collection. By proper ex- 
ertions, a great part, however, may yet be recovered ; and, 
whatever may be the portions respectively belonging to 
these two classes, it behooves the government to ascertain 
the real state of the fact. This can be done only by the 
prompt adoption of judicious measures for the collection 
of such as may lil<s< made available. It is believed that a 
very large amount has been lost through the inadequacy 
of the means provided for the collection of debts due to 
the public ; and that this inadequacy lies chiefly in the 
want of legal skill, habitually and constantly employed in 
the direction of the agents engaged in the service. It 
must, I think, be admitted, that the supervisory power 
over suits brought by the public, which is now vested in 
an accounting o|ficer of the treasury, not selected with 
a view to his legal knowledge, and incumbered as he is 
with numerous other duties, operates un&ivorably to the 
public-interest. 

** It is important that this branch of the public service 
should be subjected to the supervision of such profession** 
al skill as will give it efficiency. The expense attendant 
upon such a modification of the executive department^ 
would be justified by the soundest principles of economy. 
I would recommendt therefore, that the duties now aa- 



AllPRKW JACKSON. Ml 

mg&ed to the agent of the treasiuy, so &r as they leiste to 
the superintendence and managanent of legal proceed- 
ings^ on the part of the United States, be transferred to 
the attorney general ; and that this officer be placed on 
the same footing, in all respects, as the heads of the other 
departments, — ^receiving like compensation, and having 
such subordinate officers provided for his department, as 
may be requisite for the discharge of these additional du- 
ties. The professional skill of the attorney general, em- 
ployed in directing the conduct of marshals and district 
attorneys, would hasten the collection of debts now in 
suit, and hereafter save much to the government. It might 
be further extended to the superintendence of all criminal 
proceedings, for ofiences against the United States. In 
making this transfer, great care should be taken, however, 
that the power necessary to the treasury department be not 
impaired : one of its greatest securities consisting in a 
control over all accounts, until they are^mudited or report- 
ed for suit. 

*^ In connexion with the foregoing views, I would sug- 
gest, also, an inquiry, wh^her the provisions of the act 
of congress, authorizing the discharge of the persons of 
debtors to the government, from imprisonment, may not, 
consistently with the public interest, be extended to the 
release of the debt, where the conduct of the debtor is 
wholly exempt from the imputation of fraud. Some more 
liberal policy than that which now prevails, in reference 
to this unfortunate class of citi2ens, is certainly due to 
them, and would prove beneficial to the country. The 
continuance of the liability, after the means to discharge 
it have been exhausted, can only serve to dispirit the debt- 
or ; or, where his resources are but partial, the want of 
power in the government to compromise and release the 
demand, instigates to frauds as the only resource fer se- 
curing a 8upport*to his fiimily. He thus sinks into a stiUe 
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of apethyy and becomes a useless drone in society, or « 
vicious member of it, if not a feeling witness of the rigor 
and inhumanity of his country. All experience prores^ 
that oppressive debt is tho bane of enterprise; and it 
should be the care of a republic not to exert a grinding 
power oyer misfortune and poverty* 

^' Since the last session of congress, numerous frauds 
on the treasury have been discovered, which I thought it 
my duty to bring imder the cognizance of the United 
States' court for this district, by a criminal prosecution. 
It was my opinion, and that of able counsel who were 
consulted, that the cases came within the penalties of the 
act of the 17th congress, approved 3d March, 1823, pro- 
viding for the punishment of frauds committed on the 
government of the United States. Either from some de- 
fect in the law,, or in its administration, every efTprt to 
bring the accused to trial, under its provisions, proved in- 
eflfectucdMand the government was driven to the neeessi- 
fy of resorting to the vague and inadequate provisions of 
.theJp^Ai^epon'law. It is therelbre my duty to call your at- 
,Cel^t^n to the laws which have been passed for the pro- 
tection of the treasury. If, indeed, there be no provision 
by which those who may be unworthily intrusted with its 
gifardianship, can be punished for the most flagrant vio- 
lation >of, duty, extending even to the most fraudulent ap- 
propriation of the public funds to their own use ; it is time 
to ri^medy so dangerous an omission. Or, if the law has 
been perverted from its original purposes, and criminals^ 
deserving to be punished under its provisions, have been 
rescued by legal subtleties ; it ought to be made so plain, 
by amendatory provisions, as to bafile the arts of perver- 
sion, and accomplish the ends of its original enactment. 

'* In one of the nu)st flagrant cases, the court decided 
that the prosecution was barred by the statute which limits 
prosecution %r fraud to two years* In this case all the 



ANI^RBW JACKSON. 343 

evidences of the firaad, and indeed all knowledge that a 
fraud had been committed, were in poasession of the party 
accused, until after the two years had elapsed. Surely 
the statute ought not to run in favor of any man, while he 
retains all the evidences of his crime in his own posses- 
sion ; and, least of all, in &vor of a public officer who 
continues to defraud the treasury, and conceal the trans* 
action for the brief term of two years. I would therefore 
recommend such an alteration of the law as will give the 
injured party and the government two years after the dis- 
closure, of the fraud, or after the accused is out *of office, 
to commence their prosecution. 

^^ In connexion with this isubject, I invite the attention 
of congress to a general and minute inquiry into the con* 
dition of the government ; with a view to ascertain what 
offices can be dispensed with, what expenses retrenched, 
and what improvements may be made in the organization 
of its various parts, to secure the proper responsibility of 
public agents, md promote efficiency and justice in all its 
operations. 

♦' The report of the secretary of war will make you ac- 
quainted with the condition of our army, fortifications, 
arsenals, and Indian aflairs. The proper discipline of 
the army, the training and equipment of the militia, the 
education bestowed at West Point, and the accumulation 
of the means of defence, a|^licable to the naval force; 
will tend to prolong the peace we now enjoy, and which 
every good citizen — ^more especially those who have felt 
the miseries of even a successful warftire---*-must ardently 
desire to perpetuate. - 

** The returns from the subordinate branches of this ser- 
vice, exhibit a regularity and order highly creditable to its 
character ; both officers and soldiers seem imbued with a 
prt^r.sense of duty, and conform to the restraints of exr 
^t dJAcipUAe^ with that cheerfttlness which becomes the 
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profeflsion of arms. Thete is need, however, of foitber 
legislation, to obTiate the inconveniences specified in the 
report under consideration ; to some of which it is proper 
that I should call yx>ur particular attention. 

** The act of congress of the 9d March, 1821, to reduce 
and fix the military establishment, remaining unexecuted 
as it regards the command of one of the regiments of ar- 
tillery, cannot now be deemed a guide to the executive in 
making the proper appointment. An explanatory act, 
designating the class of officers out of which this grade 
is to be filled — ^whether from the military list, as existing 
prior to the act of 1821, or from it, as it has been fixed 
by that act — ^would remove this difiiculty. It is also im-^ 
portant that the laws regulating the pay and emoluments 
of ofiicers generally, should be more specific than they 
now are. Those, for example, in relation to the pay* 
master and surgeon general, assign to them an annual 
salary of two thousand five hundred dollars, but are si- 
lent as to allowances, which, in certain exigencies of the 
service, may be deemed indispensable to the discharge of 
their duties. This circumstance has been the authority 
for extending to them various allowances, at dififerent 
times, under former administrations : but no uniform rule 
has been observed on the subject. . Similar inconveniences 
exist in other cases, in which the construction put upon 
thelaws,^ by the public accountants, may operate unequaU 
ly, produce confusion, and. expose offices to the odiiun 
of claiming what is not their due« 

^* I recommend to your fostering care, as one of your 
safest means of national defence, the military academy .«-» 
This institution has already exercised the happiest influ- 
ence upon the moral and intellectual character of our ar<- 
my ; and i^uch of the graduates as, from various causes^ 
may not pursue the profession of arms, will be scarcely* 
less xueM as cit^nsv Theur ^owledge of themifitafy 
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aft will be advantageously employed in the militia ser* 
vice; and in a meastire, secure to that class of tro^fNS the 
advantages which, in this respect, belong to standing ar- 
mies. 

«* I would also suggest a review of the pension law, for 
the purpose of extending its benefits to every revolution- 
ary soldier who aided in establishing our liberties, and 
who is unable to maintain himself in comfort. These 
relics of the war of independence have strong claims 
upon their country's gratitude and bounty. The law is 
defective, in not embracing within its provisions all those 
who were, during the last war, disabled from supporting 
themselves by manual labor. Such an amendment would 
add but little to the amount of pensions, and is called for 
by the sympathies of the people, as well as by considera- 
tions of sound policy. It will be perceived that a large 
addition to the list of pensioners has been occasioned by 
an order of the late administration, departing materially 
from the rules which had previously prevailed. Consi- 
dering it an act of legislation, I suspended its operation 
as soon as I was informed that it had commenced. Be- 
fore this period, however, applications under the new re- 
gulation had been preferred, to the number of one hun- 
dred and fifly-four : of which, on the 27th March, the 
date of its revocation, eighty-seven were admitted. For 
the amount, there was neither estimate nor appropriation ; 
and besides this deficiency, the regular allowances, ac- 
cording to the rules which have heretofore governed the 
department, exceed the estimate of its late secretary, by 
about fifty thousand dollars : for which an appropriation 
is asked. 

" Your particular attention is requested to that part of 
the report of the secretary of war, which relates to the 
Inoney held in trust for the Seneca tribe of Indians^ It 
will be perceived that, without legislative aid, the ezecu* 
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tiye cannot oWkte the embantussmonts occasioned lyy the 
diminiHtion of the dividends on that fund ; which origi- 
nally amounted to one hundred thousand dollars, •and 
has recently been vested in United States' three per cent, 
stock. 

*' The condition and ulterior destiny of the Indian tribes 
within the limits of some of our states, have become ob- 
jects of much interest and importance. It has long been 
the policy of government to introduce among them the 
arts of civilization, in the hope of gradually reclaiming* 
them from a wandering life. This policy has, however, 
^en coupled with another, wholly incompatible with its 
success. Professing a desire to civilize and settle them, 
we have, at the same time, lost no opportunity to pur- 
chase their lands, and thrust them further into the wil- 
derness. By this means they have not only been kept in 
a wandering state, but been led to look upon us as unjust 
and indifferent to their &te. Thus, though lavish in its 
expenditures upon the subject, government has constantly 
defeated its own policy; and the Indians in general, rece- 
ding further and further to the west, have retained theiir 
savage habits. A portion, however, of the southern 
tribes, having mingled much with the whites,- and made 
some progress in the arts of civilized life, have lately- 
attempted to erect an independent government, within the 
limits of Georgia and Alabama. These states, claiming- 
to be the only sovereigns within their territories, extended 
their laws over the Indians ; which induced the latter to 
call upon the United States for protection. 

*' Under these circumstances, the question presented 
was, whether the general government had a right to sus- 
tain those people in their pretensions? The constitution 
declares, that * no new state shall be formed or erected 
within the jurisdiction of any other state,' without the 
eoDsent of its legislature* If the general government is 
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net permitted to tolerate the erection of a (k^nf^erate state 
within the territory of one of the memhers of this latnion, 
against her consent, much less could it aUow a foreign and 
independent government to establish itself there. Georgia 
became a member of the confederacy which eventuated in 
our federal union, as a sovereign state, always asserting 
her claim to certain limits ^ which having been originally 
defined in her colonial charter, and subsequently recog- 
nized in the treaty of peace, she has ever since continued 
to enjoy, except as they have been circumscribed by her 
own voluntary transfer of a portion of her territory to the 
United States, in the articles of cession of 18Q2. Alaba- 
ma was admitted into the union, on the same footing with 
the original states, with boundaries which were prescribed 
by congress. There is no constitutional, conventional, or 
legal provision, which allows them Less power Over the 
Indians within their borders, than is possessed by Maine 
or New York. Would the people of Maine permit the 
Penobscot tribe to erect an independent government with- 
in their state ? and unless they did, would it not be the 
duty of the general government to support them in resist- 
ing such a measure ? Would the people of New York 
permit each remnant of the Six Nations within her bor- 
ders, to declare itself an independent people under the 
protection of the United States ? Could the Indians esta- 
blish a separate republic on each of their reservations in 
Ohio ? and if they were so disposed, would it foe the duty 
of this government to protect them in the attempt ? If the 
principle involved in the obvious answer to these questioni^ 
be abandoned, it will follow that the objects of this govern- 
ment are reversed ; and that it has become a part of its 
duty to aid in destroying the-states which it was establidi- 
ed to protect. 

<< Actuated by thie view of the subject, I informed the 
Indiaaft iiUiabiting parts c^ Qeorgia and Alabama^ that 
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their attempt to establish an independent goyemnent 
xiC'ould not be countenanced by the exeeutire of the. United 
States ; and advised them to emigrate beyond the Missis- 
sippi, or submit to the laws of those states. 

** Our conduct towards these people is deeply interest* 
ing to our national character. Their present condition, 
contrasted with what they once were, makes a most 
powerful appeal to our sympathies. Our ancestors found 
them the uncontrolled possessors of these vast regions. 
By persuasion and force, they have been made to retire 
from river to river, and from mountain to mountain ; 
until some of the tribes have become extinct, and others 
have left but remnants to preserve, for a while, their once 
terrible names. Surrounded by the whites, with their 
arts of civilization, which, by destroying the resources of 
the savage, doom him to weakness and decay ; the &te 
of the Mohegan, the Narragansett, and the Delaware, is 
fast overtaking the Choctaw, the Cherokee, and the 
Creek. That this fate surely awaits them, if they remain 
within the limits of the states, does not admit of a doubt. 
Humanity and national honor demand that every efibrt 
should be made to avert so great a calamity. It is too 
late to inquire whether it was just in the United States to 
include them and their territory within the bounds of 
new states whose limits they could control. That step 
cannot be retraced. A state cannot be dismembered by 
congress, or restricted in the exercise of her constitutional 
power. But the people of those states, and of every state, 
actuated by feelings of justice, and regard for our national 
honor, suhoait -to you the > interesting question, whether 
something cannot be done, consistently with the rights of 
the states, to preserve this much injured race ? 

'* As a means of effecting this end, I suggest for your 
consideration, the propriety of setting apart an ample 
district west of the Mispissif^i, and without the limits of 
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any state or territory, now formed, to be guaranteed to 
the Indian tribes, as long as they shall occupy it : each 
tribe having a distinct control oyer the portion designated 
for its use. There they may be secured in the enjoyment 
of governments of their own ehoice, subject to no other 
control from the United States, than such as may be' 
necessary to preserve peace on the frontier, and between 
the several tribes. There the benevolent may endeavor 
to teach them the arts of civilization ; and by promoting 
union and harmony amoi^ them, to raise up an interest- 
ing commonwealth, destined to perpetuate the race, and 
to attest the humanity and justice of this government. 

^* This emigration should be voluntary : for it would 
be as cruel as unjust to compel the aborigines to abandon 
the graves of their &thers, and seek a home in a distant 
land. But they should be distinctly informed, that if they 
remain within - the limits of the states, they must be sub* 
ject to their laws. In return for their obedience, as indi- 
viduals, they vnll, without doubt, be prelected in the en- 
J03nnent of those possessions which they have improved 
by their industry. But it seems to me visionary to sup- 
pose, that, in this state of things, claims can be allowed 
on tracts of country on which they have neither dwelt 
nor made improvements, merely because they have seen 
them from the mountain, or passed them in the chase. 
Submitting to the laws of the states, and receiving, like 
other citizens, protection in their persons and property, 
they will, ere long, become merged in the mass of our 
po|»ulation. 

** The accompanying report of the secretary of the navy 
will make you acquainted with the condition and useful 
emplo3nsient of that branch of our service, during the pre- 
sent year* Constituting, as it does, the-best standing se- 
curity of this country against foreign aggression, it claims 

the especial attenlicm of government. Xiv this spirit, the 

30 



3S0 BIOOSJIPHT OT 

measures which, since the tenmnation of the last war, 
hare been in openUion to. its gradual enlargement, were 
adopted; and it should continue to be cherished as the 
offspring of our national experience. It will be seen, . 
however, that, notwithstanding the grtot solicitude which 
has been manifested for phe^ perfect organization of this 
arm, and the liberality ol the appropriations which that 
solicitude has suggested, this object has, in many import* 
ant respects not been secured. 

*' In time of peace, we have, need of no more ^ps of 
war than ai^e requisite to the protection of our commerce. 
Those not wanted for this object, must lay in the harbors, 
where, without proper coverings they rapidly decays and, 
even under the best precautions for their preservation, 
must soon become useless. Such isialready the case with 
many of our finest vessels ; which, though unfinished, will 
now require immense sums of money to be restored to 
the condition in which they were when committed to 
their proper elaaent. On this subject there can be but 
little doubt that our best policy would be to discontinue 
th&^bililding of ships of the first and second class, and 
look^ rather to the possession of ample materials j prepared 
for the emergencies of war, than to the number of vessels 
which we can float in a season of peace, as the index of 
our naval power. Judicious deposites in nttvy yards, of 
timber and other materials, fiishioned under the hands of 
skillful wprkm^i, and fitted for prompt application to their 
Various purposes, would enable us, at all times, to con- 
struct vessels as fast as they can be manned ; and save the 
heavy expense of repairs, except to. suck vessels as mtist 
be employed in guarding our eemmeroe. The proper 
points for the establishment of theseyards^-are initicated 
with so much force in the report of the navy board, that, 
in recommending it to your att^tion, t deem it unneceft- 
Mry to do laore than ei^ess my hearty JeoacurreQce in 
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their views. The yard in this district, being already fur- 
nished with most of the machinery necessary for ship 
building, will be competent to the supply of the two se- 
lected by the board as the best for the concentration of 
materials ; and^ from the facility and certainty of com- 
munication between them, it will be useless to incur, at 
these depots, the expense of .similar machinery, especial- 
ly that usred in preparing the usual metallic and wooden 
furniture of vessels. 

*♦ Another improvement would be effected by dispens- 
ing altogether with the navy board, as now constituted, 
and subi^ituting, in its stead, bureaue similar to those al- 
ready existing in the war department* Each member of 
the board, transferred to the head of a separate bureau, 
charged with specific duties, would feel, in its higheslu. 
degree, that wholesome responsibility which cannot be di- 
vided without a far more than proportionate diminution of 
its force. Their valuable services would become still more 
so, when^separately appropriated to distinct portions of the 
great interests of the navy ; to the prosperity of which each 
•«^«««14 bo impelled to devote himself by tk©- strongest mo- 
tives. U nder sacn an arimigtnxxont, ©very branch ofthis*^ 
important service would assume a xxxore eixiople and precise 
character -, Its efilclency wnnldrl)e increased, and scrupu- 
lous economy in the expenditure of public money promoted^ 

" I would also recommend that the marine corps be 
merged in the artillery or infentrjp, as the be^ mode oi 
curing the many defects in its organization. But little 
exceeding in number any of the regiments of infantry, that 
corps has, besides its lieutenant colonel commandant, five 
brevet lieutenant colonels, who receive the full pay and 
emoluments of their brevet rank, without rendering pro- 
portionate service. Details for marine service could as 
well be made from the infantry, or artillery — there being 
no peculiar training requisite for it. 
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** With these improvements, and such others as zeiQ- 
ous watchfulness and mature consideration may suggest, 
there can be little doubt that, under an energetic ad- 
ministration of its afiairs, the navy may soon be made 
every thing that the nation wishes it to be. Its efficiency 
in the suppression of piracy in the West India seas, and 
wherever its squadrons have been employed in . securing 
the interests of the country, will appear from the report 
of the secretary, to which I refer you for other interest- 
ing details. Among these, I would bespeak the atten- 
tion of congress for the views presented in relation to 
the inequality between the army and navy as to the pay 
of officers. No such inequality should prevail between 
these brave defenders of their country ; and where it does 
e^ist, it is submjitted to congress whether it ought not to 
be rectified. 

• " The report of the postmaster general is referred to as 
exhibiting a highly satisfactory administration of that de- 
partment. Abuses have been reformed ; increased ex- 
pedition in the transmission of the mail secured ; and its 
rovtsnue much unproved. In a political poiui orvTer^, 
thft departiueiit i* oki^Aj i.«jn;itam as aHording tne 
means of diffueingr knowledge. It is to the body politic 
wliat tho voins and arteries axe iu Utts natural, — ctmiveyiug- 
rapidly and regularly, to the remotest parts of the sys- 
tem, correct information of the operations of the govern- 
ment, and bringing back to it the wishes and feelings of 
the people. Through its agency, we have secured to 
ourselves the full enjoyment of the blessings of a free 
press. V 

** In this general survey of our affairs, a subject of high 
importance presents itself in the present organization of 
the judiciary. A uniform operation of the federal go- 
vernment in the dififerent states is certainly desirable ; 
and, existing as they do in the unioU) on the basis of per* 
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feet equality, each estate has a right to expect that the 
benefits conferred on the citizens of others should Be ex* 
tended to hers. The judicial system of the United States 
exists in all it* ^ciency in only fifteen members of the 
union : to three others, the circuit courts, which consti- 
tute an important part of that syistem, have been imper- 
fectly extended : and to the remaining six, altogether de- 
nied. The effect has been to withhold from the inhabi- 
tants of the latter the advantages afforded (by the supreme 
court) to their fellow citizens in other states, in the whole 
extent of the criminal, and nluch of the civil authority of 
the federal judiciary. That this state of things ought to 
be remedied, if it can be done consistently with the public - 
welfiire, is not to be doubted ; neither is it to be disguised 
that the organization of our judicial system is at once a 
difficult and delicate task. To extend the circuit courts 
equally throughout the different parts of the union, and, 
at the same time, to avoid such a multiplication of meih- 
bers as would^ incumber the supreme appellate tribunal, ^ 
is the object desired. Perhaps it might be accomplished 
by dividing the circuit judges into two classes, and provi- 
ding that the supreme court should be held by those classes 
alteruately — the chief justice always presiding. 

" If an extension of the circuit court system to those 
states which do not now enjoy its benefits, should be de- 
termined upon, it would, of course, be necessary to re- 
vise the present iirrangement of the circuits ; and even if 
that system should not be enlarged, such a revision is 
recommeiided. 

"A provision for tiddng the census of the people of 
the United States will, to ensure the completion of that 
work within a -convenient time, claims the eafly attention 
of congress. 

^ The great and constant increase of business in the 

department txf state, forced itsdf, tit an early period, upon 
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the ftttention of the executive. Thirteen years etgOj, it 
wasy in Mr. Madison's last message to congress^ made 
the subject of an earnest recommendation, which has 
been repeated by both of his successors ; and my compa- 
ratively limited ejqperiencehas satisfied me o( its justness* 
It has arisen irom many causes, not the least of which is 
the large addition that has been made to the hiwly of 
independent nations^ and the proportionate extension of 
our foreign relations. The rem<3dy proposed was the 
establishment of a home department — a measure which 
does not appear to have met the views of congress, on 
account of its supposed tendency to increase gradually, 
and imperceptibly, the already too strong bias of the 
federal system towards the exercise of authority not de- 
legated to it. I am not, therefore, disposed to revive the 
recommendation ; but am not the less impressed with the 
importance of so organizing that department, that its secre- 
tary may devote more of its time to our foreign relations. 
Clearly satisfied that the public good would be promoted 
by some suitable provision on the subject, I respectfiilly 
invite your attention to it. 

" The charter of the bank of the United States expires 
in 1836, and its stockholders will most probably apply 
foi a renewal of their privileges. In order to avoid the 
evils -resulting froiot precipitancy in. a measure involving 
such . important principles, and such deep pecuniary in- 
terests, I feel that (cannot, in justice to the parties in- 
terested, too soon present it to the deliberate considera- 
tion of the legislature and the people. Both the consti- 
tutionality and the expediency of the law creating this 
bank, are well questioned by a large portion of our fel- 
low citizens; '.and it must be admitted by all, that it has 
failed in the great end of establishing a uniform and 
9ound currency* 

'^ Under these circumstances, if such an institution is 



ANDRBW JACXfiOK. iWft 

deemed essential to the fiscal operations of the govern- 
ment, I submit to the wisdom of the legislature, whether 
a national one, founded upon the credit of the government 
and its revenues, might not be devised, which would avoid 
all constitutional difficulties, and at the same time secure 
all the advantages to the government and country that 
were expected to result from the present bank. 

"I cannot close this communicatioB without bringing 
to your view the just clami of the representatives of <Uom- 
moddre Decatur, his officers and crew, arising from the 
re-capture of the frigate Philadelphia, under the heavy 
batteries of Tripoli. Although sensible, as a general 
rule, of the impropriety of executive interference under 
a government like ours, where every individual enjoys 
the right of directly petitioning congress ; yet, viewing 
this case as one of a very peculiar character, I deem it 
my duty to- recommend it to your favorable conisideration. 
Besides the justice of this claim, as corresponding to those 
which have been since recognized and satisfied, it is the 
fruit of a deed of patriotic and chivalrous daring, which 
infrised life and confidence into our infant navy, and con- 
tributed, as much as any exploit in its history, to elevate 
our national character. Public gratitude, therefore, stamps 
her seal upon it ; and the meed should not be withheld 
which may hereafter operate as a stimulus to our gallant 
tars. 

*^I now commend you, fellow citiiins, to the guidance 
of Almighty God, with a full reliance on his merciful 
Providence for the maintenance of our free institutions; 
and with an earnest supplication, that, whatever errors 
it may be my lot to commit, in discharging the arduous 
duties which have devolved on me, will Jnd a *6medy in 
the harmojay and wisdom of your counsels. 

Andrew Jacs^son.'* 
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CHAPTER XVin. 

* . ' ■ • -^ . 

Approbation of the Message — Maysville Road JBillr^ 
Returned to the House by General Jackson, with his 
objections^^Mr. Barbour^ s defence of this oficial act 
— Meeting of Congress in 1830 — General JacksorCs 
Message — Remarks upon it-^Correspondence between 
him and Mr. Calhoun — Developments ^ade by thateor- 
♦ respondence — Its beneficial results. io^CrmeraZ Jackson, 

The message of President Jacksoir- met with a more 
grucious reception, ft%m the politiear party wbich opposed 
his election, than could have been anticipated, from the 
violent animosity they had uniformly manifested against 
him and his acts. It was indeed a production of distin- 
guished ability ; it developed with clearness the policy 
that would be pursued by the -administration, and the 
principles on which its measures were based. General 
Jackson, as the head of that administration, had acquired 
for himself a brilliant reputation in serving hia country; 
but was in retirement when the people besought him to 
return to public life. He had yielded to their ardent 
wishes; but his election had been resisted by all the 
energies that could be put in motion by a bold, active 
opposition party in power, determined on the prolongation 
of it. Thia resistance had been met and overcome by 
the combined efforts of a large majority of the American 
people^ acting under the iaflaence which had enaUed 
4i)em, in 1801, to achieve a similar triiuni^ by the elec- 
tion of Mr* Jefl^TfoiL 

Thus fiir had General Jackson^s administration aoswer- 
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ed the anticipations of its -friends ; the work of reform 
had been auspiciously commenced; corruption, which 
had found its way into official stations, had been exposed 
and punished ; the work of retrenchment had been be- 
gun ; the constitution, as &r as it regarded the executive 
power, was correctly expounded ; in short, most that had 
been cherished and admired in the fortunate administra- 
tion of Jefferson^ was renewed in that of Jackson. 

IMiuiy questions, of deep interest to the American union, 
came before this session of our national congress. But no 
one act of national legislation was more deeply inter- 
esting to the people of the United States, or served more 
admirably to show the firmness, patriotism, and regafd 
to the constitution, by General Jackson, than the bill 
•w^ch originated in the house of -Treprcsentative^r"Mid 
passed that house, and also the senate, for authorizing a 
subscription of the stock of the Maysville and Washing- 
ton Turnpike Road Company, in Kentucky. This bill 
was returned to the house from which it originated, with 
the objections of the president^ detailed at length, agamst 

Bri.itiitifiniiJit.y nf tKp-liill, anH thp. injiirinns tftndeucy of itsn 
practical oporatione, and tkey xKcelVetl a COrOiai ? iW|u A- 

GSCBnr.Pi from a large majority of the American people. 

On the reconsideration of the bill, by the house, several 
distinguished members ably defended this official act of 
the president. We have room only for an extract from 
a speech of Mr. P. P. Barbour, on that occasion. ' 

** Mr. Speaker, I feel impelled, by an imperative sense 
of justice, to say something in vindication and justifica- 
tion of th^ chief magistrate of the union, against, the 
strong finimadversidns in which gentlemen have indul- 
ged towards him, because he has dared to do his duty.^ 
If, in doing this, I shall use the langr^age of commenda- 
tion^ let no man suppose that it is in the spirit of personal 
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adoraiion* I never liaTe been* and traet in GcmI I never 
shall be» a worshipper of men. I never have felt the m- 
fluence of a single ray of executive pateonage. . 

** But when a public functionary, at a period of great 
political excitement, like the present, has advanced with 
a firm and fearless step,- to the discharge of his public 
duty, ar the president in this case has doi^, 'uncaring 
consequences,' as they regarded himself, — ^when, by this 
manly and independent course, he has contributed essen- 
tially to promote the happiness, the prosperity, and the 
best interests of a mighty community of states — ^whilst I 
will do no homage to the man, I must, I will do justice 
to the rare and distinguished merit of the officer ; and if 
this cannot be done, without ascribing to him even the 
highest degree of praise^ then that praise is a tribute justly 
due to him,, and which I most cheerfully pay, 

" But let us inquire, what has the president done which 
calls forth this k>ud complaint? Why, forsooth, he has 
dared to put his veto upon a bill, passed by both houses of 
congiess, a^d has returned it with his objections. And 
has it cmn<^ ta^^^M^u thut it i« #»fiv««» ^^^ iM**»ploi»f; tJua *h» 
chief executive magistrate, constitutinfir* as he does, a co* 
mUiiia re bjrancji oi ine legisdotar^ has -rcnc^rcd to perform 
his constitutional function, in dissenting from a law, which, 
in his judgment, would be ruinous in its consequeiices. 
Was it in the contemplation of those who framed the con- 
stitution, that the presid^t shoald be set up as a mere 
pagesftit, with powers possessed in theory, but never to be 
reduced to practice; or was it intended that this veto upon 
legislation, like every other power^ should be exercised, 
wh4|usoever the occasion should occ«rr to make it neces- 
sary ? Do not gentlemen perceive that they might, with 
as much reason, complain, that the senate had negatived 
one of our bills X for they, too, are only a co-ordinate branch 
of the legislature, as is the executive magistrate. 
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** Sir, eacli departmejit, and erdry branch of each de* 
partmeniof'tfae government, has its appropriate functions 
assigned. The country expects and requires every one 
to do his duty, whether it consists of one man or a plu- 
rality of men» And whosoever shall Ml to do so, though 
he may hope to consult his own safety, by an avoidance 
of responsibility, will find that he has forfeited the es- 
teem and confidence which are inevitably awarded by 
public opinion, to firmness and fidelity in the perform- 
ance of public trusts. The constitution proceeds upon 
the idea that' congress, composed of the senate and. house 
of representatives, is not infallible. It has, therefore, 
erected the additional barrier of the executive veto, against 
hasty or injudicious action. It contemplates ^lat veto as 
countervailing the opinion of one third of both houses, 
becatise its interposition makes the concurrence of two 
thirds of both houses necessary. To complain, then, of 
its exercise, is to quarrel with the form of gov«rnm«it 
under which we live.- It is the precise reverse of a com- 
plaint which we have often heard of in a European mo* 
narchy. There the king complained whenever the par- 
liament refused to register his ^cts* Her^ the congress 
are to complain, whenever the chief magistrate declines 
to register their wiH. 

** I rejoice,, sir, that he has so declined^ I cengratu^ 
late my country, that, in this instance, the chief magis- 
trate has displayed as much of moral, as he hereto&re 
did of physical coura^, — as much dedsion and energy^ 
in the cabinet, as he heretofore did in the field ; by which 
he will, in some degree at- least, arrest the progress of a 
systemr which, in its unrestrained career, threatens to 
produc^e more mischief than any masi, either in or out of 
congress, can pretend even to estimate. 

** Mr. Speaker,, I heard with surprise, nay, with asto- 
nishment, the bitter^, the aorimonioot, and I must add, the 



300 BXOaKAPHT ov 

unjustifiable inTeetivet wltkh the member from Ohio pour- 
ed foitli» in a torrent, against the chief magistrate upon 
thif occasion. The main purpose of the gentleman seem- 
ed to be, to inculcate the opinion that the rejection of the 
bill in question was with a view to acquiring popularity. 
What, sir, an attempt at popularity ! Look for a moment 
at the circumstances of the case, and then tell me if this 
opinion can be sustained. 

** The bill was not only carried by a majority, as it 
must have been, but by a decisive majority o/ both houses 
<^ congress. Can any man suppose that a president, who 
set out on an adventure in quest of popularity, would 
make his first experiment against a question, which, by 
passing both houses of congress, seemed to carry with it 
the approbation of the states and the people of the stat^! 
On the contrary, if he were going for himself, rather 
than for his country, would he not, by approving the bill, 
have just floated down the current of apparent public 
opinion, without encountering the least impediment in his 
course? Instead of this, sir, what has he done^ Regard- 
mg his country more than himself— looking, with an eye 
that nener winked, to the public good, and not his personal 
aggrandizement — ^he has withholdcn his approval from this 
bill, which was a favorite bantling with a majority of con- 
gress ; he has thus placed himself in a position where he 
has to win his way to public approbation, in this respect, 
under adverse circumstances, as the mariner who has to 
row up stream against wind and tide. And this is said to 
be seeking after popularity! Credat Judteus Apella. 
Sir, It 18 any thing but seeking after popularity, in the 
obno^ous aenae ia which that expression has been appli- 
mvlr?: ^""^ ^ ^ ^^^ "^y thing of the character of 

S SnC'^r' "": "T^^ "' political integrity 

"™«»es« Will constitute a clann to their esteem,— if 

leas and self-denial be any evidence of virtue 
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in public men, — then, indeed, withont seeking, will he 
have found popularity, — ^not of that mushroom kind \^hich 
is acquired without merit, and lost without a &ult, ^ut 
that more noble kind which is always bestowed by aU 
good men, as the just reward of yiituous actions, and is 
always withholden from those who, without jdeservrng it, 
endeavor to acquire it.'' . 

On the assembling of congress m December, /SSO; 
General Jackson presented his second message to the 
lepresentatives of the nation. It was a production which 
admirably sustained the high reputation of its immediate 
predecessor, before presented ,to the reader* It elicited 
general commendatioa from political supporters and op- 
ponents. In the language of another, *' it abounds with 
important suggestions — some of them new-^^all of them 
interesting— ^nd most of them admirably adapted to the 
interests and institutions of our country. It presents a 
most pleasing and brilliant sketch of our foreign rela- 
tions. Its views of the Indian question, are^ like those 
of the former message, just and powerful in their ccm* 
ceptioB ; beautiful and eloquent in their expression. He 
has. explained, and expanded the principles of the veto 
message— 4ds views -of the tariff are similar to those he 
has previously expressed — asserting the ccmstitutionality 
of the measure, and recommending its review, modifica* 
ticmt and the most practicable equalization of its burthens. 
He objects to the present bank of the United States, and 
explains the prini^iples of the institution, to which he al« 
luded in his former message. There are just and elo* 
quent eulogimns interspersed through the message, both 
upon the rights of the states, and the value of the unicm.'^ 

It was before the close of this congressional session, that 

the controversy between General Jackson and M^. Cal^ 

houn,. vice president of the United States, took plsce, which 

brought orA on the part of the latter, a voluminous cor^res- 
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pondence between the parties, interested in the subject mat* 
ter of dispute. 

.** It was a matter of general wonder, that a man pos- 
sessing Mr. Calhoun's tact imd prudence, should have 
brought a subject of the nature of this correspondence 
before the public. The only point in the discussion, ex- 
cept such as Mr. Calhoun had himself created, was alto- 
gether personal. ^ By his private letters, and by those of 
Mr. Monroe, by his whole public conduct, and by pub- 
lications in the newspapers, Gteneral Jackson had been 
led to believe, that Mr. Calhoun had been uniformly his 
friend, in the cabinet of Mr. Monroe as well as out of it, 
vindicating all his conduct in the Seminole campaign. 
Under this impression, he had given Mr. Calhoun his 
warmest friendship and firmest confidence ; compelled, at 
length, by facts and circumstances, to doubt the sincerity 
of his supposed ancient friend, he determined to know 
the truth ; with this view, he obtained, in an authentic 
shape, the charges which had been made of Mr. Cal- 
houn's course in the cabinet, so dififerent from what he 
had supposed, submitted them directly to the person im- 
plicated, and asked, whether they were true ? Mr. Cal- 
houn admitted their truth. General Jackson expressed 
his surprise at the admission, and said thut Mr. Calhoun 
had pursued a course of duplicity towards him. The 
latter declared the charge of duplicity to^be unfounded. 
With this issue the correspondence closed. What was 
there in this which required an appeal to the public ? It 
was a mere private tiifTerence. It concerned only the 
bearing of the two gentlemen towards each other." 

But the matter has been brought before the world, and 
is, therefore, entitled to notice, which wiH be given as 
briefly as the subject will admit. 

" Sometime in the year 1826, General Jackson was 
^mished by a member of congress, with a statement 
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signed by Dr. Wallace . of Fredericksburg, Virginia, in 
which Mr. Southard, the secretary of the navy, waa re- 
present^ ELS having remarked in that place, that General 
Jackson deserved no credit for the defence of New Or- 
leans — ^that he had left the army without orders, and was 
returning home, when he was met by a positive order 
from Mr. Monroe, theii secretary of war, to return forth- 
with to his command-^hat it was owing to his order, 
and the active preparations made by Mr. Monroe, for the 
security of that portion *of the country, that General Jack- 
son was able to make the defence he did ; and therefore, 
that the merit of that defence was due to Mr. Monroe, 
and not to General Jackson. These remarks were so 
injurious to the character of the general, and unfounded 
in fact, that he felt himself bound to submit them to Mr. 
Southard, and if they had not been erroneously stated, 
to inquire respectfully on what authority he had' taken 
the liberty to make them. The secretary replied in a 
very long, labored, and diplomatic letter, admitting sub- 
stantially the statement ctf Dr. Wallace, and appealing to 
what he called the history of the times, written, printed^ 
and verbal, as his authority for making it. The general 
having never left the army commanded by him at New 
Orleans, or slept out of his camp when he had one, gave 
Mr. Southard such an answer as he thought truth and 
justice warranted : it exposed him, however, to the bitter- 
est assaults from his political opponents, and in connexion 
with the conduction of the Seminole war, became the 
text of denunciations against him, as having violated his 
order? and the constitution of his country in both cam- 
paigns. A confidential letter written to Mr. Monroe, had 
also a place in the subsequent array of authority, written, 
printed, and verbal, against him. 

" Under these circuinstances, the presses still violent 
Ugainst him. General Jackson was toasted at the celebra- 
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tion of the 8th Jannary, IdST, by the republicans in the 
city of Washington. His friend, Judge White of the 
senate, being present^ rose, and with the expression of his 
thanks to the meeting, added a few remarks upon the 
chartfGter and services of the general as a response to the 
favorable notice which had been taken of them. These 
remarks gave ofience to Mr. Monroe, as was manifested 
by the correspondence on the sulject which -he originated 
with Judge White ; of which General Jackson was ad- 
vised. The expression was also public and common soon 
after, that Mr. Monroe was in the composition of a book, 
the tendency of which would confirm the prejudices so 
industriously ciMilated against General Jackson at that 
time for political purposes.^' 

* '* About this period, a member of congress enclosed to 
General Jackson a copy of a letter, purporting to be from 
Mr. Monroe to Mr. Calhoun (confidential,) the object, of 
which was to induce Mr. Calhoun to enter into a friendly 
correspondence with the general, and draw from him an 
acknowledgment that in his operations in Florida, he 
had transc^ided his orders. This letter declared at the 
same time, that the general maintained that he had not 
transcended his orders, and that there was nothing on re* 
cord in the department to shew that he had. It also ad- 
verted to a confidential letter which he, Mr. Monroe, pro- 
posed to address General Jackson on the subject, and 
which Mr. Calhoun was authorized to forvrard if he ap- 
proved it—- this was received. 

** The member of congress, who enclosed to Greneral 
Jackson ttie copy of this letter from Mr. Monroe to Mr. 
Calhoun, at the same time informed him that he under- 
stood it was done with the consent of Mr. Calhoun ; and 
that the original would be placed in his hands by the 
same person who had handed him the co|^. General 
Jackson afterwards r«ceived the original from the hands 
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of a friead as he had alwaysr understood of Mr. Calhoun^ 
as advised in the. letter of the member of congress. 

" Greneral Jackson having always understood Mr. Cal- 
houn to have been his supporter, throughout the proceed- 
ings of the Seminole war, and . believing him a high 
minded and honorable- man, naturally inferred that this 
disclosure of Mr. Monroe's feelings was made as an act 
of justice, and ii^ended to guard him against the effects 
of the book, which Mr, Monroe was about writing. As 
there never had. been an intimation from^the president or 
hunself until the campaign was ended» that the general 
had transcended his orders^ it seemed to General Jackson 
perfectly consistent with the claims of friendship, and 
honor, that Mr. Calhoun in 1827, finding that new views 
had been taken of the Seminole war, and that the &iir 
interpretation of his orders were about to be grossly 
evaded, felt himself at liberty to defeat the object of those 
who were thus employed, by exposing the letter which 
has been referred to J' "^ 

*^ Some short time aAer the original letter just spoken of, 

was handed to the General in- 1827, he received a letter 

from Mr. Calhoun, stating that he had been informed that 

a confidential letter from Mr. Monroe to him, . had been 

^ placed in his hands, and desiring to know if such were 

the fact, through what channel it had been received ; well 

assured that no person near him could have given this 

information to Mr. Calhoun. General Jackson replied 

to him, that such a letter was in his possession — ^that 

first a copy, and afterwards an original, as has been 

stated, was placed in his hands^ with the declaration 

that it was doile with the consent of Mr. Calhoun ; 

and, that if he would inquire of those who informed him 

that such A letter was in his hands, they could give 

him more informatiQiv than he knew, of the channel in 

which it came* Mr. Calhoun requested a return of the 

31* 
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letter, den3ri)^g that he had any knowlec^e of the inaa* 
Her by which it got out of hit possession, and pTotest* 
iag that it would have been dishonorable in hira to hare 
violated the eonfidenee, reposed by Mr. Monroe. The 
ongiiMd letter was forthwith returned to him. The ge- 
neral knew not how the letter was obtained from Mr. 
Calhoun, unless the statement of the member of congress 
accounts for it, whose situation was not such as to make it 
probal^e that he could hare had any other agency in the 
affiiir, than that of a mere receiver. This statement was 
besides strongly confirmed by the &ct that the gentlanan 
who handed the original was well known as the friend 
ci Mr. Calhoun* aiid possessed too much character for 
justice and honor, to be suspected of resorting to improper 
means to obtain it, or even under any ckcumstances to 
use it, nfldiout having reasons to believe that Mr. Cal- 
houn himself had authorized such use.*^ 

^* It waa the controversy with Mr. Southard, and the 
subsequent correspondence between Mr. Monroe and 
Judge White, connected with the intimations contained 
in the comments of the presses inimicaRo General Jack- 
•son, that his confidential letter to Mr. Monroe, in relation 
to the Seminole war, would be published, that suggested 
to the firiends of General Jackson, the propriety of ascer* 
taining what jiad occurred, on the latter subject, in Mr. 
Monroe's cabinet. This suggestion could not have been 
dictated by hostility to Mr. Calhoun, because none of 
Gtoeral Jackson's confidential friends had ever entertain- 
ed a doubt of the part he acted. The ininds of all were 
fiirmly impressed with the belief that he- had been the ad- 
vocate and friend of the General throughout. But it was 
otherwise with Mr. Crawford, who was almost as gene- 
rally believed to have taken the oj^osite course, notwith- 
standing Mr. Monroe's declaration, that no movement 
had been nrnde in cabinet council to arrest or punish 
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Oeoeieal Jackson for a violation of orders. For tbe pur^ 
pose of ascertaimng tliere£:>re9 the justiee of the imputa- 
tions or the charges made a^inst Mr. Crawford on 
this subject, was the enquiry- made of him, which being 
answered, was submitted to Mr. Calhoun, and produced 
the correspondence between him and General Jackson, 
and which was by the former made public." 

*' General Jackson h|id no wish to excite public feeling, 
or produce political effect through it, and did not, there- 
fore, desire that publicity should be given to it. But he 
felt it due, both to Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Crawford, and 
also to himself, that an explanation should take place, and 
the difficulties arising from conflicting statements become 
thoroughly understood. Greneral Jackson and Mr. Craw- 
ford. had been alienated in friendship before the Seminole 
war. Mr, Crawford had predicated an article in an In- 
dian treaty, and made grants to the Indiansv upon the sup- 
position that they had been despoiled of their property by 
the army commanded by General Jackson. No such in- 
justice had been committed, and General Jackson resent- 
ed the wrong dane to himself and the army by a treaty 
implicating their character^ without^ as he thought, sufr 
ficient care being taken to obtain proof of the real state 
of the facts. When the Seminole question arose. General 
Jackson was the more readily induced to attribute the 
attacks made upon him to Mr. Crawford, because of his 
previous difference. Notwithstanding this, the wife of 
General Jackson had still maintained an intercourse of ^ 
kindness -with the &mily of Mr. Crawford, and af^er the 
election of 1835^ in the house of representatives, for presi- 
dent, had taken place, and while Mr. Crawford was pros- 
trated by disease, General Jackson was prevailed upon 
to pay a visit to him, as an earnest that he was willing 
to forget the dissensions which had produced enmity be- 
tween them. There was, however* no explanations or 
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conversations wiUi regard to the causes, which had sepa* 
rated 4hem. The meeting was in the presence of a num- 
ber of frie&dsy and marked, on the part of Mr. Crawford, 
by the deepest sensibility. 

By a recent letter, received by Greneral Jackson from 
Mr. Crawford, a state of facts was presented, going to 
show on the one hand, that the General had long con- 
demned in his heart, an innocent man for the efibrts made 
to destroy his character as a patriot, and tarnish his lau- 
rels as a soldier. On the other hand, one^ whom he sup- 
posed always to have been his friend, and his most zealous 
vindicator in this particular instance, stood charged with 
having been the man who impeached him in the cabinet 
for a violation •of orders. If this were the true state of 
things, the General felt that he owed to his own -and the 
feelings of Mr. Crawford, reparation for having wronged 
him in his opinions, and felt bound also to reject irom his 
mind any conclusion as to the conduct of his long pro- 
fessed friend, Mr. Calhoun, until he had an opportunity 
for explanation. For these reasons the letter of Mr. 
Crawford was submitted to him by General Jackson. In 
his letter accoippanying that submission, he says : ^^ The 
submission you perceive is authorized by the writer. 
Thj9 statements and facts it presents being so different 
from what I had heretofore understood to be correct, re- 
quires that it should be brought to your consideration. 
They are different from your letter to Governor Bibb, of 
Alabama) of 13th May, 1818, where you state, * General 
Jackson is vested with, full power to conduct the war in 
the manner he may judge best,' and different too, from 
your letters to me at that tkne, which breathe throughout 
a spirit of approbation and friendship, and particularly 
the one in which you say, * I have the honor to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 90th ultimo, to ac- 
auaiat you with the ^itire approbation of the president of 
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ttU tke measures you have adopted tp termanate the rupture 
with the Indians.' My object in making this communi* 
cation, is to announce to 3rou the. great surprise which I 
felty and to learn of you whether it be possible that the 
information given is correct; whether it can be, imder 
all the circumstances of which you and I are both in-* 
formed, that any attempt seriously to afiect me was moved 
and sustained by you in the cabinet council, when, as is 
knownto you, I was but executing the wishes of the go* 
vernmemt, and clothed with the authorijty to * conduct the 
war in the manner I might judge best,' " 

The^ reply of Mr. Calhoun to General Jackson's letter 
was not the frank yea or nay which was all that -was re* 
quired. He commenced an answer of great length, by 
denying his responsibility to G^ieral Jackson for what 
passed in Mr. Monroe's cabinet. This was entirely un- 
called for ; the president, nor any one else, ^^^g claim- 
ed such responsibility on the part of Mr. Calhoun, He 
also stated that it was not his intention to offer any apo- 
logies or excuses for his conduct. Greneral Jackson re- 
quired tio apologies or excuses. He only asked what 
that conduct was ? 

Mr. Calhoun then affected not to understand the presi- 
dent, but supposed he meant that they did not put -the 
same construction upon his orders in the Seminole cam- 
paign, and that he had been guilty of some duplicity in 
that resp^.ct. The president's letter was a direct inquiry 
of Mr. Calhoun, whether his course had been hostile to 
him in Mr. Monroe's cabinet, as was represented. He 
did not ask how Mr. Calhoun understood his orders, or 
whether they understood them alike. He only desired 
to know, whether he had been stcretly hostile, whii§ pro* 
feuedly and publicly his friend. But Mr. Calhoun, in- 
stead of answering directly, led off into a long discus- 
sion about the orders and. the manner in which they were 
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^inderstood, points, which were not at all involved in th^ 
inquiry to which he was replying* 

The disappointment of General Jackson in not receiv* 
ing a direct reply to the inquiry made in his letter, is 
evinced in the following extract from his reply to the 
answer of Mr. Calhoun : ** I regret to find that you have 
entirely mistaken my note of the 13th instant. There is 
no part of it which calls in question either your conduct 
or your motives in the case alluded to. Motives are to 
he inferred from actions, and judged of by our God. It 
had been intimated to me many years ago, that it was 
you and not Mr. Crawford, who had been secretly en- 
deavoring to destroy my reputation* These insinuations 
I indignantly repelled, upon the ground that you, in all 
of your letters to me, professed to be my personal friend, 
and approved entirely of my conduct in the Seminole 
campaign, xl had too exalted an opinion of your honor 
and frankness, to believe for one moment that you could 
be capable of such deception. Under the influence of 
these friendly feelings, (which I always entertained for 
you) when I was presented with a copy of Mr. Craw- 
ford's letter, with that frankness which ever has, and I 
hope ever will characterize my conduct, I considered it 
^b^ to you and to the friendly relations which had always 
existed between us, to lay it forthwith before you, and 
ask if the statements contained in that letter could be true) 
I repeat, I had a right to believe that you were my sin- 
cere friend, and until now, never expected to have occa- 
sion to say of you in the language of Caesar, Et tu Brute f 
The evidence which brought me to this conclusion is 
abundantly contained in your letter now before me. In 
your and Mr. Crawford's dispute, I have no interest 
whatever ; but it may become necessary for me hereaftir 
when I shall have more leisure, and the documents at 
hand, to place the subject in its proper light, to notice tho 
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historical facts and references in your communication, 
which will give a very difierent view «f the suhjeet. It 
is due to myself, however, to state that the knowledge of 
the executive documents and orders in my possession 
will show conclusively, that I had authority for all I did, 
and that your explanation of my powers as declared tQ 
Governor Bibh, shows your own undersfanding of them. 
Yoixr letter to me of the 29th, handed to-day, and now 
before me, is the first intimation to me that you ever en- 
tertained any other opinion or view of them. Your con- 
duct, words, actions, and letters, I have ever thought 
show this. 'Understanding you now, no further commu- 
nication on this subject is necessary." 

After much unnecessary verbosity and circumlocution, 
Mr. Calhoun at length admitted that Mr. Crawford's 
statement was substantially true ! . He said to the presi- 
dent, " / was of the impression that you had exceeded . 
ffpur orders- — / came to the meeting of the cabinet under 
the impression that the v,svM course ought to be pursued in 
this case^ which I sv/pported by presenting fully and freely 
all the arguments that occurred to me." 

Here the charge, so far as General Jackson was con^ 
earned, was admitted to be true. No room for controver-. 
sy was left, except in relation to Mr. Calhoun's conduct 
towards General Jackson. Tte general says to him, 
" in all your letters to me, you professed to be my perso- 
nal friend^ and approved entirely my couduct in rdation 
to the Seminole campaign." 

But this correspondence convinced the General of the 
aggravated nature of the deception that had been prac- 
tised upon him, and in his last communication to Mr. 
Calhoun, after repeating, that he had always met the in- 
timations of Mr. Calhoun's having made injurious move- 
ments before the cabinet, in secret council against him, 
with flat and positive denial — after stating that he had 
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rebuild every insinuatioi^ a^inst Mr. Calhoun for hav« 
ing thus conducted, by bi'mging into view his uniform 
and full approval of the conduction of the Seminole cam* 
paign — after stating that the high character that Mr. 
Calhoun had sustained for fair, open, and honorable con- 
duct in all things, was entirely opposed to the secret, un* 
candid, and unmanly 'course ascribed to him, and that he 
had ever banished from his mind what he conceived to be 
unjust imputations upon that gentleman's honor, by as- 
cribing duplicity to him, until he had learned the import 
of the written statement of Mr. Crawford, and had re- 
quested to se6 it with the object of laying it before Mr. 
Calhoun, supposing it would meet his prompt and posi- 
tive negative, he concluded as follows : " But I regret 
that instead of a negative, which I had a right to expect, 
I had the poignant mortification to see in your letter an 
admission of its truth, tlnderstanding the matter now, I 
feel no interest in this altercation, and leave you and Mr. 
Crawford, and all concerned, to settle the aifair in your 
own way, and now olose this correspondence for ever." 

• A defence of General Jackson's measures in the Semi- 
nole campaign, has before been given to the reader : 
nothing further on that subject will therefore be necessa- 
ry. This correspondence resulted to the benefit of no 
one except General Jackson, he learned from it, that the 
man whom he had ever supposed to be his firm friend 
and defender from the assaults of his enemies, was his 
secret and inveterate foe ; and on the other, hand, the in- 
dividual who he had been led to believe was his enemy, 
who in secret had endeavored to blight his reputation as 
a soldier and a patriot, was innocent of the imputatimis 
which reflected upon his ingenuousness and honor. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Disseluivmof the cahinet-^LeUer ef reugnoMon from the 
secrtiitry of $tate — General Jackson^s^ reply — Causes 
which led to the dissolution — It^ effecis—^ReorganizO' 
tion of the cabinet — Meeting of the 22d congres 
Presidents message — Remarks upon it — Rejection 
'the senate of Mr, Vcm Buren/s nominatioTk— Motives 
that hd to it — Bill for re-chdrtering ^ United Stats^ 
bank, passes both houses of congress-^-Is presented to the 
president — He returns it with his veto-^Veto message-^ 
Its effects — His hon^r and character — Anecdotes — Con- 
. elusion. 

An interesting etisis'was now, approaching in the cabi- 
net, which Greneral Jackson had selected to aid him in the 
discharge of the arduous duties of goyeninient» This 
waa^ its dissolution. The causes which led to this result, 
were clearly and conitisely devek>ped.in the letter of Mr« 
Martin ¥an Buien, secretary of state, tendering his xesig- 
nution to the president.- The subsequent detail of Major 
Saton entered more minutely into the porticttlars, and 
gave a clear, cons^ent, and satisfactory Telfttion of the 
primary, and othercauses, which produced the dissohition. 

The following is the lettei^of Mr. Van Buren tendering 

bis resignation <5f the department of state; m which the 

Iftounds for taking the atep, are ftdly and disdnetly stated. 

^ W^bshington, April llthf ISBl. 

** Dear Sir^^ fisell it to be my ds^io itctixe&om tke 
.32 
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office to which your confidence and partiality called me* 
The delicacy of this step, under the circumBtances in 
which it is taken, will, I trust, be deemed an ample 
apology for stating more at large, than mig^t otherwise 
have been necessary, the reasons by which I ani influ- 
enced. 

" From the moment of taking my seat in your cabinet, 
it has been my ankious wish and zealous endeavor io pre- 
rent a premature agitation of fte question of your succes- 
sor ; ' and, at all events, to discountenance, and if possible 
repress the disposition, at an early day manifested, to con«> 
nect my name with that disturbing' topic. Of the since- 
rity and the constancy of this dispositioir, no one has had 
a better opportunity to jwAge than yourself. It has, hoV- 
^e^er, been unavailing. Circumstances, not of my crea- 
tion, and altogether beyond my control, have given to this 
subject a turn which cannot now be remedied, except by 
a self-disfranchisemaefWt; which, even ilf dictated by my in- 
dividual wishes, could hardly he reconcilable with pro<* 
priety 41 self-respect.* 

'•Concerning the injurious effects which the, circum- 
stance of a mem^MiV of the cabinet '3 occupying Ihe rela- 
tion towards the country to ^ which I have '^verted, is 
calculated to have upon the conduct of public aflairs, there 
canoit, I think, at ihis^lme, be, room fof two opinions. 
Iff^rsities of ulterior .prefer^Eioe amoE(g> the irilnds of 
an administration are unavoidable ; and even if the res- 
fective . advocates -of those thus |»}actd<in riv^sl^ be 
patriotic en^lcgh to resist the temptation of creating obista- 
cles to tluT advancement of him to whose elevation they 
are opposed, by embarrassiii^ the branoJi of public service 
committed to his charge, they^alll^, nevertheless, by th«r 
position, ejcpoaed to the su^picion^ of aot^rtaining and en- 
couraiging such vie^ios : a sui^lcion which can seldom Ml 
in the end, to aggravate into pie)|ent ^nalion and hoe- 
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tility the prospectiye difierences which first gave rise to 
it. Thus, under the least unfarora^ie consequences, in- 
diyidual injustice is suffered, and the administration em* 
barrassed and weakened. Whatever may have been the 
course of things under the peculiar circumstances of the 
earlier stage of the republic, my experience has fully 
satisfied me that, at this day, when the field of selection 
ha9 become so extended, the circumstaiftce referred to, by 
augmenting the motives afxfd sources of opposition to the 
measures of the executive, must unavoidably prove the 
cause of injury to {he public service, for a counterpoise 
to which we may^ in vain look to the peculiar quaHfica* 
tions of any individual ; and even Jf I^ should in this be 
mistaken, i^ill I cannot so far deceive myself a$ to believe 
for a moment that T am included in the' exceptions. 

« These obstructions to the successful* prosecution of 
public aflairs, when superadded to that opposition which 
is inseparable from ou^free institiKJons, and which every 
administtatioh mist expect, present a mass to which the 
operations of the government should at no tune be volun- 
tarily exposed : — ^themore especially should thisjbe avoid- 
ed al so eventful a period in the afifairs of the world,^when 
our touBtrf may • particularly need the utmost harmongr 
in hfiT councils. 

- •* Such beingfmy impressions. Hie path df, duty is fllkin : 
and I not only submit- with cheerfulness to whatever per- 
sonal sacrifices may be involved in the surrender pf the 
statibn I occupy ; but 1 make it my ambition to' set an 
example which, shefuld it in the progress of* the govern- 
ment be tideemed,^ notwithstanding the humility of its 
origin, worthy of respect ah4 observance, cannot, I think, 
&il to prove essentially a^d^ermanently beneficial. 

** Ailbw me, Sii$; to present one more view of die sub- 
ject : — You have consented to stand before your constitu.^ 
ents for rf-election; Of^keir decision, resting as it dbes 
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iipoii tk» itnboaglH tuffirages ^ a firee,viMUBeroiu, m&d 
widaly extanded peo{de» U becomes no loaii to speak with 
certainty. Judging, hctvreYet^ from the paat» and making 
a reasonable, allowance for the ftiir exercise ef the intel- 
ligence and public ^pirit of your fellow citizens^ I cannot 
hesitate in adopting the belief^ that the eonfidencOt as w«tt^ 
in your capacity lor civil duties as in your civie virtaes, 
already so spontaneously and strikingly disj^ayed, will 
be manifested with increased energy, now, that. all candid 
observers must admit their utmost expectatkois to have 
been more than realized. 

*^ If this promise^ so aus|>i^ious lo the best interests (rf 
our comition country, be fuliilled« the concluding term of 
your administration wUl, in the absence of any prominent 
cause of discord among its supporters, afibrd a most hi- 
Torable opportunity for the full aecoinplishment of those 
important public objects, in. the prosecution of which I 
have witnessed on y^ur part such steady vigilance and 
untiring devotion. To the jm&vorable influenee^ which 
my continuance in your cabinet, under existing, circum* 
stances, may exercise upon this flattering prospect^ I catt* 
not, Sir, without a total disregard of the lights of expert* 
ance, and without shutting my eyes to the obvious ten- 
dency of things for the future, be insensible. Having, 
moreover, fromt-a (^^eep conviction of its. importance to the 
country, been among the mo«t urgent pf your advisers 
to yield yourself to the obvious wishes of the people, and 
knowiitg the sacrifice of personal* feeling which was u> 
volved in your acquiescence, I cannot reconcile it to my- 
scdf to be in any degree the cause of embarrassment to 
you during the period which/ as it certainly will be <tf 
deep interest to your- country, 'is moreover destined to 
bring to its close* your patriotic, tcnbome and eventful 
public life. ' 

From these oonsiderati(ms« I feel It to 'ke doubly my 
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duly to resigii a pK>st, the retention e£ which is so ealea*' 
Itttodto aittsaet assaults upoa your^idmiaistratioD, to which 
ihere might otherwise be no inducei|ient>^>-a88aiilt8 of 
which, whaterer be their aim, the most important as well 
as most injuKoos efifect is, upon those public interests, 
whioh deserre and should command, .the support of all 
^|ood ekizens* This duty,. I should have discharged at 
an eaiUiff period, but ft>r considerations, partly of a pub* 
iic^ l^trtly of a personal nature, connected with ciicum* 
stances which were calculated to expose its perlarmanee 
then to misconstruction and misrepresentation. 

^* Having explained the motives^ which govern me in 
thus severingt and with seeming abruptness, the official 
ties by which we have been associated, there rems^ns ^t 
one duty for me' to perform. It is to make my profound 
and sincere '^acknowledgm^s fbr that steady support 
and cheering confidence which, in the discharge of my 
public duties, I have, und^all circumstances, received at 
yoar hands; as well as Hot the personal kindness at all 
times extended to me. 

^ Rest assured,^ Sir, that the success of your adminis* 
tiratsm, and the happiness of your private life will ever 
conistitute oljjeets of the deepest solicitude with 
Your sineere iricHod and obedient servant, 

M, Van BunsK. 

The Frendent:' . 

To which letter, tbe^ President made the following 

reply: 

'^ WMhingtm^ Af Til VUK l^l. 
^« Dear S^r, — Your letter resigning the office of secre- 
tary of state was r,eceived last evening. I could indeed 
wii^ that no circumstance had arisen to interrupt th^ re<* 
lationa which have, for two. years, subsisted between us^ 
and Umt they might have continued through the period 
dttrusig' which it may be my lot td remain charged with 
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the duties which the partiality of my ^sooiUrymeii hais 
imposed upon me. But the Teasons you piese&t are so 
strong thatf with a proper regard lor them, I cannot ask 
you, on my own account, to remain in the cabinet. 

<^ I am aware of the difficulties you have had to coib- 
tend with, and of the benefits which hare resulted to the 
affairs of your country, firom your continued zeal in the 
arduous tasks, to which you have been sid^jected. . To say 
that I deeply regret to lose you, is but^ feebly to express 
my feelings on the occasion^ 

" When called by my country to the station which I 
occupy, it wa^ not without a deep sense of its arduous 
responsibilities, and a strong distrust of myself, thdt I 
obeyed the call ; but, cheered by the consciousness that 
no other motive actuated me, than a desire to guard her 
interests, and to .place her upon the firm -ground of those 
great principles whicht by the wisest and purest of our 
patriots, have been deemed essential to her prosperity, I- 
ventured upon the trust assigned me. I did: this in the 
confident hope of finding the support of adyisers, able 
and true ; who, laying aside every thing but a desire to 
give new vigor to the vital princiides of our unicm,, would 
look with a single eye to the best means of. i^eeting this 
paramount object. In^u, this hope. has been realized to 
the utmost. In the most difficult and trying moments of 
my administration, I have always found you sincere, able 
and efficient — anxious at ail times to afibrd me every aid. 
If, however^ from circumstances in your judgment suffi* 
cient to make it necessary, the official ties subsisting be- 
twe^i us must be severed, I can ^ nly say that this^eces* 
sity is' deeply lami^ted by me. I part with you only be* 
cause }yu yourself have requested me to do so, and have 
sustained that request by reasons strong enough to c<Hnr 
mand my assent. I cannot, however, allow the sdpat^ 
tion to take place, without ezmressing the hope^ thatuhis 
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redrement from public af&lrs is bat tenqKNrary ; and that 
if, itt imy other statioB, the goverBment shoald have occa- 
sion for servicea, the Talue of which has been ao sensibly 
felt by me^ your consent will not be wanting. 

^ Of the state of things to which you adyert» I cannot 
but be fully aware. I look upon it with sorrow, and re- 
gret it the more, because one of its first effects is to dis- 
turb the harmony of my cabinet. It is, however, but an 
instance of ^ one of the evils ^ to which free goveinments 
must ever be liable. The only remedy for these evils, as 
they arise, lies in the intelligence and public spirit of our 
common constituents. They will correct diem — and in 
this th^e is abundant consolation. I cannot quit this 
subject without adding, thst with the best opportunities for 
observing and -judging, 1 have seen in you no other de- 
sire than to move quietly on in the path of your duties^ 
and to promote the harmoDious ceoduct of public a£Urs. 
If on this point you have had to encounter detraction^ it 
is but anotherproof of the utter insu^iency of innocence 
and worth to shield from such assaults. 

** Be assured that the interest you express in my hap- 
piness is most heartily reciprocated — that my most cordial 
feelings accompany you, and diat I am? very sincerely, 
your friend, • ANnnsw Jackson. 

Martin Van Burent - 

Secrtiary •/ Stated* 

The resignation of Messrs. Eaton, Branch, Ingham, 
and Berrien, immediately followed that of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren. The reasons which induced those gentlemen to re- 
ttgn their stations, were« varioudy stated by each ; t^^se 
however, given by the secretary of war, in connexion 
with those given by the secretary of wBtate, seem t0 be en- 
titled to the greatest weight, as faithful and cofjcsct expo- 
filjilions of the true nature of the £icts and circumstances 
con^^ted with the dissolution of tha cabinet. 
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From the expose of Major Ettoiit it appeared that hia 
own situation in the war departmeiit wvs nerer aoogte 
for hj hlnif but was bestowed upon- him by4he preaidenty 
who felt anxious when entering upon the. arduous duties 
to which he had been tilled, to haye near him some one 
of his long tried personal friends, in whotti he could coiii» 
fide with safety. 

Mr. Van Buren was appointed, because the president 
had confidence in hii) tnlents and integrity, and beeauae 
he appeared to be the expectation of the country. Mr. 
Ingham was selected for the reason that the president 
was induced to believe that the democracy of PemisylTa-* 
nia desired it. Mr. Barry, from a confidence reposed in 
him by the president, derived f^<»n a personal knowledge 
of his worth and meritSr Mr. Branch and Mr. Berriea 
were Selected as men whose talents^and capabilities would 
insure a faithful dischai^e of the duties appertaining to 
the respective stations to which they were called. AX 
the time the cabinet was organized, all its i^embers ap* 
parently harmonized, and were seemingly anxious to 
lend every assistance in their power S61 faddUating the 
administration of govemmeis^. But subsequent evoita 
proved conclusively, that such was not the relation in 
which the respective members of the cabinet stood to, 
each other ; nor were they all solicitous that Presideikt 
Jackson's administration should be such- a one^ as would 
promote the complitated and vital interests of this vast 
republic. ^ ' 

It appeared from the statements of Messrs. Berrien and 
Ingham, after making their resignations, that they came 
into the cabinet with hostile feelings towards Major Ea- 
ton ; thi& hostility increased ; covert attacks were made 
upon him, and the sanctuary of his domestic circle was 
rudely invaded. 

Time passed and slowly developed the aims of the 









i|»^ve membcars of Ab eabiiiet Subsequent event!* kave 
BWideired it cleariy aanifest, that the vice pr^ident, Mr, 
CalkHini. wasr well avmre thiit tike expiration of his pre- 
sent term ci office would complete the length of time, 
wlikh^ by a custom equivalent to a positive law, would 
^ preveitf him from beeoming^a successful caiididate for the 
offiee he now filled. He was ambitious and fond of power, 
and could ill brook the reflection that he was so soon to 
taka Itis cleave <rf the station he occupied, with no very 
flattering assurances that he should at a subsequent period 
be able to attain to one more exalted. He therefore re- 
solved fey one desperate stroke to attain the object of his 
ambitions views, by procofing his own elevation to the 
next presidency, or sink beyond the hope of recovery. 

With this e^jeet in view, the first preliminarjr and im- 
portant step to be taken, wae to prevent ii possible the re- 
Qomination of General Jackson to the presidency. To 
supply himii^lf tvith the necessary aid for producing" this 
important result, he attached Afessrs. Ingham, Branch, 
and Bef rien, of the <;abinet, and Mr. Duff Green, editor 
of the Washington Telegraph, to his fortunes. When 
the subject, thereiore, of a candidate for the next presi- 
^ncy, was agitated by the friends of General Jackson, 
the editor of the Telegraph manifested his hostility to 
that gentleman, atid his devotion to Mr. Calhoun. The 
same disposition was evinced in the cabinet by Messrs. 
Ingham, Branch, and Berrien, added to their hatred of 
Mr. Eaton. The correspondence between General Jack- 
son and Mr. Calhoun, removed froin the latter the mask 
of pretended friendship and regard, behind which he had 
sd long liidden his enmity and inimical designs— the ex- 
plosion of the cabinet soon followed — it resolved itself 
back to its original elements, but its firm zni patriotic 
head stood •< unhurt amid the wreck of matter," and .no- 
bly triumphed over the machinations of bis enemies. 



S68 BIOe&APHT OF 

The diMolutioii of the celniiet ^was prodactire oi no 
prejudice to Ctenefal Jaokson ; it did not injure or em- 
barrass the operations of goyemment ; an angry fermei^- 
ation only, was for a time f^oduced amongst a portion of 
its dissolving elements ; when every thing • connected 
with the peace and harmony of the administration assumed 
its accustomed aspect, and its vigorous and politic mea- 
sures were prosecuted with the same zeal and fidelity 
that characterized the operations of its energetic head^ 
previous to the dissolution* 

General Jackson re-organized his cabinet by appoint- 
ing Edward Livingston, of Louisiana, secretary of state; 
Levi Woodbury, of New Hampshire, secretary of the 
navy; Louis M^Lane, of D^aware, secretary of the 
treasury; and Louis Casa, of Ohio, secretary of war. 
Roger B. Taney, of Maryland, was appointed to the of- 
fice of attorney general. A more judicious and popular 
cabinet could not have been formed. JSaoh individual 
member was well known to the whole Union for eminent 
talents, sterling patriotism, business habits, and liberal 
devotion to the public good in every section of the United 
States. With it. General Jackson proceeded in .the ad- 
ministration of the general governm^t with renewed 
energy. 

The 22d congress of the United States- convened in 
December, 1831, when General Jackson presented to the 
representatives of the nation his annual message. It 
was an interesting and valuable document: an able wri- 
ter thus remarks upon it : 

** The condition of our country, as presented by this 
document, is a source of high and heart&lt gratifica- 
tion. We point to it with equal pride and pleasure. 
It challenges the admiration of every American citi- 
zen, and of free mind^ ^very where, who look to tbe 



iNBRBW JACKSOK. 383 

progress of ovu gOTernment as the great experiment of 
the people* 

" The long pending negotiations with England are ter- 
minated in the recovery erf a trade of the highest advan- 
tage to our merchants and agriculturists, and our present 
minister is charged with the adjustment of every question 
ofpossihie collision and difficulty. The claims of our citi- 
zens upon France have been acknowledged, and indemni- 
ty obtained. Our claims against Denmark and Sweden 
have been adjusted by siUis&ctory compensation on their 
part, and advantageous treaties of commerce renewed ; 
the negotiations for the adjuatiaent of our claims against 
Naples, have been opened under flattering auspices; 
commercial treaties with Aus^ia, the Hanseatic towns, 
and Prussia, have opened new and invaluable sources of 
trade to the enterprise of our countrymen, with the ex- 
tended countries of the north and south of Grermany ; d 
treaty &vorable in the highest degree, has been establish- 
ed with the Porte, and our ships, seamen, and pro- 
ducts, find their way to seas and^ countries, f^om which 
they have been hitherto excluded; our relations with 
Russia are placed, in alt respects, upon a footing with the 
jpaost favored nations ; precise instructions have been 
given to bring our unsettled differences with Spain and 
with the two Sicilies to a speedy issue, and in relation to 
the foimer, if at last it shall be of an unfriendly nature, 
the president will ask the determination of congress in a 
case * where negotiation for redress' of injury &ils.* 
Our commerce wi^ China and the East Indies is continu- 
ed with increased ^ilities ; whilst a frigate has been dis- 
patched to demand redress for an outrage committed in those' 
distant seas, on an American merchantman, at Sumatra ; 
a valuable trade has been opened with the interior pro* 
▼inees of Mexico, and the ratification of an advantJEigeous 
eemn^ercial treaty urged with vigor ; our treaty with the 
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republic of Central America luus been&itkfuHy observed, 
and promises an extended and beneficial commerce be- 
tween the t)9VK> comitries ; our negptiations witb Ck>lem- 
biA bftye been attended with success, in a considerable l^e- 
ductton of duty on flonr,.and a stipulation of indemnity 
for injuries received bf our merchants for illegal seizures. 
Efficient measures have been taken for the protection of 
our commerce and iisheriesJnthePacific Ocean, in re- 
feraice to the civil commotions in Chili and Pern; re- 
dress of injuries, and indemnity for losses, have been 
promptly demanded of the government of 3razil ; and an 
armed vessel has been disp^hed to the Falkland Ii^nds, 
and a public functionary to the government of Buenos 
Ayres will soon follow, to inquire into the nature of the 
recent depredations upon our conunerce, and to pxoteci 
it from aggression for the future ; indeed, at every foreign 
coiirtr in all countries, and in every sea, have the pmblic 
-interests been carefully guarded, the rights and interesits 
•of our citizens protected, the national honca majpatained, 
and die natfonal &ith preserved. 

*' Such are the results of the * diplomacy^ of Qeneral 
Jackson's administration. Such are. its practical efiects, 
through the^entire circle olpur foreign relations. Never 
did the nation stand upon a Mgher and more commanding 
eminence. We owe it, not to the subterfuges and eva- 
sions of a mere diplomatic and artificial intercourse, but 
to a frank,^ honest, and upright policy, fearlessly adopted 
and steadily pursued ; c^nd^ to a rigid adherence to the 
gold^i rule with >s^hich the present chief magistrate 
commenced his administration, ^ to ask nothing; that was 
not clearly right, and to. submit to nothing^ that was 
wrong:.' ^ . 

'* The condition of the internal aflairs 6i the country is 
equally a subject of felicitation. The Indian question is 
settled-^Hsn asctended trade nmd incTigasing xeveaue-^ce- 
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forms in tbe pubUc offices anti in the different departments 
of the government — an annual income of nearly twenty- 
eight millions, and an expenditure ;of fifteen millions — 
the payment of upwards of forty millions of the public 
debt in less than three years — a farther modification of 
the tarifi" and a diminution of its burdens — a more rapid 
and extended transportation of the mails — and the en- 
tire extinguishment of the national debt within one 
year, are among the fruits of the policy of this adminis- 
tration." 

This seission of congress was remarkable for the tur- 
bulence of party spirit evinced by many members, in their 
action upon various subjects presented for their delibera- 
tions. While some questions of deep interest, and vital 
importance to the nation, were adjusted in a manner that 
is belieyed will produce the happiest results ; there were 
others, the. decision of which was produced by motives 
which should never infiuence the representative acts of 
high-minded and honorable men. 

A prominent act of the latter description was the rejec- 
tion by the senate, of the nomination of Martin Van Bu- 
reuy by th(9 president, as minister to England. This gen- 
tleman was selected by Gieneral Jackson for his acknow- 
ledged worth, talents, aj)d puWc services; and yet the 
senate rejected the nomination by the casting vote of its 
presiding o]fficer^ The act itself, was a constitutional 
one, and as such was not obnoxious to censure ; but all 
delegated powers are in some degree discretionary, and 
fox motives alone, w}uch prompt the exertion of consti- 
tutional privileges, are ptiblic servants amenable. When 
the present period of high political e^itement is past, and 
mien can look at this act with unbiassed and unprejudiced 
minds, in searching for the motives which produced the 
rejection of the president's nomination of Mr. Van Buren, 

none, it is con^dently jbelieved, will befoand, that were 

33 
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not based upon* personal or political hostility. As no 
other reasons were given for rejecting this nomination, 
that were entitled to any degree of weight, we deemed 
it important to say thus much in defence of the riomi- 
nation. 

But to pass over minor subjects^ we come directly- to 
the question which was agitated in both houses of con- 
gress on the passage of a bill to renew the charter of 
the present bank of the United States. After much dis- 
cussion this bill passed the house and senate, and was 
submitted to the president for his sanction or disapproval. 
His sentiments on the subject of a renewal of the charter 
of the United States bank, with all its powers and privi- 
leges retained, were well known ; he had early, earnestly, 
and fearlessly expressed his convictions, that this institu- 
tion was unconstitutional in its. origin, and clothed with 
powers, which no corporation under a republican govern- 
ment ought to possess — ^powers that might be exerted in the 
overthrow <^ our free institutions, and the destruction of 
our liberties. When entering upon the duties appertain- 
ing to the presidency of the nation, some of his friends 
suggested to him the policy of not embarrassing his ad- 
ministration by an ,early expression of his views upon this 
question, which did not call for immediate legislative .ac- 
tion ; — " No," exclaimed the single-hearted patriot ; •* my 
sentiments upon this subject must be expressed; I could 
not f^uietly rest in my grave, were I to die without having 
performed this duty which I owe to my country." And 
nobly indeed has that duty been discharged ; — ^he weighed 
the subject with much deliberation, and gave to it that 
patient and careful investigation which its importance de- 
manded ; and then, with an eye that looked only to the glo- 
ry and safety of his eountJy, and its invaluable institutions ; 
reg^fdHess alike of his own personal responsibility or in- 
dividual aggrandizement, he returned the bill with a me«- 
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aage, detailing his reasoiss at length for withholding his 
sanction to its becoming- a law. - They were powerful, 
convincing, and unanswerable. No synopsis which we 
could make, would do justice to Uiis admirable produc- 
tion ; we therefore give it entire ; ^ 



Message from the President of the United States^ 

Returning' the Bank Bill, with his objections, &c. 



To TH£ Senate: — 

The bill to '* modify and continue" the act, entitled, 
^' an act to incorporate the subscribers of the Bank of the 
United States," was presented to me on the 4th of July 
instant. Having considered it with that solemn regard to 
the principles of the constitution which the day was cal- 
culated to inspire, and come to the •onclusion that it 
ought not to become a law, I herewith return it to the 
Senate, in which it originated, with my objections. 

A Bank of the United States is, in many respects, con- 
venient for the government €md useful to the people, 
Entertaining this- opinion, and deeply impressed with the 
belief that some- of the powers and privileges possessed 
hf the existing Bank are unauthorized by the constitu- 
tion, subversive of the rights of the states, and dangerous 
to the liberties of the people, I feh it my duty, at an^early 
period of my admimstration, to call the attention of Con- 
gress to the practicability of organizing an institution 
combining all its advantages, and obviating these objec- 
tions. I sincerely regret that^ in the . act before me, I 
can perceive notte of those modifications of the Bank 
charter which are necessary, in, my opinion, to make it 
compatible with justice^ with sound policyt or wfth the 
Constitution of our country. 
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The present corporate body, denominated the President, 
Directors, and Company of the Bank of the United Statee, 
will have existed, at the time this act is intended to 
lake effect, twenty years. It enjoys an exclusive priyilege 
of banking under the authority of the General Grovem- 
ment, a monopoly of its fiiYor and support, and, as a ne- 
cessary consequence, almost- a monopoly of the foreign 
and domestic exchange. The powers, priidleges, and fa- 
vors bestowed upon it, in the original charter, by increas- 
ing the value of the stock &r above its par value, operat- 
ed as a gratuity of many millions to the stockholders. 

An apology may be found for the &ilure to guard 
against this result, in consideration that the effect of the 
original act of incorporation could not be certainly fore- 
seen at the time of its passage. The act before me pro- 
poses another gratuity to the holders of the same stock, 
ajad, in many cases,- to the same men, of at least seven 
millions more. Shis donation £nds no apology in any un- 
certainty as to the effect of the act. On all hands it is 
conceded that its passage will increase at least twenty or 
thirty per cent, more, the market price of the stock, sub- 
ject to the payment of the annuity of $200,000 per year, 
secured by the act ; thus adding, in a moment, one fourth 
to its par value. It is. not our own citizens only who are 
to receive the bounty of our government. More than 
eight millions of the stock of this Bank are held by 
foreigners. By this act th<& American republic proposes 
virtually to make them a, present of some "millions of 
dollars. For these gratuities to foreigners, and to some 
of our own opulent citizens, the act secures no equivalent 
whatever. They are' the certain gains of -the present 
stockholders under the operation of this act, after making 
fiill allowance for the payment of the bonus. 

£very monopoly, and - all exolxusive privileges, are 
g'ranted at the expense of the pobHc, which ought to re* 
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eeive a fair equivalent. The many millions which this 
act proposes to bestow on the stockholders of the. existing 
Bank; must come, directly ox indirectly, out of the earn- 
ings of the American people. It is due to them, there- 
fore, if their government sell monopolies and exclusive 
privileges, that they should at least exact for them as 
much as they are worth in open market. The value of 
the monopoly in this «ase may be correctly ascertained. 
The twenty-eight millions of stock would probably be at 
an advance of fifty per cent., and command in market at 
ieast forty-two millions of dollars, subject to the payment 
of the present bonus.. The present value of the mono- 
poly, therefore, is seventeen^miliions of dollars, and this 
the act proposes to sell for^three millions, payable in fif- 
teen annual instalments of $$200,000 each* 

It is not conceivable how the present stockholders can 
have any claim to. the special fevor of the government. 
The present coi^oration h^s enjoyed it# monopoly during 
the period stipulated in the original- contract. If we must 
have such a corporation, why should not the government 
sell out the whole stockt and thus secure to the people 
the full market, value of the privileges granted ? Why 
should not Congress create and sell twenty-eight millions 
of stock, incorporating the purchasers with all the powers 
and privileges secured in this act, and putting the pre- 
mium upon the sales into the Treasury ? 

But this act does not permit competition in the purchase 
of this monopoly. It seems to be predicated on the erro- 
neous idea, that the present stockholders have a. prescrip- 
tive light, not only to the fevor but to the bounty of 
government* It appears that more than a fourth part of 
the stock is held by foreigners, and the residaeris held by 
a few hundred of our own citizens^chiefly of the richest 
class : for their benefit does this act exclude the whole 
American people from competition in the purchase of this 
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monopoly, and dispoee^ of it for many millions less thui 
it is worth. This seems the less excusable, because sozae 
of our citizens, not now stockholders, petitioned that the 
door of competition might be opened, and o^r to take a 
charter on terms much- mor& favorable to the government 
and country. 

But this proportion, although made by men whose ag- 
gregate wealth is believed to be equal to all the private 
stock in the existing Bank, has been set aside, and the 
bounty of our government is proposed to be again bestowed 
on the few who have been fortunate enough to secure ihe 
stock, and, at this moment, wield the power of the exist- 
ing institution. I cannot perceive the justice or policy of 
this course. If our government must sell monopolies, 
it would seem to be iis duty to take nothing less than their 
full value ; and if gratuities must be made once in fifteen 
or twenty years; let them not be bestowed on the subjects 
of a foreign government, nor upon a designated- and &Tor- 
ed class of men in our own country. It is but justice 
and good policy, as &r as the nature of the case will ad- 
mit, to confine our favors to our own iedlew citizens, and 
let each in his turn enjoy an opportunity to profit by our 
bounty. In the bearings of the act before me upon these 
points, I find ample- reasons why it should not become a law. 

It has been urged as an argument in favor of re-charter- 
ing the present Bank, that the calling in~its loans will 
produce great embarrassment and distress. The time 
allowed to close its concerns, is ample, and if it has be«i 
well managed^ its pressure will be light, and heavy only 
in case its management --Jias been bad. If, therefore, it 
shall produce distress, the fault will be its own, and it 
would furnish a rea's^dn agaltist renewing a power which 
has been so obvipus){|^vabused. But, will there ever be a 
time when this: reason will be less powerful? To ac* 
knowledge its fo»ce, is to ^dmst that the Bank ought to be 



perpetual, and aa a consequence, the present stoekholdersv 
and those inheriting their rights, as successor s, be estab- 
lished a privileged order^ clothed both with^reat political 
power and enjoying immense pecuniary advantages from 
their connexion with the government. 

The modifications of the existing charter, proposed by 
this act, ai;e^ not such,- in my view, as make it consistent 
with the rights of the States or the liberties of the people. 
The qualification of the right of the Bank to hold real 
estate, the limitation of its power to estltblish branches, 
and the power reserved to Congress to forbid the circula- 
tion of small notes, are restrictions comparatively of little 
value or importance. All the objectionable principles of 
the existing corporation, and most .of its' odious features, 
are retained without alleviation. 

The fourth section provides, ** that ^he notes or bills of 
the said corporation, although the same be on the faces 
thereof^ respectively, made payable at one plieiee only, shall, 
nevertheless, be received by the said corporation at the 
Bank, or at any of the offices of discount and deposit 
thereof^, if tendered in liquidation or payment of any 
balance or balances, due to said corpoaration, or to such 
office of discount and deposit, from any other incorporated 
Bank." This provision secures to the State Bank a 
legal privil^e in the Bank of the United States, which 
is withheld from all private citizens. If- a State Bank in 
Philadelphia, owe the Bank -of the United States, and 
have notes issued by tl^e St. -Louis Branch, it can pay the 
debt with those notes-; but if a merchant, mechanic, or 
other private citizen, be in like circumstances, he cannot 
by law pay his debt with thdse notes, but must sell them 
at a disoomit, or s^ad ikeax to St. Louis to he cashed. This 
boon, conceded to the State Banks, though not unjust in 
itself^ is most odious, because it does^ot measure out equal 
justice to the high andlow, the rich and the poor* To 
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tfa« extent of its practical effect, it - is a bond of unioti 
among the banking establishments of the nation, erecting 
them into an interest, separate from that of the people, and 
its necessary tendency is to unite the Bank of the United 
States and the State Banks in any measure which may be 
thought conducive to their common interest. 

The ninth section of the act recognizes principles of 
worse tendency -than any provision of the present charter. 

It enacts that '* the cashier ef the Bank shall annually 
report to the Secretary of the Treasury the names of all 
stockholders who are not resident citizens of the United 
States, and on the application of the Treasurer of any 
state, shall make out and transmit to such Treasurer, a 
list of stockholders residing in, or citizens o^ such state, 
with the amount of stock owned by each." Although 
this provision, taken in connexion with a decision of the 
Supreme Court, surrenders, by its silence, the right of the 
states to tax the banking institutions created by this cor- 
poration, under- the nam6 of branches throughout the 
union, — ^it is evidently intended to be construed as a con- 
cession of their right to tax that portion of the stock 
which may be held by their own citizens and residents. 
In this light, if the act becomes a law, it will be under- 
stood by the states, who will probably proceed to levy a 
tax equal to that paid upon the stock of banks incorpo- 
rated by themselves. In some' fitates that tax is now one 
per cent., either on the capital or on the shares, and that 
may be assumed as the amount which all citizens or resi- 
dent stockholders will be taxed under the operation of this 
act. As it is only the stock held in the states, and not that 
employed within them, which would be subject to taxation ; 
and as the names of foreign stockholders are not to be re- 
ported to the Treasurers of the states, it is obviotus that 
the stock held by them willbe exempt from this burden. 
Their annual profits will, there^re, be one per cent« 
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mof e-than the ci^zen stockholders, and as the annual di- 
vidends of the Bank may be saiely estimated at 4seven per 
cent, the stock will be wor^h ten or fifteen per cent, more 
to foreigners than to citizens of the United States. To 
appreciate the effects which this state of things will pro- 
duce, we must take a brief review of the operations and 
present condition of the Bank of the United iStates. 

By documents submitted to Congress at the present ses- 
sion, it appears that on the 1st of January, 1832, of the 28 
millions of private stock in the corporation, $8,405,500 
were held by foreigners^ mostly of Great Britain. * The 
amount of stock held in the nine western and southwest- 
ern states, is $140,1900 ; and in the four southern states, 
is $5,623,100; and in the middle and eastern states, is 
about $13,522,000. The profits of the Bank in 183U as 
shown in a statement to Congress, were about $3,455,598, 
of this there accrued in the nine western, states, about 
$1,640,048 ; in the four southern states, about $352,507 ; 
and in the middle and eastern states, about 1,463,041. 
As tittle stock is held in the west, it is obvious that the 
debt of the people' in that section, to the Bank, is princi- 
pally a debt to the eastern and foreigii stockholders ; that 
the interest they pay upon it is carried into the eastern 
states and into Europe ; and that it is a burden upon their 
industry ?ind a drain of their currency which no country 
can bear without inconvenience and occasional distress. 
To meet this burden, and equalize the exchange opera- 
tions of the Bank, the amount of specie drawn from those 
states through its branches within the last two years, as 
shown by its o^ial reports, was about $6,000,000. More 
than half a million of this aniount does not stop in the 
eastern states, but passes on to Europe to pay the dividends 
of the foreigfh stockholders. In the principle of taxation 
recognized by this act, the western states find no adequate 
comp^isation for this perpetual burden on their industry, 
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and drain of their currency. The Branch Bank at Mo- 
bile made, last year, $95,140<; yet, under the provisions 
«of this act, the state of Alabama can raise no revenae from 
these profitable operations, because not a share of the 
stock is held by any oi her citizens. Mississippi and Mis- 
souri are in the same condition in relation to the branches 
at Natchez and St. Louis ; and such, in a greater or less 
degree, is the condition of every western state. 

The tendency of the plan of taxation which this act pro- 
poses, will be to place the whole U. States in the same 
relation to foreign countries, which the western states now 
bear to the eastern. When by a tax on resident stockhold- 
ers, the stock of this bank is made worth ten or fifteen 
per cent, more to foreigners than to residents, most of it 
will inevitably leave the country. 

Thus will this provision, in its practical effect, deprive 
the eastern, as well as the southern and western states, of 
the means of raising a revenue from the extension of busi- 
ness, and great profits of this institution. It will make 
the American people debtors to aliens in nearly the whole 
amount due to this Bank, and send across the Atlantic 
from two to &Ye millions of specie every year to pay the 
Bank dividends. 

In another of its bearings this provision is fraught with 
danger. Of the twenty-five directors of this Bank, five 
are chosen by the government, and twenty by the citizen 
stockholders. From all voice in these elections, the fo- 
reign stockholders are excluded by the charter. In pro- 
portion, therefore, as the stock is transferred to foreign 
holders, the extent of sufirage in the choice of directors is 
curtailed. Already is almost a third of the stock in foreign 
hands, and not represented in elections. It is constantly 
passing out of the country, and this act will accelerate its 
departure. The entire control of the instkutionwould ne« 
ce^sarily fall into the hands of the few citizen stockholders, 
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and the ^ease with which the object would be accomplish- 
ed, would be a temptation to designing men to secure that 
control in their ownhands by monopolizing the remaining 
stock. There is danger that a President and Directors 
would then be able to elect themselves from year to year, 
and without 'responsibility or control, manage the whole 
concerns of the. Bank during the existence of its charter. 
It is easy to conceive that great evils to our country and 
its institutions might flow from such a concentration of 
power in the hands of a few men irresponsible to the people. 

Is there no danger to our liberty and independence in a 
Bank, that in its nature has so little to bind it to our coun- 
try T The President of the Bank has told us,. that most 
of the state banks exist by its forbearance. Should its in- 
fluence become concentrated, as it may under the opera- 
tion of such an act as this, in the hands of a self-elected 
Directory, whose interests are identified with those of the 
foreign stockholder, will there not be cause to tremble foi 
the purity of our elections in peace, and for our indepen- 
dence in war ? Their pbwer would be great whenever they 
might choose to exert it.; but if this monopoly were regu- 
larly jenewed every Meen or twenty years, on terms pro- 
posed by themselves, they might seldom, in peace, put 
forth their . strength to influence elections or control the 
a&irs of |he nation. But, if any private citizen, or public 
functionary, should interpose to curtail its powers or pre- 
vent a renewal of its privileges, it cannot be doubted that 
he would be made to feel its infliience. 

Should the stock of the Bank principally pass into the 
hands of the subjects of a foreign country, and we should 
unfortunately become involved in a war with, that country, 
what would be our condition ? Of the course which would 
be pursued by a Bank almost wholly owned by the sub- 
jects of a foreign power, and managed by those whose in- 
terests, if not aflfections, w:ould run in the same direction. 
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there can Wne doubtr All its operations within, would 
be in aid of thd hostile fleets and ;ii|Aies without ; control- 
irig our currency ; receiting our public moneys, and hold- 
ing thousands of our citizens in dependance, it would be 
more formidable and dangerous than the naval and mili- 
tary power of the enemy. 

If we must have a Bank with private stockholders, 
every consideration of sound policy, and every impulse of 
American feeling, admonish that it should be purely 
American, Its stockholders should be composed exclu- 
sively of our own citizens, who, at least, ought to belriend- 
ly to our government, and wiUing to support it in times of 
difficulty and danger. So abundant is domestic capital, that 
competition, in subscribing for the stock of local banks^ 
has recently led almost to riots. To a Bank, exclusively 
of American stockholders, possessing the powers and pri- 
vileges granted by this act, subscriptions for two hundred 
millions of dollars could be readily obtained. Instead of 
sending abroad the stock of the Bank, in which the go- 
vernment must deposit its funds, and on which it must rely 
to sustain its credit in times of emergency, it would ra- 
ther seem to be expedient to prohibit its sales to aliens 
under penalty of absolute forfeiture. 

It is maintained by the advocates of the Bank that its con- 
stitutionality in all its features ought to be considered as 
settled by precedent, and by the decision of the Supreme 
Court. To this conclusion, I cannot assent. Mere pre- 
cedent is a dangerous source of authority, and should not 
be regarded aa deciding questions of constitutional power, 
except where the acquiescence of the people and the States 
can be considered as well settled. So far from this being 
the case on this subject, an argument against the Bank 
might be based on precedent. One Congress in 1791 de- 
cided in favor of a Bank ; another in 1811 decided against 
it. One Cpngress in 1815, decided against a Bank ; ano- 
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ther iu 1816 deeided in its &vor. ,Pilor to.ilbd )[>x^enit 
Congressy therefore, the precedents dra^im from thai 
source wete equal. £C we resold to the States, ^e «cprd^ 
sions of Legislative, Judicial, and Executive opinions 
against the Bank, have been probably to those in its' &•* 
vor^ as four to one. There is nothing in precedent, there- 
fore, which, if its authority were admitted, ought to weigh 
in &vor of the act before me. 

If the opinion of the Supteme Court covered the whole 
ground of this act, it ought not to control the co-ordinate 
authosities of this government. The Congress, the Exe- 
cutive, and the Court, must each for itself be guided by its 
own opinion of the constitution. Each public officer, who 
takes an oath to support the con^itutien, swears that he 
will support it as he understands it, and not as it is under^ 
stood by others. It is as much the duty of the house of 
representatives, of the senate,- and of the President, to de- 
cide upon the constitutionality of any bill or resolution 
which may be presented to them for passage or approval, 
as it is of the supreme judges, when it may be brought be- 
fore them for judicial decision. The opinion of the judg- 
es has no more authority over Congress than the opinion 
of Congress has oyer the judges, and on Aai point the Pre- 
sident is independent of both. The a^thority of the Su- 
preme Court must not, therefore, be permitted to control 
the Congress or the Executive, when acting in their le- 
gislative capacities, but to have oply such influence as the 
force of their reasoniiig may deserve. 

But in the case relied upon, the Supreme Court have 

not decided that all the features of this corporation are 

compatible with the constituUon. It is true that the Court 

have said thai the law incorporating the Bfuik is a consti- 

lutional exen^ise of power by Congress. But, taking into 

view the whole opinion of the Court, and the ressiming 

by which ijiey hate come to that conolusionf I understand 

34 - 
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them to hare decided that, inasmuch as a bank is an ap« 
propriate means for carrying into effect the enumerated 
powers of the general government, therefore, the law in- 
corporating it is in accordance wit^ that provisaon joi 
the constitution which declares that Congress shall ^^ hare 
power to make all laws which shall be necessary and pro* 
per for carrying those powers into execution." Having' 
satisfied themselves that the word ^' necessaryj^ in the 
constitution, means **need/ttZ," " requisite,^^ '-^ essential f'*^ 
*♦ conducive to^^^ and that ** a bank'* is a convenient, a 
useful and essential instrument in the prosecution of the 
government's " fiscal operations," they eonclude, that to 
*• use one must be within the discretion of Congress," and 
that ** the act to incorporate the Bank of the U. States is a 
law made in pursuance of the constitution :" " but," say 
&ey, ** where the law is not prohibited, and is really 
calculated to effect any of the objects entrusted to the 
government, to undertake here to inquire into the de^ 
gree of its necessity, would be to p€Lss the line which 
circumscribes the judicial department, and to tread on 
legislative ground.^^ 

The principle here afhrmed is, that^Uhe degree of its 
necessity," involving all the details of a banking institu- 
tion, is a question exclusively for legislative consideration. 
A bank is constitutional ; but it is the province of the le- 
gislature to determine whether this or that particular 
power, privilege or exemption is ** necessary and proper" 
to enable the Bank to discharge its. duties to the govern- 
ment, and from their decision there is no appeal to the 
courts of justice. Under the decision of the Supreme Court, 
therefore, it is the exclusive province of Congress and the 
President to decide, whether the particular features of thia 
act are " necessary and prppet,'' in order to enable the 
Bank to perform conveniently and efficiently the public 
duties assigned to it as a fiscal agent, and therefore consti- 
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tutionaU (xt "unnecessary and improper ^ and therefore un- 
constitutional. 

Without commenting on the general principle afBrmed 
by the Supreme Court, let uaexamine the details of this act 
in accordance with the rule of legislative action which they 
have laid down.- It will be found that many of the powers 
and priyileges conferred on it, cannot be supposed necessary 
for the purpose for which it is proposed to be created, and 
are not therefore means necessary to attain the end in view^ 
and consequently not justified by the constitution. 

The original act of incorporation, section 21, enacts " that 
no other Bank shall be established by any future law of 
the United States during the continuance of the corporation 
hereby created, for which the faith of the United States is 
hereby pledged, Pravided, Congress may renew existing 
charters for Banks within the District of Columbia, not 
increasing the capital thereof, a^d m^y also establish any 
other Bank or Banks in said district, with capitals not ex- 
ceeding in the whole six millions, of dollars, if they shall 
deem it expedient." This provision is continued in force, by 
the act before me, Meen years from the 3d of March, 1836* 

If Congress possessed the power to establish one Bank, 
they had power to establish more than one, if, in their 
opinion, two or jmore bank, had been " necessary" to &ci- 
litate the execution of the powers delegated to them in the 
constitution. If they possessed the power to establish a 
second bank, it was a power derived from the constitution^ 
to be exercised from time to time, and at any time .when 
the interests of the country or the emergencies of the 
government might make it expedient. _ It was possessed 
by one Congress as well as another, and by all Congresses 
alike, and alike at every session. But the Congress of 
1816 has taken it away from their successors for twenty 
years, and the Congress of 1832 proposes to abolish it for 
fiH^en years more. It cannot be " necessar^''^ or ^*proper^^ 
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Ito QaikgttBB to barter away or ^iyest themaolTea of «iiy of 
the powers, vested in ikem by the constitotioa, to beox^r- 
owed fer tbe public ^ood. It is nof ^^neeessofy* to the 
effieimicy of the Bank, nor is it ** proper*^ ia relation to 
ihomaelTes and their sueoessonu They may properly nse 
the discretion rested in them ; bnt they may not limit the 
discretion of Uieir successors* This restriction on them- 
•elTos and giant of a numopoly to the Bank, is, ther^re, 
itneonotitnlioBal. 

In another point of yiew, ^s provision is a palpable at- 
tempt tb amend the eonstitittion by an act of l^slation. 
The constitutioik declares that the ** Congress shall have 
power to exercise exclusive legii^ation in all eases what- 
aoever," over the District of Columbia. Its ~constituti<ma] 
pOiKer, therefore, to establish Banks in the District of 
Columbia, and increase their capital at will, is unlimited 
and nncontrolkcble by any other po^er than that which 
gave authority to the constitution/ Yet this act declares 
that Congress shall not inevease the capital of existing 
Banks, nor create other Banks, with capitals exceeding in 
the whole six millions of dollars. The Constitution do* 
dares, that Congress shall have power to exercisj^^exdu-' 
aive legislation over this District, ^* in all ca^es ^iiffatm- 
dper ;• ' and this act declares th^ shall not. Which is the 
eupr^ne law of the land ? This provision cannot be 
*♦. necessary i'^ or ^^ proper ^^^ or constitutional^ unless the 
absurdity be aAnoitted^ that whenever it be ^' necessary and 
proper," in the opinion of Congress, they have a right to 
barter away one portion 6f the powers vested in th^ili hy 
the Constitution as a means of executing the rest. 

On two subjects only does the Constitution recognise in 
CoBgress the power to grant exclusive7>rivileges or mono- 
polies. It declares that *^ Congress shall have power to 
promote the progress of science and useful arts, by secur- 
ing, for limited times, to authors and inventorsi the ex- 



clumve right to th^r respeetih^ writings and discoTeries.^ 
Out erf this express delegation of power, have grown our 
hws of patents and copyrights. As the Constitntion ex- 
presriy delegates to Congress the power to grant exclnsiT« 
privileges in these cases as the means of executing the 
substantive power ** to promote the progress of science and 
useful arts/* it is consistent with the &ir rules of construe* 
ties to conclude that such a power was not intended to be 
granted as a means of accomplishing any other end. On 
every other subject which comes within the scope of Con* 
gressionai p6wer, there is an ever living discretion in the 
use of proper means which cannot be restricted or abolished 
without an amendment of the Constitution. Every act of 
Congress, therefore, which attempts by grants of mone- 
poiies, or sale of exclusive privileges for a limited .ibne, 
or a time without limit, to restrict or extinguish its own 
discretion in the choice of means to execute its delegated 
powers, is equival^it to a legislative amendment of the 
constitution, and palpably unconstitutional. 

This act authorises and encourages transfers of its stock 
to foreigners, and grants them an exemption from all state 
and national taxation. So far from being ** necessary and 
proper^* that the bank should possess this power, to make 
il a safe and efficient agent of the Government in its fiscal 
operations, it is calculated to convert the Bank of- the 
United States into a foreign bank, to impoverish our peo- 
ple in time of peace, to disseminate a foreign influence 
through every section of the republic— and in war, to en- 
danger our independence. 

The several States reserved the power at the formation 
of the constitution, to regulate and control titles and trans- 
fers of real property, and most, if not all of them, have 
laws disqualifying aliens from acquiring or holding lands 
within their limits. But this act, in disregard of the un- 
dembted right of the States to prescribe such disqualifica- 
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tiooBy gives to aliena* stockliolders ia diia Bank^ Ea iaterdst 
and title, as members of the corporation, to all tlie real 
property it may acquire within any of the States of. thi? 
Union. This privilege granted to aliens is not " neces- 
saryj'^ to enable the Bank to perform its public duties, nor 
in any sense "^proper," because it is vitally subversive of 
the rights of the States. 

The government of the United States have no constiui- 
tional^ppwer td purchase lands within the States, except 
'< ibr the erection of forts, magazines,, arsenals, dock yards, 
^nd other needfiLl buildings," and even ibr these objects 
enly *^ hy the consent of the legislature of the state in 
which the same shall be«" By making themselves, stock- 
holders in tk« Bank, and granting to the^ corporation the 
power to purchase lands ibr other purposes, they assume 
a^wer not granted in the constitution, and grant toothers 
what the^ do not themselves possess. It is not necessary 
to the receiving, safekeeping, or transmissiop of the-funds 
of the government, that the Bank should possess this 
power, and Jt is n<^ proper that Congress should thus 
enlarge the powers delegated to them in the constitution* 

The old Bank of the United States possessed a capital 
of only eleven millions of dollars, which was found fully 
sufficient to enable it, with despatch.and safety, to perform 
all the functions required ,of it by the govexmnent. The 
capital of the present Bank is thirty-five, millions of dol- 
lars — at least twenty-four more than» jexperience has 
proved to be necessary to enable a bank to perfonn its 
public functions. The public debt which existed during 
ihe period of the old Bank, and on the establishment of 
the new, has been nearly paid off, and our revenue will 
soon be reduced. This increase of capital is, therefore, 
not for public, but for pHvate purposes. 

The government is the only *^. proper** judge whereits 
agents should reside and keep their offices, because it best 



knowa where their presence >Hdll be *^ necessary J^ It c&n* 
TX(>U therefore, be ^nece^ary^ or * proper* to authorize the 
Bfuik to locate branches where it pleases, to perform the 
public service^ without consultinj;^ the government, and 
contrary to its will. The principle laid down by the Su- 
pxeme Court concedes, that Congress caipiot establish a 
bank for purposes of private speculation and gain, but only 
as a means of executing the delegated powers of the gene^ 
ral gOY^nment* By the same principle,, a branch'bank 
dinnot constitutionally be established for other than public 
purposes. The power which this act gives to establish 
two branches in any State without the injunction or request 
of the government^ and for other than public purposes, is 
not ^ necessary^ to the due execution ofi;hepower»delegat- 
ed to Congress. 

. The bonus which is exacted from the Bank is a confes- 
^on upon the face of the act, that the powers granted by 
it are greater than are ^necessary* to its character of a 
fiscal agent. The government does not tax its officers and 
agents for the prlvilegQ of serving it. The bonus of a 
million and a half, required by the original charter, and 
that of three millions proposed by this act, are not exacted 
for the privilege of giving "the necessary facilities for 
transferring the public funds fr<Mna place to place, within 
the United States, or the territories thereof, and for dis- 
tributing the same in payment of. the public creditors, 
without charging commission or claiming allowance on ac- 
count of the difference of exchange*' as required by the act 
of incorporation, but for sconething more beneficial to the 
stockholders. The original act declares, that it (the bonus) 
is granted "in consideration of the exclusive privileges 
and benefits conferred by this act upon the said Bank," 
and the act bdbre me declares it to be, ^'in consideration 
of the exclusive benefits and privileges continued by this 
act to the said corporation for fifteen years as aforesaid." 
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It 18, therelbfe, fer '^exelqsiTe pri?Ueg6« aftd benete** 
eonferred for their own use atid miiolumoiit» and not fat 
the advantage of' the goveminent, that a bonus is exacted. 
These surplus powers, for whidi the Bank is required to 
pay, cannot surely be ** necessary f^* to nuJce it the fiaeal 
agent <^ the treasury. If they were, the exaction of a 
bonus for th«n would not be ^^proper^** 

It is maintained by some, that^he Bank is a means of 
executing the constitutional power ** to coin money and 
regulate the value thereof.*' Congress haTe establidbed 
a mint to coin money, and passed ktws to regulate the 
value th^eof. The money so coined, with its vahie so 
regulated, and such foreign coins as Congress may adopt, 
are the only currency knovm to the constitution. But if 
they have other power to regulate the currency, it was 
conferred to be exercised by themselves and not to be 
trsinsferred to a corporation. If the Bank be established 
for that purpose, with a charter unalterable, without its 
consent, Congress have parted with their power for a term 
of years, during which the constitution is a dead letter* 
It Is neither necessary nor proper to transfer its legisla* 
tive power to such a Bank, and ther^rennconstitutioniU. 

By its silence, consid^ed in connexion with the de^ 
cision of the Supr^ne Court in the case of McCuUoch 
against ihe sUtte of Maryland, this act takes from the states 
the power to tax a portion of the banking business carried 
on within their limits, in subversion of one of the strong- 
est barriers which secured than against fisderal encroach- 
ments. Blinking^ like farming, manu&cturing, or any 
other occupation or profession, is a husinesst the right to 
follow -which is not oiiginaily derived ficom the laws. 
Every cifi^en and- every company of citizens in all our 
states, possessed the right until the state legislatures 
deemed it good policy to prohibit private baiaking by law. 
If the prohibitory 'state laws were now repealed, every 



citizen would again possess the ri^lit. The state banks are 
a qualified restoration of the right i^hich has been taken 
away by the laws against banking, guarded by such pro- 
Tisions and imitations >as in the opinion of the istate legis- 
latures, the public interest requires. These corporations, 
unless there be an exemption in their charter, are, like 
privatie bankers and banking companies, subject to state 
fixation. The manner in which these taxes i^all be laid 
depends wholly on legislati ye* discretion. It may be upon 
the bank, upon the stock, upon the profits, or in any 
odier mode which the sovereign power shall will. 

Upon the formation of the constitution, the states 
guarded their taxing power with peculiar jealousy. They 
surrendered it only as it regards imports and exports. In 
relation to every other object within their jurisdiction, 
whether persons, property, business or profession, it was 
secured in as ample a manner as it was before possessed. 
All persons, though United States officers, are liable to a 
poll tax by the states within which they reside ; the lands 
of the U. States are liable to the usual land tax, except in 
the new states, from whom agreements, that they "vCill not 
tax unsold lands, are exacted when they are admitted into 
the Union : horses, wagons, any beasts or vehicles, tools 
or property, belonging to private citizens, though employ- 
ed in the service of the U. S., are subject to state taxation. 
Ehrery private business, whether carried on by an ofilcer 
of the general government or not, whether it be mixed 
with public concerns or not, even if it be carried on by the 
government of the U^ S. itself, separately or in partner- 
ship, &lls within the scope of the taxing power of th^ 
state. Nothing comes more fully within it than bank» and 
the business of banking, by whomsoever instituted and 
carried on. Over thi$ wholo subject matter, it is just as 
absolute, unlimited, and uncontrollable, as if the constitu- 
tion had never been adopted, because in thct formation of 
that instrument, it was reserved without qualification. 
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The principle is conceded, that the states cannot right- 
fully tax the operations of the general government. They 
cannot tax the money of the government deposited in the 
state Banks, nor the agency of those Banks in remitting it ; 
hut will any man maintain that their mere selection to 
perform this puhlic service for the general government, 
would exempt the state Banks and their ordinary business 
from state tietxation ? Had the United States, instead of 
establishing a Bank at Philadelphia, employed a private 
Banker to keep and transmit their funds, would it have 
deprived Pennsylvania of the right to tax his Bank and 
his usual Baxxking operations 1 It will not be pretended. 
Upon what principle, then, ^are the banking establish- 
ments of the Bank of the United States and their usual 
banking operations, to be exempted from taxation. It is 
not their public ag^cy or the deposits of the government 
which the states claim a right to tax, but their banks and 
their banking powers, instituted and exercised within state 
jurisdiction for their private emolument^^those powers and 
privileges for which they pay a bonus, and which the 
states tax in their own banks. The exercise of these 
powers within a state, no matter by whom, or under 
what authority, whether by private citizens in their 
original right, by corporate bodies created by the states, 
by foreigners or the agents of foreign governments 
located within their limits, forms a, legitimate object of 
state taxation. From this^ and like sources, from the 
persons, property, and business, that are found residing, 
located, or carried on under their jurisdiction, must the 
states, since the surrender of the right to raise a revenue 
from imports and exports, draw all the money necessary for 
the, support of their governments, and the maintenance of 
their independence, There is no more appropriate subject 
of taxation than banks, banking and bank ^tock, and none 
to which the states ought more pertinaciously to cling< 
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It cannot be necessary to the character of the bank, as a 
fiscal agent of the government, that its private, business 
should be exempted from that taxation to which all the 
state banks are liable; nor can I conceive it ^^ proper** 
that the substantive and most essential powers reserved 
by the states shall be thus -attacked and annihilated as a 
means of executing the powers delegated to the general 
government. It may be safely assumed that none of 
those sages who had an agency in forming or adopting 
pur constitution ever imagined that any portion of the 
taxing power of the states, not prohibited to them nor 
delegated to Congress, was to be swept away and anni- 
hilated as a means of executing certain powers delegated 
to Congress. 

If our power over means is so absolute that the Supreme 
Court will not call in question the constitutionality of an 
act of Congress, the subject of which is *' not prohibited, 
and is really calculated to effect any of the objects entrust- 
ed to the government," although, as in the case before me, 
it takes away powers expressly granted to Congress, and 
rights scrupulously reserved to the States, it becomes us 
to proceed in our legislation with the utmost caut^n. 
Though not directly, our own powers and the rights of 
the states may be indirectly legislated away in the use of 
means to execute substantive powers. We may not enact 
that Congress shall not have the power of exclusive legis- 
lation over the district of Columbia, but we may pledge 
the faith of the United States that, as a means of executing 
other powers, it shall not be exercised for twenty years or 
forever. We may not pass an act prohibiting the states 
to tax the banking business carried on within their limits, 
but we may, as a means of executing our powers over 
other objects, place that business in the hands of our 
agents, and then declare it exempt from the state taxa- 
tion in their hands. Thus may our own powexs andihe 
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rights of the states, which we cannot directly chitail 
or invade, be frittered away and extinguished jn the xtB% 
of means employed by us to execute other powers. 

That a bank of the U. States, competent to all the duties 
Which may be required hy the Goveniment, might be 
so organized- as not to infringe on our own delegated 
powers, or thereserred rights of the states, I do not enter- 
tain a doubt. Had the Executive been called upon to 
furbish the project of such'an institution, the duty would 
have been cheerfully p^rfom^sd. In \he absence of such 
a call, it was obviously proper that he should confine 
hiipself to pointing out those prominent features in the act 
presented, which, in his opinio^ make it incompatible 
with the Constitution and sound policy. A general dis- 
cussion' will now take place, eliciting new light mid 
settling important principles ; and a new Congress, 
elected in^the midst of such discussion, and furnishing an 
equal representation of the people according to the last 
census, will bear to the Capitol the verdict of publie 
opinion, and I doubt not brin^ this important question to 

« 

a satis&ctory result. 

Vnder such circumstances, the Bank comes forward 
and asks a renewal of its charter for a term of fifteen 
years, upon conditions which not only operate as a gra* 
tuity to the stockholders of many millions of dollars, but 
will sanction any abuses, and legalize any encroachments. 

Suspicions are entertained, and charges are made, of 
gross abuse and violation of its charter. An iuvestiga- 
tioli, unwillingly conceded, and so restricted in time as 
necessarily to make it incomplete and unsatisfiictoryy 
discloses enough to excite suspicion and alarm. 

In the practices of the principal Bank patlldly un- 
veiled, in the absence of important witnesses, and itt 
numerous charges, confidently made, and as yet whoUy 
uninvestigated, there was enough to induce a majority ©f 
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the comniittee of investigation, a committee which was 
selected from, the most able and honourahle membeis 
of the house of representatives, to recommend a suspension 
of further action upon the bilh and a prosecution of the 
inquiry. As the charter had yet four years to run, and. 
as a renewal now was not necessary to the successful 
prosecution of its business, it was to have been expected 
that the Bank itself, conscious of its purity and proud of 
its character, would have withdrawn its application for 
the present, and demanded the severest scrutiny into all its 
transactions. In their declining to do so, there seems to 
be an additional reason why the functionaries of the 
government should proceed with less hastiB and more 
caution in the renewal of their monopoly. 

The bank is professedly established as an* agent of the 
Executive branches of the government, audits constitution- 
ality is maintained on that ground. Neither upon the pro- 
priety of the present action nor upon the provisions of this 
act was the Executive consulted. It has had no opportu- 
nity to say that it neither needs nor wants any agent clothed 
with such powers, and favored by such exemptions. There 
is nothing in its legitimate functions which make it*^e- 
cessary or proper. Whatever interest ot influence, 
-whether public or private, has given birth to this act, it 
cannot be found either in the wishes or necessities of the 
Executive Department, by which present action is deemed 
premature, and the powers conferred upon its agent not 
only unnecessary, but dangerous to the government and 
country. 

It is to be regretted that the rich and powerful too often 

bend the acts of government to their selflsh pui^oses. 

Distinctions in society will always exist under every 

just government. Equality of talents, of education, 

or of wealth, cannot be produced by human institutionit. 

In the full enjoyment of the gifts of Heaven, and the ftruitf 
35 



410 BIOGRAPHT 07 

of sup^or industiy, economy, and virtue, every man is 
equally entitled to protection by law.. But* when the laws 
undertake to add to these natural and Just advantages, ar- 
tificial distinctipns, to grant titles, gratuities, and exclusive 
privileges, to make the rich richer^ and the potent more 
powerful, the humble members of society, the farmers, 
mechanics, and labourers, who have neither the time nor 
the means of securing like favors to themselves, have a 
right to complain of the injustice of their government. 

There are no necessary evils in government. Its evils 
exist only in its abuses. If it would confine itself to equal 
protection, and, as Heaven does its rains, showei: its &- 
Tors alike on the high and the low, the rich and the poor; 
it would be an unqualified blessing. In the act before me, 
there seems to be a wide and unnecessiiry departure from 
these just principles. Nor ist)ur government to be maintain- 
ed, or our Union preserved, by invasions of the rights and 
powers of the several States. In thus attempting to make 
9ur general government strong, we make it weak. Its true 
strength consists in leaving individuals and states, as much 
as possible, to themselves — in making itself felt, not in its 
power but in its beneficence, not in its control but in its pro- 
t^tion, not in binding the States more closely to the centre, 
but leaving each to move unobstructed in its proper orbit. 

Experience should teach us wisdom. Most of the diffi- 
culties our government now encounters, and most of the 
dangers which impend over our Union, have sprung from 
an abandonment of the legitimate objects of government by 
our national legislation, and the adoption of such princi- 
ples as are embodied in this act. Many of our rich men 
have not been content with equal protection and equal be- 
nefits ; but have besought us to make them richer by acts 
of Congress. By attempting tp gratify their desires, "we 
have in the results of our legislation, arrayed section 
^ffunst section, interei^ agaipst interest, and man against 
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tnan^ in a fearfal commotion which threatefis to shake the 
foundations of tmr Union. It is time to pause in our ca- 
reer, to revieinc our principles, and if possible to reviye 
that devoted patriotism and spirit of compromise, which 
distinguished the sages of the revolution, and the fathers 
of our Union. If we cannot at once, in justice to inter- 
ests vested under improvident legislation, make our go- 
vernment what it ought to be, we can at least take a stand 
against all' new grants of monopolies, and exclusive privi- 
leges, against any prostitution of our government, to the 
advancement of the few at the expense of the many, and 
in favor of compromise and gradual reform in our code 
of laws and system of political economy. 

i hav6 now done my duty to my country. ' If sustained 
by my fellow-citizens, I shall be grateful and happy ; if not 
I shall find in the motives which impel me, ample grounds 
for contentment and peace. In the difficulties which sur- 
roand us, and the dangers which threaten our institutions, 
there is cause for neither dismay nor alarm. For relief 
and deliverance, let us firmly rely ori that kind Provi- 
dence which, I am sure, watches with peculiar care over 
the destinies of our republic, and on the intelligence and 
wisdom of our countrymen. Throngh His abundant 
goodness and their patriotic devotion, our liberty and 

Union will be preserved. 

Andrew Jackson. 

. Washington, July 10, 1832. 
The s^isations produced throughout the union on the 
promulgation of the Teto message^ were such as were 
never before created, by the exercise of a similar execu- 
tive power. A large majority of the American people, 
it is believed, wished for it, and expected it ; and yet, when 
it came, tbey were struck with wonder and admiration at 
the fearlessness, purity, and patiotism of the man, who, 
under such circumstances, had dared to perform so much 



for hk eomitry. Tlie foUowti^ remuks on ike Bqbjeei 
of tlie veto message, by the condueter of a poblie jourBal* 
politically oppoeed to General Jaekson,.are.inftg:naniinoiis 
and just: 

'< It is a remarkable state paper, iLftd its produetion will 
long be remembered by the people of the United States, 
and willf as we hope and trust, teach many of them that 
we haye one man among us at least, who is rescdred to 
preserre the ccmstitutioi^ and who is not ready to grant 
monopolies to the few, in defiance of the constituticm, to 
the deep injuiy of the many, and the total subversion, of 
the legitimate principles of republican independence. 

** The hostility of Greneral Jackson- to the present bank 
of the United States, irngt only remarkable &r its ardor, 
but for its lofly carriage, and manly independence. Any 
other man than Andrew Jackson, standing in the relation 
of a candidate for the presidency of the United States, 
would have supported the bank bill from pure fear of con* 
sequences ; and it is not improper to add, in this place^ 
that more than one public personage, on th» catalogue of 
candidates for high offices, has supported the bank of the 
United States, from an impression and frrm belief that the 
influence of a moniod power, the influence of a mighty 
bank, would accelerate his march, towards the political 
goal at which he aimed. If General Jackson was not a 
bold and fearless nMin, he would not venture to assail an 
institution possessing the immense weahh w^ patronage 
that the United States bank does ;*'«»if he was not honest, 
he would not dare expose its iniquity, its ccxrmption, and 
its base designs upon the constitution of the country. If 
Andrew Jackson was not an honest man, a man who looks 
to the happiness of his fellow-citizens, before he st(^ to 
count the effect which this or that step will have on his 
popularity, he would have favored the bank bill, and tbas 
secured its patronage, and the fristtdship of Its ten ihou* 



kmU%W JACKSON. 41S 

sand kahgers <m and partisan** If he had adTocated and 
sanctioned its re-charter, he would have secured the vote 
of erery president, stockholder, cashier, under officer, 
and porter; hot with an ixidependqnce of mind, which 
would seem to scorn to purchase popularity at the expense 
of the true interest of thex>eople, he has opposed the pro- 
ject of re-chartering the hank of the United States, and 
has thus noUy and manfully discharged his duty. We 
admire him for the design, and we honor laxa for the com- 
pletion of the act. 

*' The effect of the yeto cannot be mistaken, nor can its 
consequences fail to find a timely appreciation in the bosom 
of every patriot, every friend of the union. It will place 
the banking operations of the country on their proper 
footing — ^it will sustain the states in the free exercise of 
their rights, and it will teach foreign capitalists that they 
cannot place their funds in this country, without their 
being subject to the same burdens and taxations that are 
endured by the American people. It will teach all, that 
monopolies will .not be g^ranted, and that the few shall not 
be favored at the expense of the many, and that this is a 
couatry where equal rights and equal liberty ia alike se- 
cured to all classes of human society. 

** IChs rigid demands upon the din^ensdojos^of our columns 
by -another subject, forbid that we^shb^ld/in^lge in these 
remarks to the extent that we contejmp.l^&igd, and we must 
dismiss the message of General Jackson, with the hope 
that a document so able and so important, will be found in 
the hands of every citizen of the United States. It is a 
production that the American people have just cause to be 
proud of; — it reflects immortal honor on the head and 
hand of the president, and in future ages will be hailed 
as the proudest eminence in the landmarks of pre-emi« 
nence and patriotic devotion. In saying this much, we 

do ample and exact justice to the president ; we yield to 
35* 
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hiiA what his cimducl has mehted, aad offer to him the in- 
sense of individiml and humble af^robation; The message 
cannot be sncceasfolly assailed hy any of the master ^rits 
of the United States congress ; indeed they have not at- 
tempted any thmg of the k^Eid« but beholding with woadw 
the splendor of the deeumentt and the majesty of mind and 
puiity of patriotic devotion, which it sparrdently Inreathes, 
they look aro(in()'thein with amazemoat and wondw at 
theor own iiisignificance and puerility." 

Of the person and character of General Jackson, we 
ghre what has been'^retofinre ^thfully deE&eatedi In 
p^san he is remarkably tap, erect, and*thin» His weight 
bears proportion to his height, and his cenfo^ation ap* 
pears to disqualify thenw iot hardship ; yet, apcii^omed 
to it from early hfe, few. are capable of ^during fatigue 
to the same extent, or with less injury. His dark blue 
eyes, with brows arehed, and slightly projectiiig, possess 
a marked expression ; but when from any causes excited, 
they sparkle wkh peculiar Instre and penetration. In his 
manners he is pleasing — in^ his ' address commanding ; 
while his countenance, marked with firmness and deci- 
sion, beams with a 'strength atid intelligence that stsikes 
at first sight. In his deportment, there is nothing r^ul- 
tivfe. Easy, ai9&Ue, and familiar, he is accessible to all. 
Infioenced by the belief that merit should constitute the 
only differento in men, his attention is equally bestowed 
en honesty poverty, and titled consequence. No man, 
however iBconsiderable his standing, ever approached him 
on business, that he did not. patiently listen to his story, 
fltnd affi>rd hiih all the information in his power. His m.o- 
ral character is without reproach, and by those who know 
\dsbel most intimately, he is diost este^ned. Benevolence 
in him' i% a prominent virhie. He was never known to pass 
distress without seeking to relieve it. The truth of this r^ 
^ark is admirably illusthtted vok the following anecdotes : 



A yottiig imssiohary, from the Dutch reformed cbareh^ 
while on his way some years agfo to hi« station atoM^g 
se-me of the western^ Indians, fell sick near Nashville» 
Tennessee. His funds were si&alU and the Classic t>f 
Albany, of thereabouts, from whiph hojCsoQe, were slow 
inTemittaneear His money soon went jiway for iQedicin« 
and boarding*; his horse followed ; and'aij^r^ White, he 
had* little remaining of the things of this world bat a re- 
lapsed bilious fever f and a scanty pair of, saddle bags. 
He called his landlord, and anxtonnced his comlition s his 
remnant of clothing, he said, wo^ld sc^rc^ely defray tb» 
expenses of his burial :- and if he contiivied longer a lir^ 
ing inmate, of the tavern, it must be without the hope of 
compensation l^o those around him. The innkeeper wjis 
embarrassed ; for his own slender means did not^ incite 
to the exercise of costly hospitality ; yet his conscience 
refused to iurn the sick stranger from his house. A plan 
at last struck him for the relief of both parties : " You 
must be carried," he said, "to the Hermitage, to General 
Jackson's." It, was, indeed, a severe trial fbr«the young 
missionary, to become the volunteer guest of so formida- 
ble' a personage, one of whose dark and bloody deed^ 
such frightful relations had been made. But there was 
no altei;pative : he had no right to reihain where he was ; 
and when the general'!^ carriage arrived to convey him 
away, he entered, it with a determined feeling of a mar- 
tyr. His disease was violent and obstinate ; but af^er a 
fortnight of almost unremitting delirium, duxing which 
hi» imagination was busy with scalps, and tomahawks, 
and deeds of blood, his constitution triumphed. Awak'* 
ing to a consciousness of his situation, he found himself 
in an airy, comfortable apartment, where every thing was 
quiet, simple, and unostentatious. The elderly matron, 
who ait watching silently by his pillow, might have aerr<* 
ed for a model of that charity, which sufiereth long and 



410 BIOOEAFHT O^W 

is kind ; and h^r Tenerable partner, who came in soon 
afier, had nothing about him of the, fierce and vindictire 
«cpi«Mion. with which a morbid fancy had painted him. 
As his strength returned, the stranger had many oppor- 
tunities of studying the character of his host, and of ob- 
serving the estimation in which others held him. He saw 
him frank, intelligent, and kind»hearted ; the guardian 
of the orphan, the adviser of the friendless, and the &yo- 
zite depository of all those trusts, which are considered 
most respcmsible and sacred among men. He found hia 
house the refuge jof the widow and the poor, and his table 
the pattern of tl^e simple but cordial hospitality of the 
west. He stood with him in the morning and evening 
circle of family devotion, and heard him pray for the for- 
giveness of his enemies. He smiled at his own delusion, 
as he contrasted the excellent old chief with the portrait 
which his imagination had delineated. Some ^r weeks 
afterwards, the young clerg3rman was seen, renewed in 
health, well mounted, and his purse well filled by the ge- 
neral's liberality, plodding his way to the missionary sta- 
tion. His first letter to his friends told of all these things, 
and invoked the blesisings of Heaven on the good Samari- 
tan who had relieved him in his hour of need. 

Another illustration of the warmth and benevolence. of 
his heart is exhibited in his visit to the orphan asylum at 
Washington, soon after he assumed the duties of chief 
magistrate. This asylum is under the supervision of a 
most amiable order of religious women, denominated the 
" sisters of charity." They are trhiefly known for their 
maternal care of the sick, but the instruction of youth 
forms a prominent object in their benoficeaiit vocation^. 
This institution, at which twenty-three orphan girls were 
supported and educated, and about thirty day scholars re- 
ceived instruction, beiiig considerably in debt, a number 
of pious ladies undertook the conduct of a feir for its re- 



▲Bri^RBW JACKSON. 419 

UeL It bemg ascertained that the president elect intaad- 
ed to assist at the charitable enterprise, the little suppli- 
cants for the bounty of the public, determined to prepan 
for him an appropriate reception. Accordingly, as in his 
progress through (lie crowded rooms he iqpproached the 
principal table, about fifty young female roices burst 
forth in the following stanzas, which, if they may not be 
of the highest order of poetry, yet are duly characterized 
by two of its essential attributes, truth and appropriate 
feeling. 

He comes! the chief— Ma ooontry's defender — 
The boart of the free and the pride of the biaTe — 
Hiafry has wiittea his name in splendor, 
The hero who fought his country to save. 

Then weave fi>r hb brow the laozeFs green leai^ 
For deeds in the field his valor has won — 
Then weave for his brow the oak's civic wreath 
For the hevo, the sage, Cohmibia's son. 

Ah ! checked is omr joy — the tender vine 's gone, 
So sweetly that hnng on the boughs of the pine — 
The mother of orpkana for ever we'll mourn, 
Sooow in cypress our hearts shaD entwine 1 

At this sudden and delicate allusion to his deceased 
partner, the reteran's firmness &iled — ^he burst into tears. 
That Toice which had often swelled upon the roar of bat- 
tle, inciting his soldiers to victory, was choked with deep 
emotion. At length, subduing his feelings with a power- 
ful efibrtt he grasped the hand of the nearest orphan and 
exclaimed, •* Yes^ my child, I will be a £Gither to you.'* 
A liberal benefaction afi!brded proof of his sincerity. 

It is imputed to General Jackson^ that he derives from 
his birth a temper irritable and hasty, which has had the 
effect to create enemies, and involve him in disputes. In 
him, however, these defects of character exist to an ex- 
tent as limited as with most men ; and the world is in 
error in presuming him under a too high control of feel* 
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ing and possioii. A ficed devoition to those principles 
which honor sanctions, renders him scrapalously atten* 
tire to his promises of every description. 

No man has been more misconceiyed<»in ,cliaiacter. 
Many, on becoming acquainted with hiiti,<haVe been h^rd 
to adntit the previous opinions whkh they had enteatain-r 
ed, and how great had been their inistake. Rough in 
appearance, positive and overbeariifg^ in his manner, are 
what an, i^pon a first introduction, expect to find ; and yet 
none are possessed of milder manners, or of more conci- 
liating address. The pvddic situations in which he has 
been placed, and the circumstances * which surrounded 
him, aife doubtless the cause that those opinions have 
become so prevalent; but they are opinions which an 
acquaintance with him tends to remove. The difficul- 
ties under which he labored at New Orleans, were such 
as might well have perplexed, and thrown the mind aside 
from every thing of mildness. 

Light and trifling pleasantries often mark character as 
distinctly as things of consequence. Gren^ral Jackson 
one day, during the siege of New Orleans, was approach- 
ed by an officer of the militia, Mfho stated his desire to 
leave the service, and return home ; for that he was made 
game of, and called by the company, pewter foot. He ma- 
nifested great concern, and an anxious desire to be relieved 
firom his unpleasant situation. The general, with much 
apparent sympathy for him, replied, that he had ascertained 
there was a practice in the camp of giving nicknames ; and 
had understood too, that very many had dared to call him 
Old Hickory i " Now," said he, " if you pr^er muie, I 
am willing ^ to exchange ; if not, j^emain contented, and 
perform your duty faithfully, and, as ^>on as we can get 
clear of those troublesome British, our wrongs shall be 
inquired into by a court-martial, dnd the Authors punish-* 
©4 ; for then, and ttot till ihm, shall we hav^ "an end of 
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those insults." Th« effect was happy, and induced the 
complaining officer to retire, perfectly satisfied to learn, 
that his grievance would be united with the general's* 
and both ere lt)ng be effectually redressed. 

Greneral Jackfeon possesses ambition, but it rests on 
virtue ; an. ambition which, regulated by a hi^ sense of 
honovabler feeling, leads him to ^desire that ** applause 
which foilows g^pd actions — not that which is run afler." 
No naauris more ready to hear and respect the opinions 
•of others, and Hone,,wber« much is at stake, and in con- 
^ct with his own, less disposed* ta be .uujder .their influ- 
ence. He has never been known ta 'call a council of 
war, whuse decisions, when made, were to shield him 
from censure. His council of war, if doubting himself, 
was a few officers, in whom he iully confided, whose ad- 
vice wus regarded if their reasons were conclusive ; but, 
these not being satisfactory, he at once adopted and pur-> 
sued th^ course suggested by his own mind. 

It is well known, many apprehended that our govern- 
ment, under the administration of General Jackson, would 
pass to a military despotism. No fears were ever more 
groundless. Mr. Robertson, an eminent foreign writer, 
from whom, when he expresses sentiments commendatory 
of our institutions and distinguished characters, we may 
look with confidence for impartiality, in closing hit 
sketch of General Jackson, remarks : " He has now ad- 
ministered the government for nearly three years, and 
has shown nothing of the disposition to act the military 
chieftain. No gens d'arms guard his door, no halber- 
diers^his person, ^ He has nev^r as yet amused the good 
citizens of Washington^'ci^ith a military execution, himself 
preceded by laurelled lectors with their fasces and axes, 
and with the master of .the horse at his heels. If the ap- 
prehensions of t^se who fpretold such things were ho- 
nest, they are happily disappointed. If th^ mistook not 
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the man, as I beliey^ they did, they certainly misundef- 
stood the genius of the people. They forgot the bmnipot 
tence of public opinion in a great and a free country. 
Every thing political must be shaped by ft, every thing 
eanst l^ ft. Public opinion may be as volatile as the air 
around us, but nevertheless as vital to republican institu* 
tions as that is lo animal life. Mind in this country ^ 
operating upon mind, and opinion struggling with opi- 
nion for light and knowledge. Every faculty of man h 
in a State of improvement. InteHigenciB m»eits ,with, and 
combats ignorance, and ignorance becomes illumined by 
the conflict, infidelity is overcome by faith, and truth 
elicited by error. In such a state, while every man is 
testing his own powers, and examining the rights and ca- 
pacities of others, and attempting to place all things on 
the basis of philanthropy and justice, althoagh there may 
be a good share of evil abroad, yet the dread of the talents, 
fame, or influence of any one man, is not one of these 
evilB*' 

^* If military ambition once burned in the breast of G^*- 
iieral Jackson, it should be recollected that he has reached 
that period of life, when, the flame would begin to dimi- 
nish. He is more than double the age of Alexander 
when he died, and much older than Caesar when he fell. 
Age alwayB holds on what it hfus gained, but seldom de- 
sires to make exertions for 'new honors, particularly mili- 
tary ones. I have entered into this subject more particu- 
larly, not that I ever though(«he would give the ni^on a 
military cast of character, any more than a civilian, but 
because the-politicians of England ; and in &ct in: all Eu- 
rope, affected to believe that this nation was rapidly pass- 
ing to a military despotism, because they had elected 
General Jackson for their president, and argued from it 
the down&ll of the liberties of the country, citing ancient 
Mwtmnce. of the insatiable appetite of military chieftains. 
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There is no parallel in the cases — ^there is no force in the 
argument," 

The*exalted reputation acquired by General Jackson 
in the field, has been admirably sustained in the cabinet. 
It "has been remarked with much truth, that, ** tinder his 
administration, frauds have been detected and purged — 
extravagances have been suppressed-^monopolies ruined 
— ^privileged orders exposed — the national debt reduced — 
the authority of the state governments, and the rights of 
individuals, have not been invaded — interference in re- 
ligiolis. avoided — ^advantageous treaties with civilized 
powers, ^nd with the' Indian tribes^ have been negotiated 
and ratified — and the constitution reverenced." 

Having thtis imperfectly sketched the prominent inci- 
dents in the career of this remarkable individual, we are 
now arrived at that point where our relation must, cease. 
We have seen him in every varied scene that checkers 
the course of human existence — ^in every situation that 
develops the energies of the human mind — ^tries its firm- 
ness — ^tests its fortitude, and reveals its hidden springs of 
action. From the undaunted stripling in the ranks of our 
revolutionary fathers — the sole survivor of his kindred 
who fell in that sanguinary conflict, we have seen the 
insulated, unfriended child of fortune, rise by his own 
energies to the acme of military renown ; thence onward 
to the period when the confidence and gratitude of his 
country made him the recipient of the choicest favor in 
ber hestowment ; and his stern integrity, firmness of pur- 
pose, unwavering courage, soundness of judgment, up- 
rightness of heart, and love of his country, have been ad- 
mirably manifested in all the leading incidents of his 
eventful life, and have proclaimed him the fearless as- 
serter and defender of the rights of man. 

He still presides over our united country, and a brief 
period only i«Jp«^^4ig>se, before it will be decided whether 
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h» will again be called to the station he now occupies, or 
retire to the Hermitage on the banks of the Cumberland, 
and in the quietude of that delightful seclusion, await, in 
the calmness of conscious rectitude and honor, the close 
of his brilliant and eyentfiil day. 
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